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CHAPTER I. 

Reflections. Im/irovementa in Astronomy^ Mivigationy and 
Geografihy. Voyages of Columbus. 

ALTHOUGH the period of man's resiidence in this sub- 
lunary world is much curtailed, his amount of happiness is 
increased. Proridence has more than compensated the di« 
minution of his years, by the extension of his knowledg^e. 
His mental faculties are no longer engrossed by the mere 
operations of his body. When his corporeal frame is em- 
ployed in its daily avocations, or reclined beneath the friend- 
ly shade, to recruit its exhausted powers, bis mind ranges 
with delight over the cultivated field of science. His ac- 
quaintance with distant regions is enlarged ; he goes abroad 
to indulge his curiosity, or makes an ideal excursion to 
amuse his imagination. 

The exploring of the deeply hidden nature of the elements 
has not been more tardy than our advances in geography. 
It is true, that the Chaldeans and the Egyptians, at a time 
even beyond the most ancient records of authentic history, 
had marked the revolutions of the heavenly bodies, wiih a 
degree ofinduistry and success, no less worthy of admira- 
tion than difficult of comprehension, when we contemplate 
their scanty apparatus; and, that during the refined ages, 
many centuries before the Christian era, the latter, or perhaps 
the Greeks, had discovered the form, and the dimensions, of 
this globe, with a geometrical exactness approachin^tv^vcVj 
to the truth; yet, their ideas concerning cUvVawV eo>\wV.\\fc^ Ni^\^ 
extremely defective and perplexed. Ou vV\\^ ^\x\>\^^\.'> ^X'^^^'^ 
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theories were, in general, absurd) and tended to restrain in-^ 
quiry; thus, strengthening the maxinii that conscious igno- 
rance is less injurious than dog^madcal error. 

About six centuries before Chriiti Pythagoras of Samos 
became acquainted with the learning of Egypt, and diif us- 
ed his observations throughout Greece and Italy. He taught 
that the sun was the centre of the universe, that the earth 
was round, that people had antipodesi and that the moon re- 
flected the rays of the ai||i; a system deemed chimerical, un« 
til the philosophy and deep inquiries of the sixteenth century 
proved it to be incontestible and true. Philolaus, who flou- 
rished about a century afterwards, proceeded a step further 
in astrojiomy. £iDl|Nicing the doctrine of Pythagoras, he 
asserted the annual tanotion of the earth about the sun; and, 
only a short time had elapsed, when its diurnal revolu- 
tion on its own axis was promulgated by Hicetas, a Syracu- 
san. Nearly at the same time, Meton and Euctemon made 
improvements in the science at Athens; and, subsequently, 
in various parts, Eudoxus and Calippus, Aristarchus, Era- 
tosthenes, Archimedes, and Hipparchus; the last of whomy 
about one hundred and forty years before our era^ ascertain- 
ed the latitudes and longitudes of more than one thousand 
of the fixed stars, and enriched astronomy with many other 
-valuable discoveries. In our first century, Ptolemy, an 
Egyptian, formed a theory, which, although erroneous, wa& 
followed by all nations for many ages. He composed a great 
work, called the Almagest, containing his own, and the ob- 
servations of his most illustrious predecessors. This record^ 
saved from the destruction of the Alexandrine library, when 
burned by the Saracens in the seventh century, was transla- 
ted into Arabic in the ninth, by the Emperor Frederick the 
second, and into Latin in the thirteentli. Thus, were 
the acquirements in astronomy happily preserved, and ex- 
tensively diffused. 

From the latter period until the discovery of America, the 
science was cherished by many distinguished philosophers, 
— <-Alphonso, king of Castile, Roger Bacon, an English monk, 
Purbach, and Muller. The latter, a native of Koeningsberg, 
who died in 1470, invented several instruments useful in 
navigation; amongst which, was an armillary astrolabe, re- 
sembling one formerly used by Hipparchus and Ptolemy at 
Alexandria; with which, and a good time piece, he made 
many observations. 
Enabled by this preliminaty sketch, to appreciate more 
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fully the efforts of the different navigators in extending the 
sphere of commercial enterprise, wc shall review, with 
additional pleasure, their adventures, from the earliest ac- 
counts, to the accompliftltniient of the great undertaking, 
which gave, to what is denomiDated the old world, a know- 
ledi^e of the new. 

To the desire of riches, may chiefly be assigned our en- 
larged acquaintance with the globe which we inhabit. The 
ancients were not less eager than the modems in the pur- 
suit of wealth; but their progress ^s unaided by the faith- 
ful and constant guide, which now directs the mariner dur- 
ing the darkness of the night, or the gloomy horrors of 
the tempest. Though acquainted wiU^ the property of the 
magnet, by which it attracts iron, its^iore important and 
amazing quality, of pointing to the poles, had entirely es- 
caped their notice. Their navip^ation was therefore timid 
and uncertain. They seldom dared to sail beyond the sight 
of land; but crept along the coast, exposed to every danger, 
and retarded by innumerable obstructions. 

The Sldonians and Tyrians were more enterprising than 
any other people of antiquity. Astronomy, on its decline in 
Chaldea and Egypt, having passed into Phenicia, those peo- 
ple applied it to navigation; steering by the north polar 
star: and, hence, became masters of the sea, and almost t>f 
the whole commerce of the world. Their ships frequented 
not only all the ports in the Mediterranean, but were the 
first that ventured beyond the straits of Gades, now called 
Gibraltar, or that visited the western coasts of Africa and 
Spain. At the same time, having obtained several com« 
modious harbours towards the bottom of the Arabian Gulf, 
they established, after the manner of the Egyptians, a regu- 
lar intercourse with Arabia and the continent of India, on 
the one hand, and with the coast of Africa, on the othei^ 
from which countries, they imported many valuable com- 
modities, and, for a long while, engrossed that lucrative 
trade without a rival. They landed their cargoes at Elath, 
the safest harbour in the Red Sea, towards the north. 
Thence, they carried them, by land, to Uhinocolura on the 
Mediterranean, re-shipped them, and transported them to 
Tyre. The vast wealth which the Phenicians had acquired 
by this monopoly, incited the Jews, under David and Solo- 
mon, to pursue a similar trade. The latter fitted out fleets^ 
which, under the direction of Phenician '^vVoX.'&^^^cX^^VcorKk. 
the Red Sea to Tarshish and OpWv, iwo '^otV^ t»Kx^>^^^^^ ^* 
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have been situated in India and Africa. From these, the 
Jews returned with merchandise so Taluable, as soon diffus- 
ed wealth and splendour throughout Israel. But the in- 
structions even of the PheniciaDS were inadequate to esta- 
blish the commerce of a people, whose ungular institutions 
formed a national character, repugnant to a liberal inter- 
course with strangers. Carthage, a colony of Tyre, applied 
to naval affairs with unremitting ardour, ingenuity, and 
success. It early rivaled and surpassed the parent state in 
opulence and power. Without contending with the mother 
country, for the trade oTthe east, the Carthagiuians direct- 
ed their attentibn towards the west and north; and, following 
the course already opened, passed the straits of Gades, vis- 
ited not only all tiiAoasts of Spain and Gaul, but reached 
the moue distant shfres of Britain. Yet they were not sat- 
isfied: they were tlie more eagerly stimulated by the ex- 
tent of their discoveries. They carried their researches to 
the south. Stretching along the western coast of Africa, 
they sailed almost to the tropic of Cancer, planted several 
Golonies, in order to civilize the nations and accustom them 
to commerce, and discovered the Fortunate Islands, now 
known by the name of the Canaries; the utmost boundary 
of ancient navigation in the western ocean. 

Curiosity, as well as commercial avidity, induced them to 
continue their researches. To those motives, were owing 
the famous voyages of Hanno and Himilco. Their fleets 
were equipped by authority of the senate, and at the public 
expense. Proceeding towards the south, Hanno advanced 
much nearer to the equinoctial line than any former naviga- 
tor; and Himiico explored the western coasts of Europe. 
Of the same nature, was the extraordinary voyage of the 
Pheniciana around^A&ica. A Phenician fleet, prepared by 
Necho, king of Egypt, sailed, we are told, about six-hundred 
years before the Christian era, from a port in the Red Sea, 
passed the southern promontory of Africa, (now called the 
Cape of Good Hope,) and, after a vo3rage of three years, 
arrived by .the straits of Gades, at the Nile.^ Unfortunately, 
the particulars of those navigations were n<3t communicated 
to the rest of mankind. All authentic memorials respecting 
the great naval skill of the Phenicians and Carthaginians 
seem in a great measure to have perished, when the mari- 
time power of the former was annihilated by Alexander, 
and the empire of the latter was overturned by the Roman 
arms. ^ 
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The states of Greece scarcely pursued any commerce 
beyond the confines of the Mediterranean. Their ignorance 
of geography is almost incredible to us. But their know- 
ledge was much enlarged^by Alexander's expedition to the 
east. Nor were the Romans less remarkable for their in- 
attention to that science. In the history of the Roman 
empire, hardly one event occurs evincing a regard to geo- 
graphical enquiry or navigationi further than it was con- 
nected with the desire of conquest* Indeed, there prevail- 
ed amongst the ancients an opinioi^which conveys a striking 
idea of the small progress made by them in the knowledge * 
of the habitable globe. They supposed that the earth was 
divided into five regions; which they distinguished by the 
name of zones. Two of these, on# at the north, the 
other at the south pole, they termed rrigid; believing that 
the extreme cold which reigned perpetually in both was 
destructive to animal life. Another, which was seated un- 
der the line, and extended on each side towards the tropicSf 
they called the torrid zone; imagining, it to be so burned up 
with unremitting heat as to be equally destitute of inhabi- 
tants. To the other two regions, they gave the appellation 
of temperate; and taught that these, being the only situa- 
tions in which life could possibly subsist, were assigned to 
man for his habitation. Wild as seems this opinion at the 
present day, it was adopted as a system by the most en* 
lightened philosophers, and tlie most accurate historians, of 
Greece and Rome. Promulgated by so respectable author- 
ity, that extravagant theory served to render their igno- 
rance perpetual; as it represented all attempts to open a 
communication with distant regions of the earth impractica- 
ble and hopeless. Even the small degree of accurate geo- 
graphical knowledge which those people had occasionally 
obtained, was almost entirely lost on the fall of the Roman 
empire. The various nations of the north, who, in the fifth 
century, settled in the different provinces, were unacquaint- 
ed with regular government or laws; strangers to letters, 
destitute of arts, ignorant of their use, unambitious of their 
acquirement. No intercourse existed even amongst them- 
selves. Constanthiople, however, was so fortunate as to 
escape their destructive rage. There, the ancient arts 
and discoveries were preserved, and commerce continued 
to flourish, when almost extinct in every other part of 
Europe. 

At length, the rude tribes in Italy having ^cc^ixvt^^ ^^"ov^ 

V ^ 
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idea of regular govemtnenty and some relish for the modes 
of cItU life, Europe gradually recorered from its degrada- 
tion. The Italian merchants, notwithstanding the violent 
antipathy, which, as Christians^ they possessed against the 
followers of Mahomet, repaired to Alexandria, and establish- 
ed with that port a lucrative trade. The commercial spir- 
it of Ital^ became active and enterprising. Venice, Genoa, 
and Pisa, rose, from inconsiderable towns, to be wealthy and 
populous. Their naval power increased; they visited the 
sea-ports of Spain, Franc^ the Low CounHies, and England; 
and infused a taste for ttiC alluring productions of the East. 

The crusades served greatly to hasten the mercantile pro- 
gress of the Italians. The martial inclination of the Euro- 
peans, impelled by religious zeal, and inflamed by supersti- 
tion, having promp^d them to attempt the deliverance of 

1 AQft the Holy Land from the dominion of the Infidels, vast 
armies, composed of all the nations in Europe, 
inarched upon this wild enterprise towards Asia. The Ital- 
ian sea-ports furnished the necessary shipping and military 
stores; for which, immense sums were received. Venice, 
in particular, advanced in commerce, power, and riches. 
Nor did their employers make those expensive and disas- 
trous voyages without future benefit. They became famil- 
iar with distant regions, which, before, they knew only by 
name, or by the reports of credulous pilgrims; and ascer- 
tained the arts, manners, and productions, of nations more 
polished than themselves. 

That intercouse subsisted for nearly two-hundred years; 
during which period, many individuals were induced, by tt 
lUfferent motive of religion, to penetrate the East, far be-i 
jond the countries entered by the crusaders. After these, 
fcUowed several illustrious travellers, incited either by the 
hc^e ef riches or a pure spirit of inquiry. Of the former 
passion, the most distinguished votary was Marco Polo, a 
1322 '^°^^®™*" ®^ Venice; of the latter, sir John Mande- 
ville, of England; who returned, after an absence of 
more than thirty yearsy and published an account of his ob- 
servaticuis. 

Whilst this inclination towards research was gradually 

increasing, a discovery was made, the wonderful property 

of the magnet, which communicates to iron a tendency of 

pointing to the north, that had greater influence on naviga* 

-tioD than all the efforts of preceding ages. The precise era 

Ijtf this discovery cannot l^e ascertained. It is generally at- 
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tributed to Gioia, a Neapolitan, and dated in the year 1302: 
but the supposition appears erroneous. The earliest no« 
tice with which we are acquainted, is by a French writer, 
Guyot de Provins; who, in a poem written about the year 
11 80, plainly alludes to the magnetic needle being then in 
common use. The Historia Orientalis, of Vitriacus, who 
had made many voyages by seay and published ihat work 
about forty years subsequent to the former; the writings of 
Vicentius, at the same period, and many other authorities, 
coincide in estabffishing its previolyj introduction,* and, con- 
sequently, in depriving the Neapolitan of any honour, fur- 
ther than for having increased its utility, by fixing it on a 
pivot, and inclosing it in a box. Seamen were now evidblcd 
to abandon their limid course along th^ shore, and Fcarii'ssly 
to launch into the wide bosom of the ocean. The iirs<. ap- 
pearance of increasing confidence may be dated from the 
voyages of the Spaniards to the Canary islands. These, 
which, we have already mentioned, had been visited by the 
Carthaginians, were again discovered by that people: but 
the genius of naval enterprise was not at this period fully 
roused; as navigation seems not to have advanced, then, bc' 
yond the limits which circumscribed it before the downfal 
of the Roman empire. 

The era at length arrived, when man was allowed to pass 
the boundary within which he had been so long confined. 
The next considerable effort was made by the seamen of 
Portugal; one of the smallest and least powerful of all the 
European kingdoms^ and, hitherto, not remarkable for assi- 
duity. In U20, they sailed to Madeira; (to which they 
"were directed by its accidental discovery by an Englishman;) 
about forty years from that date, they discovered the Cape 
de Verd islands; and soon afterwards, the Azores, which are 
situated in the Atlantic, nine-hundred miles from any conti- 
nent. When prosecuting their researches along the shores 
j^-., of Africa, they ventured to cross the equinoctial 
line; equally pleased and astonished, on finding that 

* *' Valde aeceisarius est mus navigaatibus mari/' says Vitriacus :"the 
-luetUe is feiy neeeisary to seamen. ** Cum eouu,'* observes YicentiuSy 
** Tias suas ad portum dirigere nesciant, cacumen acw an adamantem lapi- 
dem fricatom, per transversum in festuca panra iafigunt, et ?asi pleno aquie 
immittont:'^— -For, when they (Uie navigators,) know not how to find (heir 
way into a harbour, tiiey fix the point of a needUf rubbed upon a hatdi.V»it^ 
croBSwiaeia a piece oC wood^ sad place itis a sai^ll ^^^%^\^>i!i\^1\i«Xsk» 
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region not only habitable, but populous and fertile. This 
occurred in the reign of Alphonso. His son, John the sec- 
ond, possessed talents capable both of forming great de- 
signs and carrying them into execution. Patronised and 
aided by this indefatigable monarch, the examination and 
colonizing of the African continent became ardent and un- 
remitting. As they advanced towards the south, the Por- 
tuguese found, that instead of extending, according to the 
doctrine of Ptolemy, it appeared sensibly to contract, its 
breadth, towards the eas^ This unexpected discovery was 
not un profitably made. It induced them to credit the an- 
cient Phenician voyages around Africa, which had long 
been deemed fabulous; and led them to conceive hopes, that, 
by following the s^me track, they might arrive at the East 
Indies, and engrossf for a while, a trafBc which had always 
been bo eagerly desired. The attainment of this object was 
entrusted to Bartholomew Diaz; an experienced officer, 
distinguished alike for his sagacity, fortitude* and perse- 
verance. After advancing a thousand miles further than 
any of his predecessors, exposed to violent tempests, mu- 
. .g- tinies, and famine, he at last beheld that lofty pro- 
montory which terminates Africa on the south. But 
to behold it was all that he could accomplish. The violence 
of the winds, the shattered condition of his ships, and turbu- 
lent spirit of his men, compelled him to return. 

Diaz had called that promontory the Stormy Cape; but 
the king, now entertaining a sanguine expectation of having 
found the long desired route to India, gave it a more appro- 
priate name. The Cape of Good Hope. 

The vast length of this voyage, with the furious storms 
which Diaz had encountered, so alarmed and intimidated 
the Portuguese, that some time was requisite to prepare 
their minds for the prosecution of their great design. In 
the interval, an event occurred, no less extraordinary than 
unexpected, unparalleled in the annals of naval enter- 
prise — the discovery of a new continent, situated in the 
west. 

The honour of accomplishing an exploit so sublime was 
gained by Christopher Columbus. This great man, a nat- 
ive of Genoa, descended from a respectable family, was 
well qualified, by nature and education, to' become distin- 
guished on the ocean. Ardently inclined towards that ele- 
ment, he went to sea at the age of fourteen; and, in a few 
years; visited the coasts of Iceland^ (then frequented by the 
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English on account of its fishery,) and advanced several de- 
grees within the polar circle. After a variety of adven- 
tures, serving more to enlarge his knowledge than to in- 
crease his fortune, he went to Lisbon; a city in which there; 
•lived many of his countrymeny and whei-c, having married 
a Portuguese lady, he fixed his residence. This alliance 
did not lessen his early attachment to the sea. It fortunate- 
ly contributed to enlarge his naval information, and excite 
a desire of still further extending ]|. His wife was a daught- 
er of Perestrello; one of the captahs employed by the Por- 
tuguese in their former navigations, and who had first car- 
ried them to Madeira. Columbus got possession of 
his iournals; the study of which inflamed his favourite pas- 
sion and rendered irresistible his impatience to visit the sev- 
eral countries which Perestrello had described. He ac- 
cordingly made a voyage to Madeira; and ccntinued during 
many years to trade with the Cananes, the Azores, the coast 
of Guinea) and all the other places discovered by the Por- 
tuguese on the condnent of Africa. 

At that period, the great object of the Portuguese, as aU 
ready narrated, was to find out a passage to the East In- 
dies. But tbey searched for it only by steering towards the 
south; in hopes of accomplishing their wishes by turning 
to the east, when they had reached the southern extremity 
of Africa ; a course of so great extent, that a voyage from 
Europe to India must have appeared to them equally ardu- 
ous and uncertain. Stimulated by this reflection, the active 
mind of Columbus, after attentively comparing the observa- 
tions of modem pilots with the conjectures of the ancients, 
at last concluded) that, by sailing directly to the west, across 
the Atlantic Ocean, new countries, which it was likely 
formed a part of the great continent of Asia, must infallibly 
be discovered. The spherical figure of the earth was known; 
its magnitude ascertained with some degree of accuracy: 
and sir John Mandeville had already, from astronomical de- 
monstration, asserted, that it might be circumnavigated. It 
was evident, that the continents of Europe, Asia, and Afri- 
ca, formed but a small portion of the terraqueous globe. It 
seemed rational, that the vast, unexplored space, was not 
entirely covered by water, but was occupied, ii> some meas- 
ure, by countries fit for the residence of man. These de- 
ductions did not rest merely on conjecture. Although the 
offspring of scientific theory, they were supported by rtc«.^l 
observations. Timber, artificially cavv^i^ dx\v^xi\i^ ^\4^v 
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tcrly wind, was seen floating at an unusual distance in the 
ocean: to the west of the Madeira isles, there, had been 
found another piece, fashioned in the same manner^ brought 
by the same wind; and canes, of enormous size, resembiin[>^ 
those described by Ptolemy, as peculiar to the Indies. Trees 
were frequently driven upon the Azores; and, at one time, 
the dead bodies of two men, with singular features, not 
corresponding with the inhabitants of Europe, Africa, or 
Asia. .. 

Fully satisfied with tll^ truth of his system, Columbus was 
impatient to bring it to the test of experiment. The first 
step towards thiS| was to secure the patronage of some con- 
siderable power. As long absence had not lessened his 
affection for his native country, he wished that Genoa should 
reap the fruits of bis ingenuity and labour; and, accordingly, 
laid his scheme before the senate. But he had resided so 
long abroad, that his countrymen were unacquainted with 
his character; and not being able to foinn any just idea of 
the principles upon which he founded any hopes of success, 
they rejected his proposals, as the dream of a chimerical 
projector. 

Columbus had now performed a natural duty ; a conduct, 
which though it does not form the grandest, is certainly one 
of the most amiable, features in his history, and must be ad- 
mired whilst there is a mind clear enough to discern, or a 
heart sufficiently warm to conceive, an act of generosity. 

He was not discouraged by this repulse. Instead of re- 
linquishing his undertaking, he pursued it with inci easing 
ardour. He made his next overture to the king of Portu- 
gal ; in whose dominions he had long resided, and whom he 
considered, on that account, as having the second claim to 
his services. John listened to his proposals, and appointed 
three eminent cC't mographei*s to examine the merits of liis 
plan. But these men, after drawing from Columbus all the 
information which treachery could devise, or their capacities 
understand, basely conspired to rob the ingenious seaman of 
his expected glory ; and the king, forgetting on this occasion 
all sentiments of honour, adopted their perfidious counsel. 
The pilot, however, chosen to execute the fraud, was no less 
deficient in courage, than were his employers in dignity and 
justice. He returned to Lisbon, execrating tiie project as 
extravagant and dangerous. 

Disgusted by this transaction, Columbus resolved to break 
^S* all intercourse with a nation capable of so flagrant treach- 
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cry. He instantly went to Spaing that he mJpjht lay his 
plan before Ferdinand and Isabella. But, as he had already 
experienced the uncertain issue of applications to potentates 
and ministers} he wisely increased the chances of success, by 
sending his brother Bartholeniew into England, to negociate 
with Henry the seventh ; who was reported to be one of the 
most sagacious and opulent princes of the age. 

Though Spain was then engaged in a serious contest with 
Grenada, the last of the Moorish kfaigdoms in that country, 
yet, Ferdinand and his queen paicf*'^ much regard to Co« 
lumbus, as to submit the consideration of his plan to a confi-> 
dcntial minister. To enumerate all tho objections offered 
to his scheme, or portray, in appropriate colours, the firm- 
ness with which the philosophic stranger combated his suc- 
cessive disappointments, would neither be conformable with 
our design, nor within the compass of our ability. Some as- 
serted, that he would find the ocean of infinite extent: others, 
that if he persisted in steering to the west, beyond a certain 
point, the convex figure of the earth would prevent his re- 
turn ; and, that it was absurd to attempt opening a commu- 
nication between the two opposite hemispheres, which na- 
ture had for ever disjoined. 

But the total expulsion of the Moors produced a happy 
change in the disposition of the Spanish court, and excited, 
still further, the vigilant and generous patrons of Columbus, 
---QumtaneUa, and Santangel ; who took advantage of this 
joyful situation of affairs, to press, once more, the solicita- 
tions of their friend. Their effort was successful. Though 
Ferdinand was still restrained by his characteristic caution 
and reserve, Isabella, alive to the glory which must accrue 
from the accomplishment of so gfand an enterprise ; and, 
if historians be correct, anxious to spread the knowlcdpe of 
the Christian religion ; declared her resolution of employing 
Columbus ; and, regreiting the low state of her finances, 
offered to pledge her jewels, in order to complete the pre* 
parations for the voyage. A measure so humiliating to a 
feeling mind was, however, fortunately prevented Trans- 
ported with gratitude and admiration. Santangel kissed Isa- 
bella's hand, and engaged to advance, immediately, the ne- 
cessary sum. 

1 492 ^" ^^® ^^^^ of April, more than seven years from the 
' the date of his first application, an agreement with 
Columbus was concluded. The ships, of which he wds ^ci 
have the command, were fitted out at Pa\o^\ ^ ^xwaSC^V^^^ 
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in the province of Andalusia. But the armament was not 
suitable, cither to the rank of the nation by which it was. 
equipped nor to the important 'service for which it was in- 
tended. It consisted only of three vessels. The largest, of 
inconsiderable burthen, called the Santa Maria, was com- 
manded by ColumbuS} as admiral ; the second,. named the 
Pinta, not superior in size to a large boat, by Martin 
Pinzon; and the thirdy of similar dimensions, called the 
Nigna, by Vincent Pinwn, a brother of the latter. The 
whole were victualled fbr twelve months^ and provided with 
ninety men. 

On the 3d of August, Columbus set sail. He steered di- 
rectly fbr the Canary islands; and, having refitted his crazy 
vessels, departed from Gomera on the 6th day of September. 
Holding his course due west, he left the usual track of navi- 
gation, and stretched boldly into seas unfrequented and un- 
known. Hissailors, alarmed at the distance which theyhad pro- 
ceeded without finding the expected land, began to mutiny, 
and placed Columbus in a situation, in which any other man 
would have yielded to their entreaties to return. But he 
still maintained his accustomed serenity and resolution. Fer- 
tile in expedients, possessing a thorough knowledge oi man- 
kind, an insinuating address, and the talent of governing the 
minds of others, he promised solemnly to his men, that, pro- 
vided they would obey his commands for three days longer^ 
and that, in the mean time, land were not discovered, he 
would comply with their request. 

Columbus did not hazard much by confining^bimself to a 
period se short. For some days before, the sounding line 
had reached the bottom, and brought up soil which indicated 
land to be at no great distance. The flocks of birds increased, 
and contained many of a description supposed not to fiy far 
from shore. A cane was observed, that seemed to have 
been recently cut ; and a branch of a tree, with red berries, 
perfectly fresh. The clouds around the sun assumed a new 
appearance^ the air was more mild, and, during the nighty 
the wind became unequal and variable. £ach succ'eeding 
hour confirmed Columbus in his opinion of being near land. 
On the evening of the 1 1th of October, he ordered the sails 
to be furled, the ships to lie to, and a strict watch to be kept, 
to guar4 against the danger of running ashore in the night; 
an interval of suspense and expectation, during which all 
remained on deck, intently gazing towards that quarter 
where they hoped to discover the interesting object of their 
vrishes. 
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The period at length arrived. Columbus observed a liglitf 
which seemed to be carried from place to place ; and, a 
little after midnighti there was heard from the Pinta the joy- 
ful cry of Land! 

When morning dawned, an island was seen, about two 
leagues to the north : its verdant fields well stored with 
T^'ood, and watered by many rivulets ; presepting the aspect 
of a delightful country. All the boats were immediately 
manned and armed. The Spaniards rowed towards the 
shore, with their colours display ed| with martial music, and 
all the dazzling insignia of military pomp. As they approach- 
ed the beach, they saw it covered with a multitude of peoplCf 
whose attitudes and gestures expressed wonder and amaze- 
ment. Columbvktt was the first who set foot on this new 
world which he had discovered. His men followed ; and all 
kneeling, kissed the ground that they had long desired, but 
expected never to behold: he then erected a crucifix, returned 
thanks to God, and, with the usual formalities, took posses* 
sion of the country. 

To this island called by the natives Guanahani, Columbus 
gave the name of St. Salvador. It is one of that large clus- 
ter called the Lucaja or Bahama isles ; situated above three- 
thousand miles to the west, but only four degrees to the 
south, of Gomera; so little had he deviated from his intend-^ 
ed course. 

After discovering several other islands, amongst whick 
were Cuba and Hayti« (the latter named by Columbus, His- 
paniola,) the shattered condition of his vessels, and the gen- 
eral eagerness of his seamen to return to their native coun- 
try, constrained him to make preparations for his departure. 
He did not, however, neglect using every precaution to se- 
cure the benefit of a first discovery. With the consent of 
the cazique or sovereign of the district, he erected a fort ill 
Hispauiola: in which he left a party of his men, under the 
command of an experienced ofhcer; and on the 4th of Jan- 
1493 "^^^ sailed lor Europe; wlicre he arrived after, ex- 
periencing dangers and fatigues which required all 
lus skill and fortitude to surmount. 

Various conjectures were formed respecting these newly 
discovered countries. Columbus adhc.ed to his oiiginsd 
opinion, tl\at they were part of liiosc vast regions of Asia^ 
comprehended under the general name of India. From 
their prodnciious, this idea s««^nifd correct. Gold was 
known to abound in India; a metal of which he had obtaixvcd 
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samples so promising as led him to believe that rich mines 
of it would be found. Cotton, another production of the In- 
diesi was common there. T&e pimento of the islands he 
imagined was a species of the India n&pper. The birds 
brought home by him were adorned with the brilliant plum- 
age which distinguishes those of I ndia: the alligator of the 
one seemed to be the crocodile of the other. This idea of 
Columbus, the Spaniards and the other nations of Europe 
have adopted. The name of Indies was given to them by 
Ferdinand and IsabeUm tn a ratification of the former agree- 
ment with the illustrious discoverer; and, even after the er- 
ror which gave rise to that opinion was detected, the name of 
West Indies has remained) and the aboriginies are called 
Indians. 

1498 ^^ ^*' ^^'"^ voyage, Columbus reached the conti- 
nent, and landed in several places on the coast of 
those provinces now known by the name of Paria and Cu- 
tnana« But he was deprived of the honour of associating 
his name with this vast portion of the earth. Amongst the 
officers, who, in the following year, accompanied Ojeda, to 
explore still further these new regions, was Amerigo Ves- 
pucci, a gentleman of Florence; who, as he was an experi- 
enced seaman, and well skilled in all the sciences appertain«- 
iog to navigation, acquired sq great authority amongst his 
companions, that they willingly yielded to him the superin- 
tendence of the Voyage, "the irafty Florentine made an ex- 
traordinary Use of his situation. Soon after his return to 
Spain, he transmitted an account of his adventures to one of 
his own countrymen; so ingeniously framed, as to make it 
appear that he had the glory of first discovering the conti- 
nent of the new world.. His narrative was drawn not only 
vith art, but v^ith elegance. It contained an amusing his- 
tory of his voyage, and judicious observations on the natu- 
ral productions, the inhabitants, and customs, of^the places 
which he had visited. Hi& description was the first ^iven 
to the public. It circulated rapidly, and was read with ad- 
miration. The country of which Amerigo was supposed to 
be the discoverer, came gradually to receive his name, or a 
modification ot it; an error which the caprice bf mankind 
has continued. 

In the summary view, which, ptevioiis to biir cnterilig on 
the voyages of ColumbUs, wa*i given of the gradual progress 
of discovery, in the eastern hemisphere, we last alluded to 
the advance of Diaz within ^ight of the great southeni cape 
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of Africa. Rather stimulated than depressed by the amaz- 
ing issue of the patronage which they had denied Columbus, 
the Portuguese attentively pursued their favourite object. 
Their endeavours were successful. On the 20th of No- 
vember, in the year 1497, Vasco de Gama, employed by the 
king of Portugal, '' dckibled" that celebrated promontory, 
and, ill the month of May following, arrived at Calicut, on 
the coast of Malabar; an exploit that gave rise to the Lusi- 
ad of Camoens, in which there is a passage relating to its 
immediate accomplishment, that h^ been much admired by 
poetical commentators. In recountiiig; to an eastern mon- 
arch the wonders which he had met in his navigation, Vas- 
co is represented as telling him, that, when his fleet ap- 
proached the Cape, there suddenly appeared a' huge and 
monstrous phantom, rising from the sea, in the midst of 
tempests and thunders; with a head which reached the 
clouds, and a countenance which filled them with the high- 
est terror. This was the genius or guardian of 'that un- 
known ocean. It spoke with a voice like thunder; menac* 
ing them for invading those seas which he had so long pos- 
sessed undisturbed, and fpr thus daring to explore those se* 
crets uf the deep, that had never been revealed to the eye of 
mortals; required them to proceed no further, foretold all 
the calamities which were to befall them if they should 
persist, — and disappeared. . 

Twenty-tliree years after that great event, Magellan, a 
native of Portugal, in the service of Spain, penetrated into 
the Pacific ocean, by the strait which bears his name, situ- 
ated at the southern extremity of the American continent; 
thus, opening a new rout to the East Indies, and developing 
a vast region of water, interspersed with beautiful and fer- 
tile islands. 

It seems, that it was only by accident England had not 
gained that renown which accrued to Spain, the fortunate 
employer of the persevering Genoese. In his voyage 
thither, Bartholomew Columbus was captured by pirates; 
who, having entirely fobbed him, detained him a prisoner 
for many years. When, at length, he arrived in London, his 
indigence was so great, that he was obliged to devote him- 
self, during a considerable time, in drawing and selling maps, 
as a means of taising money sufficient to purchase a decent 
dress, in whith to appear at court. He was there treated 
with merited respect. Notwithstanding the excessive cau- 
tion of Henry the seventh, he received the overture^k ^^ 
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Columbus with more attention than any monarch to whom 
they had been before presented, and invited him to England. 
But it was then too late. The achievement was already ac- 
complished. Bartholomew, in his return, was informed, at 
Paris, of the issue of his brother's voyage; an event no less 
than unexpected. 



CHAPTER II. 

JVev^fbundiand dUecvered by Cabot. Mortive attemfits f# 
9eaie Roanoke^ by •ir fValUr Raleigh. 

THE English wete the second people that ventured to 
the new world, and the first that discoverea the continent of 
America. Two years had not elapsed after the consumma- 
tion of the great navigator's hopes, when Giovanni Gaboio, 
(or Cabot,) a Venetian who had settled in Bristol, and his 
three sons, were commissioned to sail in quest of unknown 
countries, and endeavour to reach India by a western course; 
agreeably to the system of Columbus, which the former had 
adopted. Accordingly, the father and his second son, Se- 
>astiaii| were despatched from that city, the place of the 
latter^s nativity, on board a ship furnished by the king, ac- 
companied by fbur small barks provided by the merchants. 
Sebastian, for it was he who had the direction of the voyage, 
conjectured, that by steering further to the north, he might 
reach India by a shorter course than that chosen by Colum- 
bus. On the 24th of June, 1497, he discovered a large 
island, to which he gave the name of Prima Vista, or first 
seen; now called Newfoundland. He then changed his 
course; steering to the north: but, finding that the land con- 
tinued to oppose him in that direction, and that there was no 
appearance of a passage, he tacked about, and ran as far as 
Florida; the island of Cuba, as he relates, being on his left. 
Here, his provisions failing, he resolved to return to England; 
having on board tliree natives, who accompanied him from 
Newfoundland. 

The commercial progress of the English did not relax, 
during the succeeding reigns of Henry the eighth and Ed- 
ward the sixth. In the former reign, many adventures were 
made, along the southern portion of America; in the latter, 
the fisheries on the banks of Newfoundland became an eager 
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object of attention. Buty after the accession of Maryi their 
enterprises were directed towards another quarter. That 
she might allay the jealousy of the Spanish monarch, to 
whom she was espoused, the queen devoted all her patron* 
age to an intercourse opened in the preceding reign with 
Russia. 

On the accession of Elizabeth, a period commenced, high- 
ly auspicious to mercantile extension. The domestic tran- 
quillity; the peace with foreign nations, which subsisted for 
more than twenty years after she was loated on the throne; 
her economy; all, were favourable to that rising spirit The 
opening of a direct intercourse with Indiai by sea, was again 
attempted: but a rout was marked out, diiferent from any that 
was before pursued. As every attempt to accomplish this 
hy the north-east, had proved abortive, a scheme was form- 
ed to hold an opposite course, by the north-west; the con- 
duct of which was entrusted to Martin Frobisher. In three 
1576-.'7 *8 successive voyages, that enterprising officer 
examined the coast of Labrador; but without 
discovering any rational appearance of a passage. To this 
Tcgioi}, Elizabeth gave the name of Meta Incognita, or the 
unknown boundary. The disappointment, however, wag 
in some measure compensated by sir Francis Drake; who 
accomplished, about this time, his celebrated voyage round 
the globe; an exploit that, in conjunction with their other 
marine achievements, impressed the English with a just con- 
Jidence in their own abilities and courage, as equal to any 
undertaking. They had displayed their flag in every region 
to which navigation then extended, and were not excelled in 
naval exploits by any nation of the age. 

A more interesting period of our history now approaches. 
The British at length began to form plans of settling colonies 
in those countries which, hitherto, they had only visited. 
The projectors and patrons of these were chiefly men of rank 
and influence. Amongst the number, sir Humphrey Gilbert, 
oi Devonshire, an officer distinguished for his military talents, 
and for his attention to naval- science, was deemed a proper 
person to be employed in their establishment, and obtained 
a patent from the queen, investing him with the necessary 
powers. But, two expeditions, both of which he conducted 
in person, wertf unfortunate. The last voyage was awfully 
1580 ^***^*^rous: when returning to England, without 
having performed any thing more\m^o\\.'^w\.\VK«xvNX\^ 
empty ceremony of taking posscssioii ot TS^\<Iq\)CW^"wA>^^ 
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frigate in which he ssdled was lost at sea, and all on board 
found a watery grave. 

But that misfortune did not discourage his relative, sir 
Walter Raleigh. Adopting all the ideas of his brother-in- 
law, he applied to the queen, in whose favour he stood high 
at that time, and procured a patent, with jurisdiction and 
prerogatives as ample as had been granted to tlie other. 
1 sflii Raleigh despatched two small vessels, under the 
command ot Philip Amadas and Arthur Barlow. 
They sailed on the 37th of April, and reached the coast now 
called North Carolina on the 4th of July; making their pas- 
sage in sixty-seven days: which was by no means long, when 
we consider their course, by the Canary and West India 
islands, and their having spent many days at those places, iu 
trading and recruiting their provisions. They touched first 
at an island which they call Wocokon, (probably Ocacoke;) 
then, at Roanoke, near the entrance of Albemarle Sound; and, 
after spending a few weeks in trafficking with the natives, 
and visiting the adjacent continent, returned to England. 
Amadas and Barlow gave so splendid a description of the 
country; its beauty, fertility, mildness of climate, and seren- 
ity of atmosphere; that Elizabeth gave it the name of Vir- 
gmia^ as a memorial that this happy discovery was made 
under a maiden queen. 

The great profusion of grapes attracted their particular 
notice. So plentiful were they along the shore, that the 
surge of the seia overflowed them; and, in all places, they 
observed so many, on the sand, in the plains, and on tho 
verdant ground upon the hills; on every little shrub, and 
climbing towards the tops of the lofty cedars; that, in the 
whole world, they declare, a similar abundance had not been 
found. When they discharged their arms, so large a fiock 
of cranes, in general, white, arose around them, and with so 
loud a cry, redoubled by many echoes, that the noise equal- 
led the combined shouting of an army. They had remained 
at the island two dayar, before they had seen any of the nat* 
ives. On the third day, they beheld a small boat rowing 
towards them, containing three men; one of whom was taken 
on board, and presented with some clothes, meat, and wine; 
with which, he was highly pleased. The pleasure he re- 
ceived was not unrecompensed. He returned to his little 
boat, and after fishing for about half an hour, and lading it as 
deep as it would allow, he came to a pcint of the land; then, 
dividing his fish into two partSy assigned one as the portion 
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df the ship, the other as the share of the pinnace; and 9 
having thus repaid his debt, he departed. The following 
day, there appeared several other boats. In one of these^ viras 
Granganimeo, brother of the king Wingina; accompanied by 
forty or fifty men; "very handsome and goodly people, and 
in their behaviour," it is said, " as mannerly and civil as any 
in Europe." In the present age, this comparison may seem, 
at the first view, extravagant and unjust: but, if we consider 
the state of civilized society more thkn two centuries ago, 
and reflect, that whilst these have been constantly advancing, 
the other, from nearly the same cause, have been declining, 
in their acquirement of what is supposed to be the standard 
of refinement, we shall no longer doubt the general correct- 
ness of the account. 
_g. Encouraged by this pleasing report, Raleigh fitted 
out a squadron of seven small vessels, with one- 
hundred-and- eighty adventurers: which sailed from Ply- 
mouth, under the command of sir Richard Greenville. This 
colony, he left on the island of Roanoke, under the care of 
captain Lane, assisted by some men of eminence; amongst 
whom, was Harlot, a distinguished mathematician. The lat- 
ter individuals faithfully discharged their duty, in obtaining 
a more ample knowlege of the country; having carried their 
researches further than could have been expected, with so 
inconsiderable aid, and from a situation so disadvantageous. 
But the same praise is not due to Lane, and the majority of 
his subordinate companions. They seemed to think nothing 
worthy their attention except gold and silver. Amused by 
the Indians with extraordinary tales, concerning pearl fish- 
erics, and rich mines of those precious metals, they neglect- 
ed the cultivation of the soil; and, being disappointed in 
attaining treasures, which were only the invention of a peo- 
ple, now as anxious to destroy, as they were before to assist, 
these dangerous intruders, they were assailed by a two-fold 
calamity, hostility and famine. Reduced to extreme dis- 
tress, they were preparing to disperse in quest of food, 
when sir Francis Drake, returning from the West Indies, 
appeared with his fleet, and offered them assistance: but 
his generous intention was frustrated by a storm. A small 
vessel, with provisions destined for their service, was dashed 
to pieces; and, as he could not supply them, a second time, 
with adequate relief, at their unanimous request, he car- 
ried them home to England. Thus ended that ill-cot\d\x^V 
ed experiment; after a trial of nine moivXYv^. 
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Only a Tew days expired, when a small barky with some 
stores, despatched by Raleigh, arrived at the place where 
those men had been settled; but, on finding it deserted, she 
returned: and scarcely was that vessel gone, before Green- 
ville appeared with further aid. He searched for the colony; 
but receiving no information of its fate, he left fifteen of his 
crew to retain possession of the island, and departed. 

Early in the following year, the proprietors despatched 
three vessels, under the command of captain White, with 
one-hundrcd-and-fifty men. In the month of July, they ar- 
rived at Roanoke, and endeavoured to find the small party 
left there by sir Richard Greenville; but of their fate they 
collected no satisfactory account. It is most probable, that 
their misconduct had caused their dispersion; perhaps their 
death : the bonev of one person were seen; the fort which 
Lane had erected was thrown down; but their dwellings re- 
mained unhurt. Both were overgrown with melons. Some 
deer had entered within the deserted walls, and were feeding 
on the fruit, which perhaps their late inhabitants had planted; 
a melancholy scene. 

In about a month after the arrival of captain White, his 
daughter, the wife of Ananias Dare, one of the assistants, had 
a femaie child, in Roanoke; which being the first born in the 
colony, was named V irginia. 

This event might seem propitious; it was certainly a very 
pleasing occurrence. But misfortune pursued even this 
infant settlement. Insubordination, anarchv, distress, were 
every day increasing. At the desire, therefore, of the in- 
habitants, the governor returned to Er>.p:Iand, for supplies; 
and, at his request, a fleet, under the command of Greenville, 
was prepared at Biddiford: but, on account of the Spanish 
Armada, which then threatened the parent country with 
destruction, this officer, whose talents were now required in 
a more important service, was ordered not to sail Wiiite, 
however, obtained two .small pinnaces, the Brave and the 
Roe; the former of thirty, the latter of only twenty-five tons 
burthen; with which he departed for America. Tiie object 
of the voyage was, however, soon neglected, the distressed 
situation of the colony forgotten. Piracy engrossed tlie en- 
tire attention of the seamen. Having plundered every ves- 
sel that they could overtake, British, Scotch, or foreign; 
chased and beaten off an armed vessel of two-hundred tons, 
with a degree of courage worthy of a better cause, one of the 
jiinnaces was attacked by two large French privateers; when, 
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after a desperate battle, in which many men on both sides 
were killed, she and her consort were themseWes plundered, 
and forced to return to Englandl "Thus," says the narrator 
of these adventures, "God justly pumshed the former thiev- 
ery of our evil-disposetl mariners." 

This atrocious desertion of their duty proved fatal to the 
colony. Receiving no supply, its inhabitants perished mis- 
erably by famine, or by the hands of their surrondlng cne* 
mies. 



CHAPTER III.—PART 1. 

ExertlonB of Richard Hakluyt. Eatablishment at Jamts 

7'own^ in Firginia. Life and adventures ofcafitian Smith. 

Marriage of captain Rolfe with Pocahuntaa. Productions 

of Virginia: agriculture^ mode of livings religion^ andafi* 

fiearance^ of the Indiam, 

DURING the remainder of Elizabeth's reign, no further 
efforts were, made to establish a colony in Virginia. Allui*ed 
by new objects, and always giving a preference to the most 
arduous and splendid, Raleigh engaged in undertakings, so 
vast and various, as were far beyond his power of accom- 
plishing. Wherefoi*e, becoming cold to this unprofitable 
scheme, he assigned his interest in that country, which he 
had never visited, to Sir Thomas Smith and a company of 
1596 '"^''^^^^^^ ^" London. But they were satisfied by 
a petty traffic with the natives, and made no attempt 
to take possession of the soil. 

A few years previous to this, Richard Hakluyt, preben- 
dary of Westminster, in order to stimulate his countrymen 
to naval enterprise, published a valuable collection of voy- 
ages and discoveries made by Englishmen, and translated 
some of the best accounts of the voyages of the Spaniards 
and Portuguese to the East and West Indies. The motives 
of this publication are singular and interesting. They dis- 
play an affectionate regard for the honour and welfare of his 
native land. By a long conlinutd attention to the duties of 
lecturing on geography, and an ardent curiosity in all matters 
relating to distant countries, Hakluyt had grown familiar 
with the principal sea-cuptains,and most eminent merchants 
of the age; by which means, his knowledge became cxt.ev\^\N^ 
and correct. Appointed to accompany l\\t c^m^^v?^ ^xc^aa.'^" 
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sador tothe court of Paris, durin); the five years he remain- 
ed in that service, hU patriotic fecling^s were daily wounded 
by the reproaches thrown outi in conversation and in books, 
against the sluggish indifference of his countrymen, and by 
the extravagant praises lavished on other nations, for their 
discoveries and naval enterprise; a neglect the more remark- 
able, on the part of England, in so long and happy a time of 
peace. On his retuni, he immediately commenced his vol- 
uminous and laborious undertaking- In the preface of this 
work, which is dedicated to sir Francis Walsingham, he 
strongly evinces the ardency of his feelings, and presents 
an interesting summary of the foreign relations of his coun* 
try. " Which of the kings of England, before her majesty,** 
he demands, <^ displayed their banners in the Caspian Sea? 
Which of them have ever traded with the emperor of Persia^ 
and obtained for her merchants numerous and important priv- 
ileges? Who, at any time before, beheld an English regi- 
ment, in the stately porch of the Grand Signior at Constanti- 
nople? Who ever found English consuls and commercial 
agents at Tripolis in Syria; at Aleppo, at Babylon, at Balsa- 
ra: and> still more, who, before this period, ever heard of 
Englishmen at Goa: what English ships did heretofore an- 
chor in the great river Plate, pass and repass the strait of 
Magellan, range along the coast of Chili, Peru, and all the 
western side of New Spain, further indeed, than the vessels 
of any other nation had ever venturec); traverse the immense 
surface of the South Sea, land upon theLuzones, in despite 
of the enemy; enter into alliance, amity and traffic, with the 
princes of the Moluccas and the isle of Java; double the fam- 
ous Cape of Good Hope, arrive at the isle of St. Helena, and, 
last of all, return home richly laden with the commodities 
of China." 

By the zealous endeavours of .a person respected equally 
by traders and men of rank, numbers of both orders formed 
an association again lo establish colonies in America, and 
petitioned James the first to sanction the execution of their 
plans. The period was highly favourable to their wishes. 
James was scarcely seated on the tjirone, when he conclud- 
ed, by an amicable treaty, the tedious war which bad been 
carried on with Spain; and now readily granted their re- 
quest. He divided into two districts, of nearly equal ex- 
tent, that portion of North America which stretches from 
the 34th, to the 45th degree, of latitude, excepting the ter- 
ritory of any other Christian prince or people, already occu- 
pied; one called the First, or South, Colony, the other, thq 
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Second, or North, Colony, of Virginia. He authorized sir 
Thomas Gates, sir George Summers, Ricliard Hak- 
luyt, and others, mostly resident in London, to settle 
in a limited district of the former. An equal extent of the 
latter, he allotted to several gentlemen and merchants of 
Bristol, Plymouth, and other parts of the west of England. 
Neither the individuals who received, nor the prince who 
granted, this charter, had any conception that it would lay 
the foundation of states, which, in a few centuries, would 
rival the parent country in wealth, in science^ and in power. 
As the object of association was new, so the plan of conduct- 
ing their affairs was uncommon. The supreme govern- 
ment of the colonies was vested in a council resident in 
England, to be nominated by the king; the subordinate Ju- 
risdiction, in a council, which was to reside in America, and 
also (o be named by the crown, and act conformably with 
its instructions. Several clauses, however, evinced con- 
siderable liberality. Whatever was required for their sus- 
tenance, or for the support of commerce, he permitted to be 
shipped from England free of duty, during the space of sev- 
en years: and, as a further incitement to industry, granteil 
thera the liberty of trading with other nations; appropriat- 
ing the duties to be laid on foreign traffic for twenty-one 
years, as a fund for their exclusive benefit. 

The ugh many persons of distinction b<^came proprietors 
in the company which undertook to plant the first colony in 
Virginia, its stock was inconsidc liable, and its efforts ex- 
tremely feeble. In those days, the arts were not under- 
stood, by which vast undertakings can be accomplished, as 
much by the credit, as by the capital, of a corporation. A 
vessel of only a hundred tons, and two barks, under the 
command of captain Newport, sailed with onc-hundred-and- 
iive men, destined to remain in the country. Some of these 
were of respectable families; particularly Mr. Pejcy, a 
brother of the carl of Northumberland, and several officers 
who had served with reputation in ^he preceding reign. In 
following the ancient course by the West Indies, Newport 
made a tedious passage. But though his passage was re- 
tarded, his arrival was propitious. The first land that he 
discovered was a promontory, the southern boui.dary of the 
. .J Chesapeake; which he named Cape Henry, in hon^ 
lfi07 ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ prince of Wales. He immediately enter- 
ed that spacious inlet; and, keeping along the soutK^ 
cm shore, sailed about sixty miles up a vivtv^c;x\\t^>a^ \>ftfe 
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natives Powhatan; but to which he gave the name of Jamei 
River, through respect to his sovereign. Here, the colony 
determined to reside. Having, therefore, chosen a proper 
site for their infant settlement, tiiey conferred on it the name 
of James Town; which it still retains: and, though it never 
advanced to either opulence or importance, it is on one ac- 
count remarkable; it can boast of being the most ancient hab- 
itation c'f the English on the American continent. 

In its earliest infancy, this feeble society was involved ia 
war. Imprudent in their conduct towards the natives, the 
suspicion, already excited in the minds of that independent 
people, always watchful against invasion, was now heighten-' 
ed into resentment, at this open violation of their rights. To 
war, was added a calamity more dreadful, that bravery would 
oppose in vain«. A scarcity of provisions, approaching to a 
famine, introduced diseases, which, aided by the effects of a 
sultry climate upon their exhausted frames, in a few months 
swept away half their number, and left the remainder sirkly 
and dejected. " In such trying extremities,** says an ad- 
. mired historian, ^^ the comparative powers of ';very individu- 
al are discovered and called forth; and each, naturally, takes' 
that station, and assumes that ascendency, to which he is 
entitled by his talents and force of mind " Every eye was 
now turned towards Captain Smith, who had been appoint* 
ed in England one of the council, and all willingly devolved 
on him the government; an authority much greater than 
that of which, on their arrival, they had unjustly deprived 
him. 

A character so distinguished in the annals of Virginia; 
so marked by nature with those bold traits of spirit and of 
genius; arrests the historian's pen, and claims a more than 
ordinary notice; a degree of attention, in some measure pro- 
poriioned to the transactions with which he is associated. 
Captain John Smith, the father of Virginia, was liorn of an 
ancient family, in 1579, at Willoughby, in Lincolnshire, and 
educated in the schools of AHbrd and Louth. His parents, 
who died when he was only in his thirteenth year, left nima 
small estate; which, however, through his own want of econ- 
omy, and the inattention of his guardians, became soon in- 
adequate to his support. He then accompanied a son of the 
famous lord Willoughby into France; and, after remaining 
there a short time, returned to his relations; who gave him 
a few shillings out of his own estate, as an acquittance from 
any further demands. He next served for some years in 
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the Low Countries, against the Spaniards. Thence, passing 
over into Scotland, he remained there a short time amongst 
his friends: but, weary of the successive intemperance of 
company, in which he had never felt delight, he retired^ 
with a faithfdl servant, into the midst of on extensive forest, 
and, on the margin of a little brook, entwined an arbour of 
boughs; in which he lay, with no other bed than leaves, no 
covering except his ordinary dress. His study contfsted in 
Machiavers art of war, and Marcus Aurelius; his exercise, 
a good horse, with his <^ lance and ring," his food, the deer, 
the rambling inhabitant of the woods'. Satiated, at length, 
by retirement, he allowed himself again to intermingle in 
society, was again disgusted, and entered a second time into 
tbe wars against the. Spaniards: but, abhorring a contest in 
which one Christian was employed in the slaughter of 
another, )ie determined to use bis sword in a cause more 
congenial with his feelings. Accordingly, after various misfor* 
tunes, and extraordinary, romantic adventures, he joined 
the Hungarian army, at that time fighting under the ban- 
ners of Austria, against the Turks. By his ingenious strat« 
agems, he contributed highly to his party's success. When 
encamped before the walls of Regall, in Transylvania, he 
had an opportunity of distinguislnng himself in a most sin- 
l^ular adventure. So much time had been spent by the 
Christians in erecting their batteries, that the Turks were 
apprehensive lest their enemy would depart without mak- 
ing an assault upon the town, and, thereby, prevent them 
from gaining honour in their repulse; an honour the more 
desirable, as many ladies of exalted rank were anxious ob- 
servers of the siege, and longed, after so much delay, to 
see " some court^like pastime." In that chivalrous age, 
when every soldier fought under the patronage of a favour- 
ite mistress, whose image was impressed upon his heart, 
to request was to insure performance. A Turkish noble 
immediately challenged any captain of the besieging army 
to siugie combat, *vfor e^xh other's head." The challenge 
was readily accepted. The champion was appointed by lot, 
and fate selected the, intrepid Smith. — The combat soon 
commenced, and soon the Turk paid the forfeit of his head; 
the ladies were desirous of another trial, and again the vie* 
tor Was rewarded with a head; the request was repeated, 
and the issue was the same Shortly afterwards, he aided 
in taking the place: by storm; and, for his fo'mcr exploit^ 
Which nothing but the Qianners of the a^^ c^^xi ^^S^^^Xi^^ 
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mme was enrolled in the heraldic records of Transylvania^ 
with the appropriate armorial bearing of three Turks' heads. 

The undaunted temper of Smith, deeply tinctured with 
the romantic spirit of the times, was happily adapted to the 
present trying situation. The vigour of his constitution 
was unimpaired, and his mind knew not the sensation of 
danger. As the recompense of his toils, he saw abundance 
and contentment re-established, and hoped that he should be 
able to maintain his people in a comfortable state until the 
arrival of supplies from England. But his expectations 
were destroyed by an interesting misfortune. When hunt- 
ing in the woodS} he was attacked by two-hundred Indians, 
who poured in upon him a continued flight of arrows. Sciz- 
ing one of the assailants, Smith tied him with his garter to 
his ann, and used him as a shield to arrest the darts; a re- 
source which did not induce his companions to desist,^nor 
was it sufficient to prevent their weapons from occasionally 
reaching the intended mark. He sunk in this unequal con- 
test, and was made prisoner. Charmed, however, by the 
various arts which he used to astonish or to please his In- 
dian victors, they released him from captivity. TJiree-hun- 
dred more, however, of these wandering people, a second 
time pursued him, forced him to seek refuge in a marsh, and, 
after hehad thrown away his arms, which, by reason of the cold, 
he could no longer use, obliged him to surrender, and carried 
him in triumph to Powhatan, the principal chieftain of Vir- 
ginia. The doom of death being pronounced, be was led to 
the place of execution, and his head already bowed down to 
receive the fatal blow, when the tender sentiment of female 
pity interposed in his behalf. At that instant, the favourite 
daughter of Powhatan rushed in between him and the up- 
lifted club, and by her intreatics and her tears previailed on 
her father to recall his sentence. Nor did the beneficence 
of this amiable child, (for she had not yet attained her thir- 
teenth year,) terminate in the saving of his life; she soon 
afterwards procured his liberty, and sent him, frcm time to 
time, seasonable presents of provisions. 

On his return to James Town, Smith found the colony 
reduced to thirty-eight persons; who, in despair, were mak- 
ing preparations to abandon a country, which they thought 
Hot destined to be the habitation o£ Englishmen. This re- 
solution, he with difficulty induced them to defer. The 
anxiously expected succour from England shortly after- 
wards arrived. Plenty was again restored: one-hundred 
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pew planters were added to their numbers; and tbcy receiv- 
ed all things required for the interest of agriculture. But 
an unlucky incident diverted their attention from the proper 
means of giving comfort to their situation. In a small 
stream that issued from a bank of sandy near James Towny 
there -was discovered a shining mineral substanccy resemb- 
ling gold. Every hand was now employed in its collectionr 
large quantities of this glittering dust were gathered; and 
by the judgment of an artist, whose ignorance of minerals 
was exceeded only by the credulity of his companionsy it 
was pronounced extremely rich. With this imaginary 
wealth, the first vessel returning to England was entirely 
laden. The culture of the land, and every useful employ- 
ment) were neglected^ either forgotten, or abandoned with 
contempt. 

The effects of this delusion were soon severely felt. Not- 
withstanding all the provident activity, the unremitting 
anxiety, the extraordinary self- denial, of captain Smith, the 
colony began to suffer as much as formerly, from scarcity 
of food and the consequent visitation of distempers. In the 
hope of obtaining some relief. Smith proposed to open an 
intercourse with the remote Indian tribes, and to ascertain 
their state of culture and population. The execution of this 
arduous and dangerous design, he, with his accustomed 
bravery and zeal, undertook himself, with a small open boaty 
a feeble crew, and a very scanty stock of provisions. He 
began his survey at Cape Charles; mid, in two different ex- 
cursions, that occupied above four months, visited all the 
countries on the eastern and western shores of the bay, en- 
tered most of the considerable creeks, traced many of the 
great rivers as far as their falls, and obtained a supply of 
food for the suffering colony. After sailing upwards of 
three-thousand miles, during which the hardships to which 
he was exposed, and the fortitude with which he surmount- 
ed them, equal whatever is related of the mdst daring ad- 
venturers, he returned to James Town; bringing an account 
of that large tract of country, now comprehended in the two 
states of Virginia and Maryland, so full and correct, that his 
map isnhe original from which all subsequent delineations 
have been formed. 

At this period, a change was made in the constitution of 
the company, that promised to afford the colony security 
and happiness. 

The supreme direction of all their operations^ which t&% 
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king had retenrtd to himself, discouraged pertons of rank, 
property, or independent spirit, from becoming members of 
a society subjected to the arbitrary decisions of the crown; 
upon a represenution of which to James, he granted them 
a new charter, with privileges more ample and explicitly 
•efined. He enlarged the boundaries of the colony; abol- 
Mhed the jurisdiction of the council in Virginia; vested th© 
f oveniment entirely in one residing in London, the members 
of which were to be chosen by a majority of the proprietors; 
and empowered these to nominate a governor, who should 
remain in Virginia, and carry their orders into execution. 

To that important office, the new council appointed lord 
Delaware: but, as this nobleman could not immediately 
leave England, sir Thomas Gates and sir George Summers, 
fhe former of whom had been chosen lieutenant general) the 
]atter, admiral, were despatched, with five-hundred planters. 
Unfortunately, a violent hurricane separated, from the rest 
of the fleet, the vessel in which these officers had embarked. 
T^e remainder arrived safely at James Town. The acci- 
dent) however^ produced consequences Wiucm were seHGUr 
and embarrassing. The original form of government was 
held abolished ; no legal warrant could be found for estab* 
lishing any other ; and every thing tended to the wildest an- 
archy. Smith was not in a condition, at this juncture, to act 
with his accustomed vigour. By an accidental explosioQ 
of gun-powder, this generous hero, at once the Fabius and 
MarcelliMj the Tthield and sword, of the infant colony, had 
been so dreadfully mangled, that he was incapable of moving^ 
and was under the necessity, of being carried to Elngland, in 
the hope of recovering by a mode of treatment more skilful 
than he could meet in Virginia. 

We shall not attempt to exhibit a picture of the wretched- 
ness which followed. We are unequal to the task ; and 
even were the task accomplished, the exhibition would be 
alike superfluous and disgusting. In less than six months, 
of five-hundred persons, whom Smith left in Virginia, only 
sixty remained alive ; so feeble and dejected, that they could 
not have prolonged their existence for many days, had not 
luccour arrived from a quarter whence it could not have 
been expected even by hope itself Gates and Summers 
made their appearance. Although wrecked on one of the 
Bermuda islands, none of their companions had perished; 
and a considerable part of their provision and other stores 
had been saved. In that delightful spot, the hand of na- 
(i^re was so liberali that one-hundred-and-fifty peojile 8ub« 
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sisted comfortably, for ten months, upon her bounty. Im- 
patient, however, to escape from a place where thoy were 
cut off from the rest of mankind; for, all was solitude^- 
not a wandering Indian was found amidst its forests; thef 
commenced the building of two barks, whichy by wonderfol 
ingenuity and perseverance, they at length completed; and, 
in these, after a more prosperous voyage than could reat« 
onably have been expected, they arrived at James Town. 
But the relief which they afforded, though it saved the 
wretched survivers from immediate death, was unable to 
preserve them until the autumn. Nothing now remaihedy 
but that the whole should abandon the colony, and seek 
more immediate assistance. With only sixteen days' pro- 
vision, they set sail, therefore, in hopes of soon reaching the 
banks of Newfoundland, and getting relief from their coun* 
try men, employed there at that season in the fishery. But^ 
before they had proceeded to the mouth of the river, they 
were met by lord Delaware; who brought a large supply 
of sustenance, a considerable number of new settlers, and 
every thing requisite either for cultivation or defence* 

Under the tender and skilful administration of this noble- 
man, the colony|began,once more, to assUme a promising ap- 
pearance. He was succeded by sir Thomas Dale; who con- 
cludeil a treaty of friendship with the Powhatans; one of 
the most powerful and warlike tribes in Virginia. 

An event, net very honourable to the governor, prepared 
the way for that union. Pocahunlas, to whose intercession 
captain Smith was indebted for his life, having persevered 
in her attachment to the English, frequently visited their 
settlements; and, during this intercourse, was betrayed, by 
a reward of a copper kettle given to an old Indian woman, 
on board a vessel, and there imprisoned. Her father, who 
loved her with most ardent affection, was now obliged toi 
discontinue hostilities, and conclude a treaty, on such terms 
as were dictated by his treacherous enemy. The treaty, 
thus begun in perfidy, was, notwithstanding, in the end, pro* 
ductive of signal benefit; and, in consequence of a subse* 
quent occurrence, cherished by its victim with as much at* 
tachment as it had before experienced his opposition. The 
beauty of Pocahuntas made so great an impression on Mr* 
Rolfe, a young gentleman of considerable rank, that he 
warmly entreated her to accept of him as a husband. Tho 
princess readily consented, and her father did not 4isap« 
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Ig.A prove the alliance. The marriage was celebratedy 
with extraordinary pomp; and, from that period, a 
frietidly correspondence subsisted between the colony and 
all the tribes subject to Powhatan^ or that were under the 
influence of his power. Rolfe and his princess went to 
Kngland; where, by the introduction of captain Smith, she 
was received at court with the respect due to her birth, and 
to the happy advantages arising from the union; was care- 
fully instructed in the Christian religion, and publicly bap- 
tized. In her return to America, Pocahuntas died at Graves- 
encl. She left one son: from whom are sprung some of the 
most respectable families in Virginia; who boast of their de- 
scent from this celebrated female, the daughter of the an- 
cient rulers of the countiy. 

Powhatan had sent with the princess a cunning Indian, 
under pretence of merely officiating as her servant; but, it 
soon appeared, that this man was vested with a very differ- 
ent, and far more important, commission — the numbering of 
the inhabitants of England; in fact, the making of a statisti- 
cal survey of the nation. For this purpose, on his arrival 
at Plymouth, he procured a long stick, upon which he as- 
siduously began to note the census: but, a very short time ' 
being sufficient to convince him that his arithmetic was in- 
adequate to so extended a task, he wisely relinquished the 
design. 

Meanwhile, sir Thomas Dale, not satisfied with the con- 
cessions already extorted from Powhatan, deputed a mes- 
senger to that prince, with further indications of his friend- 
ship. " The governor," said the agent of this insidious offer, 
•^ has sent you two pieces of copper, five strings of white and 
blue beads, five wooden combs, ten fishing-hooks, and a pair 
of knives; he will also give yoii a grind-stone, if you think 
proper to convey it from the settlement: hearing of the ex- 
cellent qualities of your youngest daughter, he intends to 
marry her, and desires that you will send her to him by me.*' 
" I gladly except your salute of love and peace,*' replied the 
wary chieftain, « which, while I live, I shall respect; and I 
thankfully receive the pledges of his esteem: but, as for my 
daughter, I have given her to a prince who resides about 
three days' journey hence." — ^<*You can, however, recall her, 
to gratify * your brother,' " rejoined the messenger; " ^jid 
the morfe easily, as she is now only twelve years old."— 
" Never," returned the indignant father; " I love my daught- 
er as my life; and, though I have many children, I delight 
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In none so much as in her. Should I not often behold her, 
I could not possibly exist: and that I could not do, were she 
to be consigned to him; having resolved not to put myself 
into the hands of your people, nor go amongst them. Carry 
back, then, to my brother, this answer,— that I desire bo 
further proof of his friendship than the promise he has made: 
from me, he has a pledge, one of my beloved daughters; 
which, during her life, must be sufficient : when she dies, he 
shall have another. But I hold it not a brotherly part, his 
desiring to bereave me of two of my children at once. If 
any injury be offered, my country is large enough to secure 
me from his grasp: I am old, and wish to conclude my days 
in peace.'* 

Hitherto, no right of individual property in lands was es- 
tablished. The small qantity which had been cleared, was 
cultivated by the joint labour of the whole; the product was 
lodged in common store-houses, and distributed weekly to 
every family, according to its numbers and its wants. A 
society, so constiuited, might, indeed, under a rigid discip- 
line, and the terrors of actual famine, produce the mere re- 
quisites of existence; but it was not formed to advance be- 
yond that lowest approximation to a state of infancy. The 
idle must still be a weight on the industrious. To remedy 
this evil, the governor tiivided a considerable extent of land 
into small lots, and granted one of these, for ever, to each 
individual; from which period, the colony rapidly extended 

1616 ^ improved. The culture of tobacco, a native of 
that soil, since become the great staple of Virginia, 
was now introduced. But the eager demand for this article 
in England, caused, for some time, another scarcity of food; 
the inconsiderate attention to its production constrained the 
settlers again to plunder the unhappy Indians, revived their 
antipathy to the English name, and called forth a renewal of 
their desolating vengeance. 

Notwithstanding this dreadful state of alarm, the colonists 
stilt pursued the cultivation of the favourite plant; and, as 
they began to form more extensive projects, were unexpect- 
edly furnished with the means of executing them with 
greater facility. How much would we rejoice, could the 
cause, at this moment, be buried in oblivion, its effect be no 
longer traced I A Dutch ship, from the coast of Guinea, 
having sailed up James* River, sold to the planters a part of 
her negroes; which race has been augmented in Virginia, by- 
successive importations, and by the natural increase} until it 
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ent, and far more important, commission — the numbering of 
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design. 

Meanwhile, sir Thomas Dale, not satisfied with the con- 
cessions already extorted from Powhatan, deputed a mes- 
senger to that prince, with further indications of his friend- 
ship. " The governor," said the agent of this insidious offer, 
" has sent you two pieces of copper, five strings of white and 
blue beads, five wooden combs, ten fishing-hooks, and a pair 
of knives; he will also give yoii a grind-stone, if you think 
proper to convey it from the settlement: hearing of the ex- 
cellent qualities of your youngest daughter, he intends to 
marry her, and desires that you will send her to him by me.'* 
" I gladly except your salute of love and peace,*' replied the 
Wary chieftain, << which, while I live, I shall respect; and I 
thankfully receive the pledges of his esteem: but, as for my 
daughter, Ihave given her to a prince who resides about 
three days' journey hence." — ^**You can, however, recall her, 
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the more easily, as she is now only twelve years old."— 
« Never," returned the indignant father; " I love my daught- 
er as my life; and, though I have many children, I delight 
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In none so much as in her. Should I not often behold her, 
I could not possibl]^ exist: and that I could not do, were she 
to be consigned to him; having resolved not to put myself 
into the hands of your people, nor go amongst them. Carry 
back, then, to my brother, this answer^— that I desire so 
further proof of his friendship than the promise he has made: 
from me, he has a pledge, one of my beloved daughters; 
which, during her life, must be sufficient : when she dies, he 
shall have another. But I hold it not a brotherly part, his 
desiring to bereave me of two of my children at once. If 
any injury be offered, my country is large enough to secure 
me from his grasp: I am old, and wish to conclude my days 
in peace.'* 

Hitherto, no right of individual property in lands was es- 
tablished. The small qantity which had been cleared, was 
cultivated by the joint labour of the whole; the product was 
lodged in common store-houses, and distributed weekly to 
every family, according to its numbers and its wants. A 
society, so constituted, might, indeed, under a rigid diacip« 
line, and the terrors of actual famine, produce the mere re- 
quisites of existence; but it was not formed to advance be- 
yond that lowest approximation to a state of infancy. The 
idle must still be a weight on the industrious. To remedy 
this evil, the governor divided a considerable extent of land 
into small lots, and granted one of these, for ever, to each 
individual; from which period, the colony rapidly extended 

ifilfi ^"^ improved. The culture of tobacco, a native of 
that soil, since become the great Staple of Virginia, 
was now introduced. But the eager demand for this article 
in England, caused, for some time, another scarcity of food; 
the inconsiderate attention to its production constrained the 
settlers again to plunder the unhappy Indians, revived their 
antipathy to the English name, and called forth a renewal of 
their desolating vengeance. 

Notwithstanding this dreadful state of alarm, the colonists 
still pursued the cultivation of the favourite plant; and, as 
they began to form more extensive projects, were unexpect- 
edly furnished with the means of executing them with 
greater facility. How much would we rejoice, could the 
cause, at this moment, be buried in oblivion, its effect be no 
longer traced I A Dutch ship, from the coast of Guinea, 
having sailed up James* River, sold to the planters a part of 
her negroes; which race has been augmented in Virginia, by 
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exceeds the number of the whites. Wliat a climax of hu- 
man cupidity and turpitude; what a glaring inconsistency be- 
tween the public professions, and llie private actions, of in- 
dividuals, are here presented for consideration! Only forty 
years were elapsed, since Holland had burst the fetters of a 
Spanish despot. She was at this period the favourite asylum 
of the oppressed: thus, enjoying a political free/iom, made 
yet aweeter by the recollections of a sanguinary bondage,' and 
the proud satisfaction of receiving within her bosom the 
trembling victims of superstition. But, the fetters which 
her citizens had thus broken, and cast upon the ground, are 
quickly lifted and repaired. With adamantine permanence, 
they are transferred to the feeble, unoffending native, of 
another clime. The commerce, which liberty had extended, 
is now made subservient to the encrease of slavery. The 
colonists become partakers in the crime: they place the last 
rivet to the chains, and plead necessity in exculpation of the 
deed. But, there was no necessity: the land which they had 
deserted maintained only a scanty population, and required 
not their removal. Its neglected soil was more generous, 
its climate more congenial, than was either in the. country 
that they adopted; its laws more liberal than those which 
they now obeyed. It had not driven these colonists away: 
their emigration was voluntary; embraced with ardour, be- 
cause dictated by ambitron. 

Scarcely had they committed this outrage on the liberty 
of others, when they succeeded in the extension of their own. 
Whilst trampling on their fellow men, they seemed to rise 
in their own importance, and be impressed with a more live- 
ly sense of the value of freedom. In compliance with this 
1619 '^P"*^^, the governor, sir George Yeardley, called a 
general assembly, the first held in Virginia. Popu-^ 
lation was now so increased, and the settlements were so 
dispersed, that eleven corporations sent represrcntatives to 
this convention; which was permitted to assume legislative 
power, the natural privijege of man. The bupreme authori- 
ty was lodged partly in the governor, partly in a council of 
state appointed by the company, and in a general assembly, 
composed of representatives of the people. The first re- 
sembled the soycreign; the second, the house of peers; an4 
the lastf the.hspse of commons, of the British constitution: 
then, the best mode of free govermnenl ever established by 
any nation of the world, and the sy&tein from which all sub- 
sequent Englisli cobnial policy has been formed. 
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A nitural effect of that happy change was an increase of 
their agriculture There was now produced tobacco, not 
only adequate to the consumption of Great Britain, but some 
also for a foreign market. The company opened a trade 
uritb Holland, and established warehouses in Middleburgh 
and Flushing. This measure is remarkable, as having pro* 
duced the first difference of sentiment between the colony 
and the parent state. Jealous at seeing a commodity, for 
which the demand was every day increasing, conducted to 
foreign ports, without being subject to its control, thereby 
causing a diminution of its revenue, the latter endeavoured 
to check this colonial enterprise ; not considering that the 
restraint was a breach of the sacred principles of justice. 

The bold spirit of discussion which the new constitution 
had infused into the general courts of the colony in Londoui 
having soon drawn the attention, and roused the suspicion} 
of James, their charter, by the decision of the king's bench} 
was forfeited, and the company dissolved. His successor} 
Charles the first, adopted all his father's maxims, with res- 
pect to Virginia I so that, during a great part of his reign, it 
inew no other law tlian the royal ^ri!!* But, the colonists not 
^ietly submitting to this system of oppression, Ch*rlc» 
yielded to the people's voice : he recalled Harvey, his ob- 
noxious governor, and in his place appointed sir William 
Berkeley; a man of consummaie abiiitici SPm CXI^l^^^ ""^^ok* 
prudent, virtuous, and popular : under whose administraiiony 
Virginia remained, with some short periods of interruption, 
almost forty years. This pleasing change in the person of 
the governor was accompanied by a still further ameliora- 
tion in the mode of government. The growing opposition 
experienced by the king from domestic subjects, prompted 
him to court the affections of those abroad. Berkeley, 
though the literal tenor of his commission was the same with 
that of his predecessor, receivedinstructions to declare, that} 
ill all its concerns, civil and ecclesiastical, the colony would 
be goveraed by the laws of England. He was directed to 
issue writs for choosing representatives of the people; whO} 
in conjunction with himself and the council, were to form a 
general assembly, and possess supreme legislative power, 
(subject, however, to the ratification of the general courts in 
England,) and to establish courts of justice, in which all 
cau<ies should be decided, agreeably to the forms of proce- 
dure in the parent state. 

After royalty was abolished in Great Bntain ; by the ex- 
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ecutien of the kin^, and the consequent establishment of a 
commonwealth, the authority of the crown continued to be 
•acknowledged in Virginia. Retaining a lively feeling of 
gratitude towards a monarch, from whom, through whatever 
reason, they had received immunities, no less valuable than 
unexpected, the colonists had preserved unshaken loyalty to 
Charles, during all his misfortunes. But the measures of 
the English government, were prompt and vigorous A 
1 65 1 '^u^^^^ous squadron, with a considerable body of land- 
forces, were despatched to reduce the Virginians to 
obedience. Berkeley made resistance to this formidable ar- 
mament ; but could not long maintain so unequal a contest* 
He was soon defeated. His gallant conduct, however, in- 
stead of injuring, was of service to his people. They re- 
ceived indemnity for the past, and were allowed all the priv- .. 
ileges of citizens. Notwithstanding, the governor disdained 
to make any stipulations for himself f and, choosing to pass i 
his days far from a government which he detested, he con- 1 
tinned, for some years, in Virginia as a private man, 'j 
beloved and respected by all over whom he had presided. 4 

The English C4)mmonwealth was not satisfied with the 
mere subjection of the colonies. It next turned its atten- 
tion to securing, by an express law, the benefit of their in* 
crcrasing commerce. With this view, the parliament fram- 
ed two acts: one pfpohibiting all mercantile intercourse 
between the" colonies jand foreign slates ; the other, the.in[i- 
portation of Asiatic, African, or American produce, into the " 
dominions of the commonwealth ; except in vessels belong- 
ing to English subjects, or to the people of the respective 
colonies from which the importation was made ; navigated 
by an English commander, and by cr6ws, the greater part of 
which must be Englishmen. 

On the death of Mathews, the last governor appointed by 
Ci*omwell after he had usurped the supreme power, the 
Virginians, no longer under the control of authority, burst 
out with the utmost violence. They forced siir William 
Berkeley from his retirement, boldly erected the royal stand- 
ard, and proclaimed Charles the second, son of the late 
monarch, their lawful sovereign. Thus, they were the last 
British subjects who renounced their allegiance, and the 
first who returned to their duty ; a distinction, which, with 
whatever degree of pride they were once fond of recollecting 
it, would at the present day, be willingly relinquished. 
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Indeed, the satisfaction of living under their ancient sov- 
ereign, was all perhaps which they had expected. For, 
though the unbending disposition of the Stuarts promised no 
amendment in the government, still, their tiile was undis- 
puted, their family, from its antiquity, more respected than 
that which had usurped their place ; considerations of mo- 
mentuous influence on the minds of a lurge number uf men 
of rank; recently arrived in the colony, to avoid tliC dangers 
to which their principles exposed them in England. For- 
tunately for the Virginians, another revolution soon placed 
Charles the second on the throne, and saved them from the 
chastisement to which they were exposed by their previous 
declaration in his favour. But, gracious professions of es- 
teem were the only return made by the new king for their 
loyalty and service ; and the new parliament, inst(;ad of re- 
:,. moving the restraints imposed upon their trade by the com- 
A-. mon wealth, not only adopted all their ideas, but carried them 

r still further. This produced the memorable Act of -Naviga- 
^ tion. It enjoined, that no commodities should be imported 

■^ into any settlement, in Asia, Africa, or America, or export- 
ed from them, except in vessels built in England, or in the 
plantations ; of which vessels, the masters and three fourths 
of the mariners should be English subjects : and that no 

" sugar^ tobacco, cotton, wool, indigo, or woods used in dying, 
of the growth or manufacture of the colonies, should be ship- 
ped from them to any country except England. Soon after- 
wards, this act was extended, and prohibited the importation 
of any European commodity into the colonies, unless laden 

i^ in England, in vessels navigated according to the tenor of 
the act. 

From that period, until the English revolution in 1688, 
if we except an insurrection raised by Nathaniel Bacon, a 
colonel of militia, there is not any occurence in the history 
of Virginia essential to be noticed in this work. The num- 
ber of its inhabitants then exceeded sixty-thousand; by 
which it appears, that in the previous twenty-eight years 
its population was doubled. 

The college of William and Mary, at Williamsburg, the 
principal seminary of learning in this state, was founded in 
1691, in the reign of the sovereigns whose name it bears. 
To aid in its erection and support, they gave nearly two- 
thousand pounds, out of their private purse, and granted 
twenty-thousand acres of land, besides a penny a pound on 
all tobacco sent from the province and from Maryland to 
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the other English plantations. The assembly gave il addi- 
tional Tcvenues; which increased its annual income to up- 
"wards of three-thousand pounds; and a considerable dona- 
tion was added, by the great Irish philosopher Boyle^ for 
the literary and reiigious instruction of the Indians. 

When the continent of North America was first visited 
by Europeans, the whole country, with the exception of 
small patches cleared by the aborigines, and the /irairiesj or 
natural meadows, since discovered in the western territo- 
ries, was one uninterrupted forest- The groves were gen- 
erally thick and lofty. Sometimes, the trees were felled by 
the aid of fire and of sharp stones, but, for the most part, 
they grew, died, and decayed upon the same spot; Much 
of the surface, especially near the sea-coast and along the 
banks of rivers, was covered with swamps, marshes^ and 
stagnant waters. There were no horses, cows, sheep, ^ 
swine, nor tame animals of any kind; though, in a state of S 
nature, plenty of deer, moose, elks, and buffaloes; bears, "^ 
squirrels, and conies, suitable for food: also, wolves, and a ..- 
kind of lion; bcbides other quadrupeds, amounting in the '' 
whole, according to the accounts received in Virginia, to 
twentyoeight difiTerent species. There was abundance of 
wild turkeys, pigeons, swans, geese, ducks, and partridges; 
herons, cranes, hawks, and a vast number of other birds, 
making, in all, eighty-five kinds Sturgeon, herring, 
trout, ray, mullet, plaice; together with crabs, lobsters, tor- 
toises', muscles, and oysters; abounded in the rivers. In the 
woods, the natives gathered, chesnuts, grapes, walnuts, 
medlars, apple-crabs, hurtleberries, aud strawberries: they 
cultivated maize, peas, beans, pompions, melons, and gourds; 
and were furnished by the hand of nature with an extensive 
variety of large bulbous roots, which they dried and used as 
bread. In agriculture, they had made some progress. With 
wooden instruments, they broke up the surface of the ground, 
and leveled the weeds and old stalks of corn; which, after 
remaining for a while exposed to the sun, they burned to 
ashes, and scattered as manure. At a distance of three 
feet, and in regular rows, they made holes, in each of which 
they sowed four grains of corn, every grain beinu: detached; 
and, in the intervals, planted beans, peas, pompions, melons, 
and other useful vegetables. This is very similar to the 
most improved method of the present day; and, when viewed 
in conjunciion with the produce, leads to an opinion, that 
these people were not in the least inferior) in the arts of 
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huibandrfy to the cotemporaneout inhabitants of Great 
JBritaini and tiiat they wanted only the aid of iron to render 
them superior.* << An £lngUsh acre, amongst the Indians/' 
says Hariot) the correct observer, from whom, chiefly, are 
drawn the accounts of their domestic economy and meant 
of subsistence, << will yield, of corn, beans, and peas, two- 
hundred London bushels; whereas, in England, forty bush- 
els of wheat from the same extent, are considered as -a large 
cn)p.'' In some other parts, however, they pursued the 
cultivation of the soil on a much more extended scale. To* 
wards the south, in those districts now known by the names 
of West Florida and Alabama, many thousand bushels of 
oom were collected against a time of need, in the public 
granaries. This ^rain, distinguished in Europe by the 
Mme of maize, ^as called by the Indians ftogatour. In 
Virginia, there were silk worms, as large as walnuts; grass, 
resembling si^k, of which a piece of cloth was manufactured 
in England; besides flax and hemp, equal in quality to those 
of Britain. But, of ail the objects of cultivation, the most 
careful attention seemed given to the uppowac; at present 
known, in commercial language, by the name of tobacco. 
This was sown in beds, distinct from every other pjant; as 
if to preserve it from the unhallowed contract of an ignoble 
companion; it !»eing the favourite incense offered to their 
deity, and considered efiicacious in quelling the stormy 
waves. Thev did not, however, confine its use to the altar 
of the invisible spirit. It had an extensive consumptiouy 
in the ordinary mode of smoking, in pipes made of clay, as 
a potent averter of disease. 

Their houses were built in a variety of forms, and of va- 
rious dimensions. Some were framed with small poles, 
brought together and fastened at the top, in a round, or an 
oval, form, resembling an arbour in an English garden, and 
covered with bark, or with mats made of long rushes: others 
were constructed with whole trees, in the manner of the 
present log-house, and covered with palmetto leaves. In 
several of these, which, according to the opinion of Harlot, 
were not inferior to the houses ot Great Britain, a hundred 



* Agriculture, thougk much improved, was still nxj imperfect So mudi 
so, that the people of England, in a great measure, depended npta forein 
nations for tkeir daily bread. Wheat was considered low at tb!r^f-tii9 1|£- 
liags; barley, at uxtesn ihilliogs per quarter of eight buiheli. 
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people slept in one room; there being a separate aparty 
inent for the king and queen. Each person lay on a log 
of wood} hollowed so as to accommodate the shape of the 
back| with the head supp9rted on a higher piece, which 
formed the pillow. The fire was kindled in the centre, and 
the smoke found a passage through the door.* Ignition 
was produced by a continued rubbing together of two sticks. 
They had neither chair nor stool, but sat on the ground, 
commonly with their elbows on their knees; a mode and 
attitude still in general practice amongst the poor peasan- 
try in some parts of Europe. A few wooden and stone ves- 
sels served all the purposes of domestic life. Their knife 
was a sharp stone, shell, or reed; with whibh, they cut their 
hair, and trimmed their bows and arrows. They made their 
axes of stohes, shaped similar to the usual ones of iron. They 
had wooden mortars, stone pestles, and chissels; and dress- 
ed their corn with a clam-shell, or with a stick made flat 
and sharp at one end. They had hooks made of flexible 
bonei which they used for fishing; and nets, for the same 
purpose, thirty feet long> wrought with cords of hemp, 
twisted by the women. Their towns, near the sea-coast, 
were small, and few in number. They contained eacbfrom 
ten to thirty houses; and were not unfrequently defended 
by a wall of stakes^ driven closely together into the 
ground. 

The language of one community wis ditferent from that 
of another; and the greater the intervening distance between 
the nations, the more perceptible was the dissimilarity. 

Notwithstanding that these people were very ignorant, 
when compared with the English, (in- the opinion of the 
same writer,) yet, making allowance for their want of means 
to display their acquirements, they were both smart and in- 
genious. Nor were they destitute of religion. Unaided by 
the blessing^ of revelation, they had, by the mere dictates 
of natural reason, received a system which was, in a great 
measure, adequate ' to the prevention of injustice. They 
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« England, about the same period, offers a similar picture of domestic 
economy. " At this time, the dwellings of people, eyen of considerable 
estate, were of plank, badly put together, and chimnies were almost unknown 
in England. The fire was kindled by the wall, and the smoke found its 
way through the roof, door, or windows. The furniture was appropriate. The 
people slept on sb^w pallets, haying a log under their heads for a pillow, and 
almost every domestic utensil was of wo6d." 

12e%n of J^ary,^&ime. 
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DelieFed, that there were many gods; who were of various 
degrees, and possessed peculiar attributes; but, that there 
was one God above the whole, by whom the others, and 
the universe, were made: that the soul was immortal; and 
that there was, in a future state, a place of reward for the 
-Yirtuous, and punishment for the wicked. They had priests; 
and also temples, where were placed images of their gods, 
in hiiman shape, which they worshiped. 

The priests were not so positive in regard to the truth of 
their own religion, as to prevent their expressing great 
doubts of its correctness, and listening, with much attention 
to the doctrines of Christianity; a respect, however, caused 
by an impression, that the English were, in comparison 
with themselves, a superior order of beings. They treated 
their governors with profound reverence; and were obedi- 
ent to the lawiy; which inflicted penalties in proportion to 
the crime, extending, for enormous offences, to life itself. 

The narrow circle within which we have confined our ob- 
servations, prepludes our relating the manners and customs 
of many Indian nations, advanced a much higher step towards 
human perfection. The Peruvians and Mexicans, ha4 
risen far above those of the north ; and, in the less re- 
mote districts, bordering on the great western waters of 
the United States, works of considerable importance in the 
science of defensive warfare, as well as institutions of civil 
government, evinced a degree of elevation much above the 
rude operations of primitive society. No stronger evidence 
need be ofiTered in €upport of the latter assertion, than the 
circumstance of females being, in several nations, invested 
with supreme authority. Amongst a people as yet unac- 
quainted with the salutary restraints imposed by a social 
contract of civil government, and whose natural energies are 
solely turned to the business of war, those, only, are honour- 
ed with the chief situation, who are qualified, by their valour 
and experience, to lead the nation against an enemy. But, 
here, the long-established practice of civilized monarchies 
appeared. Hereditary accession had gradually arisen, when 
the people, having acquired a relish for domestic comforts, 
no longer sought to enlarge their territories, by the exter* 
mination of a neighbour, but aimed solely at guarding their 
ancient possessions against occasional incursion. 

In their persons, the Indians of America are, in general, 
tall, straight, and well proportioned ; with dark eyes, and 
aquiline nose : their colour is a dark brown^ approaching 
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more to a black, tiian a red, hue : their hair, we believe, is 
uiUTeraally black, of uncommon strength. Beards are rare- 
ly aeen amongst them : a smooth chin is considered an as- 
stntial mark of decency : and, accordingly, a hair is not suf- 
fered for a moment to appear ; a fashion since adopted in 
Europe, though entirely opposite to what prevailed there at 
the period of the first English settlement in Virginia ; as the 
IBiistachio was then universal. Captain Smith speaks of 
accidentally meeting ^ his old friend Mosco, a lusty savage 
•f Wichorooco,'' whom he took to be << a Frenchman's son, 
because he had acquired a black bushy beard/' << Buifon,*' 
observes Mr. Charles Thomson, in allusion to the charac- 
teristic traits of the aborigines, << has, indeed, given an af- 
lecting picture of the man of America : but, sure I am, that 
tikere never was a picture more unlike the original. ' They 
have no beard,' that author asserts I Had he known the 
pains and trouble it costs the men to pluck out, by the rootS| 
th^ hair which grows on their faces, he would have confess- 
ed that nature had not been deficient in that respect. I 
have seen an Indian beau, with a glass in his handi examin- 
ing his face for hours together, and pulling out every hair he 
could discover, with a kmd of tweezer, which he used with 
great dexterity,** 

In dressj and artificial appearance in general, they resem- 
bled the ancient Britains. They were partially clothed in 
deerskins, coloured yellow, red, russet, or black: their bo- 
dies, also, were stained, and punctured with thorns, to make 
the paint more lasting. The women sometimes wore gowns 
of moss, ingeniously matted into a kind of cloth. A few of 
the men had in their ears a small green and yellow snake, 
about half a yard in length; which, twining itsiclf around 
their necks, would often familiarly kiss their lips. Some 
ornamented their heads with the wing of a bird, or a large 
feather and a rattle; others, with the entire skin of a hawk, 
stuffed, and the wings extended. Their arms were similar 
to thoser used by all nations unacquainted with gunpowder, 
—bows, darts^ and clubs. Their boats were mostly formed 
from the solid tree, hollowed by stones and fire; and many 
were capacious enough to carry twenty men, with their 
arms and baggage. . 

The Indian is more remarkable for agility than strength; 
fitted rather for the rapid pursuit of the forest game, than 
for the laborious duties of agriculture. His frame has ha- 
^tually assumed a texture corresponding with hi^ avoca^ 
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dons; and, in a thinly |M>pulated countiy, these aTOcations 
lie amidst the swift-footed tenants of the woods. In the 
same manner, the millery the porter, the city chairman, dii* 
play their several professions, in the conformation of their 
ahooldera, and the muscular rotundity of their legs or 
arms. 

Of all uncivilized people the Indians are the most dis« 
languished orators. When addressing the passions, their 
language is highly figurative and bold; warm, animatin|^f 
and interesting. They have an ingenious mode of retain* 
ing the substance of their debates. A number of persons 
stand around the speaker, and, at the end of every division 
of his discourse^ receive from him, in succession* a small 
piece of stick, as a memorial of the preceding passage; 
which, on any future occasion, they are thus enabled fuUf 
to recollect. 

The^e are all the observations which it is thought mater* 
iml to make, in this place, respecting the aborigines of 
America. We have-not endeavoured to give extraneous 
ornament to history, by ingenious fictions of the imagina* 
tion; to associate falsehood with truth* and degrade millions 
of our fellow beings by unsupported assertions of physical 
inferiority. European writers have assigned to the Indian^ 
qt^alities of mind and body; passions of the one, and imbe- 
cilities of the other; which are alike erroneous and un* 
founded. Having discovered a new world, they think it 
essential that it should be inhabited by a new people; differ- 
ent from those of the old, in every thing except the human 
form: but, recollecting that the whole race of man are des* 
cended from a common parent, and that this parent was 
created in Asia, they trace his journey from the old worldy 
and show, w|p industrious anxiety* his Asiatic resemblance. 
They pursue ai^ther branch of their flimsy bystefn, and hep 
fore their treatise is concluded) destroy the entire romancs 
by unavoidable collision. 



D3 



4!2 HISTORY OF 



PART II. 



Settlement of Massachusetts^ Rhode Island^ Coimecticui^ 
JWw Hamfishire^ and the district of Maine. Sir William 
Phififis. 

Wb have already mentioned the partition made of the 
great territory of Virginia into North and South colonies. 
The operations of the Plymouth company, to whom was as« 
signed the conduct of the northern division, was still more 
feeble than those of the other; though animated by the 
zeal of sir John Popham, chief justice of England, sir 
Ferdinando Gorges, and other public spirited gentlemen of 
the west« 

The first vessel which they sent out was captured by the 
Spaniards; and their next attempt was not more successful. 
In the following year, 1607, the same in which James Town 
was founded, they began a small settlement on the river 
Sagahadoc> now called the Kennebec: but, on account of 
the rigour of the climate, it was soon abandoned; and, for 
some time, nothing further was attempted than a few fish- 
ing voyages to Cape Cod, or a petty trafiic with the nat- 
ives. One of the vessels equipped for this purpose was 
commanded by captain Smith; who' was employed also on 
ob|ects more congenial with his enterprising mind. He 
explored its coast and delineated its bays and harbours. On 
his teturn, he laid before the prince of Wales, the map) on 
which he had inscribed << New England;" a title that the 
prince, delighted by the representations of Smith, immedi- 
ately confirmed. 

Although that adventure had been lucratfire, and easily 
accomplished, it was not sufficient to allure the people to 
emigration. The splendid description which Smith pub- 
lished of his discoveries, as well as the profit arising from 
his voyage, was considered with suspicion. The one was 
viewed as the transcript of a mind naturally enthusiastic and 
easily deceived by novelty; the other, as the fruits of pirati- 
cal violence. But what could not be eff'ected by the desire 
of pecuniary emolument, was accomplished by the opera* 
tionsofa higher principle. Religion had gradually ex- 
cited amongst a large body of the English, a spirit eminent- 
ly fitted to encounter the dangers, and surrnoiuit the ob- 
dtades^ which^ hitherto^ had rendered abortive the schemes 
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of the company at Plymouth. To this, arc the various set- 
tlements in New England indebted for their origin. It is 
not our intention, nor is it essential, to trace, minutely, the 
Yarious decrees fulminated against the excrci'se of all relig- 
ious ceremonies, or against the promulgation of religious 
tenelS) at variance with the court opinions, by the tyrannical 
Henry, or the less severe ministers of Edward; the feroci- 
ous Mary, or the more cautious, and less rigid, policy^ of 
James. To the disgrace of Christian professors, the sac- 
red rights of conscience and of private judgment, were not 
properly understood; nor the charity and mutual forbear- 
ance taught them by their divine master, at that period 
practised, in any country. Every church employed the 
hand of power in supporting its own doctrines and opposing 
the tenets of another; in disseminating its own truth, and 
desti*oying another's error. When reforming the ritual 
and exterior symbols of the church of England, Elizabethi 
lest, by a too wide departure from the Roman church, she 
might alarm the populace, who are attached to religious 
^worship, more through the medium of the senses than of 
the understanding, had allowed many of the ancient cere- 
monies to remain unaltered. With several of these, how- 
ever, a large number of her subjects being dissatisfied, they 
wished to address their creator agreeably to their own 
opinions, but were subjected to very rigorous penalties. 
One of the most strenuous and popular declaimers against 
the established church, was Robert Brown; who reduced 
hi% own ideas to a system, and prohibited his people from 
holding communion with any other. From their founder, 
his followers were called Brownists; and though he aband- 
oned his disciples, and accepted a benefice in the established 
church, the sect continued to spread, especially in the mid- 
dle and lower ranks of life. But, as they were carefully ob- 
served, and rigorously punished, a body, weary of living in 
continual danger and alarm, retired to Holland, and settled 
in Leyden, under the care of a respectable pastor, Mr. John 
Robinson. After remaining there for many years, the soci- 
ety were desirous to remove to isome other place, where 
they might profess and disseminate their opinions with 
more pleasure and success; and, not deterred by the hard- 
ships to which all former emigrants had been exposed, they 
turned their thoughts upon America, and applied to James; 
who, though he refused to give them any positive assurance 
of toleration, seems to have intimated som« promise of 



\ 



44 HISTORY OF 

passive indulgence, so long as their conduct was inof- 
fensive. 

Accepting of the terms, they readily procured a tract of 
land from the company of Plymouth. But their prepara- 
tions were very inadequate to begin a settlement in a dis- 
tant region. Only one- hundred -and-twenty persons were 
collected for this arduous undertaking. They sailed from 
Plymouth, in 1620; their destination being^Hudson's river: 
however, the captain of their vessel having been bribed, it it 
said, by the Dutch, who, had already formed a plan, after- 
wards accomplished, of sending out a colony there« carried 
them so far towards the north, that the first land they 
reached was Cape Cod. This treacherous behaviour not 
only placed them beyond their stipulated lerriiory, but even 
beyond tlie boundaries of the company from whom they de-« 
rived their title. To proceed further was impracticable. 
It was now the eleventh of November. Winter was ap- 
proHching, and the hardships of a long voyage had caused a 
general imbecility and sickness. 3ut the disappointment^ 
so far from being injurious, seems a fortunate event: as the 
country of their destination was thickly inhabited bv Indi- 
ans, and this, almost depopulated; a pestilence having re- 
cently swept off* more than three fourths of its Inhabitants. 
They chose for their station a place called by the Indians 
Patuxet, to which they gave the name of New Plymouth; 
partly because the harbour in which it is situated had been 
styled Plymouth by captain Smith, and partly in remem- 
brance of the kind treatment they had received in the port of 
that name in £ng;IanH. 

Before the spring, half their number were cut off by fam- 
ine or disease ; and even those who remained were unable 
to give the requisite attention to the providing of food. They 
were frequently employed in skirmishing with the Indians, 
Let it not, however, 'be imagined, that the latter were the 
aggressors. The records of the ancient settlers inconicsti- 
bly prove that the Indians were attacked without provoca- 
tion. In a few days after the English landed, captain Stand* 
ish, with a party of sixteen men, well armed, went to explore 
the country ; and, about a mile from the sea, discovered five 
« savages," who immediately fled. " He pursued th'^m about 
ten miles ; but, night coming on, he placed sentinels, kindled 
a fire, and rested quietly." In the morning, /le continued 
the purauit as far as Pamet River, without seeing either in- 
habitants or habitations. Early in December, he set out 
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upon a fourth expedition of discovery. On the first day, he 
savr a small party of Indians, who fled ; and about midnightf 
when sleeping in the woods, being roused by the sentinel, 
his men fired two guns, but perceived no enemy : the shots, 
however, alarmed the poor natives, who were probably lurk« 
ing^in the neighbourhood, anxious to watch the motions of 
bh enemy, who had invaded their territory, and assailed them 
without reason. Wherefore, in the morning, a shower o^ 
arrows was poured against the English, accompanied with 
savage yells, no less terrible to the Europeans than were the 
explosions of the death-dealing musket to the Indians. 

Amongst the various traces of civilized life, observed with 
these people, there was one evidence worthy of attention, as 
it will aid in removing that erroneous estimate of th6ir so- 
cial improvement so generally entertained. After passing 
some corn-fields, the notice of the English was arrested by 
a regular burying yard, encompassed with palisades, driven 
close together ; several of the graves being carefully sur* 
Tounded in the same manner. 

It was a favourite opinion with all the enthusiasts of that 
age, that .the Scriptures contained a complete system of civil 
^vemment, as well as of spiritual instruction ; and in con- 
sequence, without attending to the peculiar circumstances, 
or situation, of the people whose history is there recorded, 
they deduced general rules, for their own conduct, from 
what happened to men in a very different state. Influenced 
by this erroneous idea, the colonists of New Plymouth, ia 
imitation of the pcimiiive Christians, threw all their proper- 
ty into a common stock, and carried on every work of in- 
dustry by their joint labour, for public benefit. This meth- 
od, though it displayed the sincerity of their professions, 
retarded the progress of their colony. The same fatal e^ 
fects flowed from this community of goods, that had, before, 
from difl'erent motives, been experienced in Virginia, and it 
Was soon, through necessity, relinquished. Excited by the 
same notion, and viewing tiicmselves as a chosen people of 
God, all their institutions had reference to some ancient 
laws; the language of their familiar or historical writings 
was mostly quotations from the Bible ; their hopes, their 
fears, their prospects of victory, or prognostications of de- 
feat, all, were regulated by the impulse of imaginary inspira- 
tion. Under these impressions, their increase was exteme« 
ly slow. Their religious principles were so extraordinary 
«Qd unsocial, that, at the end often years, these weliiimeaDing^ 
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people, when they become incorporated with their more 
powerful neighbours of Massachubctts Bay, did not exceed 
three-hundred. 

Of this colony, it is now our intention to treat; Notwilh- 
8t,anding the persecutions, to which religious dissenters, of 
every denomination, were still exposed in Britian, their zeal 
and number continued to augment; and, as they despaired of 
obtaining, in their own country, any relaxation of the penal 
laws against their sect, they hoped to find an asylum in 
New England. By the activity of Mr. Whitie, a non-con- 
formist minister at Dorchester, an association having been 
made to conduct a colony; thither, they purchased from the 
council of Plymouth a territory, extending in length from 
three miles north of Merrimack, to three miles south of 
Charles river; and in breadtl), from the Atlantic to the 
Southern ocean. In the capital, and among persons in the 
commercial and other industrious walks of life, who had 
openly joined these dissenters^ or secretly favoured their 
opinions, they found no difficulty in pi*ocuring partners suf- 
ficient to attempt the occupation of so vast a region. But, 
as they entertained doubts concerning the propriety of found- 
ing a colony on the basis of a grant from a private company ' 
of patentees, who, though they might convey a right to the 
soil, could not convey the privilege of forming a govern- 
ment, they applied for the necessary powers to Charles the 
first ; who granted their request, with a facility that appears 
extnK>rdinary, when we consider their principles and views. 
The charter which they obtained was similar to that given to 
the two Virginian companies, by James. The first gover- 
nor and his assistants were appointed by the crown : the 
right of electing thtir successors was vested in the corpora- 
tion. Charles seems not to have foreseen, nor to have sus- 
pected, the secret intentions of those who projected the 
measure. So far ,was he from encouraging emigrants by 
any hopes of i*eligipus indulgence, that he expressly provid- 
ed for having the oath acknowledging his supremacy in the 
church administered to every inhabitant of the colony. But, 
whatever were the intentions of the king, the adventurers 
kept their own object steadily in view. In the year 1629, 
they fitted out for New England five ships ; on board of 
which there embarked upwards of three-hundred passen- 
gers, amongst whom were several en^^inent non-conforming 
ministers. On their arrival,- they found the miserable re- 
. jnains of a small party that had left England the preceding 
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^ar, under the conduct of Mr. Endicott;. >vhoin, prior to 
their incorporation by royal charter, his companions iiud ap- 
pointed deputy governor. They were settled at a place caU 

. led by the Indians Naumkeag ; to which he had ^iven the 
Scripture-name of Salem. Immediately, the new colonists 
began the formation of their church ; witliout regarding the 
intentions of the king, but in accordance witli that system' 
-which has since been distinguished by the name of Independ- 
ent. They elected, by the imposition of hands, a pastor, a 
teacher, and an elder ; and all who were admitted members 
of the church gave an account of the foundation of their own 
hopes as Christians. They disencumbered their public 
. "worship of every superfluous ceremony, and reduced it to 
the lowest standard of Calvinistic simplicity. 

Much ap we respect that noble spirit, which enabled them 
. to part with their native soil ; by some, held dearer than 
friends, relatives, or children, and, by every generous bosom, 
preferred even to life itself; we must condemn the proceed- 
ings -which ensued. In the first moment when they began 
to taste of Ohfistian liberty themselves, they forgot that 
■Others had a right to the same enjoyment. Some of the col- 
onists, who had not been prompted to emigrate through mo- 
tives of religion, retaining a high veneration f»r the ritual 
of the English church, refused to join the colonial state-es- 
tablishment, and assembled separately to worship. But 
their objections were not suffered to pass unnoticed, nor un- 
punished. Endicott called before him the two principal 

'*" offenders; and, though they were men of respectability, and 
amongst the number of original patentees, he expelled them 
from the colony, and sent them home in the first ships re- 
turning to England. Had this inquisitorial usurpation been 
no further exercised, some apology, or at least, palliation, 
might be framed. More interesting and painful conse- 
<|uences, however, not long afterwards, resulted. The very 
men who had countenanced this violation of Christian duties, 
lived to see their own descendants excluded from church 
communion ; to behold their grandchildren, the smiling in- 
fants at the breast, denied the sacred rite of baptism. 

As the intolerant disposition of archbishop Laud, in the 
parent country, exacted religious conforitdty with increasing 
rigour, the desire of emigration grew proportionally ardent; 
and several who now felt indignant at those measures, were 
persons of geater opulence, and of higher rank, than any who 
had hitherto settled in New England. By their influence, an 
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important alteration was effected. The company consented 
that the goyernme:>t ot ihc colony should be transferred to 
America, and vested exclusively in those members who 
should reside there 

This transfer, though perhaps irregular, met ho interrup- 
lion from the crowfrn. In a general court, John Winthropr 
was appointed governor, and Thomas Dudley, deputy gOT- 
emor, with eighteen assistants; to whom, and the body of 
freemen, were entrusted all the corporate rights of the corn- 
pany. In the course of the ensuing year, fifteen-hundred 
persons sailed for Massachusetts; amongst whom, were 
many distinguished families; some in easy, several in afHuent, 
eircumstances. On their arrival, a number were sodissut- 
Ifiso wfied with the situation of Salem, that they removed; 
and, settling in various places around the bay, 
founded Boston, ChaHestown, Dorchester, Roxboroughf 
and other towns, since become of considerable importance. 
The extension of these settlements was aided by the sudden 
decrease of the natives. The smali-pox, introduced by the 
English, had carried off the Indian race in so great multi- 
tudes, that whole tribes disappeared, and thus left vac- 
ant a country in which they might remain without dis- 
turbance. 

The first general court was held at Charlestown, on board 
the ship Arabella. In this meeting, they ventured to devi- . 
ate from their charter, in a matter of great moment; a dev- 
iation which strongly affected aill the future operations of 
the colony. A law was passed, declaring that none should 
be admitted as freemen, or be entitled to any share in the 
government, or even to serve as jurymen, except those who 
had been receiAfexl as members of the church; by which 
measvu^i every person whose mind was not of a peculiar 
strticture, or accidentally impressed wHh peculiar ideaSf 
was at once cast out of society^ and stripped of his civic 
privileges. 

This fanatical spirit continued toJncrease. But the next 
transaction was more puerile than injurious; rather a sub- 
ject of amusement than a matter of alarm. A minister in 
Salem, named Roger Williams, having conceived an 
aversion to the cross of St. George, a symbol in the stand- 
ard of England, declaimed against it with so much vehem- 
ence, as a relic of superstition and idolatry which ought 
not to be retained amongst a people so sanctified and pure^ 
fliat Endicotti in a transport ot seal) cut out the cross frooi 
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the ensign displayed before the governor's gate. This 

frivolous matter interested and divided the colony. Some 

of the militia were now unwilling to follow a standard in 

which there wa:* a cross, lest they should do honour to an idol; 

others refused to serve under a mutilated banner, lest they 

should be suspected of having renounced their allegiance to 

the crown of England. The contest was at length ended 

by a eompromise. The cross was retained in the ensigns 

of forts and vessels, but erased from the colours of the 

miJitia. 

The restless disposition of Williams had caused his ban- 
ishment from Salem; a circumstance to which is owing, in 
1636, the foundation of another state; for, so great was the 
attachment of his hearers, that many accompanied him in 
his exile. They directed their march towards the south; 
and purchased from the natives a consideiable tract of land, 
to which their leader gave the name, of Providence: and, 
afterwards, Mr. Coddington bought a fertile island, in Nar- 
aganset Bay, that acquired the name of Rhode Island; un- 
der which title, the former settlement is now included. This 
gentleman had arrived at Boston about eight years before; 
whence, with seventy-six others, he was exiled, for holding 
no less than eighty erroneous opinions on religion. Their 
hew settlement being fruitful, its climate agreeable, and 
protection afforded to the oppressed, it became, in a few 
years, so populous, as to send out colonists to the adjacent 
bhores. After his removal, Mr. Coddington embraced the 
sentiments of the Quakers, or Friends, and became the head 
of that society in the island. The first establishment was 
made at the north end, and named Portsmouth; the next, 
on a fine harbour, at the south-east, which was called New- 
port ; a town that in a few years became the capital of the 
colony. These received a charter from the Briiish parlia- 
ment, shortly after the commencement of the civil wars in 
the reign of Charles the first, and a confirmation and en- 
largement of their constitutional powers from his successor. 
By this, it was ordered", that " none were ever to be mo- 
lested for any difference of opinion in religious matters;" 
yet, the very first assemb'y convened under this authority, 
excluded Roman Catholics from voting at elections, and 
from every office in the government. 

To similar causes^ the state of Connecticut is indebted 
for its origin. About one- hundred persons, with their fam- 
ilies, accompanied by Mr. Hooker, a favourite miiuster of 

E 
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Massachusetts, after a fatiguing inarch througli woods and 
swamps, settled on- the western side of the great river Con- 
necticut, and laid the foundation of Hartford, Sprrngfield,- 
and Weatherfield; the first of which is now the capital. 
This settlement was attended by great irregularities. Paft 
of the lands lay beyond the limits of tlie territory granted 
to the colony of Massachusetts Bay; the authority froth 
which the emigrants derived the .power of juiisdiction. 
Two distinct claims were now made to the tract which they 
had occupied; one, by the Dutch, the other, by lord Say-and- 
Seal and lord Brook. The former, then established at 
Manfaados, (called by them New Amsterdam, «nd, subse- 
quently, by the British, New York,) had discovered the 
Connecticut; and the latter, the heads of two illustrious 
families in England, who were disgusted' by the arbitiary 
measures of Charles the first, had taken possession by build- 
ing a fort, which, fi*om their united names, they called Say 
Brook. -By degrees, hc^wever, the Massadulsett^' advent- 
urers were freed from both these conxpetitors. The Dutch 
were themselves soon expelled from the adjoining district; 
the others assigned to the colony whatever title was 'derived 
irom a first possession; and, at a subse^ent period, it was 
incorporated by royal charter. 

One of the most remarkable laws in the infancy of Con- 
necticut, was aimed against the use of tobacco. A similar 
<lenunciaUon was fulminated in Massachusetts. It enacted> 
Ihat no .person under the age of twenty, nor any other not 
ftlready habituated to it, should use it\intil he had brought 
a certificate from a physician, string that it was necessary 
for his health, and had, in ^consequence, received a license 
from the court. Those who had already addicted them^ 
selves to this obiil^aus weed, were prohibited from using 
it in any company, at their labour, or on their travels, un* 
less they weue at least ten 'miles from any house; and, then^ 
only once a day, Under a. penalty of six^pence for each of- 
fence: of which, the constables were directed to -give in* 
ibrmation to the district K:oiirt. The Connecticut senlers 
treated the quakers with little less severity than their Mas^^ 
aacbusetts Ijrethren, For tlie fourth breach ^ the law 
framed against them, the offender Was 1o be imprisoned^ 
kept to hard iabouri and Ms tongue bored Uirough with a 
red hot iron. 

The Tjcxt province which tSemands attention is N^w 
fiaanpslnre. UDder tlie authorii^ of a $rant from th^a 



THE UNITED STATES. 5] 

council of New Plymouth, sir Ferdinando Gorges and cap« 
tain John Mason, in conjunction with several merchants of 
London, Bristol, Exeler, rlyniouth, Shrewsbury» ana Doveri 
attempted the establishment of a colony and fishery at the 
liver Piscataqua. For this purpose, in the spring of the 
year 1623, they sent over David Thompson, a Scot, Ed- 
ward and William Hilton, fishmongers of London, and a 
-number of people, furnished with the requisite supplies. 
Tfaey were in two parties. One landed at a place which 
tbej called Little Harbour; where they built a house, after- 
wards named Mason Hall. The other went further, and 
settled at a place since called Dover. But the funds of this 
company were not adequate to the undertaking. Nor did 
the people, to whom they entrusted the establishment, pos- 
sess that enthusiasm which animated their neighbours of 
Massachusetts with vigour to struggle through the hard- 
ships attending an infant colony. If is probable, therefore^ 
-that they must have abandoned their design, had not the 
saTue motives which caused the migrations into Rhode 
Island and Connecticut, assisted in the advancement of New 
Hampshire. Mr. Wheelright, a clergyman of some note, 
having, by his opposition to the church government, been 
banished from Massachusetts, took a route opposite to that 
#f the other exiles, and founded the town of Exeter, on a 
small river that flows into Piscataqua bay. For a long 
time, the parent colony claimed jurisdiction over New 
Hampshire; and the first reduction of its constitution into a 
regular form was subsequent to the English revolution. 

In the beginmng of the eighteenth century, this province 
received considerable increase, by an emigration of above 
one- hundred femilies from the north of Ireland; chiefly 
Presbyterians of Derry, accompanied by their ministers. 
These industrious people introduced the manufacture of 
lineU) and excited much curiosity by their spinning-wheels; 
as the species which they brought over, being set in motion 
by the foot, was a novelty amongst the colonists. They also 
taught the cultivation of the potato; a vegetable well known 
to have been carried to Ireland from Mexico, about the 
;ipiddle of the sixteenth century. 

The fii*st attempt to colonize the District of Maine, was 

made in 1 607, on the west side of Kennebec, near the sea: 

but no permanent settlement was then efl'ected. In 1685| 

Gorges obtained a grant of this territory, and in four years 

'i^CW^rdSi a royal chax;ter; under the authority of which; 
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he appointed a governor and council* Upon his death, the 
people unanimously combined, and formed a constitution on 
a more liberal and extended basis: by which they were 
governed until 1652, when they submitted to Massachusetts^ 
who claimed the soil and jurisdiction of the province, as far 
as the middle of Casco bay, and Maine took the name of 
Yorkshire; having; liberty to send deputies to the general 
Gouri of Boston. 

By extending their settlements, the English became ex- 
posed to serious danger. The Indians around Massachusetts, 
bay, being feeble and unwarlike, and having received from 
the early settlers what they deemed an equivalent for their 
lands, gave no indications of hostility: but Providence and 
Connecticut had soon to contend with millioi^s more nume- 
rous and powerful. Among these, the most considerable 
were the Naragansets and the Pequods. The latter could 
bring into the field a thousand warriors; not inferior, in 
discipliiie and courage, to any Indians in America. Fore- 
seeing that the extermination of their entire race must be 
the consequence of their permitting Europeans to spread 
over the continent, they applied to the Naragansets; re-* 
questing them to forget their mutual animosities for a sea- 
son, and co-operate in expelling a common enemy. But 
the latter, with a refinement in policy, similar to that which 
deluges with blood the numerous countries of the Christian 
world, perceived, in this, a favourable opportunity of weak- 
ening, if not of totally destroying, an ancient rival: instead, 
therefore, of acceding to this prudent offer, they discovered 
the hostile intention of their neighbours to the governor of 
Massachusetts, and entered into an alliance with the Eng- 
lish against them. 
. rt- • More exasperated than discouraged by this treach\ 
ery, the Pequods took the field, plundered arid 
burned remdte settlements, and attacked fort Say Brook; 
from which, when driven off, they retired to places deemed 
inaccessible to an invading enemy. The troops of Connec- 
ticut were soon assembled, and ready for the field: but the 
march of thpse from Massachusetts was retarded by the 
most singular cause that ever influenced the operations of 
a mbdern army; reminding us of the superstitious Spartans, 
who, when solicited to join the Athenians in opposing the 
arms of Persia on the plains of Marathon, made answer, 
^ that it was an established law with them not to bcghi a 
march "before the full moon. When mustered, it being 
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found that some of the officers and many of the private 
soldiers were ^^ under a covenant of works/' it wasdeclaredi 
that a blessing could neither be implored nor expected to 
accompany the arms of such unhallowed men. The alarm 
became general; and many arrangements were necessary to 
cast out the unclean, and render this little band sufficiently 
pure to fight the battles of a people who entertained so high 
ideas of their own sanctity and importance. 

Not waiting for their puerile allies, the Connecticut 
troops, with the Naragansets, commanded by 4:apiain Ma- 
son, advanced against the enemy; who had posted them- 
selves in the middle of a swamp, near the head of the river 
Mistic, and surrounded their camp with palisades. But 
they displayed more prudence in choosing their situation^ 
than in guarding it from surprise. Their assailants 
reached the paling nnperceived) and if a dog had not given 
the alarm, the Indians must have been massacred whilst 
asleep. In a moment, the warriors were in arms* andf 
raifiing the war-cry, prepared to repel this formidable at» 
tack. Notwithstanding, however, that, like the defenders 
of the Roman capitol, they had been summoned by a faith- 
ful guardian, they were not equally succcsslul in overthrow- 
ing their invaders. A dreadful carnage ensued. Entering 
hastily by two winding passages, which had been left open^ 
the £uglish directed their guns towards the floors of the 
little huts, that were covered with their inhabitants asleep. 
Roused from their dream* by the unremitting discharges of 
musketry, if they came forth, they rushed against the sur- 
rounding swords; if they reached the palisades, and at- 
tempted to climb over, they met by a shower of balls. Their 
.crowded dwellings were soon in flames: many, afraid to 
venture out, remained in the devouring fire; others, who 
had recoiled from the deadly weapons, rushed amidst the 
blaze, and shared their fate. In a few minutes, " five or six- 
hundred lay gasping in their blood, or were silent in the 
arms of death." "The darkness of the forest,'* observes 
a New England author, ^*the blaze of the dwellings, the 
ghastly looks of the dead, tlie groans of the dying, the 
shrieks of the won>cn and ciiildrcn, the yells of ttie friendly 
•avages/ presented a scene of sublimity and terror, indescrib- 
ably dreadful." The spirit of extermination was not satiated 
her<% The Massachusetts' troops, under captain Stoughton, 
at length arrived, and in a few months the Pcqui^ds ceased 
to be a nation. Their very name was heard no mora. 
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Those who had been taken alive were aold as slavesy or 
reduced to servitude at home. 
164^ The dangers to which the New England colonies 
were exposed, from domestic and foreign enemies, 
induced them, to form an alliance for their mutual 
defence. This confederation included all except Rhode 
Island, which Massachusetts was unwillinj^ to admit, and 
was regulated by stated assemblies, continued, with little 
alteration, until their charters were annulled by James the 
second. 

Whilst the settlers were lessening the number of the an- 
cient inhabitants, they were daily receiving an addition to 
their own. Notwithstanding all the efTorts of the British 
government to ^chc^ck the tide of emigration, the measures- 
•f the crown were so hostile to the public rights, that, in 
the course of the year ISSSf about three-thousand persons 
embarked for New England; choosing rather to bear all the 
consequences of a royal mandate, than remain longer under 
•ppressioD But, on the assumption of the supreme power^ 
by tlie parliament, those motives to emigrate entirely ceased. 
The Puritanical maxims, with respect to the government- 
of the church and state, became predominant in England, 
and were enforced by the hand of power. Up to this period, 
twenty-one-thousand British subjects had Settled in New 
England; but the number of people with which it afterwards 
recruited the parent country, is supposed, to equal the 
amount previously received. Some returns also for the ex- 
penses incurred by its planters were now made: they began 
to extend the fishery, to export com and lumber to the 
West Indies, which, with the produce of the former, have 
ttnce grown to be their staple articles of commerce. At 
length, a decided indication of increasing importance was 
displayed. In the year 1 65iS, the general court of Massa- 
chusetts ordered a coinage of silver money at Bostout 
stamped with the name of the -colony, and with a tree, as an 
appropriate symbol of progressive vigour. No other colony 
ever presumed to coin metal into money. But the royal 
government in England was recently overthrown. The 
mint-master, John Hull, made a large fortune. It was 
commonly reported, that he gave his daughter a mar« 
riage portion of thirty thousand New England shillings. 

Although these children of the forest thus approached 
the situation of their parent, in the external relations of so- 
tietyi in. wealthy in commerce) in population; they seemed 
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to make an opposite moTement in rectitude of judgment 
the absence of which produced bf}>otry, superstition, intulci 
mncc, and cruelty. That persecuting spirit which consignc 
its victims to the Barnes, iiaving spt nt its rage in almoc 
every Kuropean nation, and been, in England, long since ex 
haustedf or restrained by a supt*nor power, now burst fort 
from those bosoms which had indignantly recoiled from it 
effects. We here allude to the treatment of the Quaken 

16S& A number of these people, having arrived fror 
England and Barbadoes, and given offence to th 
clergy of the established church, by the novelty of their re 
llgiony at that tune, certainly a little cxtravagam, were im 
prisoned, and, by the first opportunity, sent away. A lai 
was then made, wliich prohibited masters of ships fron 
bringing any Qual^ers into Massachusetts, and themsehre 
4rom coming there; under a graduated penalty, rising, i 
case of a return from banishment, as high as death. In con 
sequence of this barbarous proscription, several were hanged 
a mode of punishment not adopted on account of its bein| 
more ignominious than that of burning, practised in Europe 
but perhaps to avoid a too strict conformity with the usag 
fif their ancient enemies.** I'hese proceedings are still th 
more reprehensible and remarkable, when contrasted witi 
a previous dccfiiration of their government, which tenderer 
** hospitality and succour to all Christian strangers, flyini 
£rom wars, famine, or the tyranny of perseoution." 

But this sanguinary conduct was soon prohibited, hy a* 
•order obtained from Charles the second. During its cor 
Ttinuance the number of the Quakers in Masbachusetts v 
creased, instead of being dimuiished. The pillory servf 
as a pulpit for .the celebrated <George Fox, the founder 
fthe sect. 

The Anabaptists were the next object of perseouti 
JMany of these were disfranchised, and sonae were banish 
Aut) as oppression again created what 4t was intendecf 
-destroy, the court judged it expedient ito withdraw it, 
j>ei*secution for a while .ceased. 



* The following ^uakert were haqged, for returoin; after tttiBj 1»ani 
William Robioson, on the 27 th October, 1666. 
Marmaduke Stephenson, on the same ^Skj, 
William Ledlea, on the 14th March, i66(K 
Mti7l>jert o« Che lit June, 
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Why, it may be askcd,are these early scenes of folly re- 
coloured, arid txhibited on the stage of history, in this re- 
mote age. Are they meant to calumniate the falhers of our 
people, and augm<;nt the inclination towards religious intol- 
erance ; to wound the feelings of our youth, and create anew, 
the malignant spirit of recrimination? No, it is answered; 
they are to guard against a repetition) by reminding society, 
that the same causes will produce similar effects, amongst 
«very nation, in every age; and that the same ascendency 
•over the civil authorities, which tlien prevailed, might plunge 
:us, even at this enlightened period, into that unhappy state, 
now contemplated with so much regret— ^A great American 
statesman and profound philosopher, in. acknowledging the 
receipt of a discourse on the consecration of a synagogue, 
expresses himself iij these words : *« Your sect, by its suf- 
ferings, has furnished a remarkable proof of the universal 
spirit of religious intolerance, inherent in every sect ; dia^^ 
claimed by all while feeble, and practised by all when in 
power Our laws have applied the only antidote to this vice ; 
protecting our religious, as they do our civif, rights, by 
placing all on an equal footing. Hut, more remains to be 
done; for, though we arc free by the law, we are not so in 
practise : public opinion erects itself into an inquisition, and 
exercises its office vPAth as much fanaticism as fans the flames 
of an auto de/e,* 

On the accession of James the second, several of the New 
England colonies were deprived of their charters ; vrhlch 
however, with various modifications, not essential to be enu- 
merated, were, restored after the ensuing revolution. But 
this was not the only evil ansing from the contests oi that 
period. France, being engaged in war with the patent state, 
thought the opportunity favourable for disturbing her Amer» 
ican dominions : and« from the contiguity of Canada, where 
the foi'ioer was then established, was enabled to keep the 
Aoithern provinces in continual alarm. Vigorous exertions 
were made to carry hostilities into the colony of the aggres- 
sor. The command was given to Sir William Phipps, a 
distinguished character of those days, and the first governor 
appointed under the new charter. His earliest object was 
the conquest of LMcadie, now called Nova Scotia; for 
which, having sailed from New-England with a force of 
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3evcn-hiin<lf ed men, he arrived at Port Royal, and took pos- 
tte^sJoD of the entire province for Great Britain. But his 
oext attempt was wholly unsuccessful. Proceeding with a 
much iarger equipment, and arriving before Quebec, the 
winter was so far advanced, that the troops from Connecticut 
and Nev»r-York returned after they had reached the lakes : 
arid bi% own troops being sickly and discouraged, he relin- 
quishtd his intentions ; sailing again to Boston, with the loss 
of one thousand men. 

The new charter, whilst it curtailed the liberties, extend- 
ed the territory of Masbachusetts. To it, were now annexed| 
New-Plymouth, Maine, and Nova Scotia, with all the coun- 
try between the two latter and the river St. Lawrence : als(» 
Elizabeth Islands, Nantucket, and Martha's Vineyard. The 
people, however, had just reason to complaiti : they no 
joDger chose their governor, secretary, nor ofBcers tf the 
admiralty: the militia was placed under the control of the 
governor, and the same officer levied taxes and tried capital 
offenders. Against these innovations, however, an admira- 
ble spirit was evmccd in the very first act passed under tiie 
new constitution. It was resolved, that no loan or imposi- 
tion of any kind, should be raised in the colony, unless with 
the approbation of the council and the representatives of the 
people, assembled in a general court. 

" Sir William Phipps," observes a New England histor- 
ian, *' found the province in a most deplorable situation. An 
Indian war was wasting the frontiers ; an agitation, a tenor 
in tlie public mind, in the greater part of Essex county, was 
driving the people to the most desperate conduct. In the 
tempest of passion, a government of laws, trial by jury, all 
the guards against oppression, were too feeble to protect the 
person or properly of the most loyal subject. The pillars of 
society were shaken to their foundation by the amazing 
powers of imaginary witchcraft. The people of that county 
had lived amongst the Ilidians; they had heard their nar- 
ratives of Hobbamocko, or the devil ; of his frequent appear- 
ances to them, of his conversations with them, and of his 
sometimes carrying them off These were tlie familiar 
tales of their winter evenings ; which confirmed their opin- 
ions, laid the basis of superstition, and furnished materials 
for approacliing terrors. The circumstances attending the 
first strange accounts were most unfortunate, and powerful- 
ly tended to give them currency. They appeared in the 
lamily of their minister ; he was credulous ; this excited bo- 
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lief in others. An Indian and his wife were in the house : 
they were supposed adepts in the science of witchcraft ; 
their opinions were important.^ to complete the misery, the 
physician joined his suffrage ; the evidence now in the pub- 
lic mind was conclusive. It is no wonder that the alarm 
was sudden and terrible. Children, not twelve years old, 
were allowed to give in their testimony. Indians related 
their own. personal jcnowledge of invisible beings, and women 
told their frights. The testimonies then received, would 
now be considered a burlesque on judicial proceedings. One 
circumstance, however, deserves to be noticed. The per« 
sons accused had generally, if not universally, done some 
•singular or forbidden action ; were mostly inihe lower walks 
.oClife, and their misfortunes or accidents, of thirty years 
standing, were now arrayed as fatal charges agadnst them. 
The frenzy lasted from March to October, 1692. In the be- 
jginning of this period of delirium, fasts were held at tho 
nunisters' houses; afterwards, in several congregations in the 
infected neighbourhood! ; and, finally^ the general court ap« 
^pointed a fast throughout.tbe colony. Twenty perspns, men 
and women, having been executed, the sttpposed sufferers 
by their alleged enchantments became more daring, and ac- 
cused some of the best people in the country. Suspicion 
now roused from its lethargy; condemnation ceased; the 
accusers were silent ; those under sentence were reprivedi 
and afterwards pardoned *' 

.^.eidoip does the historic .page offer to the biogp*apher x 
character more strongly marked than that of Phipps; of 
whose life, a cursory sketch may be found both instructive 
and entertaining. He was born at a small plantation on the 
river Kennebeck ; his father was a gun-spiith, formerly of 
:Bristol, in England. His mother had twenty-six children, 
twenty-one of whom were sons. William, one of the young- 
est, retrained with her when a widow, tending sheep, until 
arrived at the age of eighteen. Actuated now by a power- 
ful impulse, he conceived that he was born to fill a more im- 
portant part in the drama of human life, resisted the desire 
of his friends that he would .become a planter, and, as the 
first step towards attaining his imagined elevation, bound 
.himself apprentice to a ship-carpenter. In this profession, 
he shortly, became an adept Having removed to Boston, 
.he there followed his trade for about a year, and, by his con* 
jduct^ obtained in marnage the daughter of captain Spencer, 
.^respectable citizen. Notwithstandiiig^ a severe disapgpiutr 
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tnent and loss which soon afterwards befel him, he was still 
buoyed up by his early expectations of advancement : he 
frequently told his wife, that he should yet be captain of a 
kiOf^'s ship, nnd have the command of better men than he 
accounted himself, flut he did not vainly ima};ine, that 
riches would reward him in ix^iiremcnt. He felt that he 
possessed the vigour to attain what his ambition so eagerly 
desii*ed; and that his prophecies mi^ht be fulfilled, by wis* 
doiii and prudence in the design, and patien(*e and diiigti ce 
in the pursuit. Upon hearing of a Spanish wreck ai ihe 
Bahama isidnds, he made a voyage thither, to search lor 
treasure ; biit with no greater success than just enabled lilm 
to visit England. His object in this was to procure the 
means of examining another, and far riciier, Spanish wrtck ; 
and, so forcible were hisre presentations to the governuienr, 
^at. In 1683, he was appointed << captain of a king*s ship," 
as he had prognosticated ; in which vessel, a fiigate of 
eighteen ^uns, this enterprising American arrived in his na- 
-tWc cotiniry. 

Many yeat'S were spent in fruitless endeavours to ascer- 
tain the position of the wreck*; many dangers sui^n^ounted, 
ivith a degree of patience and presence of mind, fortitude and 
courage, scarcely snppassed by atiy hcro,*eitherof ancient or 
modern times. A few examples will be sufficient to estab- 
lish the justice of oUr remarks. His men, wearied by their 
ineffectual endeavours, having miitinied, approached him on 
the quarter-tieck with drawn swords, and requited that he 
'should join them in liinning away with the 'ship, fort he pur- 
pose of carrying-on the trade of piracy in the Southern ocean. 
But their brsLve comimander was neither intimidated by their 
Tiumber, nor alarmed at their ferocity. Unarmed, unaided, 
Unprepared, he rushed with heroic boldness upon the crowds 
and,by the mci'e vigour of his blows, defeated his antagonists, 
and compelled them to their duty- At another time, whilst 
his frigate lay careening in a desolate island, i>y the side of a 
Tock, from which was laid a plank reaching to the shore, his 
men, -of whom he had about one-hundred, went all, except 
eight or ten, to anmse 'themselves, as they pretended, \ti the 
vroods. Here, iinother conspiracy Was formed. They de'- 
termined, that in the evening they Would seize their captain 
«nd the few falthfiii seamen who had remained on boai*d,1eaVe 
them to perish on the island, and sail with the ship, to per- 
petrate the Vobberres Which they had ^lanbcrd befo're In- 
formed tsf their intenliotts^ 4ttd a'ssuixd of the fidelity w lh% 
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others, he prepared immediately to guard hia vessel ag^ainftt 
surprise, and reduce the muiineers to obedience. Owing to 
the inclined posture of the frigate, all the provisions had been, 
through necessity, carried on shove ; where they were placed 
in a tent, and secured by cannon from the possibility of an 
attack by tlie Spaniards. These, he silently ordered to be 
unloaded, and turned towards the interior ; then, pulling up 
the bridge, he brouj^ht Jus own guns to bear on every part 
of the tent, and signified his intention of abandoning his atro- 
cious crew to the fate which they had prepared for him. Ter- 
rified now by the apprehension of immediate destruction from 
the gvns, or, at the less instantaneous, though more dread- 
ful, death) from the want of food, tbey quickly brought the 
stores on board ; and, having, on their knees, with eager 
supplications, displayed that cowardice whi<:h is the promin- 
ent Trature of the assassin, they sub^nitted to his orders. 
But Phipps would no lon[j;er entrust his person, nor seek 
to accomplish his design, with such a crew. He sailed to 
Jamaica, and discharged them When arrived at Hispaniola, 
and informed, by a very old man, that the object of his desire 
was certainly upon a reef of shoals a few leagues from Port 
de la Plata, h« sailed for England ; where^ by the aid of the 
duke of Albemarle, and other persons of distinction, who be- 
came partnerb in his adventure, he prepared the necessary- 
implements, and, with the most, sanguine hopes, departed 
for the wreck. His perseverance was at length rewarded 
by success: an Indian diver led him to the long-lost treasure. 
Besides a large quantity of silver, brought up by a person 
named Adderly, of Providence, our hero recovered thirty- 
two tons ; which, with some gold and jewels, amounted to 
three- hundred-thousand pounds sterling. So generous, 
however, was he to his meu« and so faithful to his partners, 
that, of this, only sixteen-thousand were left to hiniself. But 
he received marks of distinction from his sovereign, which, 
to his noble mind, were more valuable than riches. He was 
honoured, then, with the title of knighthood ; and, for his 
general deportment, afterwards appointed to those stations 
in which we have already observed him, — commander-in- 
chief and governor of the colony. 

In the years .627 and '38, '63, and '70, New England ex- 
perienced violent earthquakes ; which produced serious 
alarm, but no real injury, to the inhabitants. In 1638, Har- 
vard college iR'ar Boston, the oldest seminary of learning in 
the United Slates, was founderl. Two years before, tl>e 
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general court having^ voted four-hundred pounds for the es- 
cabiisbtnent of a pitblic sehool, at Newtown, that sum was 
more than doubled by a bequest from Mr. John Harvard, a 
highly esteemed minister of Charlestown : who, in his will, 
had left to the infant seminary half his entire estate. Thus 
endowed, the school wa» formed into a collef^e ; receivingi 
in memory of its benefactor, the name of Harvard ; aiMl 
Kewtown,through respect to the university in £ngland,where 
many of the original emigrants were educated, was called 
'Cambridge. The first Commencement was held two years 
afterwards ; when nine students were honoured with the de« 
^ree of bachelor of arts. The first master of the collegOi 
Vas Nathaniel Eaton ; who was a good scholar, but had not 
ttie other requisite's for the instruction and government of 
youth. He was displaced for avarice, in withholding neces- 
sary commons ; and for cruelty, in beating his usher with a 
cudgel, whilst two of his servants held him by the legs and 
mrms.— This is the most richly endowed of all the American 
colleges. It has thirteen professors, and affords a wider 
range of liberal instruction than any other in the United 
States. . 

Some years from that period, a building was erected therO 
ibr an Indian college; into which, several natives entered: 
hilt only one atiaincd academical honours, before death and 
other events disorganized an institution so truly benevolent. 
But the generous designs entertained towards the improve- 
ment of that people, did not rest here. As a further com- 
pensation for the injury sustained by them, from the en- 
croachment on their lands, and consequent diminution of the 
hieans of supporting life, Mr. Elliot, a pious clergyman of 
Roxbury, translated the Bible mto their own language^, and 
had it printed at the expense of a society established for the 
spreading of religion. Besides, he composed for them a 
primer, a grammar, a book, of psalms, with several 'other 
useful jiroi'ks ; and was the means of opening school!^ in the 
Indian settlements, where the children were instructed, not 
only in their own language, but in the English, Greek, and 
Latin. Judicial cuurts wore established anVongU them, on 
the samB principles as the county courts of the colony ; in 
whicli, one Erjglish lawyer was united wi\h ithe judges ap- 
pointed by the natives. 

But, let us inquiie, what Were the fruits of those institu- 
idons, so liberally gifted, and. planned with wisdpm apparent- 
ly so profound ? Have the seeds, thus industriously sown^ 
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and assiduously cherished, yielded a harvest comniensUr^t^- 
with the care devoted to their culture ? Or, have they per-^ 
ished in a barren soil ? Has the mode of cultivation been 
erroneous, the atmosphere injurious to increasing vigour ? 
The soili we believe, was generous : but there was a want 
of skill in tlie labourer ; a destructive tendency in the cli- 
mate. The Indian was overwhelmed with a multitude of 
doctrines, no less mysterious to the teacher, than incompre* 
hensible to the pupil. The conduct of his patrons, towards 
their own brethren* offered an example i^t variance with thei^ 
precepts ; rendering him indifferent to their protection, and 
careless of a religion, that had not subdued in themselves 
■those passions which they now sought to restrain in others. 
Would he not exclaim, as did the simple Mexican, '^ Are 
-any of these people^n that Heaven to which we are invited? If 
there are, we- desire not to follow!" Nor could he,though Vir- 
tue herself were to tender him salvation' through a distorted 
creed, of which moreihan eighty opinions had been rejected 
by a Christian, reeeive it with sincerity : he might profess it 
for a season ; but he would repay the labour of his ephemeral 
conversion in the accustomed deceptions of hypocrisy. 

The third provincial seminary of letters, in:point of time, 
mras established at Kew Haven, in Connecticut, in 1721 ; ten 
years after that of William and Mary in Virginia. It was 
called Yale college, in honour of one of its principal bene* 
factors ; and intended principally for training up young men 
to the duties of the church. Dartmouth 'college, situated at 
^Honover,:in New Hampshire, is a respectable institution.. 
It was founded in 1769, and named after the earl of DarN 
•xnouth,'one of its*most liberal prcnnoters. 

The -first pointing press established in the British Colonies, 
ivasin >1639, at Cambridge, superintended by Stephen Daye'; 
•but erected chiefiy at the expense of Mr. Glover, aa Englisll^ 
^clergyman, who died- on his passage to Ainerica. 

•In about aeventeen years after the establishment 'of Neiir 
£ngiend, negroes were imported. there, as a regular brancli 
<of traffic with the 'West -Indies. The number brought int6 
^the aothern colonies, was small, in Comparison with that into 
tlie southern >; a circumstance which we may atttibiTtefo the 
difference of climate : as, it appears natural, chat the same 
,peopie who assemed^to 4^he principles of a trade, would have 
icii no repugnance to its extention, had ittteen demanded by 
^heir immediate interest, it is »anly just, ^hol/i^eVer, in ^re^ 
ffieciing <ofi ^liis ^conftuc^ ^](f n^he^eaerly ^eulers,*toina'ke% 'k»^ 
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allowance in extenuation of that practice. The rights of 

roan, either as regarded his civil or religious liberty, were 

not, in tbose days, fully understood ; nor the mental faculties 

.«tf the sable African properly examined and acknowledged. 
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Seiilement of Maryland ; of JSTorth and South Carolina ; 
. AJrw York^y JWw Jeraeyj Pcnnaylvaniay Delaware^ and 
Georgia^ William Fenn, 

MARYLAND, the first colony that, from its beginningi 
"wsis directly governed as a province of the British eropirey 
was founded by sir George Calvert, baron of Baltimore in 
Ireland ; a Romjan Catholic nobleman, born in England. In- 
clined to form a settlement in America, as an asylum for 
himself and his friends, he went over to Virginia ; but, meet* 
ing an unwelcome reception on account of his religion^ and 
•^observing that the inhabitants had not extended their plan- 
tations beyond the Potomac, he ihced his atteBtion on the 
lands northward of this rivgr, and when he returned to Eng- 
land, obtained a grant of them from Charles the first. But 
he did not survive the completion of the patent. After his 
death, however, it was given to his eldest son, Cecilius ; who. 
succeeded to his titles; the country being called Mary landf 
^in compliment to the queen, Henrietta Maria. 

The religious toleration established by that charter, the 
first draft of which was written, it is said, by sir<areorge him- 
self, is highly honourable to his memory, and was strictly 
respected by his son. 

Leonard Calvert, the first governor of Maryland, was 
the brother of Cecilius; who sent him to America at the 
head of the colony in 1633. Having sailed up the Potomac, 
'hfi anchored near an island which he named St. Clements; 
and there took formal possession of the country, in the name 
of his sovereign. Thence, he Vent fifteen leagues higher, 
to an Indian town on the Virginian side of the river, now 
called New Marlborough; where he was received in a friend- 
ly manner by the natives. He next sailed to Piscataway, on 
the Maryland shore, and had an interview with the chie^iii. 
'^ Are you willing,*' said that lover of justice, »< that a scttle- 
.H)^nt should be made in your country ?'?•—** I will not bi4 
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you go,** replied the chief, " neither will, I bid you 4tay : yoU 
may use your own discretion." — This, however, was not 
thought a sufficient warrant for remaining. He visited a 
creek on the northern side of she river, about four miles from 
its month, where was an Indian village ; which he purchased. 
from the natives, called it St. Mary's, and the creek St. 
Gcorge'sy and granted to each emigrant fifty acres of 
ground. 

Never did any people enjoy more happiness than the in- 
habitants of Maryland. Whilst Virginia harassed all who 
dissented from tbe form of the English church, and the 
northern colonies all who dissented from the Puritan, the 
Roman Catholics of that state, a sect, who, in the old world, 
never even professed the doctrine of toleration, received and 
protected their Christian brethren of every church, and its 
population rapidly increased. 

.. The next province that claims otfr attention is North Ca- 
rolina. Though, by the unhappy termination of the colony 
•f Roanoke, and the subsequent deviation which caused the 
cliscovery of the Chesapeake, this lost the honour of being 
the earliest &tate ; yet the Ur.Iftiv Wkttivcfted to those erenrs' 
for a more propitious commencpaient, and a niore rapid ap- 
proximation to maturity and strength. Of all the colonial 
•family, none, we believe, is less gifted than North Carolina 
with the means of supporting a numerous offspring. A gen- 
erous soil, a wide diffusion of navigable streams, a salubri- 
ous air ; every thing which ministers to the wealth, or to the 
happiness, of man $ seems here denied. 

About the middle of the seventeenth century, some emi- 
grantSj chiefly from Virginia, began a settienoent in the 
county of Albemarle: and soon aflerwards, another establish- 
ment was made at Cape Fear, by adventurers from Massa- 
ehusetts ; who obtained a transfer of the lands from the an- 
cient owners of the soil. They were held together by the 
laws ef nature, without any written . code, without the least 
degree of constitutional restraint. But they did not long re- 
main in this extraordinary situation. The county being 
claimed by England, was made subservient to the interest 
of the ruling monarch. Charles the second granted to lord 
Clarendon and others the whole tract of country lying be- 
tween the thirty-sixth degreea of north latitude, and extend- 
ing fi*om the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean. The proprietors, 
anxious to hasten the improvement of their extensive regions, 
offered every inducement <to ^emigt^ation. They establish- 
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cd a^ree government, a perfect freedom in religioiii and, fof 
the first five years, offered certain portions of land at <me 
halfpenny per acre. 

The settlers in Albemarle were placed under the super* 
intendencc of sir William Berkeley, governor of Virginia; 
who, having repaired thither, after appointing civil officers, 

' and directing the calling of a general assembly, assigned his 

authority to Mr. Orumnfiond. 

' Jn 1671, the proprietors extended their settlements to the 

banks of the Ashley and Cooper rivers, where Charleston 

now stands; establishments which eventually produced a 

separate state, that of South Carolina. 

The exports of this colony, during the first twenty-five 
years, were lumber, peltry, and naval stores. In 1700, the 
growth of cotton was introduced. Two years afterwards, 
rice, brought from Madagascar by Mr. Landgrave Sniitb, 
became the prominent staple : and to this, about the year 
1748, was added indigo; the manufacture of which was 
taught by Miss Lucas. In the character of these two pro* 
•doctions of Carolina, there is a wide dissimilarity ; the one 
being as remarkable for the eiLcellence, as the other is for 
the inferiority, of its quality. The indigo, as well as the 

* sumac plant, grows spontaneously, not only in this state, but 
in almost every portion of the American continent : the coU 
lectin}^ of the latter, however, for a foreign market, seems 

•confined to a trilling attention in some of the New England 

^colonies; though the consumpti«n in Europe, uf this indis- 
penBible article in dyeing, is very large, chiefly of Sicilian 
growth. 

New York was first settled by the Dutch ; by whom it 

'Was held for half a century. They founded their claim on 
prior discovery, by Henry Hudson, a celebrated English na« 
•▼igator, employed by them, in 1 609, and on subsequent ac- 
tual occupation The F^nglish, however, claimed the same 
country, from its having been first visited by Cabot, above a 

■centuiy before; and because that Hudson, under a commis- 
sion from the king of England, had, so cany as the year 1 60S, 
discovered Long Island, and the site of the town of New 
•York, with the river which now bears his name. It is of 
small importance, at the present day, to inquire whose title 
was the btrst. Neither had a just claim upon the property 

v«f the native poss* ssors : but, if we be guided by the arbi- 
trary rule of the European powers, in matters of this kindi 
Uic dbouDiOD must be awarded to Great Britain. 
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Peter Stuyvesant, the third and last Dutch governor a£- 
this colony, began his itdnalnistraiion in 1647. Assailed by 
New England on the one hand, and by a Swedish colony and 
Maryland, on the other, this active ofiicer was incessantly. 
employed. He was distinguished as much for his ^delity a^ 
for his vigilance. He. earnestly stated tu his employers, tl>e. 
West India companyof .HolUnd, the embarrassments which 
he experienced; aud the probability of an attack from £liig» 
land : but his representations were unavailing. Meanwhile, 
a war having commenced between Great Britain and the 
commonwealth, Charles the second assigned to his brother, 
the duke of York, all the territory now called New York 
and New Jersey, together with a part of Connecticut, and 
of what has since received the names of Pennsylvania 
and Delaware; and privately despatched an armament 
16^4 to take possession 'of the<coJot>y. Stuyvesan was a 
a bi*ave officer; but, not being supported in his 
defence by the magistrates, was, with, much reluct- 
ance, constrained to surrender. In .Che following month, 
Fort Orange, on Hudson river, capitulated, and received 
the name of Albapy, afier the second title of the duke. The 
British arms were equally successful against both the Duich 
and Swedes in the south ; so that the whole of Nova Belgia 
was thus subjected to the English crown. 

Few, however, of the inhabitants were removed. Gover- 
nor Stuyvesant retained his estate, and died in the 
colony. His posterity still «urvi^ve, and hold a respectable 
rank among the citizens of the United States. The govern- 
ment was admiitibtered, for several yeai s, by colonel Nichol^ 
the officer intrusted with its reduction ; and, after him, by 
eblonel Lovelace; under whojn, the people lived very hap- 
pily, until his powers were annulled by the re-surrender of 
" the colony ; an event caused by the treachery of one Man- 
ning, who had tlie command of the principal fort. But the 
Dutch enjoyed their ancient possession only for a short pe- 
riod ; in the following year, a treaty of peace restored tnis 
country to the English. 

Being a conquered country, it was governed by the 
duke's officers, until the year 1688; when representatives 
of the people were allowed a voice in the legislature. 
Amongst the governors, we perceive the nar.se of Burnet; 
who presided from 1720 until 1728: a man not less reniark-- 
able on accouiit oi his being a son ot the celebrated prelate 
^who wrote the nisiory of the Reformation, than for his adi- 
k**ini2?J^ UJejuu aod correct deportment. He was easy and 
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£inijliir. in his manners, and universally esteemed by men, 
of letters. 

In 1664y the duke of York sold that part of his grant now 
called Nei¥ Jersey, to lord Berkeley and sir Georjg^e Cart? 
eret. It had previously been settled by Hollanders and 
Swedes, with a small intermixture of emigrants from DcDr 
lOark: all of whom remained there, and became English 
subjects. The -county of iiergen was the first inhabited* 
Mpvcr was erected a small town, of tho same name, in which 
the settlers* resided;, having their plantations at a distance. 
Very soon, there were four other towns in the province; 
Elizabeth, Newark, Middieton, and Shrewsbuiy; which) 
and the adjacent country, in a few years, received a Urge 
accession of inhabitants from Scotland, England, and tlie 
neighbouring colonies. 

Though, in reviewing the formation of the new govern- 
ment in:Jersoy, we perceive no striking features to excite 
a.liveJy interest in its history, such as ure in general the 
chief materials for inquiry, yet we feel the highest degree 
■ofpleasure when contemplating one pariicular observation; 
w^en reflecting that no violence was committed on the un* 
ojfending natives. In allotting lands to the settlers, Mr. 
Carteret, the first governor, invariably obliged them to sat- 
isfy the Indians. The result of so enquitable an order was 
no less favourable than merited.. They became good 
neighbours; thereby, allo^i^ing the colonists to direct their 
whole attention to the arts of peace. Carteret fixed his 
residence at EJizabethtown; which thus became the earliest 
xapital of^the province; but the present seat of government 
is Trenton. 

To dwell on the successive changes which occured in 
•the proprietorship; its division into East and West Jersey, 
its mode of government, or the names of its several gover- 
nors, would be not only tedious, but unessential Amongst 
-the latter, however, it may be proper to mentioi] the cele- 
brated Barclay, author of the Apology for the Quakers: of 
vhich sect, a large number had establislied themselves . 
there; setting their accustomed example of good order and- 
! industry. 

A college,, originally commenced at Newark, was, in the 
year 1748, finally established at Princeton. Its chief bene- 
'factor was governor Belcher; to whom, an offer was made 
< of associating his name with the institution: but t.*e honour -. 
'Wi^ declined. ThsA semiDary -is indebud for its origin 4»,. 
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the same pious motivet that founded the college in Con- 
necticut. 

Pennsylvania commands a more than usual share of curi- 
osity; as well on account of the illustrious individual whose 
recollection is perpetuated by its title, as its important rank 
in the present American union. 

The founder of this state was William Penn, son of sir 
William Penn, a distinguished admiral in the British navy^ 
liuring the protectorate of Cromwell and part of the reign 
of Charles the second. From prinoiple, and in opposition 
to all worldly motives, at an early period of his life, he 
Joined the Quakers, when they were an obscure and a per- 
secuted sect. As one of their members, and a preacher, 
he was repeatedly imprisoned. When -brought to trial at 
the Old Bailey, in London, he pleaded his own cause, with 
the usual freedom of a Britain, and the boldness of a hero* 
The jury, at first, brought in a special verdict; which being* 
declared informal by the court, they were menaced, and sent 
back. Upen this, Penn said to them, <^ Ye are Englishmen; 
•mind your privilege! give not away your ri^hi!" The next 
xnorning, they made the same return, were again threatened, 
and again remanded to their chamber. But, neither attentive 
to the instructions, nor fearful of the threats, of a'' corrupted 
judge, the iuryremained firm to their opinion, and returned 
a verdict of acquittal. For this, they were severely fined, 
and, with the accused, imprisoned, until the unjust penalties 
were paid. Roused by proceedings so atrocious, Penn*6 
feelings and reflections fed him to adopt the most liberal 
ideas of toleration: a love of free inquiry, and a total ab** 
horrehce of persecution, took entire possession of his ex- 
.panded mind. 

He bad become, by purchase, a large owner of New 
Jersey; but, being dissatisfied with his partners, he formed 
the design of acquiring a separate estaie, and accordingly 
.petitioned the king; who, as an acquittance of sixteen thous* 
1681 *''^ pounds due to his father, granted him an ex* 
tensive tract, which Charles named Pennsylvania, in 
honour of the admiral. He soon afterwards obtained from 
the duke of York a conveyance of the town of Newcastle, 
with all that country which now forms the state of Dela- 
ware. 

The first solony, who were chiefly of his own sect, began 
their settlement above the confluence of the Schuylkill and 
«X)«laware ri?ers« ^By tbmei the pix^prktor sent -m ^letter to 



THE UNITED ^STATES. 69 

tlic natives; infoi'ming them, that " the great God had been 
p/eased to make hiiti concerned in their part of the worldi 
and that the king of the country where he lived had given- 
bim a -great province therein; but that he did not wish to 
enjoy it Without their consent: that he was a man of peace; 
that th« people whom he sent were of the same disposition; 
and that if any difference should happen between them, it 
might be adjusted by an equal number of men chosen on. 
both sides." He also mentioned, that he )iad appointed 
commissioners to treat with them, and that he himself would 
'shortly visit them for the same purpose. 
1682 Having selected a few confidential companions^ 
this amiable naan embarked, in the month of August, 
with about two-thousand emigrants, and, in October, arrived 
in the Delaware. His reception must have been highly 
congenial with his feelings As his ship sailed up the river, 
the inhabitants came on board, aud saluted their new gov- 
ernor with an air of joy and satisfaction. He landed at New- 
castle, (the Casimer of "the Swedes, and Niewcr Amstel of 
the Dutch,) and immediately cultivated the good will of the 
nativrs; irtriH irhom, he purchased a sufficient quantity of 
land for the present use of the colony. Besides those sent 
out by himself, and those who had accompanied him,'thcp8 
were, along the rightbank of the Delaware, at least three- 
thousand persons,—* Swedes,Dutch, Finlanders, and English; 
and, in the course of a year, the settlers extended from 
Chester to the falls of Trenton. They were chiefly from 
England, Wales, Ireland, and Germapy: it was the people 
of the last who founded Germantown. 

The first legislative assembly was held at Chester; at that 
time called Upland. The Territories, (for, by this title, 
was distinguished the purchase, from the duke of York,) 
were then "annexed to the province; but, afterwards, they 
were detached, and continued a separate colony, with a dis- 
tinct assembly, yet under the superintendarice of the gover- 
nor of Pennsylvania. The laws at this period enacted were 
: perfectly consislant with the miW tenor of the founder's 
professions* Amongst the first, in addition to several tend- 
ing to encourage industry and repress the exercise of cru- 
'Clty, it was declared, " that none, acknowledging one God, 
and living peaceably in society, sheuld be molested for his 
opinions, or his practice; nor compelled to frequent or main- 
tain any ministry whatever.*' To these liberal sentiments 
and wise regulations, may be attributed the rapid improve- 
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xnent of Pennsylvania^ and the spirit of diligence^ order, and 
economy, for which its inhabitants have been so nnich ad- 
mired. 

1683 Philadelphia, which was beg;un on the site of the 
Indian village, Coquanoc, derives its name from a 
city in Asia Minor, celebrated in sacred history, for its hav- 
ing been the seat of .an early christian church. During the . 
first twelve months after its foundation, about a hundred 
houses were erected; and, since that period, it has received 
a continual accession of inhabitants from Ireland and Ger- 
many. Penn's residence in America was, at this. time, not 
of long continuance. In the following year, he went to, 
England, with the humane intention of soliciting a relaxation 
of the penal statutes against the Quakecs and all othec 
clissenters from the church of England. In Novemberi 
1699, he returned, accompanied by his family; at a period 
when a malignant fevj^r had just ceased in Philadelphiai 
after carrying off- two hundred persons. The number of 
houses in the city was then s^v^n hundred, the inhabitants . 
about four thousand. But his residence was again only 
•temporary, and much shorter than the interest of the colonj^ 
required. After remaining abeut Lwa j^ears, his presence 
was necessary in England, to remonstrate against a design 
of the British government to deprive the several colonics of 
their charters, as well as to adjust disputed boundaries be- 
tw^en^hiuvaelf and lordcBaitimore. 

Tjie humanity of William Penn's disposition, whilst it 
'jimbrace<) the most extended range, did not neglect the 
minutest object. His biographers, have recorded many 
pleasing, occurrences. In a journey through the province 
as an assiduous minister of his simple church, amongst the 
places he visited was Uaverford. He \vas on horseback, 
and overtoc^k a little girl, who was walking to attend the 
meeting at that place. Having been told, by her. where she 
was going, he, with his usual good natujre, desired her to get . 
up behind him, and drawing near to a convenient place, she 
mounted, and thus, rode away;, her bare legs dangling by 
the side of the governor's horse. 

Though Penn was a wise and good man, and the people 
whom he led to Pennsylvania were in general orderly and 
well disposed, yet there existed almost constant bickerings. 
lie changed the form of government three times, and each 
change was apparently an improvement, and increased the 
mutual satisfaction of the inhal^^ants; yet, there seldom was' 
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Vk''fumilkr feeling between the people and the governor. Be- 
tween the opposition be had to encounter in England and the 
difficulties in Pennsylvania, his life was a continued scene of 
texation.. His private fortune was materially injured by 
his advances to promote the infant settlement, particularly td 
preserve the friendship of the Indians; and, after being ha- 
rassed by his creditors, he was obliged to undergo a tempora-' 
ry deprivation' of his personal liberty. But, though during 
his iife, he was necessitous, on its termination he was 
Ircaltiiy. Having reached his seventy-fifth year, he died at 
^London, in i7]6; leaving an inheritance to his children, ul- 
timateljrof immense value: which they enjoyed until the 
Revolution, when it was assigned to the conmionweaith fok' 
$|i equitable sum in money. 

The first seventy years, including the period in which the 
Quaker principles ruU:d the colonial legislature, has been 
termed the golclen age of l^ennsyJvania. No insraiice Jiad 
occurred of the Indians killing unarmed people, unless they 
tippeared to have connexion with others that were armed. 
This displays a striking contrast with the early and long 
-continued wars maintained against the natives in New 
Engiand, and con(ii*ms- oiir previous assertion, that the 
-'Europeann were in that quarter the aggressors. 

The honour of printing the first newspaper in PennSyl- 
Tania, belongs to Andrew Bradford and John Copson; who^ 
in the year 17 1 9, published the American Weekly Mercury* 
The foundation of a medical school in the new world was 
'laid in' 1764, by a course of lectures delivered at the Univei'- 
Hity of Pennsylvania by Dr. Shippen. 

In the la^t years of the seventeerfth, arid the first of the 
'eighteenth cerituary, during the destructive warfare between 
England and France, the defence of New York, which 
'borders'on 'Canada, being considered as both'the dtity and 
interest'of the other provinces, Pennsylvania ^as called on 
*fbr her ipfoporiion of men and money. But the assembly^, 
composed almost wholly ofQuaker's, firni totheir principles, 
*wouid neither pass laws for the enrolling df militia, nor do 
aiiy oth^ act which bofe a itiilitary aspect. The necessity 
•at length -was extreme, iaind the dangler hourly increasing; 
•Assistance was tnost urgently ciemandcd. But, as hithcno, 
*the noise of distant Warfare was inelFectuaL an attchrnpt was 
tnade to produce th<^*tfrroni'6f adtual invasion, by ii strata*- 
•ft«?iD. ^vaiils, the 'g;6Veraor, spread oVer tire Couritr^ m 
^Utt'iti,'^ the i6ttli<latidn o£ talkie intelligeuco, that ti flfiitnl^ 
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of hostile vessels had entered the Delaware bay, and ad- 
vanced a considerable way towai*ds its bead. As the trover- 
Dor held the Quaker doctrine of non resistsfnce in contempt, 
he believed tliey would not stand a sei-ious t'rial ; and on the 
receipt of this inteilif^ncey which came from Newcastle by 
a preconcerted express, he rode through the streets of Fhil- 
<tdelphia, with a drawn-sword in his hand, apparently in much: 
jemotton, commanding and urging all to conie forward and 
defend tiie city. For a while, several believed the report i. 
and, accordingly, concealed their property, or removed with 
'their families and ctTects out of the reach of immediate dan- 
ger. But no indication of the Quakers' arming was given ,. 
and, before the close of the day, the impositioh being dis^. 
covered, the governor and his friends were iusuited as th^ 
-fiuthors of a studied deception. 

Shortly afterwards, there was poetised a mor6 innocent 
stratagem, equally interesting and amusing : by which, Penn- 
sylvania was relieved from an illiberal demand of the Terri-i 
torial government^, a duty, payable in powder, on all vessels 
not owned by residents, when passing the fort kt Newcastle. 
Against this exactioit, the state had often remonstrated in 
vain. However, a few Quakers, iLmongst whom was JRichard 
Hill, adopted a novel mode of defeating this claim, and with« 
out violating their pacific principles.' Hill had a vessel ready 
for sea ;. but, doubting the resolution of his captain to pass 
the^ fort without a permit, he himself went in her down the 
river ; and, a little before arriving ahreast of the fori, drop- 
ped MIC hor, went ashore, and used rtiany arguments to obtain 
a free passage for his Ship. His reasoning, however, was 
ineffectual. Ther^e was no relief except by stratageii. He 
therefore returned to his vessel, stood to the helm himself^ 
mid, passing the fort, received its fire uniiurt. The com* 
mander^ in an armed boat, pursued. On his approach. Hill 
threw out a rope, and broii^ht him on board. The rope was 
instantly cut. The boat fell astern. The con^mander, se- 
parated from his mep, his boat, and his fort, was conducted 
peaceably to the cabin ; whilst the vessel, with her new pas- 
senger, pursued her voyage ; soon after which determined 
conduX:t, <.he demand of powder was relinquished. 

In tlie interval between 1730 and the period when thii 
history will relinquish the distinct colonial proceedings, to 
conduct the narrative of a more subliiH^ and awful period^ 
when individual interests combine and move forward with a 
J^nity of actioui there was an annual^ ioflux ot emigrants. 
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These were principally from Germany and Ireland. They 
settled in the counties of Lancaster, York, and Cumberland ; 
NorthamtoD, Berks, Bedford, Northumberland, and West- 
moreland.. The Irish and German people, at an early day, 
brought the useful arts and manufactures into Pennsylvania. 
l^o the former, she is indebted for the spinning and weaving 
of Unenand woollen cloth ; to the latter, for various trades of 
indlspensible utility to agriculture and society at large. Of 
all nations who have settled in America, the Germans have 
availed themselves the least of the unjust and demoralizing 
aid of slavery ; a circumstance the more remarkable, as the 
governments under which they had been educated were al- 
most invariably despotic. The Irish and the French emi- 
grants had enjoyed a large share of civil liberty, and boldly 
contended for a total enfranchisement from regal domination^ 
and. in many instances, the latter seemed to desire the anni- 
hilation of all dominion : yet, in the southern states, no peo- 
ple less reluctantly practise this worst species of tyranny ; 
thus, when in power, openly denying that blessing to others, 
which, when in subjection, tlicy had claimed for themselves. 
Delaware was Rrst visited by the Swedes and Finlanders. 
Id J627, they purchased from the natives a large tract on 
each side of the river which now bears that name, and gave 
their colony the name of New Sweden. Having, by their 
excellent deportment, obtained the friendship of the Indians, 
they made a settlement on Christiana cre^k ; laid out a hand- 
some town on the west side of the Delaware ; and, soon af- 
terwards, formed establishments at Lewistown, Tcnecum, 
and Chester ; at each of which, they erected forts. Tenecum 
•was their seat of government. About this period, the English 
began a settlement at Elbingburg, on the Jersey side of the 
river : whence, they were expelled by the Dutch governor ; 
who employed the Swedes to keep them entirely out of the 
Delaware. Of this opportunity, the Swedes, however, made 
an unjustifiable advantage. Having raised a fort, on the 
very ground from which they had expelled the English, they 
asserted their own exclusive right to the navigation of the 
river, and exercised authority over every vessel that enicied; 
from which usurpation, the Dutch thtmsdves were not ex- 
empted. But this exclusion was not allowed to pass unno- 
ticed. The Swedes soon felt the effects of their imprudence. 
Stuyvesant reduced all their forts, on both sides of the Dela- 
ware, sent the officers and principal inhabitants in coufiue- 
ment to Holland, and incorporated the remainder with his 
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own govefnm«nt ; under which they remained, until their in" 
yaders were overthrowni as already related, by the superior 
power of the English. 

We comd now to speak of Georgia ; the last settled of the 
thirteen colonies that revolted from the government of Brit- 
sun, and established their independence. 

It derives its name from the sovereign, George the second ; 
by whose authority it was established. Its promoter was 
1733' S^i^i^l Oglethorpe. Under his conduct, one-hund« 
red-and- sixteen persons embarked at Gravesend, in 
November; and.' early in the ensuing year, arrived at 
Charleston. From this port, they proceeded ta their des- 
tined territory, and laid the foundation of Savannah ; a town 
named from the river upon which it stands. A treaty was 
shortly afterwards made with the Indians; from whom, a con«> 
ftiderable cession of land was obtained. 

As the Spaniards laid claim to Georgia, Oglethorpe en- 
gaged with activity in the essential business of defence.' He 
erected forts at Augusta and Frederica. The policy of this 
measure was soon apparent. In a few days after their com- 
pletion, the Spaniards sent against him three-thousand men, 
to drive his people from the colony. When this force was 
proceeding up the Altamaha, the governor was obliged to 
retreat to Frederica. Besides some Indians, he had not 
more than seven-hundred men t yet, with only a part of this 
inferior force, he bravely advanced within two miles of the 
enemies* camp, designing to attack them by surprise ; when 
a French soldier of his patty fired his musket, and ran into 
the Spanish lines. Oglethorpe's situation was truly critical : 
he knew that the deserter would make known his weakness. 
But though he now despaired of repelling the enemy by 
force, he hoped to induce them to retreat by his address. 
Returning to Frederica, he wrote a letter to the deserter, de- 
airing him to acquaint the Spaniards of its defenceless stale, 
and- urge them to the attack. If he could accomplish this 
object, he was directed to use all his art in persuading them 
to remain three days at fort Simons's; as within that period he 
should have a reinforcement of two-thousand land-troops, 
with six ships of war : and, at the same time, he was cau- 
tioned not to drop a hint of admiral Vernon's intended en- 
terprise against St. Augustine. This letter was f^iven to a 
Spanish prisoner, under a promise of delivering it to the de- 
serter; but he handed it,aswas expected, to the commander- 
in-chief. The Frenchman was accordingly placed in irons. 
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He was no longer considered a deserter, but a spy. Mean- 
while, three ships of war, despatched from Carolina, appear- 
ed upon the coast ; thus, realizing the apprehensions of the 
Spaniard, a^d, in part, the ingenious stratagem of his oppo* 
nent. The enemy was agitated and alarmed : in his con- 
sternation, he set fire to the fort, and hastily eihbarkccU 

For many years, during the infancy of Georgia, it !an- 
gui'shed, through various causes ; — the peculiar tenure of 
the lands, the restriction on the importation of rum, (which 
deprived it of a market for its lumber, in the West Indies,) 
and the total prohibition against the introduction of slaves. 
As regards the fi^st, we believe that the arrangement was 
both illiberal and impolitic ; the second was perhaps errone* 
ous, though dictated by a parental feeling for the health and 
morals of the colony : but the law respecting slaves is ap- 
proved by every generous, every manly feeling, of the heart; 
required by justice, by reason, by religion. Applicationsi 
however, were frequently made to the proprietors for its an- 
nulment. With this, do the annals of the world afford a 
parallel ; except in the appeal made, above two centuries 
before, by the Spaniards in Hispaniola, against the withhold- 
ing from exterminating slavery the legitimate tenants of the 
soil ? The restriction, however, upon the surrender of the 
charter to the crown, was immediately removed ; a measure 
which, though it may have increased the riches of the colony^ 
has placed the name of Georgia pre-eminent amongst the 
supporters of this unhappy traffic. 

The early settlers in this state were principally from Scot- 
land. Its founder was a native of England. Entering the 
army at an ealy age, he served on the continent of Europe 
under the ceiebratcd prince Eugene, until the restoration of 
peace j when he was returned a member of the British par- 
liament. In that assembly, general Oglethorpe distinguish- 
ed himself as a useful legislator, by proposing several lawa 
for the benefit of trade and the reform of prisons. His phil* 
anthropy should not be forgotten. At the beginning of the 
colonial misunderstanding with the mother country, he was 
oiTcred the command of the British army in America; but, 
highly to his honour, he refused the important oflicei on the 
principle of not being commissioned to do that degree of jus^ 
ticc to the people, to which he might be equitably inclined. 
This able soldier, and virtuous and accomplished citizen, 
died, after the contest was decided, at the venerable age of 
ninety-seven years ; being the oldest general in the English 
service. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

George Washington, Di^feat of Braddock, Death of gen- 
eral Wolfe. Conquest of Canada, Dr. Franklin, Dis- 
flutes with the British Parliament, Meeting of Congress 
War, Declaration of Independence. 

WE have only slightly glanced at the uninterrupted hos- 
tilities hitherto carried on between the colonists and the 
French in one quarter, and the Spaniards in another. Nor 
is it our intention, henceforward, to detail them with minute- 
ness. Nothing shall be introduced, here, further than what 
stems essential, to preserve the continuity of history, and 
enable us, when describing an event, to see perspicuously 
the channels through which it flowed, and the source from 
which it sprung. 

In reviewing the desolating collision that so long subsist- 
ed between the crowns of France and England, we are nat- 
urally led to enquire) to which party belonged the most 
equitable right of possession. It is evident, that as far as 
depended on discovery, the latter had the advantage ; but, as 
regarded occupation, the French claims were, in some res- 
pects, superior, and, in all, nearly equal. Th^ settlements 
at James Town and Quebec, the first capitals of both, were 
made so nearly at the same time, as to be within fifteen 
months of each other. The first established was Quebec. 
But the period at length arrived, when the question of bound- 
ary was no longer to be a subject of diplomatic ingenuity, 
but of a more decisive mode of argument, the sword. France, 
l>esides having possession of Canada, in the-north, had also 
a territory on the Mississippi, in the south-; and in 1753 
strove, by a military chain, the links of which were formed 
of out-posts stretching along the Ohio and. the lakes, to con- 
nect these two extremities, and thus restrain the British col- 
onists within the arbitrary limits of her own dictation. The 
latter, however, were willing, neither to submit to the cur- 
tailment, nor yet incur the additional inconvenience of a 
savage warfare, nurtured, by that means, at their very doors. 
They had too severely felt the influence of the French, when 
more distant, by their encouraging the Indians to destroy 
them ; and, moreover, they claimed the entire lands from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean. 
Il^ An interesting character was^ by this misunderstanding, 
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brought forward. Repeated complaints of violence having 
been made to the governor of Virginia, he determined to 
send a suitable person to the French commandant near th# 
Ohio, with a lettter, demanding the reason of his hostile pro* 
ceedingSf and insisting that he should evacuate a fort which 
he had lately erected. For this arduous undertakingi 
George Washington^ a major of the militia, then little more 
than twenty -one years of age, offered his services. The dis- 
tance oi' the French settlement was above four-hundred 
ihiles : half the route led through a wilderness inhabited by 
hostile Indians. He received his instructions on the last day 
of October, and immediately commenced his journey. Oq 
the way, his horse failed. He nevertheless proceeded, with 
a single companion, on foot^ with a gun in his hand, and his 
shoulders burthened by a pack ; on the 12th of Decemberf 
reacjied a French fort on the river Le Bceuf, and gave the 
letter to the commander. In a few days, he received an 
answer ; which, about the middle of January, he delivered to 
the governor at Williamsburg, after as fatiguing and peril- 
ous a journey as it is possible to conceiye. Throughout the 
whole, he and his friend experienced a continued series of 
cold, wet weather. Every moment, they were in danger 
from a hidden foe ; and, at one time, an Indian, belonging to 
a party who had lain for the purpose in ambush, discharged 
a piece at them, when within less than fifteen yards ; but 
fortunately missed his object. Yet, under all these disad- 
vantages, Washington was enabled, by his own observations, 
and by inquiries from others, to gain very extensive informa- 
tion ; respecting the face and soil of the country, the dis- 
tances and bearings of places, and the number, size, and 
strength, of nearly all the enemy's fortresses. 

George Washington was born in the parish which bears 
his family name, in the county of Westmoreland, in Virginia, 
on the 22d of February", 1782. He was the third son of 
Augustine Washington, a planter, of respectable talents, dis-' 
tinguished integrity, and large estate ; descended from an 
ancient family of Cheshire, in England : one of whom re- 
moved to Virginia, about the middle of the seventeenth cen- 
tury, and became the proprietor of a large tract of land in 
King George's county. Inhaling a pure mountain air, and 
accustomed to the healthful occupations of a rural life, his 
limbs expanded to a large and well-proportioned size, cor- 
respoTKling with his majestic stature. His education was 
suited to the business of the country. 'His cassical studiea- 
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were not pursued beyond the rudiments of the Latin tongue ; 
but his knowledge of arithmetic, and the most useful branch- 
es of mathematics, was sufficiently extensiye. 

At the age of ten years, his father dying, the charge of a 
numerous family devolved on major Washington's eldest 
l9rother, Lawrence ; a young gentleman of promising talents^ 
who had a captain's commission in the provincial troops, em- 
ployed in the celebrated attack against' Carthagena, under 
admiral Vernon. On his return, Lawrence married the 
daughter of the honourable William Fairfax, and settled on 
bis patrimonial estate : which, through respect to his admi- 
ral, he called Mount Vernon. He was afterwards made ad- 
jutant-general of the qiilitia of Virginia ; but did not long^ 
survive the appointment. He left one daughter, who died 
young ; and his second brother also, having died without 
childreiH the major succeeded to Mount Vernon. The ge- 
nius of Washington was on the point of being exercised on a 
different "element from that on which he has been already in- 
troduced. At the age of fifteen, he was entered as a midship- 
man in the British ntivy ; but his mother, then a widow, un- 
willing that he should be employed at so great a distance, 
that profession was abandoned. 

The reply which the French commander had given, 
brought matters to a crisis. The. Virginia assembly were 
induced to organize a regiment, in order to support the 
claims of Britain over the territory in dispute. Of this, Mr. 
Fry was appointed colonel, and young Washington lieuten- 

1754 *"^ colonel. With two companies, the Tatter pushed 
forward as far as the Great Meadows; where he sur- 
prised and captured, in the night, a party of French who 
were advancing towards the English settlements. Shortly 
afterwards, Mr. Fry, died, and Washinj^ton became com- 
mander of the regiment^ Having then collected the whole 
at the Meadows, and being joined by two independent com- 
* panics, he went on to dislodge the enemy from Fort Du- 
quesne; (the site of the present Pittsburgh;) a post which 
they had recently ereeted at the confluence of the Monon- 
gaheia and Alleghany rivers. On his way, however, being 
informed that the garrison had been strongly reinforced, and 
that the French were again advancing with a numerous 
body, he deemed it prudent to fall back, and make a stand 
at a fort which he had thrown up-previous to his setting out* 
Before he had time to complete his fortifications, he was 
Attacked by De Villier. He made a brave defence, behind 
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his small unfinished works; but was at leng^th under the ne« 
cessity of agreeing to a capitulation; by which, his men were 
allowed to march out with all the honours of war, to retain 
their arms and baggage, and retire, unmolested, into the in- 
hmbited parts of Virginia. >' 

To draw forth the colonial rpources, in a uniform sys- 
tem of operations, a meeting k)f the governors and most 
distinguished members of the provincial assemblies was held 
at Albany, in the state of New York; where, it was pro- 
posed, that a grand council should be formed, of persons 
chosen by the respective assemblies: which council, to- 
gether with a governor, to be chosen by the crown, should 
be authorized to make general laws, and to raise money, 
from all the colonies, for the common defence. But this 
p]an was not acceptable to the British ministry. They pro- 
posed another; that tiie governors, attended by one or two 
Tnembcrs of tht:ir respective councils, which were, for the 
most part, of royal appointment, should concert measures 
for the whole culoulcs; erect forts, and raise troops: with 
power to draw on the English treasury, in the first instance; 
but the amount to be ultimately reimbursed by a tax laid on 
the colonies by act ofjiarliament. This plan was as much 
disrelished by the colonies, as the former had been by the 
British ministry. Having been communicated, through one 
of the royal governors, to Dr. Franklin, and his opinion 
thereon requested, this sagacious patriot 'expressed his 
sentiments in writing; and, by his strong reasoning powers 
discovered, in the intended measure, the germe of a con- 
troversy in which he himself holds so conspicuous and 
honourable a place. 

By whatever means, however, the supplies were to bf 
raised, both England and the colonies ai>reed that no time 
should be lost in commencing the military operations. I 
was therefore resolved to drive the French from the Ohi< 
and from all the posts which they held within the limi 
claimed by the king of Great Britain. To effect the fir 
y purpose, general Braddock was sent from Europe 
Virginia, with two regiments; where he was joir 
by as many as increased his force to twenty-two-hf 
dred men. He was a brave man; but his bravei'v was 
accompanied by experience He was strict in the ca 
but hi^- strictness was tinctured with severity, and his se\ 
ty approached to arrogance. He particularly slighter 
colonial militia, and the Virginia officers. Washington^ 
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acted as aid-de-camp of the general, asked permission to go 
before biin, and scour the woods with profincial troops; 
who were well acquainted with that service. But this was 
refused. Braddock, with twelve-hundred men, pushed on, 
incautiously, until within a few miles of Fort Duquesne, he 
fell into an ambuscade of French and Indians. The invisi- 
ble enemy commenced a heavy and well-directed fire on his 
uncovered troops. The van was forced back on the main 
body, and the whole was thrown into confusion. The 

« slaughter was dreadful: particularly amongst the officers. 
In a short time, Washington was the only aid-de camp left 
alive, and not wounded. He had two horses shot under him, 
and four bullets passed through his coat; but he escaped 
unhurt. Throughout the whole of the carnage and con- 
fusion he displayed the greatest coolness and self-possession. 
Braddock, too, was undisntayed, amidst a shower of bullets; 
and by his countenance and example encouraged his men to 
stand their ground: but valour was useless, and discipline 
only offered a surer mark to the destructive aim of unseen 
marksmen. The action lasted nearly three hours, and 
seven-hundred men were killed upon the «pot. The gen- 
eral had three horses shot under biiii. and received a mortal 
wound. All the officers in the British regiments evinced 
the utmost bravery: their who?'e number was eigbty-fivc; 
of whom sixty four were killed or wounded. Their men 
were so disconcerted, by the unusual mode of attack, and 
the dreadful war-whoop of the Indians, that they soon broke, 
and could not be rallied: but the provincials, more accust- 
omed to the scene, were much less affected. They con- 
tinued, an unbroken body, under colonel Washington, and 
covered the retreat of their associates. 

Three successive campaigns had procured nothing but 
' expense and disappointment. The French had the com- 
mand of the lakes, a complete ascendency over the Indians, 
and were in possession of the whole country which produce^ 
the war. With an inferior force, they had been successiul 
in every campaign; in America, in Europe, and in Asia. 
Gloomy apprehensions were entertained as to the destiny of 
the British colopies. These fears were soon removed. A 
change of ministry took place. William Pitt, (after- 
wards lord Chatham,) was entrusted .with the public 
helm. To despair, succeeded hope; and to- hope, victory. 

' His active mind, and enterprising genius, seemed to infuse 
tbemaelves throughout the empirei— through the senate and 
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the people, the army and the navy. Supplies were granted 
with liberality, and givcrjl without reluctance: soldiers en- 
listed freely, and fought with enthusiasm. In a short time, 
the French were dispossessed, not only of all the territories 
1759 ^" dispute, but of Quebec, and her ancient province 

of Canada; so that all that remained to her, of her 
numerous settlements in North America, was New Or- 
leans, with a few plantations on the Mississippi. The French 
regular troops were transported to France: the Canadians, 
being secured in the possession of their properly, and in the 
Qhdisturbed enjoyment of their religion, submitted, and took 
the oath of allegiance to the king of England. 

The siege of Quebec recalls the name of an illustrious 
British officer, the gallant Wolfe; the general who led the 
European and colonial troops to victory before its walls, and 
fell in the moment of success. His^ youth, his spirk, his 
amiable and social manners, and an engagemem which he 
had formed in England with the interesting object of his 
affections; all, awaken the tenderest sympathies of a gener- 
ous breast. The name of Wolfe will be recollected with a 
pleasing sorrow. The closing scene of his military gloryi 
drawn by the commanding pencil of Barry, and of West, 
will be a lasting subject of admiration. 
1762 After hostilities had raged nearly eight years, a 

general pesos was concluded. France ceded Canada 
to Great Britain; and Spain, having taken part in the war, 
relinquished, as the price of recovering Havanna, both East 
and West Florida; leaving Britain in possession of an extent 
of country equal to the combined dimensions of several 
kingdoms in Europe. The addition of Canada on the north, 
and the Floridas on the south, made her almost sole mis- 
tress of the northern continent.* 

Important considerations attended the termination of this 
colonial struggle. To enable us to form a judicious estimate 
of the contending arguments, it will be useful to relate the 
occurrences by which they were preceded. As often as 
pecuniary or military aid had been required! from the colo* 
nies, during the continuance of that widely-extended war- 
fare, requisitions were made to their respective legislatures; 
which, in general, were cheerfully answered. Very power- 
ful as&istaiice was given. Four-hundred colonial privateers 
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cruised with successful vigilance, and twenty^four-thousand 
'provincial soldiers co-operated with the English regulars in 
North America. . 

The recent addition to the British empire, of those vast 
regions, which would gradually be advancing in population 
and in power, not only excited the jealousy of sovereigns, 
but occasioned doubts in the minds of,enlightened politicians, 
that acquisitions so immense would contribute to the welfare 
of the parent state. To combitie, in one uniform system of 
government, the extensive territory then subjected to the 
British sway, appeared to men of reflection an impractica- 
ble task. Nor were they mistaken in their conjectures. 
The high sentiments of liberty and independence, nurtured 
in the colonies, from their local situation and habits of so- 
ciety, were increased by the removal of hostile neighbours. 
War, also, had left impressions no less effective on their 
future destination. They had gained experience in the 
field, and confidence in their own ability. Foreseeing their 
importance, from the rapid increase of their numbers, and 
extension of their commerce; and being jealous of their 
rights; they readily admitted, and with pleasure indulged, 
ideas favourable to independence: and, whilst combustible 
materials were collecting in the new world, a brand to en- 
kindle them was preparing in the old. 

During their infancy, jGreat Britain regarded her planta- 
tions as mere instruments of commerce. Without charg* 
ing herself with the care of their internal police, or seeking 
from them a revenue, she was contented with a monopoly of 
their trade. Until the year 1764, the colonial regulations 
seemed to have no other object than the common good of 
the whole empire. But a new era of political experiment 
then commenced. When the colonies had grown more 
capable of resisting impositions, she changed the ancient 
system, under which they had long flourished. When pru- 
dence would have dictated a relaxation of her authority, she 
rose in her demands, and multiplied her restraints. Having 
enacted that their bills of credit should cease to have legal 
currency, she commenced the anomalous system of raising 
from them an efHcient revenue, by direct internal taxes, laid 
by authority of parliament; a measure, universally repro- 
bated, as contrary to their natural and chartered rights, and 
now brought forward as a means of reducing her national 
debt, amounting to nearly one-hundred-and-fifty-millions 
^ .sterling. The minister urged, that it was reasonable the 
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xclonies should contribute a just portion of the expenses in- 
curred by the late war, which had originated on their ac- 
count. / To this principle, the latter made no objectirnis: 
but, whilst they admitted the principle, they opposed the 
manner of enforcement. They believed, that the chief tx- 
cellence of the British constitution lay in the right of the 
subjects to grant, or to withhold, taxes: and in their haring 
a share in the enactment of laws by which they were to be 
governed; and as they were not represented in the British 
parliament, that they should not be obliged to contribute 
what that body might find it their interest to exact. Taxa- 
tion and represeiuatjon are justly inseparable. Communi- 
ties, as well as individuals, have a strong propensity to im- 
pose on others, when they can do it with impunity. 

At the time of that disastrous warfare, in which Wash- 
ington rose upon the ruins of the incautious Braddock, re- 
solutions had passed the British parliament for laying a 
stamp-duty in America; but they were not followed imme- 
diately by any legislative act. The declaratory opinion of 
that body met no opposition, on either side of the Atlantic; 
because, " the omnipotence of parliament** was then a fami- 
liar phrase: but, afterwards, when the measure was exam- 
ined, it was. better understood, and constitutional sbjections 
were urged by many sagacious statesmen, both in England 
and America. But, notwithstanding the powerful reasons 
offered against this unjust and hazardous experiment, 
George Grenville, impelled by a partiality for a long-cher- 
ished scheme, in the following year, again brought 
into the house of commons this unpopular bill, and 
sncceeded in its enactment. By this, the instruments of 
writing in daily use antongst a commerciid people, were to 
be null and void, unless executed on paper or parchment 
stamped with a specific duty. Law documents and leases, 
articles of apprenticeship and contracts, protests and biUr 
of sale, newspapers and advertisements, almanacs and 
pamphlets, — all must contribute to the British treasury. 

When the measure was examined, Charles Townshend 
delivered a speech in its favour; in concluding which, 
*' Will these Americans,*' he said, " children planted by our 
care, nourished by our indulgence, till they are grown up 
to a degree of strength and opulence, and protected by our 
armsi will they grudge to contribute their mite, to relieve 
us from the weij^ht of that heavy burthen under which we 
lie?"—** They, planted by your carol" replied colonel Barrfr^ 
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" No; they were planted by your oppressions. They fled 
from tyranny to an uncukivated, nnhospitable country, where 
they expoi»ed tliemselves to all the hardships to which hu- 
man nature is liable; and, amongst others, to the cruelty of 
a sarage foe, the most subtle, and, I will take it upon me to 
say, the most formidable, people, on the face of this earth: 
and yet, actuated by principles of true English liberty, they 
met all hardships with pleasure, compared with what they 
had suffered in their own country, from the hands of those 
that should have been their friends. They, nourished by- 
you! induif^enCe! They ^rcw up by your neglect. As 
soon as you began to extend your care, that care was dis- 
played in sending persons to rule them, in one department 
and another, who were, perhaps, the deputies of deputies to 
some members of this house; sent to spy out their libenies, 
to misrepresent their actions, and to prey upon their sub- 
stance: men, whose behaviour, on many occasions, has 
caused the blood of those sons of freedom to recoil within 
them: men promoted to the highest scats of justice — some, 
who, to my knowledge, were glad, by going to a foreign 
country, to escape being broUi»ht to the bar of a court of just- 
ice in their own. They, protected by your arms] They 
have nobly taken up arms in your defence, have exerted a 
valour, amidst their constant and laborious industry, for the 
defence of a country, whose frontier was drenched in blood, 
while its interior parts yielded all its little savings to your 
emolument. And, believe me, that the same spirit of free- 
dom which actuated these people at first, will accompany 
them still: — but, prudence forbids me to explain myself 
further. God knows, I do not, at this time, speak from any 
motives of parly heat. I deliver the genuine sentiments of 
my heart. However superior to me, in general knowledge 
and experience, the respectable body of this house may be, 
yet, I claim to know more of America than most of yuu; 
having seen that country, and been conversant with its peo- 
ple. They are, I believe, as truly loyal as any subjects the 
king has; but a people jealous of their liberties, and who 
will vindicate them, if ever they should be violated. But 
the subject is too delicate: I will say no more." 

The night after the bill passed. Dr. Franklin wrote to 
Mr. Charles Thomson, *' The sun of liberty is set; you must 
light up the candles of industry and economy." — Mr. Thom- 
son answered: " I was apprehensive that other lights would 



THE UNITED STATES. B5 

be the consequence, and I foresee the opposition that will 
be made.*' 

By a clause in the stamp-act, it was not to have operation 
.until the fii"St day of November; a period of more than seven 
months from its passing. This gave the colonists an op- 
portunity of leisurely examining the new subject, and view^ 
^ing it on every side. In the early part of the interval, struck 
with astonishment, they lay in silent consternation, unable to 
determine which course they should pursue. The voice oi' 
legislative opposition was first heard in Virginia. In an 
animated speech, Mr. Patrick Henry, on the 20th of May, 
brought into the house of burgesses in that colony a number 
of resolutions, which were substantially adopted, and which 
concluded by declaring, " That every, injlividual, who, by 
speaking, or acting, stiould assert or maintain, that any per- 
son, or body of men, except the general assembly of the 
province, had any right to impose taxation there, should be 
deemed an enemy to his majesty's colony.'* 

" Cresar,*' exclaimed the orator,^^* had his Brutus; Charles 
the first, his Cromwell; and George the third— may profit 
by his example." 

These resolutions were immediately disseminated through 
the other provinces. The tongues and pens of the well-in- 
formed citizens laboured in kindling the latent sparks of 
patriotism.' The fire of liberty blazed forth from the press, 
and its influence became general. As the assemblies met, 
they displayed a similar feeling. The people, in their town 
meetings instructed their representatives to oppose the in- 
novation. The assembly in Massachusetts passed a resolu- 
tion in favour of a continental Congress; fixed a day in Oc- 
tober for its meeting in New York, and sent letters to the 
speakers of the other assemblies, requesting their concur- 
rence. 

This first advance towards union was seconded by South 
Carolina. The other colonies, too, with the exception of 
Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, prevented by their 
governors, and New Hampshire, which dissented from the 
proposition, espoused the invitation, and assembled at the ap- 
pointed place. Here, they agreed on a declaration of their 
rights, and a statement of their grievances ; asserting, in 
strong language, their exemption from all taxes, not imposed 
by their own representatives ; and drew up a petition to the 
king, with memgrials to the house of lords and the house of 
commons. 

H 
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There was, however, a considerable degree of timidity 
evinced in this congress ; and the members were by no means 
Unanimous. Thomas Ruggles, of New York, who presided, 
refused to affix his name to the memorial, though he had, 
throughout the debate, apparently accorded with the senti- 
ments which they expressed ; and Mr. Ogden, then speaker 
of the New Jersey assembly, followed his example : for 
which conduct, the latter was burned in effigy, in many 
counties of his province, and removed from his situation. 
The boldest, and most impressive arguments were offered 
by James Otis of Massachusetts ; who was one of the earliest 
patriots of that time, and fell a private' sacrifice to the cause 
Which he had so fearlessly defehded. 

At length, arrived the first of November; the day on 
which the obnoxious impost was to commence its operation. 
The general aversion to the act was demonstrated in a varie- 
ty of ways. The people of Boston forcibly displayed their 
feelings. The morning Which matured its existence spoke 
forth its destroying agenty in the mournful accents of the 
funeral knell ; many shops and stores were closed ; effig^ies 
of the unpopular characers were paraded through the 'treets, 
and exposed to that derision which was merited by the orig- 
inals. At Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, the day was 
ushered in with similar evidence of hostility and grief. The 
proceedings there were remarkably affecting. In the course 
of the day, notice having been given to the friends of Liberty 
to attend her funeral, a coffin, neatly ornamented aiKl inscribed 
with the word, " Liberty," was carried to the grave. The 
procession moved forward from the state house, attended by 
unbraced drums. Minute guns were fired, ana continued 
until the ooffin arrived at the place of interment. Then, an 
eulogium on the deceased was pronounced. It was scarcely 
ended, before the coffin was taken up ; it having been per- 
ceived that some remainsof life were left : the inscription was 
immediately altered to "Liberty Revived:" the bells ex- 
changed their melancholy, for a joyful sound, and satisfac* 
tion appeared in every countenance. 

Notwithstanding that the stamp law was to have operated 
from the first of November, yet legal proceedings in the 
courts were carried on as before : vessels entered and de- 
parted without stamped papers : printers boldly circulated 
their newspapers, and, in most departments, business was 
conducted, by common consent, in defiance of the parliament, 
Its if BO stamp act was in existence. The people of Phil- 
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adelphia, and, after them, nearly all the commercial portion 
of English America, prohibited lawyers from instituting; any 
action for money due to an inhabitant of England. Nor 
was their determined spirit of opposition confined to a mere 
defensive means of parliamentary defeat. Still further meas- 
ures were adopted. Associations were formed against im* 
porting British manufactures, until that law should be re* 
pealed ; which, by throwing many thousands in the mother 
country out of employment, and depriving her merchants of 
the usual benefits attending extensive orders, made it the in- 
terest of both classes in England to advocate the cause of the 
Americans. 

In order to remedy the deficiency of British goods, the 
colonists applied with diligence to domestic manufactures : 
to increase the quantity of wool, they abstained from eating 
lamb : and to form a barrier against the enforcement of the 
obnoxious act, they resolved to protect, by force of arms, al) 
wlio should be in danger from resistance. 
1766 Conduct so generous and firm had the desired ef- 
fect. Warm discussions followed in the British par- 
liament. The marquis of Rockingham, much esteemed for 
liis sincerity and the vigour of his geniusj was appointed first 
lord of the treasury in the room of George Grenville ; and 
general Conway was called to fill the place of colonial secre- 
tary. Anxiously desirous to obtain a revocation of the ob- 
noxious taxes, the new administration employed the opinion 
and authority of Dr. Franklin; who, as agent for some of the 
colonies, was examined at the bar of the house of commons ; 
and, in that pungent manner, characteristic of his superior 
mind, gave extensive information, which served greatly to 
remove prejudices, and promote a disposition friendly to a 
repeal. The ablest speakers in both houses denied the jus- 
tice of taxing the colonies. " You have no right," said 
William Pitt, " to tax America. I rejoice that she has re- 
sisted. Three-millions of the people, so lost to every sense 
of virtue, as voluntarily to submit to be slaves, would have 
been fit instruments to make slaves of all the rest." The 
opposition could not be withstood : the repeal was carried in 
March ; an event which caused great joy in England The 
ships'in the river Thames displayed their colours, and the 
city was illuminated. In America, the homespun clothes 
were presented to the poor, and orders for British goods 
were given more extensively than ever. 

But, though the taxes were repealed, the right of levying 
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them was not relinquished. Simultaneously with that revo* 
cation, was passed the declaratory act, purporting that the 
legislature of Great Britain had a right to make laws to bind 
the colonies in all cases whatever. This alleged power would 
not, however, it was thought, have been used, had not the 
Rockingham administration been displaced by the baneful 
counsel of lord Bute ; who was enabled to influence the king, 
In consequence of having superintended his education. The 
chief reins of government were now given to the duke of 
firafton. Charles Townsend, the new chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, immediately procured a bill for grantingiin the col- 
onies, duties on glass, paper, painters* colours, and tea. 

The fire of opposition, which had been deprived of its fuel 
by the repeal of the former impost, was now kindled, with 
additional ardour, by the same principle exhibited in its new 
form. Mr. Dickenson, of Pennsylvania, was an able advo- 
cate of his country's rights. He attracted public notice in 
a series of letters, signed " A Farmer ;*' proving the extreme 
danger that threatened the liberties of America, from sub- 
nussion to a precedent establishing the claim of parliament- 
ary taxation. Dr Franklin afterwards published a number 
of pieces, much in the style of the Irish patriot. Swift; 
which, by their excellent wit and humour, combined with 
the pointed justness of the allegory, had a powerful influence 
on the understanding of the people. Virginia held a pen 
which poured forth conviction in the captivating^ style of 
classic elegance. The Monitor's Letters, by Dr. Lee ; a 
Summary View of the Rights of British America, by Thomas 
XefiDerson ; an Inquiry into the Rights of the British Colonies, 
^y Richard Bland ; and " Considerations,'* by Robert Carter 
•/ Jjlicholas, as well as the memorials, remonstrances, and 
,: ^0(t^lSBT public acts of that colony; were all written in a masterly 
liti^iner. South Carolina produced a poem, entitled ** Lib- 
erty/*, under the assumed name of Rustlcus ; which, for dig- 
nity and vigour, will vie with any that has ever appeared, on 
the subject of politics. Its motto, " £t majores vestroa et 
fiosteros cogitatc^*^ (Think of your fathers, and your poster- 
ity,) was happily appropriate ; addressing every noble and 
generous affection of the human breast. But the most pow- 
erful writer was the celebji'ated Thomas Paine, at that period 
in America ; who, in a work entitled Common Sense, roused 
the public feeling to a degree unequalled by any previous 
appeal. The controversy was also ably supported in New 
Sngland. The subsequent orations of Warren and Hancock, 
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id commemoration of the affray in which their fellow-citizens 
of Boston were slain^ exhibited fine specimens of impassion- 
ed eloquence. 

As might have been expected, the new duties gave rise to 
a second asssocialion for suspending importations of British 
manufactures. Uniformity in this measure was promoted 
by the Massachusetts* assembly; whose activity drew forth 
the marked displeasure of tlie crown. They were ordered 
to cancel their resolutions ; and, on their refusal, were dis- 
solved. 

The bad humour which already so much prevailed, was 

1768 ^^^"^ ^^^^ ^*^^ inflamed to a high degree of resent- 
ment and violence, by the seizure of Mr. Hancock's 
sloop Liberty, for not having entered all the wines she had 
brought from Madeira ; a refusal made in accordance with 
the recent spirit of non-'importation. Soon afterwards, two 
regiments and some armed vessels arrived in Boston, to as- 
sist the revenue officers in the execution of their duty. 
These served to restrain the fury of the multitude ; but they 
increased the displeasure and vigilance of the more import- 
ant members of society. Out of ninety-seven townships, 
deputies from ninety six attended a convention in that town, 
reviewed the transactions of the past, turned their minds to 
the alarming prospect of the future, and stated to the world 
their opinions, and the causes of their meeting. 

Whilst the contest was kept alive by the successive irrita- 
'tions which have been mentioned there was, particularly in 
Massachusetts, a species of warfare carried on between the 
royal governors and the provincial assemblies. Each wj 
the other with all the jealousy which strong distrust 
inspire. Governor Hutchinson virtually challenged 
sembly to a dispute, respecting the controversy between the 
two countries ; and, on its acceptance by the latter, the 
subject was discussed with the utmost subtilty of argument 

Encouraged by the expectation of quelling the refractory 
by their arms, or by the too often tried system of division, the 
parliament, for a while, maintained with obstinacy their de- 
termination to enforce the duties. They continued to dissolve 
the opposing assemblies, and even threatened still further 
infringements and severity. But the colonists retained their 
accustomed firmness : each inroad upon their rights arrayed 
a new sacrifice of commercial advantage, a fresh retrench- 
ment of domestic luxury and comfort This collision, the 
mercantile and manufacturing classes in England having 



thelK.. 



Ti ': 



9a HISTORt OF 

felt with destructiTe force, lord North) ytho had succeeded 
the duke of Grafton as prime minister, dreading the effects 

1770 ^^ P^^P^^^r r^s^^^^^"^ paused for a moment in the 
career of ruin and disgrace, and obtained a repeal of 
the duties on glass, paper, and painters* colours,-— but retain- 
ed it upon tlie tea. 

This concession was followed by a temporary calm. 
From the pledges then given by the British government, 
that they would not again attempt to lay taxes on the colo- 
nies for the purpose of revenue, and from the various sources 
by which they were supplied with tea, without being under 
the necessity of infringing their determinations against im* 
porting it from Great Britain, the mercantile intercourse 
with the mother country was renewed; and many hoped that 
the contention was closed for ever. In all the provinces, 
except Massachusetts, appearances favoured thai opinion. 
!Put many incidents operated there, to disturb that harmony 
which had begun, in other places, to return. The station- 
ing of a military force amongst the inhabitants in that prov- 
incc) was a fruitful source of uneasiness. Reciprocal insults 
soured the tempers, and mutual injuries embittered the pas- 
sions, of the opposite parties. Some high-spirited persons 
in Boston, who thought it an indignity to have troops quar- 
tered on them^were constantly exciting the populace to quar- 
rel with the soldiers^ On the second of March,'an affray 
took place between a private soldier and an inhabitant: in a 
few days afterwards, a party, when under arms, were insult- 
ed by a mob, pelted with stones, and dared to fire; and, at 
length, unable to withstand the increasing violence, a few 
muskets being discharged, by which some lives were lost, 
nothing but an engagement to remove the army from the 
town, prevented the inhabitants from taking immediate re- 
vengCi The captain who commanded, and the privates who 
fired on-. the people, were tried on a charge of murder, but 
acquitted; a result which reflects great honour on th'eir 
counsel, John Adams and Josiah Quincey, and also upon the 
jury; on the one, for thus boldly exerting their professional 
abilities; on the other, for giving an upright verdict, in de- 
fiance of popular opinion or resentment. 

" The events of that tragical night," observes a well-in- 
formed historian, " sunk deep into the minds of the people, 
and were made subservient to important purposes The 
anniversary of it was observed with great solemnity. £io- 
^ quent orators were successively employed, to deliver un 
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annual oratioiii to preserve the remembrance of it fresh in 
their minds; and thus, the blessings of liberty, the horrors 
of slavery, the dangers of the standing army, the rights of 
the colonies, were presented to the public, in their most 
pleasing and alarming forms." 

From these, and other occurrences not imperiously essen- 
tial to be noticed in the pages of an epitome, no other than 
the mo9t guarded conduct, on both sides, could prevent a 
universal explosion, fi ut an impolitic scheme, afterwards 
concerted between the British ministry and the Last India 
Company, led the contending paities again on the disputed 
ground, and formed them in hostile array against each 
other. 

.^^^ The company were now authorized to export their 
tea to all places, free of duty. By this regulation, 
that article, though loaded, in the colonies, witl. an excep« 
tionable impost, would be cheaper, there, than before it was 
made a source of revenue; for, the duty thus removed when 
exported from Great Britain, was greater than that to be 
paid on its importation into America. Confident, therefore, 
of success, in finding a market fur their tea, in tiiis manner 
lowered in its price, and also of collecting a duty on it in 
the colonies, the company freighted several ships with this 
commodity, and appointed agents for its disposal. How- 
ever, as the time approached when their arrival might be 
expected, such measures were adopted as were the most 
likely to prevent the landini^ of their cargoes. The con- 
signees were in several places compelled to relinquish their 
appointments: the pilots, in the Delaware, were warned not 
to conduct any of the tea-ships into that river; and in New 
York, popular vengeance was denounced against all who 
would contribute, in any measure, to forward the views of 
the East India company. In consequence, the captains, 
destined to New York and PbiladeJphia, returned directly 
to Great Britain, without making any entry at the custom- 
house. But it was otherwise ^t Boston. The tea, for the 
supply of that port, was consigned to the sons and particu- 
lar friends of governor Hutchinson. They were resolute in 
their determination to receive it; the custom-house officers 
and the governor equally strenuous to prevent the vessels 
from departing, without a regular entry and clearance. A 
new method of defence, therefore, became necessary. What 
was sa zealously i.nposed lor their o<Hisumpiion, the people, 
with a corresponding energy, were determined to destroy. 
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Countenanced by the general voire, a parly, dressed as In- 
dians, boarded the tea- ships, broke open their cargoes, and 
threw the contents into the sea. 

The event of this business was very different from 
what had been expected in Elngland. With so much vigour 
had the colonists acted, that there was not a single chest 
sold of all that were sent out by the East India company. 

-- Enraged against the people of Boston, the parlia- 
ment resolved to take legislative vengeance on that 
devoted town. Disregarding the forms of the British con- 
stitution, by which none are to be condemned ufiheard, or 
punished without a trial, they passed a bill, closing, in a com- 
merciaf sense, its port: and, soon afterwards, its custom- 
house officers, and consequently its trade, were removed to 
Salem; there, to remain, until reparation should be made 
for the property destroyed. The charter of the colony was 
new-modeled; so that the whole executive government was 
taken from the people, and the nomination to all important 
offices vested in the crown. Nor was this thought sufficient. 
It was enacted, that if any person was indicted for murder, 
or for any capital offence committed in aiding the magis- 
trates, that the government might send him to another colo- 
ny, or to Great Britain, to be tried. This last precaution 
was evidently superfluous; as a remarkable proof of the 
dispassionate admii'ation of justice in Massachusetts, 
stood recorded in the case of the British officer and his 
parly. 

Property, liberty, and life, were thus subjected to minis- 
terial caprice. But, though these violations excited grief, 
they failed to produce terror, amongst the Americans. 
They awoke the indifferent; they inflamed the ardent. One 
soul now animated nearly all the colonies. The parliament, 
notwithstanding, did not rest here: they advanced another 
step; which increased their enemies on one side of the 
Atlantic, and alienated their friends on the other. They 
passed an act relating to the government of Canada; by 
which, its boundaries were extended southward to the Ohio, 
westward to the Mississippi, and northward to the borders 
of the Hudson's Bay Company: its laws were assimilated to 
the French: dispensing, in civil cases, with the trial by jury: 
tlicrcby, rendering its inhabitants passive agents in the hands 
of power; to aid, it was supposed, in deterring the neigh- 
bouring provinces, and imposing on them constitutions mod- 
eled after the same form. 
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Within little more than a month after the intelligence 
of these arrangements reached America, it was conmui- 
nicated from state to state: and a flame was kindled in 
almost every breast, through the widely-extended prov- 
inces. 

In order to understand the mode by which this feeling 
was spread, with so great rapidity, over so large an extent 
of country, it is neceshary to observe, that the several colo- 
nies were divided into counties, and these subdivided into 
districts. Accordingly, under the association formed to op- 
pose the revenue act of 1767, committees had been estab- 
lished, not only in the capitals of every province, but in most 
of the suhmxlinate divisions; an important and indispensable 
means of miiou, which was at this period revived. 

The British cabinet had no sooner finally resolved on 
closing the port of Boston, than they determined to order 
there a large military force. General Gage, the command- 
er-in-chief of North America, was sent thither, in the addi- 
tional capacity of governor of Massachusetts: and, soon aft- 
erwards, two regiments of foot, with awletachment of artil- 
lery, arrived; and reinforcements from Ireland, )^ew York) 
Halifax, and Quebec. 

Hitherto> Boston hed been the seat of commerce and 
plenty. The scene was now reversed; and every class was 
affected by the change. The income of landholders either 
entirely ceased", or was much diminished: the immense pro- 
perty expended on stores and wharves, was rendered com- 
pletely^useless. Labourers, artificers, and others, employed 
in the numerous occupations arising from an extensive 
trade, felt the general calamity; a calamity rendered more 
intolerable, from the recollection of past enjoyments. Yet, 
all these inconveniences and hardships were borne with 
invincible fortitude. Their determination to persist in the 
same line of conduct which had been the occasion of their 
sufferings, was unabated. If they had not a prospect of 
mercy from their oppressors, they had the consolation of 
sympathy from their friends. Addresses poured in from 
corporate towns, town meetings, and provincial assemblies, 
applauding their conduct; and aid was provided, to support 
their perseverance. Marhlehcad generously offered to Bos- 
ton the use of her harbour, wharves, warehouses, and the 
pergonal attendance of her people, free of expense; and 
Salem, with a magnanimous self- denial, to which commer- 
cial annals afford no parallel, refused to adopt the trade of 
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the devoted town, and build its fortune upon the wreck ol a 
suffering neighbour. 

Affairs rapidly approached the crisis. Both parties tend* 
«d towards the awful collision with accelerating progress. 
The proceedings and apparent disposition of the people, to- 
gether with the military preparations daily making through 
the province, induced general Gage to fortify the neck of 
land which joins Boston to the continent, and to seize the 
powder lodged in the arsenal at Charlestown. This excited 
a most violent ferment. Several thousand people assembled 
at Cambridge; who were with difficulty restrained from 
marching immediately to Boston, to demand a return of the 
powder^ and, in case of a refusal, to attack the troops. 

During the confusion, a rumour went abroa^F^hat the 
royal fleet and military were firing upon Boston. In less 
than twenty-four hours, thirty-thousand Americans were in 
arms, marching towards the town: other risings of the peo- 
ple took place, in different parts of the colony; whose vio« 
lence was so great, that, in a short time, all who had taken 
an active part in favour of Great Britain were obliged to 
screen themselves in the capital. 

A provincial congress now assembled at Concord, chose 
John Hancock presidetlt, andv^monstrated with the governor 
against his hostile proceedings on Boston Neck. Their ad* 
monitions were unavailing. In consequence, they resolved 
to enlist a number of the inhabitants, who were obliged to 
turn out at " a minute's warning," and over whom, and the 
militia, they commissioned as general officers, Messrs. Frib- 
ble, Ward, Pameroy, Thomas, >«nd Heath. 

As the winter approached, general Gage ordered barracks 
to be erected for his troops; but, so powerful was the influ- 
ence of the popular leaders, that the workmen desisted from 
fulfilling his wishes, though their wages would have been 
regularly paid. An application to New York was equally 
unsuccessful; and similar obstructions were thrown in the 
way of getting even clothing for the winter. The merchants 
of this city answered, that they would never supply any arti- 
cle for the benefit of men sent to the country as enemies. 
The farmers in Massachusetts were discouraged from sell- 
ing them straw, timber, boards, and such articles of conve- 
nience. The first, when purchased for the royal service* 
was frequently overturned: vessels with brick were sunk, 
and carts with wood overturned. 

Measures of a still more decisive character were taken. 
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At Newport, in Rhode Island, the people seized and removed 
from the public battery aboQt foi-ty pieces of cannon; and at 
Portsmouth, in New Hampshire, a company of volunteers, 
headed by John Sullivan and John Langdon, having attacked 
the royal castle secured the garrison until they got posses- 
sion of the powder. Cannon balls and other instruments of 
war, were carried from Boston to places of safety in the 
country, through the English guards, in carts apparently 
loaded with manure; and powder was conveyed in the pan- 
niers and baskets of those returning from the market. 

Meanwhile, in September, a general congress of the Ameri- 
can states assembled in Philadelphia. I'heir place of meet* 
ing was Carpenter's Hall; their president, Peyton Randolph 
of Virginia; their secretary, Charles Thomson, of Penn- 
sylvai^a. Twelve colonies were now represented; com- 
prising all the old British settlements cxecpt Georgia: 
which from prudential reasons, satisfactory to the others, 
had not elected deputies. This august body, containing the 
first virtue and talent in the colonies, entered into a non-im- 
portation, non-consumption, andnon-cxportation agreement, 
prepared addresses to the people and the sovereign of Great 
Britain, as well as to all the inhabitants of North America; 
and directed their attention to every means of averting the 
dreadful calamity of civil war. These, which were drawn 
Uhder the immediate dictation of Messrs. Richard Henry 
I^ce, Livingston, and Jay; Adams, Johnson, Patnuk Henry, 
and Rutledgc; are distinguished for their pure and consti- 
tutional principles, and commanding energy of style. 

Having, in the following month, finished their important 
business, they dissolved; after recommending that another 
congress should be held on the 10th of May, in the ensuing 
year, in case a redress of their grievances was not previously 
obtained. 

Impressed with a lively feeling of the sweets of liberty, 
and a high respect for the members of the late assembly, 
the greatest zeal was evinced, by a large majority of the 
people, to comply with their determinations. In this man- 
ner, whilst the forms of the old government subsisted, a neW 
and independent authority was really established. It was so 
generally the sense of the people that the public good re- 
quired a compliance with the recommendations of congress, 
that any man who discovered anxiety about the continuance 
of trade, was viewed as a selfish indr\'idual, preferring his 
^wn interest to the good of his country. But the intempcr* 
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ate zeal of the populace frequently transported tliem so far 
beyond the limits of moderation, as to apply unjustifiable 
punishments to persons who contravened the generai opinion 
of the community. Some were placed beneath a pump, and 
underwent forcible ablution; others, after being smeared 
with tar, were rolled in feathers, and, in this state, exposed 
to the ridicule of the spectators. Yet, a more common 
mode, was to treat them with contempt and scorn; arising 
in particular cases, to an exclusion from all social inter- 
course; and to placard their names, with the appellations of 
lories, traitors, cowards, enemies. 

When the British parliament assembled, the king, in his 
speech, dwelt strongly on the tumultuous proceedings in 
Massachusetts. An address from the commons, in reply, 
recommending the punishment of that colony, brought on, 
as usual, a spirited debate. In the house of lords, a con- 
ciliatory plan was offered by the venerable Chatham, and 
supported by all the force of his unrivaled eloquence. But, 
in both cases, the ministerial benches overthrew the oppo- 
sition by a large majority; and petitions, jn favour of pacific 
measures, from the chief manufacturing and commercial 
towns, were consigned to dishonourable oblivion. Indeed, 
this line of conduct might very naturally be embraced; 
when it is considered that the minister received all his in-' 
formation respecting the colonial ferment from agents in 
America, who, in the true spirit of lord Chesterfield's sys- 
tem of flattery and deceit, transmitted their reports in ac- 
cordance with the preconceptions of their employers. The 
maxim which teaches the hearing of both parties is seldom 
found within the precincts of a court. Upon this represen- 
ta,tion, a bill was passed to restram the general commerce 
of the colonies: from which law, however. New York, Dela- 
ware, and North Carolina, were exempted, apparently to 
create disunion; and at the same time the determination was 
matured of arresting the progress of American disaffection 
by an overwhelming army. 

But the ministers were again defeated. The golden har- 
vest thus offered to the latter, was suffered to fall unreaped: 
and preparations, on the one side were answered ^y inlist- 
ments on the other. The coercive measures of the parent 
state inclined the colonics to extend their claims. Hatred 
took the place of kind affections, and the calamities of war 
were substituted for the benefits of commerce. 

Meanwhile, the leading men of Massachusetts were, with 
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admirable prudence and address, preparing for the labt ex- 
tremity. They were furnishing the people with arms, and 
training the militia. Tliey had also collected and stored 
provisioiis in different' places^ particularly at Concord, about 
twenty miles from Boston. These, general Gage now de- 
termined to destroy. He wished to prevent hostilities^ bf 
depriving the inhabitants of the means of conducting wait 
for, though zealous in his royal master's service* he dia* 
covered a prevailing desire of a peaceable accommodation; 
and, wishing to accomplish his object without bloodshed) 
took every precaution to effect it by surprise. At • eleven 
1775 ^'^^^^^ ^^ night, on the 18th of April, eight-hundred 
grenadiers and light infantry marched for Concordf 
under the command of colonel Smith. But neither the sec- 
recy with which this expedition was designed, nor the silent 
hour chosen for its march, was sufficient to conceal the in- 
telligence of its' movements from the country militia. About 
two in the ensuing morning, a hundred-and-thirty of the 
Lexington corps had assembled in that town, to oppose them* 
These, however, from the uncertainty as to the British sol- 
diery's appearing, were dismissed; with orders to muster 
again at beat ef drum. Between four and five in the morn- 
ing, seventy of their number had again collected; and, soon 
afterwards, the English regulate approached. The officer 
who led the advanced guard rode up to the militia, and cal- 
led out; ** Disperse, you rebels; throw down your arms, and 
disperse." They still however continued in a body; on 
which, he discharged his pistol, and ordered his soldiers to 
fire. This was done with an huzza. The militia i*eturned 
a few shots; three or four of their number were killed on the 
green; and a few more when dispei*sing. The royal de* 
tachment then proceeded to Concord; where ihey disablied 
two cannon, and destroyed the pul^lic stores. Here, they 
experienced further opposition. They were allowed not a 
moment for refreshment, and having finished their businesSy 
began to retreat towards Boston. This was conducted with 
expedition; for, the adjacent inhabitants had assembled in 
arms, and attacked them in every quarter. At Lexington^ 
the royalists were joined by nine-hundred men under lord 
Percy, sent out by general Gage to their support; which 
reinforcement, having two pieces of cannon, awed the pro- 
vincials, and kept them at a greater distance; but they con- 
tinued a constant though irregular fire, whicH did great cxe- 
cuticMi. A little after sunset, the regulars reached Buoker^s 
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Hillf worn down by excessive fatigue, and smarting with 
their woundsi having marched that day between thirty and 
forty milesVuid been employed in their retreat by an unin- 
terrupted battle. On the next day, they crossed Charles- 
town ferry, and returned to Boston. Their loss was sixty- 
five killed, besides two-hundred-and-eight wounded and made 
prisoners; that of the provincials, fifty killed, and thirty -eight 
wounded and missing. 

Intelligence that the British troops had marched out of 
Boston into the country, on some hostile purpose, being 
forwarded from one committee to another, great bodies of 
the militia, not only of Massachusetts, but of the adjacent 
colonies, grasped their arms and flew to offer battle. The 
Americans who had fallen were revered by their country. 
Resentment against the British burned more strongly than 
before. The forts, magazines, and arsenals, which, by the 
constitution of the country, were in the keeping of his ma- 
jesty, were, for the most part, seized by the provincial mili- 
tia. Ticonderoga and Crown Point, id which, were small 
Toyal garrisons, were surprised and taken by adventui-ers 
from different states, under the direction of colonels Allen 
and Arnold; and provincial money, also, which had been 
collected in consequence of previous grants, was appropri- 
ated to the common cause. 

Hitherto, the Americans had no regular army. The 
congress of Massachusetts, then assembled at Watertown, 
ten miles from Boston, immediately after the battle of l.ex- 
ington, voted, that thirty-thousand should be raised, in the 
New England colonies. In consequence, the business of 
recruiting was begun: and, in a short time, an army, under 
the command of general Ward, was paraded in the vicinity 
of Boston; which, though far below what had been required, 
was much superior in numbers to tiie royal troops. 

These military arrangements, were not confined to the 
New England states. They were general throughout the 
colonies. Arms and ammunition, forts and fortifications, 
were secured by the Americans, and money v^as coined for 
their support. But the amount of the latter was extremely 
small; their forces were almost wholly destitute of expe- 
rienced leaders; the arms and ammunition, lamentably de-. 
ficient. When, however, they viewed the comparative 
smallness of their funds, they relied on mutual confidence 
for extension: when they reflected on their want of discip- 
line^ they looked for success from their courage. Paper 
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money was Issued for the common benefit; the pulpiti the 
presti} the bench, and the bar, laboured to unite the people^ 
and animate them to resistance. 

About the latter end of May, a great part of the reinforce- 
ments ordered from Great Britain arrived at Boston. Three 
British generals^ Howe, Burgoyne, and ClintoU} whose be- 
haviour in the preceding war had gained them high repu- 
tation, came over about the same time. Thus strengthened, 
general Gage prepared for acting with more decision; but, 
before he proceeded to extremities, he issued a proclama* 
tioD, hblding forth to the inhabitants the alternatives of peace 
or war ; by offering pardon, in the king's name, to all who 
should lay down their arms, and return to their respective 
occupations. From this indulgence, however, were except- 
ed, Samuel Adams and John Hancock. Their offences 
were said to be of too flagitious a nature to admit of any 
other consideration than the severest punishment. 

As martial law was at the same time proclaimed, it was sup. 
posed that those measures were a prelude to open war. Ac- 
jDordingly, the Americans made preparations for the event. 
A considerable height, named Bunker's HilL at the entrance 
of the peninsula of Charlestown, was so situated as to ren- 
der its possession a matter of great importance, to either of 
the contending parties. Orders were therefore issucdi by 
the provincial commanders, that colonel Prescott, with a de- 
tachment of a thousand men should intrench upon its sum- 
mit. But, in fulfilling the orders, an error was committed. 
Instead of Bunker's, they intrenched on Breed's Hill : high^ 
and large like the other, but situated nearer to Boston. 
With so much diligence did they work, that, between mid- 
night and the dawn of morning, on the seventeenth of June» 
they had thrown up a redoubt, forming a square of eight rods^ 
and so profound a silence was observed, that they were not 
heard by the British on board their vessels, though at a very 
trifling distance. The first information was given them 
when the rising sun beamed against the works, which filled 
.them with amazement. An incessant firing was immedi- 
ately directed against the heights. The provincials bore it 
with veteran firmness, and continued to labour until they had 
thrown up a small breastwork, extending from the east side 
of the redoubt to the bottom of the hill. As this eminence 
overlooked Boston, general Gage thought it necessary to 
have possession i-^ about noon, therefore, he detached for 
this purpose generals Howe and Pigot, with the flower of 
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his anny tnd t body of mariues ; making in the whoi& 
nearly three thousand men. 

In the mean time/the Americans, for their further secu- 
rity, in the interval between the extremity of their trench 
•nd Mystic river, pulled up some post and rail fences, set 
them down in two parallel rows, at a small distance from 
each other^ and filled the intervening space with hay. 
General Putnam, an old officer of Connecticut, directed in 
chief, aided by Ponieroy and Nolten of the same province, 
Starke uf New Hampshire, and Warren, a physician, of 
Massachusetts. 

The king's, troops formed in two lijies, and advanced 
slowly, to give their artillery time to destroy the American 
vrorks. This allowed the provincials a better opportunity 
for taking aim • They in general reserved their fire, until 
the assailants were within sixty yards, and then commenced 
ft furious discharge of small arms. The stream of the 
American fire was so incessant, and did so great execution, 
thai the royal troops retreated in disorder and precipitation. 
Their officers rallied them, and impelled ihcm forward with 
their swords ; but they renewed the attack with mu.h re- 
luctance. The Americans again reserved their fire, and 
. put them a second time to flighty General Howe and his 
officers redoubled their exertions, and pushed on tlieir m«n 
who were as reluctant as before. By this time, the pow> 
der of the Americans began to fail, and their fire propor- 
tionably to slacken. The British brought some cannon to 
bear ; which raked the inside of the breastworks from end 
to «nd : the fire from the ships and batteries was increased ; 
and the redoubt was attacked on three sides at once. Un- 
der these circumstances, a retreat from it was ordered ^ 
but the provincials delayed, and made so long resistance, 
with the buts of their discharged muskets, the greater part 
being without bayonets, that the king's troops had half filled 
the redoubt before it was abandoned. 

It was apprehended that the enemy would improve their 
advantage, by marching immediately to the American head 
quarters at Cambridge ; but they advanced no further than 
Bunker's Hill. There, they threw up works for' their own 
security. The provincials did the same, on Prospect Hill) 
directly in their front. Both were guarding against an at- 
tack ; and both were in a bad condition to receive one. 
Few battles in modem wars produced a greater destruction 
.of men than this abort engagement The loss of the Brit- 
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ish was one thousand and fifty- feur ; amongst whom, were 
nioeteen officers killed, and seventy ^wounded. None of 
the provincials had rifles i but they were good roarksmeOi 
find aimed chiefly at the officers ; .which accounts for so un- 
usual a destruction of the latter. The Americans lost, m 
killed, wounded, and tnissing, four hundred fifty. Thdr 
number, at the commencement of the battle, was fifteen 
hundred ; only half the amount of the assailants. They 
particularly lamented the death of general Warren ; a roan, 
who, to the purest patriotism and most undaunted bravery^ 
added the virtues of domestic life, the eloquence of an ac- 
complished orator, and the wisdom of an able statesman* 
He was killed in the retreat. Finding his corps hotly pur- 
sued by the enemy, despising all danger^ he stood alone 
before the ranks, endeavouring to rally his troops and en* 
courage them by his example^ He pointed to their ensigns, 
and reminded them of their cheering mottos. An English 
officer perceived him, and knew him ; and, having borrowed 
a musket, and hit him with a ball either in the head or in 
the breast, he fill dead upon the spot. 

Whilst the engines of war were employed on each side in 
the business of death, the property of the Americans was 
yielding, within view, to the consuming flames. As the 
British were advancing to the attack, they received orders, 
through a military policy, to Jsurn Charlestown ; and, in a 
short time, this ancient plape, consisting of five hundred 
buildings, chiefly of wood, Vas in one great blaze. The 
lofty steeple of4he-ineetilig- house formed a pyramid of fire, 
and struck the astonished eyes of numerous beholders with 
an awful spectacle. 

Congress, agreeably with an arrangement made before 
its dissolution in the preceding year, had assembled at Phil- 
adelphia, on the 10th of May. They again chose Mr. Pey- 
ton Randolph president ; and, on his being under the ne- 
cessity of returning home, Mr. Hancock. When they re- 
ceived a report of the affair at Lexington, they issued direc- 
tions for retaliating commercial distress on Britain; and, 
with their accustomed tone of moderation, dignity, and firm- 
ness, proceeded in the general business of the colonies* 
Once more, they addressed the king, as well as the inhabi- 
tants of Great Britain and Ireland; and, at the same time, 
published to the world the reasons of their appeal to arms. 
** We are reduced," said they, " to the ahernative of choos- 
ing an unconditional submission to the tyranny of irritated 
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ministers} or resistance by force. The latter is • our choice. 
We have counted the cost of this contest, and find nothing 
so dreadful as voluntary slavery." 

The next object was a suitable person to conduct their 
armies. In deciding this important question, there wa« 
only one opinion throughout the states. George Washing- 
ton was appointed, by congress, commander in chief of all 
the forces at that time raised, or afterwards to be embodied. 

For three years subsequent to the defeat of Braddock> 
Washington superintended the troops of Virginia ; in 
which service, he continued, until peace was given to the 
frontiers of his native colony, by the reduction of Fort Du- 
qucsne ; an enterprise undertaken in conformity with his 
repeated solicitations, and accompanied by himself, at the 
head ef his owp-regiment. The arduous duties of his situa- 
tion, rendered irksome by the invidious treatment experi- 
enced from the governor, and by the unmanageable dispo- 
sition of the officers and privates under his command, were 
related by himself, in a highly interesting narrative, and fully 
acknowledged by the assembly of Virginia. Soon after- 
wards, he retired to his estate at Mount Vernon, and pur- 
sued the arts of peaceful life, with great industry and 
success. When the proceedings of the British parliament 
had alarmed the colonists with apprehensions that a blow 
was leveled at their liberties, he again came forward to 
serve the public ; was appointed a delegate to congress ; 
and, in that body, was chairman of every committee selected 
to make arrangements for defence. He was now in his for- 
ty-fourth year, possessed a large share of common sense, 
and was directed by a sound judgment. Engaged in the 
busy scenes of life, he knew human nature, and the most 
proper method of accomplishing his plans His passions 
were subdued, and held in subjection to reason. His mind 
was superior to prejudice and party spirit ; his soul, too 
generous, l«j burthen his country with expense ; his princi- 
ples, too just, to allow his placing military glory ip compe- 
tition with the public good. 

On the president of congress annouiicing his commission, 
he replied : ** Though I am truly sensible of the high honour 
done me in this appointment, yet, I feel great distress, from 
a consciousness, that my abilities and military experience 
may not be equal to the extensive and important trust. How- 
ever, as the congress desire it, I will enter on the moment- 
ous duty, and exert every power I possess, in their service, 
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for the support of the glorious cause. I beg they will accept 
my most cordial thanks for this distinguished testimony of 
their approbation. But, lest some unlucky event should hap- 
pen, un^vourable to my reputation, I beg it may tTe remem- 
bered} by every gentleman in the room, that I this day de- 
clare, with the utmost sincerity, I do not think myself equal 
to the command I am honoured with. As to pay, sir, I beg 
leave to assure the congress, that, as no pecuniary considera- 
tion could have tempted me to accept this ardous employment, 
at the expense of my domestic ease and happiness, I do not 
wish to make any profit from it. I will keep an exact ac- 
* count of my disbursements : those, I doubt not, they will 
discharge, and that is all I desire." 

In subordinaffon to the commander-in-chief, four major- 
generals, one adjutant-general, and eight brigadier-generals, 
were selected. The first were, Mossrs Ward, Charles Lee, 
Schuyler, and Putnam : the commission of adjutant-general 
"was given to Horatio Gates ; and the duties of the last were 
cotifided to Messrs. PomeroyJ]Moittgomer^J)and Woostcr ; 
Heath, Spencer, Thomas, Suliil'UTl, a!Wl Gi^nc. 

Even the women were desirous of signalizing their zeal 
in defence of their countryXln Bucks* county, Pennsylvania, t 
ihey raised and equipped a regiment at their own expense, / 
and arnica those who were unable to bear the charge. The) 
lady who presented the colours, embroitiered with appropri- i 
ate mottos by their own hanJ^, made anMpquent harangue, ] 
exhorting the soldiers never tu desert toc banners of die 
American fair. • 

, , ^ When general Washington joined the army at 
^ * Cambridgche found theBritisl) intrenched onBiink- 
er's Hill ; having three floating batteries on Mystic river, 
and a twenty gun ship below the ferry, between Boston and 
Charlestown. They had also a battery on Cops^^'s Hill, and 
strong fortificatioi^s on the neck. Thc^ Americans were in- 
trenched at Winter Hill, Prospect Hill, and Roxbury ; with 
posts of comnmnication extending over \ distance ol' ten 
miles, and small parties stationed in stv. rid towns alonp^ the 
sea-coast. Every thing essential to an ariy. except coui.iu'e, 
was wanting in the patriot army.^- iiicy had neither eij);in- 
cers to plan suitable works, r ^- snihcient tools to erect 
them. InsicJid of tents, tht .;.i.'^rs were only pLii-ially 
covered with sails ; now usi:^csr> 'o the mariner, f oni iw ob- 
structions of com nirce. Tnty had no comuiissaiMS : in- 
^ dividuals brought to camp their own provissions, on their 
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own horses :— nor, uniformity of dress ; the hunting shirt vas 
introduced^ to abolish provincial disthictions. On the 4th 
of August, the whole stock of powder in the American camp, 
and in all the public magazines of New England, would have 
made little more than nine rounds a man. A supply of 
several thousand pounds weight was soon afterwards ebudn- 
ed from Africa. Domestic rum was sent there, in charg^ 
of confidential agents; who proceeded with so much address, 
that every ounce for sale in the Bl^Ttish forts on the African 
coasts, was purchased and brought off for the use of their 
opponents in America. Some fearless patriots of South 
Carolina in the following year boarded an English vessel at 
St. Augustine ; from which, they obtained fifteen thousand 
pounds : and a large quantity was manufacdired at Philadel- 
phia; where a single mill pr9duced five hundred pounds 
each week. 

The continental army placed under the command of 
Washington, amounted to fourteen-thousand-five-hundred 
men. These had been so judiciously stationed around Bos- 
ton, as to confine the British to the town, and exclude them 
from the provisions afforded in the adjacent country and the 
islands in the bay. They were now arranged in three grand 
divisions. General Ward commanded the right wing, at 
Koxbury ; general Lee, the left, at Prospect Hill ; and the 
centre, the head quarters of which were at Cambridge, was 
under the immeflhe command of Washington himself. The 
military skill of ff^utan^- general Gates, in his particular de- 
partment, wai eminently conspicuous. He introduced 
punctuality and method, taught the officers and privates to 
know their respective places, and to have the mechanism as 
well as movements of an army. 

Having thus accomplished a respectable beginning upon 
land, the continental energies were directed also to another 
element, the sea. In November, the Massachusetts assem- 
bly and the general congress resolved to fit out armed ves- 
<sels, to cruise on the American coast; for the purpose of 
intercepting warlike stores and supplies destined for the 
British army. The object was at first limited to these ; but, 
as the prospect of accommodation receded, it was extended 
to all British property afloat. The Americans were diffident 
of their ability to effect any thing on water, against the naval 
power of England, the greatest in the world. Bui cjren their 
earliest attempts were successful, and inspired them with 
onfidcnce to venture on a larger scale. The Lee privateer, 
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under the direcuon of captain Manlyy took an ordnance ves- 
stl from VVoolwicht containing a large bltass moitar, several 
pieces of brass cannon,a large quantity of small arms and am- 
munition, warlike tooIs« utensils, and machines*; a cargo so 
appropriate, that, had congress sent an order fur supplies, 
they could not have made out a list of articles more suitable 
to their present^ wants. Scarcely had th6 first joyful im- 
pressions caused by this relief subsided, when Manly gave 
additional proofs of successful vigilance. Within a few days, 
he captured three other vessels, laden witli various stores 
from England, and one ship from Antigua, with rum.. In* 

^vigoi^ated by this promise of important aid from a new field 
of enterprise, congress determined to create a national ma- 
rine ; and gave orders for building five vessels of thii ty-two, * 
five of twenty-eight, and three of twenty four guns, each. 

About this time, Massachusetts suElercd a nielanchol]^ 
devastation, to gratify the individual vengeance of a British 
officer. Falmouth, containing upwards of four-hundred 
dwelling-houses and stores, was totally destroyed, by shells 
and red-hot shot; thrown into it without intermission, during 
a whole day, from a ship of eighteen guns, commanded by 
captain Moet. 

The seizure of Ticonderoga and other places on the lake;$ 
adjoining Canada, in which enterprise, colonel Arnold bore 
a distinguished part, has been already mentioned. Encour- 
aged by the success of his first essay in the field, this ambi- 

'tious officer lost no time in projecting more extensive oper- 
ations. He wrote a letter to congress, strongly urging an 
expedition into Canada, and offering, with two-thousaNd men, 
to reduce the whole province. In his ardent zeal to oppose 
Great Britain, or satiate his desire of glory, he had advised 
the adoption of offensive war, even before congress had or- 
ganized an army or appointed a single officer. His impor- 
tunity, however, together with a belief that the Canadians 
were, in general,discontented with their government, induced 
that bo<ly to adopt his daring project. But, though they 
acquiesced in his opinion, they did not invest him with the 
command. The arrangements in the northern department 
were committed to generals Schuyler and Montgomery : the 

•formrt* was stationed at Albany, to conclude a treaty with 
the Indians ; the latter was sent forward to Ticonderoga, 
with a body of troops from New York and Ne\Y England. 

Thcacarest Bj^tish post. in Canada was St.*John's; situ- 
ated about a hundred miles to the north of Ticonderoga ; 
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which, since the fall of the latter and Crownpoint, was justly 
considered as thc4[ey of that province. Against this, Mont- 
gomery creeled a battery ; but, on account of the scarcity of 
ammunition, was not likely to succeed in its reduction, until, 
by the capture of fort Chamblee, a post a few miles below 
St. John's, on the same river, he obtained a large supply of 
powder. In the meantime, a British force, in number about 
eight- hundred, chiefly Indians and militia, when attempting 
to relieve St. John's, by crossing the river St. Lawrence op- 
posite to LouqueiU were compelled to retire with considera- 
ble loss, by three-hundred Green Mountain men, under the 
command of colonel Warner. This affair decided the fate 
of the besieged. About five-hundred regulars and one-hun- 
di*ed Canadians surrendered toMontgomery; with forty-eight 
Dieces of artiltcfy, and eight-hundred stand of arms. The 

Ihdvantage gained by the invaders was, however, in a small 
degree lessened by the capture of the brave colonel Allen 
and a party of eighty men, when on a tour of observation^ 
near Montreal. But the enemy were allowed only a short 
period to enjoy the satisfaction of this trif}ing acquirement. 
Pursuing his good fortune^ general Montgomery immediately 
appeared before Montreal, and, on the 1 3th of November, 
obtained a surrender of the place, together with general 
Prescott and the garrison: besides eleven sail of vessels, 
laden withammunit!on,provi8ions,intrenching tools,and every 
thing required for the clothing and comfort of his army. 
General Carleton, the commander in chief and governor of 
Canada, very narrowly escaped being taken. Being block- 
|ided in that part of the St. Lawrence which lies between the 
city and the mouthj)f the river Sorel, he threw himself into a 
boat, and, aided by muffled oars and the obscurity of the 
night, had the good fortune to pass the American guards. 

After leaving some troops in Montreal, Montgomery 
with little more than three hundred men, proceeded for the 
capital, Quebec. But his situation was now very embar- 
rassing. <' Much to be pitied,'* observes a CQtcmporary 
writer, ** is the ofRcer, who, having been bred to arms in 
the strict discipline of regular armies, is afterwards called 
to command men who carry with them the spirit of free- 
dom into the field. The greater part of the Americans, 
officers as well as privates, having never before seen any 
service, were ignorant of their duty, and feebly impressed 
with the military ideas of union, subor^^nationi and disci- 

^piine. They were soon tired of a military life. NoveltV) 
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and the first impulse of passion, had led them to the camp ; 
but the approaching cold sea&on) together with the fatigues 
and dangers incident to war, induced a general wish to re^ 
linquish the service. Though^ by the terms of inlistment, 
they were to be discharged in a few weeks, they could not, 
even for that short space of time, bear an absence from their 
homes." 

About the same time that Canada was invaded by the 
usual route from New York, a considerable detachment of 
the American army was brought there by a new and unex- 
pected passage. Arnold, who conducted this bold undertak- 
ing, acquired, thereby, the name of the American Hanni- 
bal. He was detached, by General Washington, with a 
thousand men, from Cambridge ; with orders to peneti'ate 
into that province by ascending the river Kennebeck, and 
then, after crossing the mountains which divide Canada 
from Maine, by descending the Chaudiere, to the St. Law- 
rence. Great were the difficulties, and severe the depriva- 
tions, they had to encounter, in marching, three hundred 
miles, by an unexplored way, through an unuihabited coun- 
try. In ascending the Kennebeck, the)^ were constantly 
obliged to struggle against an impetuous current ; were 
often compelled, by cataracts, to land, and haul their bat- 
teaux up rapid streams, and pver falls of rivers. They had 
to contend with swamps, woods, and craggy mountains. At 
some places, they had to cut their way, for miles together, 
through forests, so embarrassed, that their progress was 
only four or five miles a day. One third of their number 
were, from sickness and want of food, obliged to return. 
Provisions grew at length so scarce, that some of the men 
eat their dogs, cartonch-boxes, leather small-clothes, and 
shoes. Still, they proceeded with unabated fortitude. 
They gloried in the hope of completing a march which 
would rival the greatest exploits of antiquity ; and, after 
thirty-one days spent in traversing a hideous desart, they 
reached the inhabited piirts of Canada ; where, the people, 
struck with amazement and admiration when they saw this 
armed force emerging from the wilderness, received them 
with kind attention, and supplied them with every thing 
requisite for their comfort. 

A manifesto, subscribed by general Washington, which 
had been sent with this detachment, was circulated amongst 
the Canadians. They were inforiiied, that the American 
army came, not as enemies, but friends ; not to ^lQndec^ 
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but to protect them : and were invited to arrange them- 
selves under the common standard of security and freedom. 

So favourable were the prospects of the united colonies at 
this period, that general Montgomery began to form a reg- 
iment of Canadians. James Livingston, a native of New 
York, who had long resided in Canada, was appointed to 
command them. The inhabitants, on both sides of the river, 
were very friendly. Expresses, in the employment of the 
Americans, continued to pass without molestation between 
Montreal and Quebec; before which place, Arnold had 
now arrived. Many individuals perfobmed important ser- 
vices in favor of the invaders. Amongst those, Mr. Price 
stands conspicuous ; having advanced them, in gold and 
silver money i iive thousand pounds. 

On the 13th of November, the fifth night after his ap- 
pearance before Quebec, Arnold crossed the St. Law^usnce ; 
in hopes of entering the fortress by assault. But his chance 
of succeeding, by this mode, was, in that short space of time, 
greatly diminished. The critical moment, by unavoidable 
delay, was then lost ; the panic, occasioned by his first ap- 
pearance, had abqpsd ; and solid preparations were adopted 
for its defence ; i^herelbre, having no artillery, after sur- 
mounting the craggy precipice which had been ascended 
by general Wolfe, and drawing up his little band near the 
plains of Abraham, he withdrew ; and, until the arrival of 
Montgomery, /aimed at nothing more than to cut off sup- 
plies from th§ garrison. 

This offic</r at length joined the blockading army, sum- 
moned the garrison to surrender, without effect, soon after- 
wards commenced a bombardment, and opened a six gun 
battery ; but his metal was too light. Defended by the 
uiHted fortifications of art and nature, Quebec, the last Can- 
adian post remaining to the British, stQod uninjured. Ani- 
mated by the presence, and directed by the counsel of the 
goj^ernor, sir Guy Carleton, the garrison could not be wear- 
ied to submission. The fate of the besiegers was becom- 
ing dangerous. Towards the end of the year, the tide of 
fortune began to turn. Dissensions threatened the annini- 
hilalion of discipline ; resources were every day declining ; 
fati^jue weakened the bodies, and depressed the spirits of 
the men. Difficulties of every kind were rapidly increas- 
ing. The alternatives must be decided, of immediate re- 
treat, or an attempt to enter the place by storm Montgom- 
ery^ determined on the latter i though it was an undertaking 

■0 
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m which, success was barely possible, and despair seemed 
triumphant over hope. 

The garrison numbered fifteen hundred, the assailants 
only eight hundred men. Having divided this little force 
into four detachments, he ordered two feints to be made 
against the upper town ; oae, by colonel Livingston, at the 
head of the Canadians, against St. John's gate ; the other, 
by major Brown, against Cape Diamond : reserving to 
himself and colonel Arnold the two principal attacks against 
the lower town. On the last day of the year, at four o'clock 
in the morning, in the midst of a heavy storm of snow, the 
columns were put in fnotion* Montgomery passed the 
first barrier ; but, when attacking the second, was killed, 
and his division were led back. Arnold, being severely 
wounded, was carried off the field ; yet his party, placed 
under the conduct of captain (afterwards general) Morgan^ 
contended amidst the works for thrcfe hours, until overpow- 
ered by superior numbers. One hundred Americans were 
killed, and three hundred made prisoners. 

Few men have fallen in battle so much regretted, by 
both sides, as general Montgomery. He had engaged in the 
American cause from principle, and left the enjoyment of an 
easy fortune, in Ireland, and the highest domestic happiness, 
to take an active share in the dangers and fatigues of a war, 
instituted to defend a community of which he was an adopt- 
ed member. 

Although the besiegers were so much weaketied as to be 
scarcely equal toUieir own defence, Arnold, who succeeded 
Montgomery in the command, had the boldness to encamp 
within three miles of the town, and the address, eveti with 
his reduced numbers, to impede the convejrance of provis- 
ions into the garrison. His situation was extremely difii- 
cult. His men were exposed, in the open air, when the 
snow lay four feet deep, and the rigours of a Canada winter 
assailed them with a severity beyond any degree which they 
had before experienced, 
.^.g But the failure of this enterprise did not extinguish 
the ardor of their countrymen. They yet retained 
hopes of reducing in that quarter the English power. Gen- 
eral Washington arranged measures to embody for the ser- 
vice of the north three regiments in New Hampshire ; and 
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congress resolved to forward the reinforcements previously 
voted, as well as to raise four battaliions in New York. 
That the army might be supplied with blankets for this win- 
ter expeditionia committee was appointed to procure, from 
house-holders, all that could be spared from their families. 
To obtain a supply of hard money, proper persons were 
employed to exchange paper notes for coin ; and such was 
the enthusiasm of the times, that many thousand silver dol- 
lars were frequently given at par for the bills of congress. 
No means of insuring success were overlooked. The cause 
of the Americans had received so powerful aid from the 
publications in their own gazettes, and from the fervent ex- 
lK>rtaUons of popular preachers, which connected the cause 
<tf liberty with the animating sentiments of religion, that it 
was determined to employ those two powerful engines of re- 
volution, printing and preaching, to operate on the minds of 
the Canadians. Accordingly, a complete apparatus, to- 
gether with a printer and a clergyman, were sent into that 
province ; also. Dr. Franklin, with Mn Chase and Mr. 
CilTroll of Maryland ; the last of whom was a respectable 
gentleman of the Roman Catholic persuasion, (the prevail- 
ing doctrine of that country,) to invigorate the seeds of 
revolution ; by promising that Canada should be received 
into the colonial association on equal terms, that the inhab** 
itants should enjoy the free exercise of their religion, and 
the quiet possession of their ecclesiastical estates. 

Yet, notwithstanding all these exertions to support the 
war in Canada, their interest there, after the fall of Mont- 
gomery, gradually declined. Their unsuccessful assault on 
Quebec, made an impression, both on the Canadians and 
Indians, unfavourable to their views ; and the reduction of 
that place now seemed an object to which their resources 
were inadequate. The inhabitants listened with jealous 
diffidence to the declarations in favour of protecting their 
religion. They reverted, with philosophic caution, to the 
early breaches of civil faith amongst their neighbours, in 
New England, and the stubborn animosity which theologi- 
cal collision, had every where pix>duced. To render still 
weaker the chances of success, the small-pox found its way 
throughout the invading army, and, owing to the limited 
practice of early inoculation at that period, was a serious 
calamity. It reduced their effective number from three 
thousand, to nine hundred men. Whilst the forces of the 
one party Ttevt thus decreasing, and their spirit sinking by 
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disease, those of the other were recruiting} their energies 
and hopes reviving. Deteinnined to recover, without de- 
lay, the ground wiiich they had lost, the British government 
suffered not a moment to elapse, after mtelligence of these 
events arrived, before they despatched a numerous rein- 
forcement for its relief ; and, early in May, the van of this 
body made its way up the river St. Lawrence, through the 
ice. The besiegers immediately made preparations to re- 
treat. Carleton led out a detachment to attack them, and 
got possession of all their cannon and military stores : which, 
in their confusion, they had. abandoned. Thus, at the end 
of five months' operations, the siege was raised ; after & 
display of fortitude and perseverance, which reflects the 
highest honour on the officers and privates of both armies. 

From an enemy, the conduct of general Carleton merits 
distinguished praise. To the abilities of the accomplished 
soldier, by which he fulfilled an arduous duty to his country^ 
he superadded the amiable qualities of a generous foe. The 
numerous sick in the American hospitals, unavoidably de- 
serted by their companions, he cherished with most tender ^ 
care : he fed and clothed them, and, when recovered, per- 
mitted them to return ; and, by a humane proclamation, re- 
moved the fears of those who might possibly be scattered in 
woods ; recommending them to go home, and apply them- 
selves again to the peaceful labour of their farms. 

When the retreating army had reached the Sorel, and 
thrown up some slight works for their defence, they were 
joined by a few battalions who were marching to reinforce 
them. General Thomas, the American coinmander in 
chief in Canada, having died, his commission devolved on 
Arnold, now advanced to the same rank : and afterwards on 
general Sullivan. But, notwithstanding their increase of 
numbers, it soon became evident that they must abandon 
the entire province ; yet, from a desire of doing something 
which would counterbalance, in the minds of the Canadians) 
the injurious effects of their retreat, an attack, planned by 
general Thompson, was made on the British post at the 
Three Rivers. The assailants, however, were repulsed ; 
Thompson, with two hundred men, were made prisoners, 
and about twenty-five were killed. Soon afterwards, Carle- 
ton, at the head of the main body of the enemy, arrived, and 
commenced a serious pursuit. The retreat, neveffthelesSf. 
was conducted by general Sullivan with so much Industry 
and judgment, that the baggage, cannon, and military 
stores, were brought off, and the numeroi^s sick escorted to 
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Crown Point; where he arrived on the 1st of July, and 
made his first stand. 

At this period of the contest in the north, it becomes ne- 
cessary to view the transactions, which, in the meantime, had 
occurred at home. The first province that demands atten- 
tion, is Virginia. The inhabitants in that quarter, thoug^h 
there was not a British soldier within its limits, were involved, 
by the indiscretion of its governor, lord Dunmore, in diffi- 
culties, little short of those which had assailed the people of 
Massachusetts. This officer^ aided by a party from a royal 
vessel in James river, having conveyed the powder from the 
colonial mag^seine at Williamsburg, by which conduct he 
brought upon himself the indignant fury of the people, 
threatened, in case of further opposition, to enfranchise the 
negroes, and arm them against their former masters. This 
imtated, but did not ii^timidate. A body of gentlemen, head- 
ed by Patrick Henry, compelled him to pay the value of the 
powder; and so alarmed him, that he was induced to send 
his lady and family on board a man-of-war, and surround 
his palace with artillery. Affsurs, thenceforward, grew daily 
more tempestuous. He retired from his dangerous habita- 
tion ; with the aid of the royalists, runaway negroes, and some 
frigates, eatablished a marine force, ravaged plantations, and 
at length attempted to destroy Hampton by a cannonade ; but 
was driven off by the riflemen stationed on the shore. In a 
few days from this, he entered Norfolk ; but, after a skir- 
mish at the great bridge, in which a party of British grena- 
diers were defeated by the provincials, he abandoned the 
town, and again retired with his motley forces on board his 
sfthips. Norfolk, however, survived only a short time this 
triumph over the royal governor. Provisions being with- 
held from the king's vessels in the harbour, the town, with 
all the property which it contained, amounting in the whole 
to more than a miltion of dollars^ was, on the 1st of January, 
reduced to ashes. 

Nor was the adjoining colony of North Carolina exempt- 
ed from disturbance ; though of less serious amount. The 
governor's party, there, was soon defeated, and he himself 
compelled to follow the example of Dunmore, by retiring on 
board a ship. Similar retreats wero made by the governors 
oi the remaining provinces ; and, before the year expired, 
the royal authority had entirely ceased throughout the 

UBIOD. 

AU t)us Hmtf the British troops at Boston were suffering 
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the inconvenience of a blockade ; and the blockading forces 
were equally uneasy for want of employment. Accustomed 
to industry and motion on their farms, the latter could pot 
patiently bear the^ inactiyity and confinement of a camp. 
Fiery spirits declaimed in favour of an assault : they prefer^ 
red a thoughtless enterprise, which might bring immediate 
glory, to passive fortitude and distant victory. To be in 
readiness for the attempt, a council of war recommended the 
assembling of seven-thousand militia ; which, added to the 
regular army before Boston, would have made a force of 
about seventeen-theusand men. But the Americans still '- 
laboured under a scarcitf of arms and ammunition. Though • 
great exertions had been made to manufacture gunpowder^ 
and to collect arms throughout the interior, the supply wti 
slow and inadequate. The eyes of all were now fixed OQ 
general Washington ; who, it was, notwithstanding, expectedy 
would, by a bold exertion, free Boston from the English 
troops. The dangerous situation of public affairs had led 
him to conceal his real deficiency of means ; and, with that 
magnanimity which distinguishes the virtuous patriot, but 
is often absent eten from the brave, to suffer his character 
to be assailed, sooner than vindicate himself by exposing his 
army's weakness. There were not wanting persons, who, 
judging from the superior number of his men, asserted, that 
if the commander-in-chief were not desirous, like the Marl- 
borough of England, to prolong his importance at the head 
of an army, he might, by a vigorous attack, drive the enemy 
from Boston. Such insinuations were reported, and, bj 
several, believed. But they were uncontradicted by Wash- 
ington ; who chose to risk his frame, rather than expose the 
lives of his soldiers and the liberties of his country. 

The patient vigilance of the correct general at length 
gained a bloodless victory. Alarmed by the appearance of 
the besiegers on Dorchester heights, which, on the night of 
the 4th of March, had been fortified, under cover of a bom- 
bardment and cannonade, sir William Howe, leaving behind 
a large quantity of artillery and other munitions of war, 
evacuated Boston, and sailed with his troops to Halifax. His 
retreat was not impeded by the blockading army ; lest an at- 
tack, at that period, might have caused him to burn the towo« 
The embarkation of the British troops was scarcely finished, 
when general Washington with his army entered ; amidst 
marks of approbation and rejoicing more fitttoring than a ^ 
}loman triumph. / ' • . ^■i''' 
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For some months past, every exertion had been made to 
place South Carolina^ aiid especially its* capital, Charleston, 
in a respectable posture of defence. Works were accord- 
ingly erected upon Sullivan's island ; which is situated so 
near the channel, as to be a convenient post for annoying 
vessels when attempting to approach the town. These 
proved a judicious precaution. The place had soon to with- 
stand a formidable attack. On the 28th of June, a British 
admiral, sir Peter Parker, entered the harbour, with six 
frigates and four smaller ships of war ; mounting in the 
whole, two-hundred-and-seventy guns, and having on board 
three- thousand land-troops, under the command of sir Henry 
Clinton. To oppose these, the fort had twenty-six guns, 
GMusting of nine, eighteen, and twenty-six pounders, man- 
ned by about four-hundred militia and soldiers of the line, 
commanded by colonel Moultrie. This small garrison made 
a most gallant and effectual defence. l!'hey fired with de- 
liberation ; for the most part took aim ; and seldom missed 
their object. The ships were torn almost te pieces ; the 
killed and wounded on board exceeded two-hundred men. 
The loss of the garrison was only ten men killed and twenty- 
two wounded. The fort being built of palmetto, was little 
damaged : the shot which struck it was buried in its soft 
wood. Colonel Thompson, with seven-hundred men, was 
stationed at the east end of the island, to oppose the crossing 
of a British division,which had landed on Long island, in their 
rear ; but, to effect that, no serious attempt was made. The 
firing ceased in the evening ; the vessels slipped their cables ; 
before morning, they had* retired about two miles ; and, in a 
few days, the troops re-embarked, and the whole sailed for 
New York. 

During this engagement, the inhabitants stood prepared 
to receive the enemy, wherever they might land. Impres- 
sed with high ideas of British power and bravery, they were 
apprehensive that the fort would be eitlier silenced or passed ; 
and therefore resolved to meet the invaders at the water's 
edge, dispute every inch of ground, and trust the event to 
Heaven. 

Two grand objects of the British armaments were decid- 
ed ; one, to relieve Canada, which had been successful ; the 
other, to make a strong impression in the south, which end- 
ed in defeat. A third remained to be determined, — ^the pos- 
eession of New York. The command of the force designed 
^ operate agunst the latter, was given to admiral lord 
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Howe, and his brother, general sir William Howe ; officers, 
whOf as well from their individual characters, as the known 
bravery of their family, stood high in ministerial confidence, 
and were commissioned either to subdue by the power of 
arms, or end the war by negotiation. The army amounted 
to thirty- thou sand men ; a force which exceeded any before 
seen in America, and was, besides, supported by a numerous 
fleet. 

On their approach, the enemy found every part of New 
York Island, and the most exposed parts of Long Islandi 
fortified, and well defended by artillery. About fifty British 
transports anchored near Staten Island ; which had not been^' 
so much an object of protection. The inhabitants of this 
place, either through fear or policy, or affection, expressed 
great joy on their arrival ; and several assembling round 
their standard, joined by about sixty persons from New Jer- 
sey, were embodied as a royal militia. 

But, whatever might, be the hopes of Britain to obtain a 
more absolute dominion over her colonies, by arms, the 
time had now gone past when even the ancient connexion 
could be retained, by negociation. Offers of pardon were 
not less insulting than inappropriate. A new era had arisen 
in the west. The link, which had, for ages, bound England 
to her rising progeny, was, by the corroding influence of 
evil ministers, severed from its ancient hold. The chain 
which had stretched its political radii, to their common cen- 
tre in Great Britain, now assumed a fresh arrangement, by 
attaching together the children in resistance to the parent. 
On the 4th of July, a few days after the arrival of this great 
armament, the congress at Philadelphia agreed on a declar- 
ation of Independence ; thereby, absolving the colonies 
from every allegiance to the crown of England. The mo- 
tion for this purpose, first made on the 7th of June, by Rich- 
ard Henry Lee, of Virginia, and seconded by John Adams, 
of Massachusetts, in conformity with the particular instruct 
tions of the former's constituents and the general voice of all 
the states, was decided by an almost unanimous vote. 




104» HISTORY OF 



" WHEN, in the course of human events," says this cele- 
brated document) — " it becomes necessary for one people to 
disssolve the political bands which have connected them with 
another, and to assume, among the powers of the earth, 
the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature 
and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect for the 
^ opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the 
causes which impel them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident :— that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by Iheir Creator 
with certain uhalienable rights ; that, among these, are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That, to secure the^e 
rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed ; that, when- 
ever any form of government becomes destructive of these 
ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it,and to 
institute a new government, laying its foundation on such 
principles, and organizing its powers iiT such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happi- 
ness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate, that governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown, that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are suffer- 
able, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
"whichthey are accustomed. But, when a long train of abuses 
and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces 
a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their 
right, it is their duty, to, throw off such government, and to 
provide new guards for their future security. Such has 
been the patient sufferance of these colonies ; and such is 
. now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former 
systems of government. The history of the present king of 
Great Britain, is a history of repeated injuries, and usurpa- 
tions; all having in direct object the establishment of an ab- 
solute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be 
submitted to a candid world. 

He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and 
necessary lor the public good. 
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He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate 
and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation, 
till his assent should he obtained ; and, when so suspended, 
he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has refused 
to pass other laws for the accommodation of lurge districts 
of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of 
representation in the legislature—aright inestimable to theni, 
and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, 
uncomfortable, and distant from the repositoiy of their pub- 
lic records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into com- 
pliance with his measures. 

He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for 
opposing, with manly firmness^ his invasions on the rights of 
the people. 

He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to 
cause others to be elected ; whereby, the legislative powers, 
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large, 
for their exercise; the state remaining, in the mean time, ex* 
posed to ^11 the dangers of invasion from without, and con- 
vulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of th^fi^ 
states ; for that purpose, obstructing the laws for naturaiiaa-* 
tion of foreigners ; refusing to pass others te encourage their 
migration hither, and raising the conditions of new appro- 
priations of lands. 

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by re- 
fusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. 

He has made judges dependent on his vrill alone, for the 
tenure of their ofBces, and the amount and payment of their 
salaries. 

He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither 
swarms of officers, to harass our people, and eat out their 
substance. 

He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, 
without the consent of our legislatures. 

He has affected to render the military independent of, and 
superior to, the civil power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction 
foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws ; 
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legialation, for 
quartering large bodies of armed troops among ub : for proi» 
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tecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any mur- 
ders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these 
states : for cutting off our trade with all parts of the world : 
for imposing taxes on us without our consent : for depriving 
usy in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury : for trans- 
porting us beyond seas to be iried for pretended offences : 
for abolishing the free system of English laws in a neigh- 
bouring province, establishing therein an arbitrary govern- 
ment, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once 
an example and fit instrument for introducing the same ab- 
solute rule into these colonies : for taking away our charters, 
abolishing our most valuable laWs, and altering, fundament- 
ally, the forms of our governments : for suspending our own 
legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power 
' to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out 
of his protection, and waging* war against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our 
towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign 
mercenaries to complete the worksofdeatlf, desolation, and 
tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and 
perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and 
totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on 
the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become 
the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall 
themselves by their hands. 

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 
endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers ihc 
merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is 
an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and condi- 
tions. 

In every stage of these oppressions, we have petitioned for 
redress, in the most humble terms : our repeated petitions 
have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, 
whose character is thus marked by every act which may de- 
fine a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British 
brethren. We have warned them, from time to time, of at- 
tempts made by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circum* 
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stances of our emigration and settlement here. We have 
appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we 
have conjured them, by the ties of our common kindred} to 
disavow these usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt 
oufr connexions and correspondence. They, too, have been 
deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. Wc must 
therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our 
separation; and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind—- 
enemies in war, in peace friends. 

We, therefore, the representatives of the United States 
ef America, in general congress assembled, appealing to the 
Supreme Judge of the world, for the rectitude of our inten- 
tions, do, in the name and by the authority of the good peo- 
ple of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these 
united colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and inde- 
pendent states ; that they are absolved from all allegiance to 
the British crown, and that all political connexion between 
them and the state of Great Britain, is, and ought to be, to- 
tally dissolved ; and that, as free and independent states, they 
have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alli- 
ances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things 
which independent states may of right do. And, for the 
support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the pro- 
tection of Divine Providence, we mutually -pledge to each 
other, our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honour.* 



* This DeclaratioD was composed by Thomas Jefierson ; one of a 
committee appointed for the ptupose. It was signed in the State-house^ 
at Philadelphia, in a chamber of the right wing, on the ground floor ; the 
iirst which you enter from the centre ball of that building. 
( A painting, commemoratire of the great erent, in which are drawn the 
persons of its illustruous authors, (whose names are here recorded, ) in their 
position at the time of its being presented by the committee for the approval of 
congress, has been drawn by an American artist, colonel Trumbull ; and 
placed, in 1819, in the capitol at Washington. 

John Hancock, President ; Charles Thomson, Secretary. 

JV>to HMmpMre ; Jofeiah Bartlett, William Whipple, and Matthew Thorn- 
ton. JliatsachweUs ; Samuel Adams, John Adams, Robert Treat Paine, 
and Elbridge Gerry. Rhode Jslandy Sfc, Stephen Hopkins and William El- 
lery. Conmcticut ; Roger Sherman, Samuel Huntingdon, William Wil- 
liams, and Oliver Wolcott. Afw York ; William Floyd, Philip Livingston, 
Francis Lewis, and Lewis Morris* JVeto Jersey ; Richard StOGktoD» John 
Witherspoon, Francis Hopkinson, John Hart, and Abraham Clariu P«iii^ 
sylv§nia ; Robert Moms, Benjamin Rush, Benjamin Fi-anJUin, JdHftiU^ 
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ton, Creorge Oymer, Jam^s Smith, George Taylor, James Wilson, and 
George Ross. beUaoare ; Cesar Rodney, and Geoi^ge Rccd. Maryland \ 
Samael Chaie, William Paca, Thomas Stone, and Charles Carroll, of Car- 
ronton. Virginia ; George Wythe, Richard Henry Lee, and Thomas Jef- 
ferson ; Benjamin Harrison, Thomas Nelson, junior, Francis Li^htfoot Lee, 
and Carter Braxton. Mfrth Carolina ; William Hooper, Joseph Hewes, 
and John Penn. South Carolina ; Edward Rutledge, Thomas Hayward, 
junior, Thomas Lynch, junior, anid Arthur JMiddleton. Georgia ; Button 
Gwinnett, Lyman Hall, and George Walton. 

Of these, the only sorfivors, at the time of puhlishiflg this second edition, 
in 1821, are Charles Thomsto, John Adams, Charles Carroll, and Thom- 
as Jeffenon. 
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CHAPTER V. , 

Ccntinuation of the war. Success of the jitnericans. Peace 
/^ of Paris, 

IT had early occurred to general .Washington, that the 
possession of New York would be with the. British a favourite 
object. Its central situation, and contiguity to the oceaiii 
might enable them to carry the war to any part oi the sea- 
coast. Its acquisition was rendered still more valuablei by 
the ease with which it could be maintained. Surrounded on 
all sides by water, it was defensible by a small number of Brit- « 
ish ships, against adversaries whose whole navy consisted on- 
ly of a few frigates. Hudson's river, being navigable for 
vessels of the largest size, to a great distance, afforded an 
opportunity of severing the eastern from the other states^ 
and of almost preventing between them any commnnicatidn. 

In proportion to the desire which general Washington judg- 
ed that the British felt for the possession of New York, did 
this sagacious officer direct his attention to its defence. He 
had, in April, fixed his head quarters in that city, and given 
it all the strength which wisdom could invent or industry ac- 
complish. He made a new distribution of the army : leav^ 
ing a part in Massachusetts, ordering a small division to Can- 
ada, but drawing the greatest portion into New York. Thiisy 
although he now laboured to secure this important place, he 
was not forgetful of the other districts of his country. His 
comprehensive mind embraced, in one view, the condition of 
the whole ; and his experience taught him the most effectual 
method of preserving them. He determined on a " war of 
posts ;*' the best suited to the condition of his infant troops 
and the least adapted to the interest of his enemy : as, while 
it increased the confidence of the one, it retarded the opera- 
tions of the other, by continual alarm. 

The enemy resolved to make their first attempt on Long 
Island; a position more advantageous than that on which the 
city stood, as it abounded with fresh provisions. On the 22d 
of August, they landed without opposition tietween two villa- 
ges, Utrecht and Gravesend. The American works protect* 
ed a small peninsula ; having Wallabout Bay on the left. Red 
Hook, to which they extended, on the right, and East River, 
in the rear. General Sullivan, to whom was intrusted the 
defence of the island, was encamped with a strong force with- 
in these works, at Brooklyn. The passes leading through the 
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hills were all guarded) and a battalion of rifiemen observed 
the motions of the British. 

General Heister, with his Hessian auxiliaries in English 
. INIJ9 took^fost at .Flatbush \ and, early in the following morn- 
dffy the Sfth) general Clinton gained possession of a height 
ooKmandins; one of the defiles. The guard fied, without mak- 
ing any resistance. About the same time, an attack was 
nyade by the Hessians, and by another body under general 
Olluit ;' which was well supported for a considerable time, on 
bOdijMes. The Americans who opposed general Heister 
were l^e first informed of the approach of Clinton, who had 
tt^n&e round upon their left They immediately began a rc- 
trJetat to their camp ; but were intercepted by the latter; who, 
btryiiig got into their rear, attacked them with his light infan- 
try and dragoons. The Americans were driven back, until 
met by the Hessians ; and were thus chased, alternately, by 
two parties of the enemy. Some of the regiments, however, 
feund their way to the camp. The Americans, under lord 
Stirling, consisting of colonel Miles' two battalions, colo- 
nels AUee*s, Smallwood's, and Hatch's regiments, who were 
Opposed to general Grant, fought with great resolution for 
about six hours. But, from t^ir total want of cavalry, toe- 
ing ignorant of the movements made by general Clinton, un- 
til some of his troops had traversed the whole extent of coun- 
try in their rear, their retreat was intercepted. Several, not- 
withstanding, broke through, and got into the woods; and a 
conuderable number escaped to the lines. Many, however, 
W^re drowned, and others perished in the mud. 

The king's troops displaylll great valour throughout the 
illiole day* The variety of ground occasioned a succession 
j^ small engagements, pursuits, and slaughters, which lasted 
many hours. British discipline, however, in every instance 
trimnphed^over the mere bravery of raw forces : who had nev- 
er been in any action, and whose officers were unacquainted 
with the stratagems of war. 

The lossof^the enemy in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
f^> as it is concisely termed by the French, the number placed 
hor% dt combat y out of battle^ was four-hundred-and-fifly« 
That of the Am^icans was above a thousand. Aniongst the 

Srisoners taken or the latter, were two generalSj Sullivan and 
tirling) and eighty-two other officers, uicludmg every rank. 
During the engagement, and subsequently, general Wash- 
ington had drawn over the greatest part of his army to the 
scene of action. After he had collected his principal force 
fliere* it ¥ras his wish' and hope that sir William Howe would 
rMe«ipt to storm the works on the islmd \ whicfai though not 
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strong enough to stand a regular approach, were suiBcient to 
resist a coufi de main. Rut the remembrance of Breed's- 
liill, restrained the British general from an assault. On the 
contrary, he made denronstrations of a siege, and opened 
trenches within three hundred yards, to ihe left, at Putnam's 
redoubt. Though general Washington had wished for an 
immediate assault, yet, being certain that his works would be 
untenable when the British batteries were fully opened, he 
c:illed a conncil of war, to determine on the most proper 
measures. It being resolved that the objects in view were in 
no degree proportioned to the dangers, to which, by a contin- 
uation on the island, they would be exposed, dispositions were 
made for retreating. This commenced soon after it was dark; 
from two points, the upper and lower ferries on East river. 
General M'Dougal regulated the embarkation at one ; colo- 
nel Knox, at the other. Never was any movement more 
skilfully ordered, ponducted with more consummate address, 
or more highly favoured by the aid of Providence. The field 
artillery, tents, baggage, and about nine-thousand men, were 
conveyed to New York, over a river upwards of a mile wide, 
in less than thirteen hours ; and without the knowledge of the 
British,though not distant six-hundred yards. The wind seemed, 
in one place, to change according to their wants; and,in another, 
a fog veiled them from the hostile view. Half an hour after 
general MifHin, with the rear guard, had left the lines, they 
were entered by the British. 

Not rightly appreciating the spirit of the American lead- 
ers, which was not subdued, but made more resolute, by de- 
feat, lord Howe considered tho late reverse as favourable to 
promote submission ; and, accordingly, sent general Sullivan, 
already mentlDned amongst the pHsoners, with a message to 
the congress. In a few days, Dr. Franklin, John Adams, and 
Edward Rutledge, were deputed to have an interview with 
the British general, on Staten Island. They were politely 
received ; but there arose no approximation towards a peace. 
When concluding, lord Howe expressed to Dr. Franklin, 
with whom, a mutual friendship had for some time before ex- 
isted, the extreme pain he would suffer in being obliged to 
distress those that he so much regarded. " I feel thankful 
to your lordship," replied Franklin, *• for your regard. 
The Americans will show their gratitude, by endeavouring to 
lessen the pain you may feel on their account, in exerting 
their utmost abilities to take good care of themselves." 

It was happy for the cause of freedom, that a principle, 
yet higher than that which often animates the common sol- 
dier to maxnltaUi his post, actuated the superior ofHcers in- 
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trusted with its defence. The army became universally dh* 
pirited. The militia ran oft* by companies, and the regulars 
were infected by the example. The situation of those gene- 
rous leaders, who knew no fear, except in the perspective 
ruin of their country ; who offered every thing, hut honour, 
a sacrifice to avert its degradation ; cannot be described. How 
must the heart of Washington have been wrung with an- 
guish ! To retreat, subjected him to animadversions, painful 
to bear, yet impolitic to refute. To stand his ground, and thus 
hazard the fate of America, on one engagement, in which 
fortune might decide, was contrary to every rational plan of 
defending his extensive charge. A middle line, between aban- 
doning and defending, was, therefore, for a while adopted. 
The. public stores were removed to Dobbs' ferry, about 
twenty-six miles distant : twelve- thousand men were ordered 
to the northern extremity of New York island ; four-thousand- 
five-hundred remained to defend the city, and the rest 
were stationed within the intermediate space^ to act as occa- 
sion might require. 

Tho aame short-sighted politicians who had before cen- 
sured general Washington for his caution, in not storming 
the British lines at Boston, renewed the clamours against him 
for this system of evacuation and retreat. But the same wis- 
dom which had then devised it as the best, now confirmed his 
resolution to maintain it. Supported by a consciousness of 
his own integrity, and by a full conviction that these measures 
were the roost advantageous to his country, he again volunta- 
rily subjected his fame to be overshadowed by a passing 
cloud. 

General Howe pursued his object with unabating diligence. 
Having prepared every thing for a descent on New York is- 
laml, he landed his men near Turtle bay. The Americans 
instantly fell back ; and though some detachments, under the 
command of colonel Knowleton of Connecticut and major 
Leitch oi Virginia, the former of whom was killed and the 
latter wounded, had fairly beaten their immediate adversaries 
from the field, yet it became necessary to evacuate the city. 
It was entered by a brigade of the enemy. They had been 
only a few days in possession, when a dreadful fire broke out, 
which consumed a thousand houses. The Americans took a 
position on the north end of the island ; but, soon afterwards, 
left tiiree-thousand men in Fort Washuigton, and retired. 
The royal army followed, In two columns : and, after sustain- 
ing a considerable loss, by the fire of a party which general 
Lee had posted behind a wall, halted with the Brunx in front : 
upon which; the Americans assembled their main force at 
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White Plains ; where they formed intrenchments. A severe 
action took place, and several hundreds fell. The British 
were commanded by general Leslie ; the Americans, by gen- 
eral IVrOougal. 

Soon afterwards, general Washington changed his frcuit; 
his left wing standing fast, whilst his right fell back to some 
contiguous hills. In this position, an admirable one for de- 
fence, he both desired and expected an attack ; but general 
Howe having declined it, and drawn off his forces to Dobbs' 
ferry, the Americans retired to North Castle. 

Leaving seven-thousand men under general Lee, Washing- 
ton crossed the North (or Hudson's) river, and took a posidon 
in the neighbourhood of fort Lee. In the meantime, Sir Wil- 
liam Howe commenced the reduction of fort Washington. 
The royal army attacked in four divisions : the first was led 
by general Kniphausen ; the second, by general Matthews, 
supported by lord Cornwallis ; the third was under the direc- 
tion of colonel Stirling ; and the fourth commanded by lord 
Percy. The garrison consisted of three-thousand men, under 
colonel Magaw. Their outworks being carried, their defend- 
ers crowded into the fort, and the whole surrendered prisoners 
of war. The loss of the assailants was considerable. Their 
killed and wounded, from the fire of the garrison, and of Raw- 
ling's corps of riilemcn stationed in a wood through which one 
of their divisions passed, were at least twelve-hundred. 

Shortly afterwards, lord Cornwallis crossed over to the 
Jersey shore, and captured Fort Lee, with all its artillery and 
stoi es ; the garrison having been saved by a previous evac- 
uation. General Washington then retreated to Newark. 
But he saw no hopes of being able to remain even there. He 
feared thai he wouid be compelled to retire still further. 
'* Should we retreat," said he, addressing colonel Reed, ^^ to 
the back parts of Pennsylvania, will the inhabitants support 
us ?" The colonel replied, that if the lower countries were 
subdued, and gave up, the upper districts would do the same. 
•i' We must retire, then," rejoined Washington, " to Augusta 
county, in Virginia : numbers will be obliged to repair to us 
for safety, and if overpowered, we must cross the Alleghany 
mountains.'' 

But the general's situation became yet more distressing. 
The term for which his army had enlisted was on the point of 
expiiing : the British commander offered pardon and reward 
to all who would, within sixty days, desert the colonial inter- 
est ; and, when it was expected that he would withdraw to 
winter quarters, pursued the diminished army in its retreat. 
Lord ComwalUs, at the head of ux-thousand regulars, was so 
close behind general WashiDgton) a&lA.^xe^}^s^^^^A^Sli^xas^ 
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ttm dtyti irith aboat feuMhoasand undisciplined troops, to 
■niniWiekff rinceton, Trenton, and the Penn83rlvania side of 
A* Delaware, that tlie rear of the one army pulling down 
brUgeit waa oftcb within ahoC of the other's ran, hastening to 
reMurthero. 

-S^jarceljr one of the people joined the retreating army, 
wittlst numbers were daily flocking to the royal standard, to 
obtain forgiveneas and protection. Not only the lower classes 
cbiMlged ttdes in this gloomy season of adversity, but some of 
the leading men in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, panicularly 
Mr^-Gallaway and Mr. Allen, two members of congress, 
adippted the same dastardly exp^ient, and declared them- 
aelTes, at all times, averse to independence. Every thing 
Jieemed tending to colonial overthrow. General Lee, one of 
the most distinguished continental officers, was taken prison- 
er;' a (tispirited half-clad army was on the eve of being dis- 
banded ; the neighbourhood of Philadelphia became the seat 
of warfare, and congress removed for safety to Baltimore. 

In proportion as difficulties increased, thatiEissembly redoub* 
ledjtbeif exertions. They addressed the states in animated 
jaojpiBge ; calculated to remove their despondency, renew 
Iheir hopes, and confirm their Molutions ; recommended the 
several states to apt)dnt a day of solehin fasting and huqdlia- 
d(Ni, inrested Washington with extraordinary powers, and en- 
deavoured to obtain assistance from forei^ nations. 

These judicious measures in the cabinet were accompanied 
with proportionate vigour in the field. A bold enterprise 
was formed by Washington, ol* re-crossing into Jersey, and at- 
tackhg that part of the eneniy'Which was stationed at Tren- 
toil. Accordingly, in the evening of Christmas d^y, he made 
arrairgements for passing over in three divisions ; at M^Kon- 
key*8 ferry nine miles above that town, at Trenton ferry, and 
at Bordehton. But, owing to the quantities of broken ice, 
tmly the main body, coianoanded by Washington lumself,' suc- 
ceeded in Its purpose ;^ and the passage even of these was so 
retarded, that it was three o'clock lA the morning before the 
artillery was landed. On arriving iti Jersey,- this party was 
arranged in two dirittons i one commanded by general Sulli- ^ 
vap, the other by general Greene, aided by Stirling, Mercer, 
and Stk Clair ; who were ordered to proceed to Trenton by dif- 
ferent roads, and charge the enemy before they had time to 
form. At eight o'clock, they reached the advanced postfl* 
witibin three tnkiulefl-of each other. The out-guards of the 
Hesdaa troops soon foli back, but kept up a retreating fire ; 
ttidr liaate bodf, after lodng half tfcieir artlllenp» and finding 
V Hitanmhtea sitfroiibdedy fadtf down tl^aittnk' The deUchr 
^ttMiD rreoKn iNMitM of tlMai4jAiyiK«* O^matt^^^ 
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fy, and a troop of British cavalry : of whoiti) forty were kil- 
led or wounded, and nine-hundred taken prisoi^rs ; the re- 
mainder, about six-hundred, having escaped to^rds Borden- 
ton. Captain Washington, of the Virginia troops, a relation 
of- the commander-in-chief, and five or six other Ameri- 
cans, were wounded : two were killed, and two or three froz- 
en to death. 

History affords not many examples superior to this master- 
stroke in the art of war. Nothing seemed more improbable 
than such an attempt, to the commander-in-chief of that dis- 
trict. When colonel Rahl, the officer in Trenton, sent to his 
superior, general Grant, for a cautioni||y reinforcement, 
" Tell the colonel," he replied, « he is very safe. I will 
undertake to keep the peace in New Jersey with a corporal's 
guard.'* 

The British had a strong battalion of light infantry at 
Princeton, and a force yet remaining near the Delaware, su- 
perior to the American army. General Washington, there- 
fore, in the evening after his victory, conceived it the most 
prudent to re-cross into Pennsylvania, with his prisoners. 
These being secured, he returned to Trenton. The enemy, 
as might have been expected, did not allow him to remain , 
long undisturbed. Their detachments, which had been can- 
toned over Jersey previous to the capture of the Hessians, as- 
sembled immediately at Princeton ; where they were joined by 
the army from Brunswick, under lord Cornwallis. From thb 
1 777 position, they proceeded, on the 2d of January, towards 
Trenton ; hoping, by a vigorous onset, to repair the in- 
jury sustained by the late defeat. About four in the afternoon, 
they encountered a party of the Americans, posted with four 
field pieces a little to the northward of the latter, and compel- 
led them to i*etreat. This advantage, however, was only for 
a short time retained. They were checked by some artille- 
ry, stationed on tlie opposite banks of Assanpinck creek, fell 
back out of the reach of the shot, and halted for the night. 

Truly critical, however, was the situation of the American 
army. A retreat would endanger Philadelphia, the capital of 
the infant union : an action with a superior force, whilst a 
river lay behind, was dangerous and imprudent. But the 
genius of the commander suggested a relief, by which not 
only defeat might be averted, but victory obtained. He de- 
termined to get round th& advanced party of the enemy, and 
attack them in the rear. Soon after it became dark, he or- 
dered the baggage to be silently removed: when^ leaving 
guards, as well as kindling fires, for the purpose of deception, 
be inarched by a circuitous route^ to PrinceUxi* This place^ 
sitoated about ten milea diatant tow«x4ak \!fiA i^nl^^^i^ xtM^cn^ 
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early in the morning ; and would have completely surprised 
the British there, had not a party, on their way to Trenton, 
descried his troops, and sent back couriers to give an alarm. 
The royalists, consisting of three regiments of infantry, an 
artillery corps with two field pieces, and three troops of light 
dragoons, charged the centre of the Americans, on their 
march. The latter gave way in disorder. The danger was 
extreme. Washington instantly rushed forward. He placed 
himself between his own men and the British, with his horse's 
head fronting the latter. The Americans made a stand ; re- 
turned the enemy's fire ; and the general, though exposed on 
both sides, escaped unhurt. A party of the enemy fled into 
the college, and surrendered. 

In the course of the engagement, sixty of their number 
were killed, many more wounded, and three hundred made 
prisoners. The rest, eluded capture; some, by pushing 
on towards Trenton : others, by returning towards Brunswick. 
The American loss was numerically small : but amongst the 
killed were some valuable ofiicers ; particularly, general Mer- 
cer, a native of Scotland; who, like Montgomery, was amia- 
ble in private life, brave and experienced in the field. 
. Whilst they were engaged in Princeton, the British in Tren- 
ton were under arms, chiding the tardy coming of the dawn ; 
which, with confident anticipation, was to light them to easy 
conquest : for, with so much address had the stratagem been 
conducted, that general Washington went completely off the 
ground, with liis entire force, stores, baggage, and artillery, 
unobserved and unsuspected. When the British heard the 
report of the artillery at Princeton, though it was in the depth 
of winter, they believed it to be tliunder : and so great was 
their consternation, at these unexpected movements, that the 
whole immediately retreated to New Brunswick and Amboy. 

During the late occupation, New Jersey had suffered dread- 
fully, in the waste of property and insults upon the inhabitants. 
The soldiers of the royal army, and particularly the Hessians, 
had unloosed the reins of every selfis'n, ferocious, and brutal 
passion, of human nature. Their ofiicers could not restrain 
them : friends and foes, loyalists and republicans, all shared a 
common fate. 

Seldom, however, there happens an evil without a concomi- 
tant, or succeeding, good. That whole country now became 
hostile to the invaders. The militia of New Jersey, which 
hitherto, had behaved most disgracefully, from this time for- 
ward, redeemed their character ; and evinced a spirit and dis- 
cipline equal in many respects to what distinguishes regular 
MJdJers. 

During those winter movemenlft^both anniea suffered ex- 
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traordinary hardships ; but the Americans underwent the great- 
est. Many of these were without shoes, though marching 
over frozen ground ; which so gashed their feet, that each step 
was marked with blood. They were miserably deficient in blank- 
ets, and almost wholly destitute of tents. Yet, in this situa*- 
tion, the American army, which) after the affair at PrincetoD) 
had retired to Morristown, were inoculated ; and, as very few, 
either of the officers or privates, ever had the small-pox, 
the disorder was nearly universal. It had previously spread 
amongst them in the natural way, and proved mortal to many : 
but, after inoculation was introduced, the fatality was small ; 
and the effect so gentle, that, from the beginning, there was 
not a single day in which they could not have exchanged the 
situation of invalid for that of soldier, and appeared in arms 
against the English. 

The campaign of one year had not ended, until carried into 
the first month of the succeeding. For some time, however, 
there had existed a state of comparative inactivity. Since 
the battle of Princeton, the operations extended not beyond a 
few skirmishes ; unimportant in themselves, yet productive of 
future benefit. At Springfield, a small party of Germans 
were beaten by an equal number, of Jersey militia, under 
colonel Spencer. Near Somerset court-house, general Dick- 
inson, with four-hundred of the same description and fifty 
Pennsylvania rifiemen, defeated a large foraging party, and 
got possession of their convoy. Colonel Barton, desirous of 
retaliating the capture of general Lee, embarked with for- 
ty militia, in whale-boats, surprised general Prescott at his 
quarters between Newport and Bristol ferfy, in Rhode Is- 
land, and brought him to the main land. General Putnam 
was eminently liseful, in guarding the army against surprise ; 
and so much vigilance was every where displayed, that Sir 
William Howe was confined to limits so narrow, as would not, 
had a purchaser been found, have re-imburscd the expense of 
th& attainment. 

Hitherto, the Americans were deficient in arms and am- 
munidon, as well as in men : but in the spring, they received 
from France twenty-thousand stand of arms and a thousand 
barrels of powder. 

Before the royal army took the field, in prosecution of the 
main business of the campaign, two enterprises, for the des- ' 
truction of American stores, were undertaken. At Peekskill, 
^^ut fifty miles from New York, they captured or destroyed 
a considerable quantity uf necessary articles ; which had bcieo 
iollected there, notwithstanding the- orders given by general 
Washington to the commissaries, not to allow a lar^e «&c^ac- 
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mulation of provisions near t\it water. At Danbury, the 
Americans Jost uxteen-hundred barrels of pork and flour, two- 
thousand bushels of corn, and seventeen-hundred un^a On 
returning to their ships, the British were attacked, at Ridge- 
field, by a party hastily collected, under generals Wooster, 
Arnold, and SiilinDan, and suffered a loss, in killed and wound- 
ed, of two or three hundred men. The Americans had twen- 
ty killed ; amon^^st whom, was the brave general Wooster ; 
who, though seventy years old, behaved with, the vig* ui* and 
sphut of youth. Not long after, colonel Meigs, f)ne of the 
intrepid companions of Arnold in the expedition to Canada, 
led a detactiment of one hundred-and-seventy men, in vviiale- 
boats, to Long Island ; burned twelve British vessels, with a 
large quantity of forage in Sagg-Harbour, killed six soldiers, 
and bi*ought oflT ninety prisoners, without losing a single man. 

As the season advanced, the American army in New Jersey 
was reinforced by the successive arrival of recruits ; never- 
theless, at the opening of the campaign, in the beginning of 
June, it amounted only to seven-thousand men. 

General Washington, having left his winter quarters at 
MoFristown, took a strong position at Middlebrook. Sir Wil- 
liam Howe marched from Brunswick, and extended his van 
as far as Somerset court-house ; but, in a few days, was con- 
strained to resume his former station. He then endeavoured 
to provoke General 'Washington to engage ; leaving no man* 
oeuvre untried to induce him to quit his post. At length, fully 
convinced of the impossibility of compelling a battle, on 
equal terms, and aware of the danger of crossing the Dela- 
ware whilst the Americans were in his rear, he proceeded to 
Amboy, and thence passed over to Staten Island ; resolved to 
pursue the objects of the campaign by another route. His 
real designs were involved in obscurity. Washington was 
much embarrassed. The enemy seemed, at one time, moving 
to tiie south ; at another, to the north. At last, their main 
body, amounting to sixteen-thousand men, departed from 
Sandy Hook, and were then reported to steer to the south- 
ward. A letter from Sir William Howe to general Burgoyne, 
then stationed in Canada, was intercepted, which mentioned 
that they were steering to New Hampshire. But the decep- 
tion was so superficially veiled, that, in conjunction with some 
particulars attending the embarkation, it removed the uncer- 
tainty from the mind of Washington, instead of misleading 
him to an opposite direction. Within an hour after receivia|^ 
the letter, he gave orders for marching to the south. But ne 
was yet so much impressed with a conviction that it was tl# 
true interest of Howe to form a junction with Burgoyne, that 
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he ordered his army to halt for some lime at the Delaware ; 
suspecting that the southern movement was a feint, intended 
to draw him further from the Hudson. 

The British fleet was a week at sea, before it reached Cape 
Henlopen. Here, Sir William Howe, being informed that 
the passage of the Delaware was obstructed, gave up his orig- 
inal intention of reaching Philadelphia by ascending that riv- 
er, and resolved on a circuitous route, by the Chesapeake. 
From Henlopen, he had a tedious passage. Though the dis- 
tance, in a direct line, is only about forty leagues, twenty days 
elap'-ed before he entered the capes of Virginia. He pro- 
ceeded up the bay with a favourable wind, and landed his troops 
at Turkey Point- The American army was immediately put 
in motion to oppose them. Its number, on paper, amounted 
to fourteen thousand : but its effective force, on which depen- 
dence might be placed in the day of battle, did not much ex- 
ceed eight thousand men; many of whom were without shoes. 
Its several divisions were commanded principally by Greene, 
Maxwell, and Stephens, Stirling, Sullivan, and Wayne. The 
enemy advanced with boldness, until within two miles of the 
Americans ; who were then posted near Newport. Washing- 
ton soon changed his position, and halted on the high ground 
near Chadd's Toid, on Erandywine creek ; with an intention of 
disputing the passage. It was the wish, but by no means the 
interest, of the Americans, to try their strength in an engage- 
ment. Their regular troops were inferior, not only in disci- 
pline, but, in numbers, to the royal army. Popular opinioni 
however, imposed a degree of necessity on the general, to 
keep his troops in front of the enemy, and risk an action for 
the security of Philadelphia ; though, had he taken the ridge 
of mountains on his right, the British, ignorant of his ar- 
my's weakness, must have respected his numbers, and would 
probably have followed him into the country. By this policy, 
the campaign might have been prolonged ; whilst the Ameri- 
cans would have been strengthened, and the invaders wasted, 
by delay. For once, however, Washington relinquished his 
usual policyi and hazarded a disadvantageous action. 

At day-break| on the 1 1th of September, the royal army 
moved forward in two columns, commanded by Kniphausen 
and Cornwallis. The first kept the-^rect road to Chadd's 
ford, and made a show of passing it, in front of the main bo- 
dy of the Americans : the' other column came up on the west 
side of the Brandywine, to its fork ; crossing both its branches, 
and then marching down on its east bank, with the view of 
turning their adversaries' right wing. This, they accom- 
plished : after a series of endeavours throughout the entire 
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daf) the Americans were Jbroken, and every exertion to ral- 
ly them was ineffectual. The retreat soon became genera I > 
and was continued to Cheater ; with the loss of twelvcrhun* 

I dted men killed and wounded. 

p Two distinguished foreigners served under the Artiencan 

banners at the Brandy wine ; the Marquis De La Fayette and 
count Pulaski ; the onC) a native of France, the other, of Po- 
land. Animated by the love of liberty, La Fayette, a no- 
tdeman of high rank, had left the country of his birth, and 
offered his service to congress. While in France, and only 
nineteea years of age, lie espoused the cause of the Ameri- 
cans, with the most disinterested and generous' ardour ; and, 
having determined to join them, communicated his intentions 
to their commissioners at Paris. His offer was gratefully re- 
ceived. They justly considered, that a patron of so much im- 
portance would be of the utmost service to their cause. Be- 
rare he embarked, intelligence arrived in Europe, that the 
- •> , American patriots, reduced to two-thousand men, were fly- 
I ing before a. British force of thirty-thousand ; under which 

''^ circumstances, the commissioners thought it their duty to 
" dissuade him from the present prosecution of his danger- 
ous enterprise. But their candour w^s expressed in vain. 
His zeal to serve a struggling country, was heightened, not 
abated, by her misfortunes. ' His personal risk was not the 
only one which might have deterred him. He hazapded his 
large fortune, by the laws of France ; and also imprisonment, 
in case of capture when on his way to the United States : for, 
his sovereign having forbidden his proceeding, despatched or- 
*^ ders to the West Indies to have him, if found in that quar- 

ftH^ ter, confined* He was appointed a major-general in the Aroer- 

^ lean army ; an honour, of which he showed himself in the 

highest manner deserving. Though wounded in the late bat- 
tle, he continued in the field ; exerting himself, not only by 

ft his voice, but his example, to rally the broken troops. Pu* 
laski was a << thunderbolt of war." It was he, who, a few 

. * years before, carried off king Stanislaus from his capital, 

r though the monarch was surrounded by a numerous body of 

( guards, and by a Hussian army. 

^' -" The situation of his troops precluded \yashington from 
long impeding the enemy's advance. After a few days, he 

^ was compelled to leave them in undisturbed possessions of 
the roads leading to Philadelphia^ His troops were worn down 
by a succession of severe duties ; a thousand of his men were 

^ barefooted; and, to increase his misfortunes, a number of 

L. Wayne's regiment, encamped near the Paoli tavern* were 

■j^attacked in the ^night by general Grey^ and put to death* 

:. '• . •■■■; 
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THE UfftTEiy STATES. Ml 

tt was no longer safe for congress to rietiiain in Phiiadel«> 
phia. This august assembly, which, after a short rettdence at 
Baltimore, had returned, were obliged, a second time tp co|i^ 
suit thVpublic interest, by flight. ^ They retired, first to '' ~ 
caster, aod afterwards to York. 

Sir William Howe, having left the greater part of hii 
army in Germantown, a village about six ihiles northward of 
the capital, entered Philadel^tua on the 26th of September! 
where he was received by many with a real or apparent wel* 
come. 

The possession of the largest city in the United States, to- 
gether with the dispersion of that grand council which had M* 
therto conducted their afiairs, was vieWed by the short'^ight* 
ed as decisive of their fate. But, in the present contest for 
sovereignty, the result, was not in the power of a nngle ruler, 
or a body of rulers, nor was it to be determined by the possea* 
sion^ or the loss, of any particular place e it was the public 
mind, the sentiments and opinions of the people* that were to 
decide. Indeed, it was conceived by the iQore jbceming pol^ 
iticians, that the luxuries of a great city would so far ener* 
Vate the British troops, as to indispose them, like the conque- 
rors of Cannse^ for those active exertions, to which they w;ere 
compelled, whilst inconveniently encamped in the open coun- 
try. This speculatioi^ was inculcated in France by Dr. Frank- 
lin, with his characteristic humour. To remove the impres- 
tton which the British progress might have made in tliat coun- 
try, and place a modern Capua in view, he observed, that, 
<' Instead of saying Sir William Howe had taken Philadelphii^ 
it would be more proper to say that Philadelphia had taken 
Sir William Howe." 

One of the first objeOs of the English, after they^ had ob» 
tamed possession of the city, was to erect batteries for the pur- 
pose of commanding the river and protecting the town froih 
any insult by water. On the other hand, the British shipping 
were prevented from aspending the Delaware, by obstructions 
sunk at Mud Island ; on which had been erected a battery^ 
and a fort, called in honour of general Mifflin« Opposite to 
this, on the Jersey shore, there is a height called Red-bank ; 
where, also) a battery was erected t and between the t#o for- 
tresses, which were about half a mile distant from each 6ther» 
tfie American naval armament for the protection of the De<e 
laware made its harbour of retreat 

The flattering anticipatiohs, cherished by the continental {Ml*, 
triots, that effeminacy would foifeit the acquirementa of ther 
sword, were not sufliciently powerful to ch^k the aceiist<Aii<^ 
eii vigour oS the*field» Smh vefitteiaien^ enter not uamg^ 

U 
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the ciailctilations of the soldier. He rests his hopes on thft 
more, decisive ageocf of arms/ Geoeral Washington, having 
.been re-enforced by twenty-five-hundred-tncnt and informed 
r that Sir William Howe had detached a considerable party for 
reducing the works in the Delaware, conceived the design of 
■ecretly issuing: from his position at Skippack creek, and at- 
tacking the British post at Germantown. Their line of en- 
campment crossed the town at right angles, near its centre ; 
their left wing extending to the Schuylkill, with strong par- 
ties of chap.seurs and infantry stationed in advance. The 
American divisions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Con- 
way's brigade, were to enter the town by the way of Chesnut- 
hill ; whilst general Armstrong, with the Pennsylvania militia^ 
should fall down Manatawny road, and attack the British in 
the left and rear. The divisions of Greene and Stephens^ 
flanked by M^Dougal's brigade, were to proceed by theLime- 
Kiln road ; the militia of Maryland and Jersey, under gene- 
rals Smallwood and Furman, by the old York road, and fall 
upon the rear of their right ; and Stirling, with Nash's and 
Maxwell's brigade, were to form a corps of reserve. 

The Americans began the attack about sun-rise on the 4th 
of October. Their first assault obliged a body on Chesnut- 
hill road to retreat with precipitation ; but the darkness of the 
day, owing to a thick fog, concealing tl^e true situation of the 
parties, occasioned mistakes, and caused so much delay, that 
the British had time to recover from their first surprise. The 
Americans left the field hastily, and all efforts to rally them 
were ineffectual. General Stephens was cashiered for mis- 
. ^ conduct in the retreat. Their loss, including four^hundred 
prisoners, was a thousand men. Among the slain, were gen- 
eral Nash, and his aid-de-camp, major Witherspoon. Of 
the royal army, general Agnew and colonel Bird were killed^ 
and about five-hundred others, slain, wounded, or made pris- 
oners. 

Soon after this battle, the British left Germantown, and de-* 

voted their principal attention towards opening a free commu* 

mcation between their army and their shipping, Two-thou« 

jJL sand Hessians, led by colonel Donop, made a furious attack 

^k on Red-bank, but were repulsed, with considerable loss, in- 

V eluding their commander, by colonel Greene ; and an assault, 

aliout the same time, on Fort Mifiiin, by a naval force, was 

equally disastrous. However, their next attempt counterbal- 

, anced these misfortunes. The accumulation of sand against 

the cheveaux-de-frise, placed between these works, having, at 

length, obstructed the passage of the water, the current was 

jgt diverted into a new channel, and. deepened the river on the 
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Pennsylvania side of Mud Island; so as to admit >essels of 
considerable draught. This post, therefore, was no longer te- 
nable. , A large English ship, cut down, so as to require,only ' 
a small depth of water, enfiladed the works. Colonel Smith, 
who had bravely defended the place during more than fortj 
days, being woilnded, was removed to the main ; and, within 
a week afterwards, Major Thayer, who had volunteered to 
take charge of this dangerous post, was obliged to save his 
remaining companions by an evacuation. This was not done, 
however, until the works were entirely beaten down, every 
piece of cannon was dismounted, and one of the British ships 
so near, that she threw hand-grenades into the fort^ and killed 
the* men .upon the platform. Three days afterwards, the gar» 
rison were .withdrawn from Red-bank ; and, thus, the British 
accomplished the much desired communication.— -The con- 
duct of colonel Smith and commodore Hazelwood obtained 
the- thanks of congress, signified by their voting to each a 
sword ; their long protracted defence of the' DeiiAvare having 
deranged the enemy's plans for the remainder of the cam^ 
paign, and, ccmsequently, saved the adjacent country. 
- About this time, the presidential chair of congress became 
vacant, by the departure of Mr. Hancock ; after he had ably, 
discharged its duties for nearly two years and a half.^ In his 
place, was elected Mr. Laurens, of South Carolina ; a gentle- 
man of easy fortune, muchr political experience, and . incor- 
ruptible integrity : whom, the danger of losing one estate^ 
could not intimidate, nor the offer of a larger, corrupt. 

The season for action was now almost spent, and with the 
season, the desire of -the British-general for battle. After a 
mutual display of the military art, by Sir William Howe and 
the cautious Washington, both retiredto winter quarters ; the 
former into Pluladelphia, the latter to Valley Fo^g&. At this 
place, which is distant from the city about twenty miles, his 
compamons, in a g^at measure without -shoes or stockings,/ , 
tents or blanjsets, all cheerfully retired into a woo^^ in the lat-^^ 
ter end of December ; sheltering themselves from the severity 
of an American winter in temporary huts. 

During these operations in the middle districts, a war, 
equally extensive, and of more important issue, was prosecu- 
ting in the north. 

Sanguine in their expectation of forming a line of commu- 
nication between New > York and Canada, the British ministry 
had left nothing w)done that could promote success. The 
troops destined for this service were upwards of seven-theu* 
sand ; with a tra&i of jartillery the finest, and tb^most efi^iently 
supplied, th^t had ^ver he&n a8ttgnedtP8ecoiultheQs;jjc?(:^So^ 
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of an eqvitl force. Arms and accoutreinents were provided for 
: the Canadians, and several nations of Indians induced to take 
^- up the hatchet under the royal banners. The command was 
given to general Burgo3me ; an ofHcer whose abilities were 
well known, and whose spirit of enterprise, and thirst of mil- 
itary feme) could not be exceeded. The British had the ex- 
clusive navigation of lake Champlain. Their marine force on 
that inland sea, with which, in the preceding campaign, the^ 
had destroyed the American flotilla, was net only entire, but 
unopposed. 

Having gained possession of Ticonderoga, as well as of the 
other defences which had served to prevent or to impede the 
advance of an enemy into the United States on the side of 
Canada, and with a degree of alacrity and perseverance that 
could not be excelled, reached fort Edward, on the Hudson^ 
Bargoyne proceeded, in the beginning of August, to force his 
passage down towards Albany. In the mean-time, every ob* 
struction had been thrown in his way, by Schuyler, Arnold, 
St. Clair, and other vigilant commanders ; who, at this peri«« 
od, owing to the evacuation of the northern forts, and the ex- 
ertions of the leading patriots in New York and the contigu* 
ous provinces, had in that quarter an army of thirteen-thou* 
sand men. 

In his advance to Albany, Burgoyne formed a plan to draw 
resoiirces from the farms of Vermont. For this purpose, he 
detached five-hundred regulars and one-hundred Indians, widi 
. two field pieces, under the command of colonel Baum ; a force 
deemed sufficient to seize a magazine of provisions collected 
by the Americans at Bennington. But he proceeded with less 
caution than his perilous situation required. Colonel Starke 
, - jBttacked him, near that place, with about eight-hundred New- 
•^ Hampshire militia, — undisciplined, without bayonets, or a sin- 
'•l.\ Rle piece of artillery ; killed or captured the greater part of 
r r^>£i8 detachment, and got possession of his cannon. This was 
^''^\S^ brilliant service. Another achievement, scarcely less con- 
w>icuous« ii3(imediately succeeded. Colonel Breyman,* who 
^ilhad been sent by general Burgojme to support that party, ar- 
^ lived on the same ground, and on the same day ; not, how- 
^' ever, until the action was decided. Instead of meeting his 
friends, he found himself vigorously assailed. This attack 
was made by colonel Warner ; who, with his continental reg- 
iment, had come up, also to support his friends, and was well 
assisted by Starke's militia, which had just defeated the party 
of colonel Baum. Breyman's troops, though fotigued with 
'the preceding march, behaved with great resoltttion ; but 
19V/W ar ieogtfa oblig^ed to ati^pdoni thm ^rt^ietf , M^ retreats 



THE UNITED STATES- 1S5 

In these two actions, thQAnaericans took four brass field piec* 
esy four ammunition wagons, and seven-hundred prisoQers. 

The overthrow of these detachments was the, first, in 9^ grand t 
series of events, that finally involved in ruin the whole rojral ^ 
army. It deranged every plan for continuing, or even hol^ng^ 
the advantages previously obtained ; inspired the republican 
with confidence, animated their exertions, and filled them wiUi 
justly-formed expectations of future victory. 

After the evacuation «of Ticonderoga, the Americans had 
fallen back, from one place to another, until they at last rest- 
ed at Vanshaick's island. - Soon after this retreating system 
was adopted) congress removed their commanding officers^ 
and placed general Gates at the head of the northern army* 
His arrival, on the 19th of August, gave fresh vigour to tho 
inhabitants. Encouraged by a hope of capturing the whole 
British forces, a spirit of adventure burst forth from every' 
quarter, and was carried into various directions. An enter- - 
prise was und^aken by general Lincoln, to recover Ticonde- 
roga and the other posts in the reai* of the British army ; and» 
though the first object was not accomplished^ yet with so 
much address did colonel Brown, who was despatched to the 
landing at lake George, proceed, that, with five-hundred menf 
he surprised all the out-posts between the landing at the north 
end of the lake and the body of that fortress ; took Mount De- \ 
fiance and Mount Hope, the old French Unes, and a block- 
house ; also two-hundred batteaux,7ievend gun-boats, besides 
two-hundred-and-ninety prisoners ; and, at the same time re- 
leased one-hundred Americans. 

Burgojoie, after . crossing the Hudson, advanced along ita 
banks, and encamped about two miles from general Gates ; a 
short distance above Still- Water. The Americans thought no. 
more of retreating ; and, on the 19th of Septerobej, engagedlkji 
him with firmness and resolution. The confiict, though se-^[^ 
vere, was only partial, for the first hour and a half; but, afler^^ 
a short pause, it became general, and continued for thref/^- 
hours. without any intermission. A constant blaze of fii 
was kept up, and both sides seemed determined on victory 
death. I'he Americans and British were alternately driv< 
by each other, until night ended the eflPusion of blood. The i^ 
enemy lost five-hundred men, including killed, wounded, an4 
prisoners ; the Americans, three-hundred. 

Every moment made tlie situation of the British army more 
critical. Their provisions were lessening, their Indian and 
provincial alhes deserting ; whilst the animation and numbers 
of the Americans increased. From the uncertainty of receiv- 
ing {iirtker tupplies) Burgoyne curtailed the soldifttsf 
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His opponents pressed him on every ude. Much hard fight^ 
ing ensued. The British were again defeated. One of Bur* 
goyne's generals, together with his aicMe-camp, was kill- 
ed) and he himself narrowly escaped ; as a ball passed through 
bis hat) and another through his waistcoat. The American 
generals Arnold and Lincoln were wounded. To avoid be- 
ing surrounded) general Burgoyne left his hospital to the hu- 
manity of Gates, and retreated to Saratoga. He was still fol- 
lowed) and harassed ; driven on one side and straightened on 
another. The situation of his army was truly distressing ; aban- 
dmied by their allies, unsupported by their fellow-soldiers in 
New Yorki worn down by a series of incessant efforts, and 
greatly reduced in their Yiumbers ; without a possibility of re- 
treat) or of replenishing their exhausted stock of provisions : 
a eontinual^caunonade pervaded their camp) and grape-shot 
fell in many parts of their lines. 

The 12th of October arrived ; the day until which hope had 
bade the afflicted general wait for the prondsed assistance 
from New York. But expectation vanished with the depart- 
ing sun. He took an account of his provisions. There was 
only a scanty subsistence for three days. A council of war de- 
clared that their present situation justified a capitulation on 
honourable terms ; and a negotiation was commenced. After 
various messages passed between the hostile armies, it was 
stipulated, that, on the 1 Ttb, the Britbh were to march out of 
their camp with the customary honours of war ; the arms to 
be piled by word of command from their own officers ; and an 
undisturbed passage allowed them to Great Britain, on condi^ 
tion of their not serving again in North America during the 
war. 

By this convention, were surrendered five-thouaand-seven- 
hundred- and -ninety, of all ranks ; which number added to the 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, lost by the royal army during 
the preceding part of the expedition, made, altogether, up- 
wards of ten-thousand men ; an advantage rendered still more 
important to the captors, by the acquisition of thirty-five brass 
field pieces, and nearly five-thousand muskets. The regular 
troops in general Gates' army were nine-thousand ; the mili<* 
tia, four-thousand: but, of the former, two-thousand were sick 
or on furlough ; and of the latter, five-hundred. 

The terms, of which there have been noticed only a few of 
the most essential, were considered, by many, as more favour- 
able than the royal army could have reasonably expected. But 
it might have been imprudent in general Gates to urge even 
an in^rior number of brave, disciplined soldiers, to despair, 
yBp had; indeed^ proposed that the British should ground theii' 
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ftrtns ; but general Burgoyne replied : << This article ia iiiad- 
miaaible, in every extremity. Sooner than this anny will con- ^ 
sent to ground their annsi in their encampment, they will msb ^ 
on the enemy, determined to take no quarters.'' The celebrali^ 
ed Polbh patriot, Kosciuski was chief engineer in the army 
of general Gates* 

On learning the fate of Burgoyne, the British on the North, 
river retired to New York. Those who had been left in his 
rear destroyed their cannon, and, abandoning Ticonderoga, re- 
treated to Canada ; so that this whole country, after experi- 
encing for several months the devastations of war, was now 
restored to perfect tranquillity. 

Amongst the numerous tragical events ariung from Ibt 
employment of the Indians by the British, one scene was pre* 
sented, which we select, not as having relation to the public 
concerns of the army, but from the interest whieh it excites». 
This was, the .murder of a Miss M^Crea, the daughter of a 
steady royaiis|£'v The engaging manners and beauty of this 
young lady having gained the heart of a British officer, he in* 
duced a return of his affection, and her consent to become his 
wife* ' Anxious for her safety, he wished to remove her from 
the neighbourhood of a hostile ariny. On the day appointed 
for the nuptials, he engaged a party of Indians to convey her 
to the camp ; promising to reward the person who would ac- 
company her, with a barrel of rum. Tto of the Indians, boUi 
eager for the reward, disputed, after CM|d ying her some dis- ':\ 
tance, which should present her tothenftended husband; and ^ 
the one killed her with his tomahawk, to prevent the other ^ 
from receiving it. Many will here exclaim, This is charac* >^ 
teristic of the Indians. BiU it is otherwise : it is a remaxjjui- 
ble deviation from their accustomed veneration for the weak- 
er sex. The most delicate females have been led captive by*' . 
them for days and weeks, through the midst of the unfrequent- 
ed forest, without experiencing the smallest degree of injury ^. 
or insult. 

It has been already mentioned,that congress had laud the fouQ* ' ^ 
dation of a national fleet, and authorised the fitting out of privat^'v^ 
armed vessels. Commodore Hopkins, captain-general of thet *' ' 
^former, made a sudden descent at New Providence, where he 
seized a large quantity of warlike stores, and in his return en- ^ 
gaged a British frigate^ and captured an armed brig. The 
American privateers rapidly increased, and were unusually 
aucoMBful. In the ^rst nine months of 1776, embracing the 
l^riod of ytheir existence in that year, they captured property 
iworlh a million sterling. In the present year, they advanced 
in bolfioess. They carried their enterprising spirit to ^ dft^- 
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^ gree unprecedented hj the vessels of any nation ; obliging the 
enemy to appc^nt convoys, for the purpose of guarding their 
eemmerce, even in the Itish channel. Xaptain Barney and 
Uie v<^unteert who accompanied him in the Hyder Ailyy a 
VMsel equipped by the inhabitants of Philadelphia, achieved 
an honourable service by capturing a sloop of war, much su- 
perior in force, off the Delaware : but the most daring of all 
the officers sailing under the republican flag, was a native of 
SceUand ; the celebrated Paul Jones. 

Until the capture of Burgoyne, the European nations view- 
ed the war between Great Britain- and her colonies only as 
spectators. Anxious for the territorial dismemberment of a 

Eerful rival ; yet, fearful that atl early interference might 
the breach it was their interest to widen ; they had cau- 
4omly abstained from po^tive declarations of assistance, whilst 
. Uiere appeared any appearance of conciliation or any danger 
df defeat. France was the first ally which th<&1>reath of hos- 
tiUty carried to the aid of America. Even tld|pound of free- 
dom, so discordant to the ear of royalty, was not sufficient to 
destroy the inveterate competition. Her sovereign consente4 
that the colonies should be free, if Britain could, by that means, 
1778 ^ rendered weak. On the 6th of February, a treaty^ 
negotiated by Silas Deane, Dr. Franklin, and Arthur 
Lee) was signed by the United States and Lewis tlie Six- 
teenth ; on the basu^ perfect reciprocity of interest, and in 
% which the Frencii JHtarish guaranteed their commerce and 
^^independence. " ; * 

•'*' ■ Only three days had elapsed, when the British government 
V« received information of this treaty. Immediately, fresh terms 
of ipconcilement were transmitted to their commanders in the 
United States, and offered to the consideration of congress at 
^ork; but, notwithstanding that this assembly was yet ig« 
norant of their important European aid, they were again re* 
r jected. By these, the English ministry proposed, that no mil- 
itary force should be stationed in North America, without the 
\ : approbation of the colonies; and that» to remove the former 
^ (Ejections against the Uym^ on of taxes, unless with an ac' 
companying representation, provincial deputies should be al- 
lowed a seat in the parliament of Britain. But the United 
States would cdnsider no propositions which did not include 
their independence. Their citizens could not be intimidated 
in the field, nor purchased in the cabinet. To an offer of 
court remuneration, made through a late ^oyal governor, 
Johnstone, to Joseph Reed, this patriot replied : ^ I am not 
wonk purchasing ; yet, ^uch as I ami the king of Great Brit^ 
'^AiTorrich enough to bay me/' 
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It bu already been mentioned, that the boitile armiei of 
Waahtn^ton and Howe had withdrawn into thoir respective 
winter quarcers ; the former to the huts at Valley Forge ; the 
latter, into the warm accatnmodation of Philadelphia. That 
season, and the early part of aijminer, were almost elapMdy 
without producing any events more remarkable than a fi(t# 
successful excur^ons of the royal troops into the neighbouring 
country, for the purposi- of bringing in supplies, and destrajr- 
ing merchandise and shipping. The treaty with France rouied 
both armies from their lon(i;-cnntinued inaction. Apprehen- 
sive that a Frence fleet would be despatched to block up the 
British squadron in the Delaware, the ministrj' ordered Sir 
Henry Clintim, who had recently succeeded geneisl Howe in 
the command of the British arttiy, to evacuate Philadelphia, 
and concentrate (he royal forces in New York. Accordingly, 
the troops in that city passed, on the 22d of June, by the way 
of Gloucester point, into New Jersey. The intended move- 
muit was not wiknown to Washington. He immediately sent 
general Maxwell's brigade to co-operate with the Jersey mili- 
tia in obstructing their progress, then crossing the Delawu% at , 
Coryell's Ferry, above Trenion, followed with his whole army» 
and halted in the vicinity of Princeton, From this, fifteen- 
hundred men were detached, (o act against their flanks and 
rear, under, the command of general Scott. The British were . 
at this time proceeding towards Saadj^ook, by the way <if 
Allentown and Monmouth courtJiMM^&potlier detachment 
was sent forward, under general WayN|Hccompimied by L^ 
Fayette : the latter having orders to take change 9f both tb^ 
advanced parties; a command which afterwards devolved at 
Lee, who htkd been exchanged fisr general Prescgtt. The ^^ 
body followed at a proper distance, and reached Cranbury oq 
the twenty-eighth. But, when they had proceeded a feir 
miles further, Washington was surprised to find Lee retr^t' . 
ing; without having offered any obatrur.tion of importance. 
The commander-in-chief remonstratetl ; Lee replied with 
warmth and unbecoming language ; but, at Icnijth, consented 
to fight the enemy on a piece of ground which Washington 
assigned him. A watm cannonade immediately began be- ' 
tween the artilleiy, and a heavy firing of musltetry between 
the advanced troops, of the BiiUsh and Americans. These 
stood their ground until intermixed with the enemy; and 
general Lee was the last on the field of battle, and brought off 
the rear of the retiring troops. The advantage, however) 
which the British thus gained was only monientary, Tho 
check which they had received enabled Washington to make 
a favourable disposition of hia left wing and hia sacjOTA-^iisjo 
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in A wood ; and to plant some cannon on an eminence, under 
tlic able direction of lord Stirling. Generals Greene and 
Wayne, alio, bore a conspicuous part in the engaijement ; 
which was continued with much spirit until dark. In the 
mght, the BtitiBh troops went off, with so much silence, that 
general Poor, Ihougli very near them, knew nothing ol' their 
departave ; and, continuing their march without further inter- 
ruption, thay soon reached Sandy Hook. The Americana 
proceeded for the borders of North Hiver. Colonel Bonner, 
of Pennsylvania, and Major Dickenson, of Virginia, two 
Iiighiy-esteeroed officers, were amongst the slain. Beaidea 
the usual de«truction attending military engagements, the emo- 
tiona of the mind, added to fatigue in a very hot day, lirouglit 
on ap great a suppression of the vital powers, that sixiy of the 
Btitlsh, and some of the Americans, were found dead on the 
field of battle, without any marks of vinltnce. 

The conduct of general Lee could not be withheld front 
inTestigaiion. The public interest demanded a proper scru- 
tiny. He was tried by cotiri martial ; and, being pronounced 
guilty of making an unnecessary retreat ; of disobedience of 
orders, and disrepect to the commander-in-chief; was senten- 
ced to be suspended from his profeaaional functions for tho 
space of one year : a judgment, which, though according 
with the majority in the United States, was not without disseti- 
tians ; as, whilst everj one admitted his violence, and impa- 
tience of subordina^Ht oone seemed to question his fidelity 

^nd courage. ''^ 

*^' Soon afw the battle of Monmouth, the American army 
took a station at the White Plains, a few miles beyond Kings- 
bridge ; where, the British, though only a few miles distant,. 
<Sd liot molest them. They remained there from an early day 
in July until nearly the end of autumn, and then retired to ' 
Middle Brook, in Jersey; at which place, they built for tbem- 
aelves huts, in the same manner as at Valley Forge. 

Immediately on the departure of the British from Philadel- 
phia, congress returned to its former place of deliberation, 
and soon afterwards, had a new, and moat pleasing, duty, to 
perform— to give public audience to a minister plenipotentiary 
of Prance. Thus, in little more than a century and a halt 
from the period when their struggling germe was planted 
amidst the forest, the United States had attained an elivated 
rank amongst the sovereign nations of the eanh. 

The first object of the French fleet, as had been conjcctur- 

1, by the British government, was to surprise their admiral 

|he Delaware. But its passage from Toulon had been so 

B"4 tbai iord Hdw«, by Baling to New York, was enabled 
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lo 6Vacle the almost certain mortificauon of jrielding to a doubly 
superior force ; a remarkable escape ; from which, as the in- 
terest of the colonies did not eventually suffer, it is not, in one ' 
point of view, to be regretteS. The subsequent conduct of s 
the French admiral, D'Estaign, in avoiding^ his antagonist; 
virho, though reinforced by a squadron sent from England v^ith 
lord Byron, was still his inferior ; induces a generous mind to 
withhold eveui; from one's ally, an easily acquired victory. 
Much inconvettfJUice accrued to the land-troops of the United 
States from JJids want of co-operation by the admiral ; and 
Rhode Island was in consequence evacuated by the bfave 
men intrusted with its recovery from the British. 

The disastrous invasion of Canada had not taught congress 
the impolicy of carrying the war out of the Umita of -the 
Union : an enterprise against Florida, conducted by the 
American general Howe with two-thousand men, of whom, a 
fourth were surrendered victims to the climate, exhibited^ 
again, the unprofitable waste of _ foreign expeditions. 

Hitherto, the British had made only a feeble effort to pro* 
mote the grand object,of the war, by operations in the south. 
More than two years of compartive enjoyment had been al- 
lowed that portion of the states. But, at this periodyGeorgia^ 
one of the weakest members of the Union, and moreover, 
abounding with provisions, being marked out as the most ad- 
vantageous ground on which to try the fortune of the En* 
glish arms, in November, Colonel Campbell, an officer of 
known courage and ability, arrived at Savannah, with about 
two-thousand men. From the landing place^ a narrow cause- 
way of six-hundred jrards in length) with a ditch on each side^ 
led through a swamp. A body of the British 4ight infantry 
moved forward along this passage. On their advance, they 
received a heavy fire from a small party posted under the 
command of captain Smith; but the British forced their way^ 
and CQmpelled the others to retreat. General Howe, the 
American officer to whom the defence of Georgia was com* 
mitted, took his station on the main road ; and posted his little 
army, consisting of about one-thousand continentals and mi- 
litias between the landing place and the town : with the 
river on his left, and a morass in front ; a position which of- 
fered great difficulties before he could be dislodged. But 
these were obviated by a fortuitous event. Information be« 
ing received from a negro, of an unguarded path through the 
swamp, a party of the British found their way unobserved, 
and appeared in the rear of the Americans. , Howe or- 
dered an immediate retreat; the British pursued: inwards 
ef a hundred Americans were killed ; four-^undrcd-aiid*€^H 
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officer! and privates^ seven pieces of cannon, the fort, ivith 
its ammunition and stores, the shipping in the river, and a 
large quantity of provisions, were all, in the space of a few 
hours, in possession of the enemy. 

With the capital of Georgia, the entire province, also, 
seemed re-united to the British crown. Colonel Campbell 
acted with great policy in securing the submission of the in- 
habitants. His moderation and prudence were more success- 
ful in reconciling their minds to the former constitution, than 
the severity which had generally been adopted by other British- 
commanders ; as Georgia was the only state in the Union, in 
which, after the declaration of independence, a legislative 
body assembled under the authority of Great Britain. 

Meanwhile, general Prevost arrived with his troops from 
St* Augustine, and, having in his way overpowered the garri- 
son at Sunburyi took the command of all the British forces in 
the province : at which period, the campaign ended ; the 
least animated of any since the beginning of the war. 

In the American marine, severe loss had been sustained, 
from the destruction of some of its largest vessels in the Dela- 
ware ; yet, for these misfortunes, regret produced no higher 
feeling than had arisen from the diminution of national power. 
But the fate of the Randolph was unusually afflicting. This 
vessel, a frigate of thirty-six guns and three-hundred men, 
having sailed on a cruise from Charleston, and engaged, in 
the night, an English vessel of sixty-four guns, in about 
a quarter of an hour, blew up; when only four of her 
men were saved upon the fragment of the wreclL. These had 
subsisted, during four days, on rain water, which they drank 
from a piece of blanket. On the fifth day, captain Vincent, 
of the British vessel, Yarmouth, on discovering them, hu- 
manely suspended a chase, and took the wretched sufferers 
on boaird. Captain Biddle, the commander of the Randolph, 
was universally lamented. In the prime of life ; skilled in 
his professional duties ; bold in tlieir execution ; he had ex- 
cited high anticipations of future benefit to liis country. 

The inadequacy of the provision made for the support of 
military officers, had induced many resignations. This forced 
on congress some improvement in their situation. From a 
conviction of the justice and policy of rendering commissions 
valuable, impressed by the warm but -disinterested recom- 
mendations of general Washington, that body resolved, that 
half-pay should be allowed their oflicersj for the term of 
seven years after the expiration of Hheir service ; a remunera- 
tion subsequently extended to the duration of their lives. 
/rrp Throughout the year into which we are now enter- 
ing'; the British aimed al \\X\\^ mote^m the states to 
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the north of Carolina, than depreciation and distress. For this 
purpose, they planned several expeditions. Sir George Collier 
and general Matthew, accompanied by naval and land forceSs 
having, in May, proceeded to Virginia, took possession of Ports- 
mouth ; crossed the river to the remains of Norfolk, and 
seized the shipping. They next marched to Suffolk, Kemp's 
Landing, Gosport, and other places in the neighbourhood ; 
burned or otherwise destroyed the naval stores, shipping, and 
provisions, atxl embarking with three-thousand hogsheads of 
tobaccO) i^Uimed in safety to New York. Soon afterwardSf 
governor Trycm was despatched, with a similar intention^ 
against Connecticut. Accompanied by a numerous land forcei 
under the escort of admiral Collier, he landed at East Ha- 
ven ; then, visited New Haven, Fairfield, and Norwalk : in 
each of which places, there was exhibited a barbarous scene 
of plunder and burning, insult and devastation. No object was 
too valuable, none too contemptible, to save it from destruc- 
tion, or their grasp. No building was sufficiently sacred to 
restrain the torch : what was spared by one party, in the 
morning, was, by another, in the evening, destroyed. 

Whilst tliey were carrying on this desultory warfare, the 
American army was incapable cf coverinjj: the country ; or 
the navy, of proiccting the creeks and harbours. Had Wash- 
ington divided his army, in conformity with the wishes of the 
invaded, he would have subjected his whole force to be des« 
troyed. It was, therefore, his uniform practice, to risk no 
more than was consistent with the general safety : and to tiCf 
with his main body, at a convenient distance from the head 
quarters of the British. His army was, at this p^eriod, sta- 
tioned on both sides of the North river ; the enemy, withing 
their lines, at New York. 

This campaign, though barren of important evems, was 
distinguished, on the fifteenth of July> by one of the most 
gallant enterprises that occurred during the whole war,— the 
capture of Stoney Point, on the North river, by general 
Wayne. 

But that achievement, as well as the brilliant surprise of an 
English garrison at Paulus Hook, by major Lee, was more 
than counterbalanced by the disastrous termination of an en- 
terprise made by the state of Massachusetts, without the 
knowledge of general Washington, against a British post At 
Penobscot. The land-forces were intrusted to general Loy- 
el ; the fleet to commodore Saltonstall. Instead of boldlf 
assaulting the half-finished works, upon which ndt a single gun 
was, at his first appearance, mounted, the general sat respects 
fully down, at seven-hundred-and-fifty jmrds distancei as bo- 
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lore a regular fortification, proceeded to erect a battery, an4 
carnionaded the ieeblf defended place for about a fortnight. 
This delay gave time for admiral Collier to arrive iivith hin 
•quadron to its relief. The American fleet, being overpow- 
ered, was either captured or destroyed. Level converted the 

' dege into a retreat ; and, not only with his soldiers, but the 
aeaman alto, who had escaped on shpre, had to return to Bos- 

, ton a great part of the way by land, througfar thick and unfre- 

^ qoented woods. 

We must again lend our attention to the touthem states. 
In Carolina and Georgia, the royal forces were now carrying 
on a vigorous warfare. Although, in the north, hostilities 
had no other than the avo^fi^ed object of wasting a country 
which could not be enjoyed, the re-establishment of British 
authority was seriously attempted in the south. To superin- 
tend the American forces in that quarter, congress appointed 
general Lincoln. But hh army, excepting a few hundred reg- 
ulars, consisted only of inexperienced, disorderly militia; 
who added more to his numbers than to his strength. 

The first object of the British at Savannah, after being re- 
inforced by the junction of the troops from St. Augustine, waB 
to get possession of Port Royal, in Carolina. From this, how- 
ever, their detachment was gallantly repulsed, by general 
Moultrie. Restrained in that direction, they extended them- 
selves over a great part of Georgia ; fixing posts at Ebenezeff 
and Augusj^a, and endeavouring to increase their strength, by 
drawing to their standard the '< tories" in the western districts 
of this state and Carolina. Several hundreds of these royal- 

%t8 proceeded towards Augusta. Their general character 
was that of a plundering banditti, more solicitous for booty 
than for the interest of the king. They immediately began 
to rob the defenceless settlements. But they were not allow- 
ed to commit, with impunity, so atrocious an outrage against 
society. Colonel Pickens, having assembled a few hundred 
•f the inhabitants, overtook them a^ Kettle creek ; and, in 
three-quarters of an hour, killed, captured, or dispersed the 
entire. 

General ^iocoln fixed encampments on the Carolina ude 
•f the Savannah river, at, Black Swamp, nearly opposite to 
Augusta. From these posts, he formed a plan of entering 
Georgia ; with a view of limiting the British to the low coun- 
try, near the ocean. In the execution of .this design, general 
Ash, with gfteen-hundi'ed North Carolina militia and a few 
tegular troops, after crossing the Savannah, took a positiciti 
Aiar creek Ubot in a few days he w^s surprised by colo- 
n^roBt ; whoj^ having made a drcuitous march, came on 
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his rear with nine hundred-men. The militia were thrown 
into confusion, and fled at the first fire. One-hundred-and- 
fifty of the Americans were killed, and as many taken prison* 
ers. The few continentals, under Elbert, made a bVave re- 
sistance ; but the survivors of this body with their gallant 
leader, were at last compelled to surrender. This event was 
a serious misfortune. It deprived general Lincoln of one- 
fourth of his numbers, and ppenetl a communication between 
the British, the Indians, and the royalists of North and South^ 
Carolina. 

Great apprehensions were accofdini?ly entertained for the 
safety of the adjacent states. The miliiia of South Carolina 
was therefore more efficiently organized, a regiment of cav- 
alry embodied, and John Rutlcdge, a man of distinguished 
abilities, called to the provincial chair ; and, in conjunction 
with his council, invested with dictatorial powers. The orig- 
inal de'sign of penetrating into Georj^jia, was now resumed ; 
and troops, under general Lincoln, for that purpose began 
their march. But, when he had ascended about a hundred- 
and-fifty miles towards the head of the Savannah, general Pre- 
vost, availing himself of the critical moment, crossed with 
twenty- four- hundred, over the same river, into Carolina. Pro- 
ceeding for the capital, he drove before him one divbion left 
under Moultrie, to defend the frontiers ; but, at the same time, 
he was himself followed by another, under Lincoln ; who had 
re-crossed the Savannah, intending to arrest the enemy's pro- 
gress to Charleston. Had the British genera*! continued his 
inarch, with the same rapidity with which it was begun, he 
might have carried the town by a coufi,rd€'main : but he halt-^ 
cd two or three days, when advanced nearly half the dis- 
tance ; and, thus, allowed the Carolinians to make extensive 
preparations towards its defence. For its security, all the 
houses in the suburbs were burned ; lines were carried, in its 
rear, across the peninsula, between Ashley and Cooper rivers, 
cannon mounted along the whole extent, and three-thousand 
men assembled within the works. 

The main body and baggage of the English army being left 
on the south side of Ashley river, a detachment of nine-hun- 
dred men crossed the ferry, and appeared before the town. 
But, after a short stay, which the defenders had artfully con- 
sumed by negotiations, the British general, informed that Lin- 
coln was coming on his rear, retreated with his whole force 
to the islands near the sea. Both armies observed each 
other's motions, until the 20th of June ; when, an attack was 
made by general Lincoln, with about twelve-hundred men, on 
tax or seveii-huodred of the British} advantageously posted at 
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Stono feny : buty owing to some mismanagement, by wbich 
the assailants were disappointed in support, they were under 
the necessity of withdrawing ; after being deprived of the ser» 
nces of one-hundred-and-fifiy men, who were killed or wound* 
ed. Amongst the slain, was colonel Roberts ; an artillery 
officer of distinguished abilities. Bred to arms in his native 
country, EnglaiKl, he had been particularly serviceable in dif- 
fuung militaVy knowledge amongst the less informed of the 
American officers. His last moments were truly characteris- 
tic of the soldier. Being visited on the field of battle by his 
son, captain Roberts, of his own regiment, the expiring father, 
presenting to him his sword, ^' Behave worthy of it," he said ; 
•* use it in defence of liberty and your country. Return to 
your proper station : there, you may be useful ; but, to me, 
you can now be of no service." 

Immediately after this repulse, the American militia impa* 
tient of absence from their homes, retired to their planta- 
tions : the continentals, under the command of Lincoln, with- 
drew to Sheldon; a healthy situation in the vicinity of Beau- 
fort; and the British retreated to Port Royal and Savannah. 

Both armies remained in their respective encampments, un- 
til the arrival of a French fleet on the coast of Georgia, roused 
the whole country to activity. AdmiralD'Estaign, by the de- 
sire of the authorities in Carolina, having sailed, on the 1st of 
September, from the West Indies, appeared so unexpectedly 
to the British, that a ship of fifty guns and three frigates fell 
into his hands. General Lincoln marched towards Savannah; 
and orders were given for the militia of Georgia and South 
Carolina to rendezvous near the same place. The British 
were equally diligent in preparing for defence. D'Estaign, 
previous to the arrival of Lincoln, had demanded the surren- 
der of the town ; upon which. Provost asked for a suspension 
of hostilities, during twenty-four hours, that he might prepare 
terms of capitulation. This was inconsiderately granted. Be* 
fore the time elapsed, several hundred British soldiers, who 
had been stationed at Beaufort, made their way through ma- 
ny obstacles, and joined the royal army in Savannah ; and the 
works were hourly strengthened by the labour of the negroes, 
directed by a skilful engineer. As the hurricane season was 
approaching, when it would be imprudent for D'Estaign to 
risk his valuable fieet on so dangerous a coast, an assault, 
or immediate retreat were the only alternatives. A sense of 
honour determined the besiegers to adopt the former. On 
- the 9th of October, two feints were made with the country mil- 
itia, and a real attack on Spring-Hill battery, with thirty -five- 
^huiidred French troops, sii^-hundred continentals, and three* 
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hundred-and-fifty inhabitants of Charleston, under the com- 
mand of D'Estaign and Lincoln : but a heavy fire from the 
batteries and the shipping threw the front of their columns in- 
to confusion. Two standards were, notwithstanding planted on 
the British redoubts : after which it became necessary to or- 
der a retreat. Six-hundred of the French, and upwards of 
two-hundred of the Americans, were killed or wounded. 
D'Estaign and count Pulaski were wonndcd ; the latter, mor- 
tally. The force of the garrison was between two and three- 
thousand. Their loss was trifling ; as they fired from behind 
a cover, and few bf the assailants returned a shot. 

The siege being raised, D'Estaign re-embarked his troops; 
the continentals retreated over the Savannah river ; and the 
militia ag;ain returned to their plantations. The presence 
of the French admiral in the American waters was not, how* 
ever, without benefit to the republican interest. It caused a 
useful diversion of the royal troops, and the garrison of Rhode 
Island was accordingly withdrawn, on the 15th of October in- 
to New York. 

Whilst tlie fate of Savannah was pending, an jnterprise 
was effected by colonel Joha White, of the Georgia miliiia ; 
which, for extraordinary success, cannot, it is conceived, bo 
paralleled in the annals of military achievements. Captain 
French had been stationed, with about one -hundred British 
soldiers, near the river Ogechee. There were also at the same 
place forty sailors, on board of five English vessels ; four of 
which were armed. All these nien, together with the ves- 
sels, were surrendered to colonel White, captain Elholm, and 
four others; one of whom was the colonel's servant. On the 
preceding night, this small party had kindled a number oi 
fires, and adopted the parade of a large encampment ; by 
which, and a variety of other stratagems, the British officer, 
impressed with an opinion that nothing but immediate sub-r 
misuon, in conformity with a peremptory summons, could 
save his men from being cut to pieces by a superior force, 
yielded, without making any resistance. 

Although the campaign which has been here concluded, 
afiPords several instances of distinguislicd vigour, yet, on the 
whole, it is remarkable for the general lethargy of the Ame- 
ricans. Causes which had previously excited their energy, 
had, in a great measure, lost their influence. In the begm- 
Oing of the war, enthusiasm for liberty made them indifferent 
as to the most valuable property, and fearless of the greatest 
flangers. Their successes had gained them allies, and their 
aUies had inspired confidence. The brbk circ)ilat{9n ff.Jt 
Urge quantity of paper money, h^d caused botU V^^^JW^ 
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decision. Every fear of a happy termination of. the contest^ 
Mras, by these means, banished, and ever/ past misfortune un- 
lamented. But, the failure of eacli succeeding scheme of 
co-operalion with the French, produced despondency amongst 
the troops ; the depreciation of the paper money created stag- 
nation in the pursuits of commerce ; and it was, for a time, 
doubtful, whether the Americans were to be independent citi- 
zens or conquered subjects.* 

No sooner was the departure of the French fleet from Sa- 
vannah known to the British in New York, than Sir Henry 
Clinton, assigned the command of the royal army in this city 
to general Kniphausen, embarked for the south, with seven- 
teen regiments of foot, two-hundred-and-fifty cavalry, and a 
powerful detachment of battering and field guns. After a te- 
dious and dangerous passage, in which, most of the artillery 
irso *"^ ^^^ ^^^ cavahy horses were lost, the troop^ effect- 
ed a landing, on the 4th of February, about thirty, 
miles from Charleston ; took possession of John's Island and 
Stono ferry, James* Island and Wap poo-Cut ; and having 
thrown a bridge over a canal, part of their number took post 
on the banks of Ashley river, opposite to Charleston. 

The governor of the state immediately summoned the mili- 
tia: but, though the necessity was great, few obeyed the press- 
ing call. He did not, however, neglect any means calculated 
to induce their assembling. When the love of country was 
insufficient to promote resistance to the common enemy, he 
appealed to another passion ; which, in the absence of the for- 
mer, is seldom found inactive. Uiider his extraordinary pow- 
ers, he issued a proclamation, requiring those in the country who 
had been regularly enrolled, and ail the inhabitants of Charles- 
Ion capable of bearing arms, to join the American standard, 



* The depreciation of the continental money, the manner of redeem- 
ing which, can never be considered by an honest mind, without feel- 
ings of deep regret, began at diff*erent periods in the different states ; 
but, in general, about the middle of 1777 : two years after its first ap- 
pearance. Towards the end of that year, the depreciation was about 
two or three for one. In 1778, it advanced to six, and, in the follow- 
ing year, to twenty-eight, for one. In 1780, when it amounted to two- 
hundred-mi ll'rons, to fifty or sixty for one of silver: after which period, 
its circulation was only partial ; but, where it did pass, it soon fell to 
one-hundred-and fifty for one. In a few places, it continued in circu* 
lation for the first four or five months of 1781 ; but, at this time, many 
would not take it at any price ; and they who did, received it at the 
rate of several hundreds for one. Besides that immense sum, the pa- 

i^MT bills of the individual states amounted to many millions ; which addy 

^^^ still further to its depreda^ou. 
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under pain of confiscation. Still, however, their brethren in 
the capital received only trifling aid from the people of the 
interior. 

Sir Henry Clinton, after being re -enforced from the garrison 
of Bayannah, made arrangements for commencing the siege. 
He formed a depot, and erected fortifications, on James* Is- 
land, as well as on the main land, opposite in the southern and 
western extremities of the city, and sent across the Ashley an 
advanced party ; who, on the first of ^pril broke ground 
at the distance of eleven-hundred yards from the American 
works. At successive periods, he erected five batteries on 
Charleston Neck ; and, altogethefi conducted his approach on 
a scale of magnitude seldom witnessed before a toWn, which, 
notwithstanding the assiduity of the garrison, had no other de- 
fences than common field-works. The British marine force, 
consisting of eight large and small frigates, carrying in all 
two-hundrcd-and-eighty guns, crossed the bar, and anchored 
in Five-Fathom Hole. The American fleet, composed of 
nine ships, under commodore Whipple, mounting only two« 
hundred-and-twenty guns, was not thought equal to engage 
the enemy, and therefore fell back to the city ; where^ the 
commodore.landed his men and guns, to re-enforce the batte- 
ries. On the 9th of April, the British admiral passed all the 
forts in the harbour ; after which, colonel Pinckney, and a 
part of the men under his command, were withdrawn from 
Sullivan's Island into Charleston. Fort Moultrie surrendered 
on the 6th of May. On the same day, the remains of the 
American cavalry, which had escaped from a late surprise at 
Monk's Corner, were again surprised, by colonel Tarletop, at 
Laneau's ferry, on the Santee ; when the whole were either 
killed or captured, or dispersed ; and the British thus gained 
entire command of the Cooper river. Their batteries of the 
third parallel were opened. Shells were thrown into almost 
every quarter of the town, and several houses were burned^ 
The cannon played at a less distance than a hundred yards. 
The Hessian chasseurs were so near the American lines, that 
they could easily strike any object on them with their rifles. 
The British crossed the wet ditch by sap, advanced within 
twenty-five yards of the worksv and were ready for making a 
general assault, by land and water. All expectation of suc- 
cour was at an end. The only remaining hope was, that nine* 
thootend men, the flower of the British army, supported by a 
natral force, might fail in storming extensive lines, defended 
hy less than three-thousand. The period was awful. Perse- 
verance might provoke revenge, but could not ensure success. ^ 
On the 1 1th of May^ a number of^Yit c\<vL^:\ffi^ ^jW^^ssk.^^^* 
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end Lincoln ; declaring their acquiescence in the terms of 
surrender which the besiegers had some time before offeredi 
and urging him to accept them. The general wrote accord- 
ingljj to Sir Henry Clinton ; who, wishing to avoid the ex* 
tremity of entering the town by storm, and unwilling notwith- 
standing his subsequent progress, to press the unconditional 
surrender of an enemy whose friendship he wished to cpncili- 
ate, returned a favourable answer. A capitulation was sign- 
ed on the 12th ; and, on the next day, the British took posses- 
sion of the city. By this agreement, the garrison were to 
march out of the towD, and deposit their arms in front of the 
work : but their drums were not to beat a British march, noc 
their colours to be uncased. The continental troops and sea- 
men were to keep their baggage, and remain prisoners of war 
until exchanged. The militia were allowed to return homci 
as prisoners on parole ; and the inhabitants of the town were 
placed in the same situation. 

The number that surrendered, including every adult male 
inhabitant, was five-thousand ; but the proper garrison did not 
exceed twenty-five-hundred. The artillery amounted to four- 
hundred. The loss on both sides during the siege, was near- 
ly equal : of the Americans, eighty-nine were killed, and 
one-hundred-and-forty wounded ; of the royal army, seven- 
ty-six were killed, and one-hundred-and-eighty-nine wounded. 
The next object with the British, was to secure the gener- 
al submission of the state. To this end, they posted garrisons 
in different parts of the country, and sent two-thousand men 
towards North Carolina. Colonel Tarleton advanced rapidly, 
with about seven-hundred horse in pursuit of three or four* 
hundred infantry and a few cavalry, who were retreating un- 
der colonel Buford ; and, having overtaken them at the Wax- 
haws, brought them to an action : in which, though the Amer- 
icans had, in the very beginning, sued for quarter, the greater 
part of their number were either killed, or so cruelly man- 
gled as to be incapable of being removed from the field of 
battle. 

Early in June, Sir Henry Clinton, leaving about four-thousand 
men for the southern service, embarked, with the mcun army, 
for New York. On his departure, the command devolved on 
lord Comwallis ; who, having committed the care of the fron- 
tier to lord Rawdon, (afterwards entitled earl of Moira, and 
now the marquis of Hastings,) repaired to Charleston ; where 
he devoted his principal attention to the civil regulations of 
thMB state. In the meantime, the impossibility of removing 
-' with tiimr &milies and property^ and the want of an army, 
- UouDd whose standard they mi^Yil tei^w^ voduced the people, 
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except in the extremities of the province bordering on North 
Carolina, to relinquish all schemes of further resistance. This 
was followed by an unusual calm ; which induced the British 
to suppose that the state was entirely conouered. 

As the enemy advanced to the upper districts, a considera- 
ble number of patriots retreated before them, and took refuge 
in North Carolina. Amongst these, was colonel Siimpter ; a 
distinguished individual, whom a party of exiles had selected as 
their leader. They had no pay, no uniforms, nor any certain 
means of subsistance : they lived upon what chance, or their 
own courage, provided them. They experienced even a 
want of arms and ammunition ; but 'tbey made themselves 
rude weapons from the instruments of husbandry ; and instead 
of balls of lead, they cast them of pewter, from the dishes 
which the patriots gave them for that purpose. But these rc» 
sources were far from being sufficient. They several timcB 
encountered the enemy with only three charges of ammuni- 
tion to each man ; and some who were without arms remained 
aside, waiting until the death or wounds of their companions 
should permit tliem to take their place. Having, at the head 
of this little band of freemen, returned to his own state, he 
took the field against the victorious invaders; and, on the 13th 
of July, two months after the fall of Charleston, routed a de- 
tachment posted in a lane at Williamson's plantation ; th^ 
fii^st effort of renewed warfare, and the first advantage gained 
over the British, since their landing in the beginning of the 
year. His troops, which were, at this time, only one-hutidreds 
increased, in a few days, to six-hundred. With these, he made 
a spirited attack on a party at Rocky Mount ; but, as he had 
no artillery and the enemy were secured behind a breast- 
work, he was obliged to retreat. His next enterprise more 
than compensated for this disappointment. Having attacked 
another detaehment, consisting of a small British regiment 
and a large body of royalists, posted at Hanging-Rock, he al- 
most totally destroyed the former, and dispersed the latter, 
who had advanced from North Carolina, under colonel Bryan. 
This achievement was of most important advantage. The 
panic, occasioned by the fall of Charleston, daily abated. The 
whig militia, on the extremites of the state, formed themselves 
into parties, under leaders of their own choice, and harassed 
the royal army with continual disturbance. 

While Sumpter kept up the spirits of the people, by a suc- 
cession of gallant enterprises, a respectable continental force 
was advancing through the middle states to their relief. These^ 
consisting of the Maryland and Delaware troops, under gene- 
ral GUtesi reached Cleriponty thirteen miles frooi Qtnukni^ 
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about the middle of August ; after escaping imminent danger 
of destruction, from the heat of the season, the unhealthy cli- 
mate, and insufficiency of food ; in passing many hundred 
miles, through pine-barrens, swamps, and sand-hills. 

As those indefatigable Americans were approaching, lord 
Rawdon concentrated his forces at Camden. Encouraged by 
these favourable events, — the retreat of the enemy from their 
out-posls, and the appearance of their friends ; the citizens of 
Carolina, impatient of insolence, rapine, and subjection, re- 
joiced in the prospect of freeing their country from its op- 
pressors. Gates displayed the utmost energy and wisdom in 
fostering the growing spirit. His measures were followed by 
a general revolt; and his strength, increased by the arrival of 
some Virginia militia, led by general Stephens, promised a 
durable emancipation. His army was nearly four thousand 
men ; of whom, however, only a fourth were regulars. ' On 
the approach of Gates, lord Cornwallis hastened from Charles- 
ton to Camden ', where he arrived on the 1 4th of August. 
His force did not exceed two-thousand ; an inferiority which 
would have justified a retreat : but, choosing rather to stake 
his fortune on the decision of an immediate battle, he marched 
from Camden on the following night ; intending to attack the 
Americans in their camp at Clermont. Gates, also, having 
ji;noved forward, that he might secure an advantageous position, 
their advanced parties met ki the night, and engaged. The 
American cavalry recoiled at the first fire, and threw the whole 
line of the main body into confusion. But they soon recover- 
ed their order, and both armies skirmished until morning. 
When the day broke, the engagement became general. 
The Americans suffered a heavy loss. At the first onset, 
nearly all the Virginia militia, on being charged with bayonets, 
threw down their arms, and fled ; and a considerable part of 
the North Carolina militia followed the unworthy example. 
But the regular troops of Maryland and Delaware, commanded 
by a German officer, baron de Kalb, bravely maintained their 
ground, until overpowered by numbers, annual most surrounded. 
Th^ British took two-hundred-and-ninety wounded prisoners ; 
of whom, two-hundred were continentals, eighty were Nortli 
Carolina, and two Virginia militia ; together with the whole 
of the American artillery, two-hundred wagons, and the great- 
er part of the baggage. General Gregory, who commanded 
that portion of the North Carolina militia which continued 
in action, was twice wounded by a bayonet. Baron de Kalb, 
the second in command under general Gates, was taken 
prisoner by Tarleton's cavalry, and died, on the next day, of 
Jus wounds. His merit was not neglected by his Transatian* 
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tk friends. Congress resolved that a monument^ with a very 
honourable inscription should be erected to his memory, at 
Annapolis. 

To embitter the distressing situation of the Americans, the 
defeat of Gates was followed by the surprise and dispersion of 
Sumpter's corps. Sunipter, now promoted to the rank of 
brigadier- general, after taking a number of prisoners, and de- 
priving the British of some stores, had found it expedient, on 
learning the misfortune which had befallen his superior, to 
retreat ; when, his party, overcome by fiotigue, and unable to 
observe even the usual caution in guarding against surprise, 
were attacked at Fishing creek ; and JdU: that were not killed 
or captured, were dispersed. 

Soutli Carolina seemed a second time subdued. Those 
who had nobly entered the field of battle, were scattered or 
imprisoned ; or had fallen, never again to aid in rescuing 
their country. Some, whose professions, or imbecilities, had 
prevented them from becoming soldiers, but whose firmness 
on the side of liberty made them, even when at home, danger- 
ous enemies to the invaders, were banished from the state ; 
many submitted to the victors through necessity, and others 
through inclination. The mischievous effects of human 
slavery now became apparent. As the slaves had no interest 
in their own persons, a change of masters was to them no 
misfortune ; and, as they had no interest in the state, 'its sub- 
jugation was a matter of triumph. 

After the defeat of general Gates, the miserable remnant 
of his army, which had rendezvoused it Charlotte, retreated 
to Salisbury, and from Salisbury to Hillsborough. There 
was no army to oppose lord Cornwallis. But, what was 
wanting in the strength of one party, was in a great measure 
supplied by the weakness of the other. Unaccustomed to the 
noxious air of a Carolina sunuDer^ sickness restrained the 
weapons which could not be opposed, and checked the Brit- 
ish soldiers in their pursuit of conquest. 

About the time when Sumpter wits rewarded with the rank 
of general, another partisan was advanced to the same rank. 
This was Marion ; an officer much celebrated in the annals 
of his country. For several weeks, he had under his com- 
mand only seventy men ; at one time, no more than twenty- 
five. Yet, with this little band, he kept the field amidst sur- 
rounding foes, ai>d harassed the quarters of the royal arrny 
with unremitting sallies. But open resistance to British gov- 
ernment was not confined to these. There was, without any 
Apparent design, a powerful combination of several com- 
inandcrs of the adjacent-«tates. Colonel Campbell^ of' Vi5:-> 
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giiua; colonels Cleveland, Shelby, Sevier, and McDowell, of 
North Carolina ; together with colonels Lacey, Hawthorn, and 
Hill, of South Carolina; assembled with sixteen -hundred 
men : thou^^h they were under no ji^eneral command, and 
were not called uiwn by any anthority whatever. They had 
so little of the mechanism of a regular army, that the colo- 
nels, by mutual consent, commanded, each in rotation, for a 
day. The hardships suffered by these volunteers were great. 
At night, the earth afforded them a bed, and the limbs of trees 
were their only covering. Ears of com or pompions, thrown 
into the fire, with occasional supplies of beef or venison, 
killed and roasted in the woods, were the chief articles of their 
provision. The running stream quenched their thirst : they 
had neither spirituous liquors nor stores of any kind. 

Having selected about a thousand of their best men, they 
mounted them on their fleetest horses ; and, on the 7th of Oc- 
tober, attacked major Ferguson, a British officer who had col- 
lected a corps of royal militia, on the top of King's Moun- 
tain, near the confines of North and South Carolina. The 
Americans formed three parties. Colonel Cleveland address- 
ed his division in the following unvarnished, though energetic, 
language : " My brave fellows, we have beaten the tories, and 
we can again beat them. They are all cowards. If they had 
the spirit of men, they would join thtir fellow-citizt^ns, in sup- 
porting the independence of their country. When engaged, 
you are not to wait the word of command from me, I will 
show you, by my example, how to fight. I can undertake no 
more. Every man must consider himself as an officer, and 
act from his own judgment. Fire as quick as you can, and 
stand as long as you can. When you con do no better, get 
behind trees, or retreat. But I beg you will not run quite off. 
If we be repulsed, let us make a point to return, and re- 
new the fight. Perhaps, we may have better luck in the se- 
cond attempt, than in the first. If any be afraid, such have 
leave to retire ; and they are requested immediately to take 
themselves off." 

Ferpjuson boldly met the assailants with fixed bayonets, and 
compelled them successively to retire : but they only fell back 
a short distance ; and, concealed amonj^st trees and rocks, 
renewed the fire. The British being uncovered, were aimed at 
by the marksmen, and many of their party were slain. After 
a severe battle, major Ferguson, who had displayed the ut- 
most bravery, received a mortal wound ; and as there was no 
prospect of successful resistance, or of escape, the contest 
was ended by his submission. Upwards of eight-hundred be- 
I came prisoners, and two-hundred were killed and wounded. 
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An unusual number of the killed were found shot in the head. 
Riflemen brought down each other, so effectually) that their 
eyes remained, after they were dead, one shut and the other 
open ; in the ordinary manner of marksmen when leveling at 
their object. 

During the first three months which followed the defeat of 
the American army near Camden, general Gates was indus^ 
triously preparing to take the field. Having collected a force 
at Hillsborough, he advanced to Salisbury, and, soon after* 
wards, to Charlotte. He had done every thing in his power 
to repair the injuries of his defeat^ and was again in a condi- 
tion to meet the enemy : but, from the influence, which, in a 
commonwealth, popular opinion has over public measures, 
congress resolved to supersede him> and order an examination 
of his conduct. 

In the northern states, the campaign was barren of impor- 
tant events. The only movement, worthy of attention, was 
made by general Kniphausen, from New York ; intended rath- 
er for devastation than conquest. From Ellzabethtown, in 
New Jersey, this oflicer proceeded, in June, to Connecdcut 
farms : where, besides a number of dwelling houses, he burn- 
ed the Presbyterian church, and then continued his progress 
towards Springfield. As he advanced, he was annoyed by col- 
onel Dayton, with a few militia, and by general Mascwell ; 
who, with some continental troops, was stationed at a bridge 
to dispute his passage. Here, the British made a halt ; and 
soon afterwards returned to Ellzabethtown : but, being re-en- 
forced, they advanced, a second time, towards Springfield. 
They were now opposed by general Greene, with a consider- 
able body of regulars from the head quarters of the northern 
army at Morristown. But superior numbers compelled the 
Americans to retreat. The British, instead of improving 
their advantage, began to bum tW town of Springfield ; and^ 
after destroying about fifty houses, again retired : with the en- 
raged militia in their rear, until they reached Elizabethtown. 
By such desultory operations, were hostilities, at this timns^ 
carried on, in the northern states. Individuals were killed) 
houses were burned, much injury was done, but nothing ef- 
fected, tending either to reconcilement or subjugation. 

Tl^e distress suffered by the American army, did not arrive 
at its highest pitch until the present season. The officers of 
the Jersey line, now addressed a memorial to their state le- 
gislature, complaining, that four months* pay of a private 
would not procure for hb family a ^gle bushel of wheat : 
Ihat the pay of a colonel would not purchase oata far Ua. 
horse; and that a common labourer r^c^V^^^i^^'Qat^ 

\3 
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much as an American officer. They urged) that unless an 
immediate remedy were provided, the . total dissolution of 
their line was inevitable ; and concluded, by saying, that their 
pay should be realized, either by Mexican dollars, or some- 
thing equivalent. Nor was the insufficiency of their support 
the only motive to complaint. Other causes of discontent 
prevailed. The original idea of a continental army, to be 
raised, paid, and regulated, upon an equal and uniform prin- 
ciple, had beeo, in a great measure, exchanged, for that of 
state establishments ; a pernicious measure, partly originating 
from necessity, because, state credit was not quite so much de* 
predated as continental. Some states, from their superior abil* 
ity, furnished their troof Sjnot only with clothing, but with many 
articles of convenience. Others supplied them with mere 
necessaries ; whilst a few^ from their particular situation, could 
give little, or perhaps nothing. The officers and men, in the 
routine of duty, daily intermixed and made comparisons. 
Those who fared worse than others, were dissatisfied with a 
service that allowed such injurious distinctions. Mutiny be- 
gan to spread, and at length broke out amongst the soldiers 
at fort Schuyler. Thirty-one privates of that garrison went 
-off in a body. They were overtaken, and thirteen of their 
number instantly killed. About the same time, two regimoits 
of Connecticut troops mutinied, and got under arms ; deter- 
mined to return home, or gain subsistence by the bayonet. 
Their officers reasoned with them, and used every argument 
that eould interest their passions or their pride. They at 
first answered, " Our sufferings are too great — we want pre- 
sent relief." But military feelings were, in the end, triumph- 
ant : after much expostulation, they went back to the encamp- 
ment. 

It is natural to suppose, that the British commander would 
not lose so favourable an opportunity of severing the discon- 
tented from their companions, and attracting them to his own 
standard. He circulated a printed paper in the American 
camp ; tending to heighten the disorder by exaggeration, and 
create desertion, by promises of bounty and caresses. But, 
so great was the firmness of the soldiery, and so strong their 
attachment to their country, that, on the arrival of only a scanty 
supply of meat, for their immediate subsistence, military duty 
was cheerfully performed, and the rolls were seldom dishon- 
oured by desertion. 

The necessities of the American army grew so pres^g, 
that Washington was constrained to call on the magistrates of 
)he adjacent counties for specified quantities of provii^onS| to 
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be supplied in a given number of days ; and, at other times, 
was compelled to send out detachments, to bring away sub* 
sistence at the point of the bayonet. Even this expedient at 
length failed ; the country, in the vicinity of the army, being 
soon exhausted. His situation was painfully embarrassing* 
The army looked to him for provisions ; the inhabitants, for 
protection. To supply the one, and not offend the other, 
seemed impossible. To preserve order and subordination, in 
an army of, republicans, even when v^ell fed, regularly paid, 
and comfortably clothed, is not an easy task ; but, to retain 
them in service, and subject them to the rules of discipline, 
when wanting, not only the comforts, but often the necessaries, 
of life, requires such address and abilities, as are rarely found 
in human nature. These were, however, combined in Wash- 
ington. He not only kept his army in the field, but opposed 
those difficulties with so much discretion, as to command the 
approbation both of the soldiers and the people. 

To obviate these evils, congress sent a committee of their 
own members to the encampment of their main army. They 
confirmed the representations previously made, of the dis- 
tresses, and the disorders arising from commissaiial mismanage- 
ment, which every where prevailed. In particular, they stated) 
that the army was unpaid for five months ; that it seldcrin bad 
more than six days* provision in advance ; and was, on diffsreiit 
occasions, for several successive days, without meat ; that the 
horses were destitute of forage ; that the medical depart- 
ment had not any sugar, tea, chocolate^ wine, nor spirituous ]!• 
quors of any kind ; that every department was without money, 
and without credit ; and that the patience of the soldiers, worn 
down by the pressure of complicated sufferings, was on the 
point of being exhausted. 

Misfortunes, from every quarter, were, at this time, pour- 
ing in upon the United States. But they seemed to rise in 
the midst of their distresses, and g^in strength from the pres- 
sure of calamities. When congress could obtain neither mon- 
ey nor credit for the subsistence of their army, the inhabi« 
tants of Philadelpliia gave three-hundred-thousand dollars, to 
procure a supply of necessary provisions for the suffering 
troops : and the ladies of that city, at the same time, contrib- 
uted largely to their immediate relief. Their example was 
very generally followed. The patriotic fiame, which blazed 
forth in the beginning of the war was rekindled. The dif- 
ferent states were ardently excited ; and it was arranged, that 
the regular army should be ndsed to thiiiy-five-thousand ef- 
fective men. 

France, toos about the same time, determined to augnjont 
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fidential situations from those who are under the dominion of 
expensive pleasure. 

France was not the only nation that felt an interest in the 
colonial war. Spain did not suffer the favourable juncture to 
elapse, without attempting; to regain at least a part of her for- 
mer losses in the western hemisphere. The summer in which 
Louis had declared liis friendship for the United States, had 
Jvcarctly commenced, when the Spanish monarch, on some 
general pretences, announced hosiilitics against Britain ; and 
directed his governor of Lousianna to invade her settle- 
ments in E:\st and West Florida ; an enterprise attended with 
complete success. But he was not so fortunate in the de- 
signs of recovering Gibraltar and Jamaica. By the vigilance 
of admirals Rodney and Darby, general Elliot, having re- 
ceived a supply of provis\ons for the starving garrison of 
Gibraltar, was enabled, by extraordinary exertions, to frus- 
trate the Spaniards, in their memoriable siege of that great 
fortress ; and the superior seamanship of Rodney having pro- 
duced the defeat and capture of admiral De Grasse, in the West 
Indied) there no longer existed any fear for the safety of Ja- 
maica. 

These abortive plans operated severely against the United 
States ; especially the latter misfortune : which, as already no- 
ticed, prevented the co-operation of count de Guichen with 
admiral do Tcrnay, when the btter was blocked up by the 
English, at Rhode Island. But tiiis was, in a short time, coun- 
terbalanced, by the opposition made to Great Britain through 
the armed neutrality of the northern powers, and a rupture 
between that country and the Dutch. 

The naval superiority of England had, for ages, been to 
the other European states a subject of envy and regret. The 
imperious claim which she had long exacted, that the flags of 
all nations should pay obeisance to her ships of war, could not 
be otherwise than mortifying to independent sovereigns. This, 
however-, was not their only subject of complaint. Vanous 
litigations had arisen, between the commanders of Biutish arm- 
ed vesr^cls and those in the service of neutral countries, as to 
the extent of the commerce allowable during a strict and fair 
neutrality. The British insisted on capturing all supplies in- 
tended for their enemies. The empress of Russia opposed 
this innovaiiDn ; which, power, not right, had prompted them 
so injuriously to practise. She addressed a manifesto to the 
courts of London, Versailles, and Madrid ; the three Europe- 
an bellij^erants : wherein she maintciined. That neutral ships 
ahould enjoy a free navigation, even from port to port of the 
"Rations at war, and on their co^aVs -, ^ndiVv^i^l atilcles belong- 



THE UNITED STATES. 151 

ing to the contending parties, should, when on board those I 
vessels, be free from capture ; excepting warlike stores, am- J 
munition, and g^oods destined for places actually blockaded or / 
besieged. These principles were communicated by Catha- ': 
line to the Dutch republic, and to the sovereigns of Denmark, ' 
Sweden, and Portugal ; from all of whom, except the latter, 
a concurrence in opinion was received. Thus, the usurped 
authority of Great Britain was checked ; a restraint the more 
embarrassing, as it emanated from a power in whose friendf 
ship, she had confided. 

Holland, it appears, required not the stimulating hand of 
Russia, to array her against a nation, which, in tlie preceding 
century, in violation of an ancient treaty, had surprised her 
colonies, and made extensive inroads on her commerce. Few 
European states had a brighter prospect of advantage from 
American independence : none was more acute in discerning, 
none more ready in discovering the means of promoting, the 
profit of her merchants. Complaints had been made by the 
court of London, respecting the illicit commerce alleged to be 
carrying on between the Dutch at St. Eustatia and the Amer- 
cans; and succours were demanded by the former, agreeably 
with a compact formed in the reign of Charles the Second. 
But the event which occasioned a declaration of war, was the 
capture of Mr. Laurens, when on his passage to the Nether- 
lands, in order to negotiate a loan and a treaty on the part of 
the United States. Papers being found with the American 
minister, confirming the British in their suspicions of the hos- 
tile intentions of the Dutch republic, the English ambassador 
received instructions from his government to depart from the 
Hague ; and war against that country was soon afterwards pub- 
lished in London. The gathering storm of British vengeance 
burst forth on St. Eustatia ; an island of small value in itself, 
but highly important as the seat of an extensive commerce. 
The wealth then concentrated in this barren spot, is almost 
incredible. The whole island seemed to be one vast maga- 
zine: the store-houses were filled, the beach was covered, 
with valuable commodities. The amount of three-millions 
sterling fell into the hands of the British captors ; a booty still 
further increased by. subsequent arrivals. Yet the public in- 
terest of Britain was deeply injured by the prize. Whilst ad- 
niira\ Rodney and his oflicers were bcv;ildcred in the sales of 
confiscated property at St. Eustatia ; and, especially, whilst 
his fleet was weakened by a large detachment sent with the 
produce of the sales to England ; the French were silently ex- 
ecuting a scheme, which insured them a superiority on the 
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American coasti add caused the total nun of the British army 
10 the United States. 

1781 Some extraneous aid appeared essential to support 
the patriots, amidst the numerous misfortunes which 
assailed them. At no period of the war, were their domes- 
tic idRTairs in a more deplorable situation. Famine, mutiny^ 
amongst the Pennsylvania, and part of the New Jersey, troops; 
as well as a total annihilation of public credit ; threatened the 
dissolution of the army, and a melancholy termination of all 
their labours. The American general Clinton, in a letter to 
Wasliington, dated at Albany, about the middle of April, says, 
<< There is not now, independent of fort Schuyler, three days' 
provisions for the troops, in the whole department ; nor any 
prospect of procuring any. The recruits of the new levies I 
cannot receive, because I have nothing to give them. The 
Canadian families I have been obliged to deprive of their 
scanty pittance ; contraiy to every principle of humanity. The 
quarter-master's department is wholly useless. The public ar- 
moury has been shut up for nearly three weeks ; and a total 
suspension of every military operation has ensued." 

These events, however, were not unforeseen by the rulers of 
America* New resources were providentially opened, and the 
war was carried on with the same vigour as before. A large 
amount of gold and silver was introduced, by a beneficial 
trade with the Spanish West India islands ; and the king of 
France lent the United States several millions of livres, be- 
sides pledging his security for a larger sum borrowed for their 
use in Holland. A regular system of finance also was adopt- 
ed, under the direction of Robert Morris ; who made the dif- 
ferent arrangements with great judgment and economy. The 
Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, the oldest monied 
institution in the United States, this year established by a char- 
ter from congress, was eminently useful in furnishing it with 
the sinews of war. The issuing of paper money under the 
authority of government was discontinued, and the public en- 
gagements were made payable in coin. The old continental 
money ceased to have currency. Two-hundred -millions of pa- 
per dollars were made redeemable by five-millions of ttlver ; 
a measure submitted to without any tumults. Public faith was 
indeed violated : hut the money, having, in a great measurei 
gone out of the hands of those who had received it at the origi- 
nal value, it was in the possesion of others, who had obtained 
it at the rate not exceeding what was fixed by the scale of de- 
preciation ; and the redemption of the bills at their nominal 
value> instead of remedying the distresses of th» suSerers^ 
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would, it was thought, in many cases have increased them ; by 
subjecting their property to a taxation of greater amount than 
that of the paper which had finally rested in their hands. 

The British were at this time, carrying on the most exten- 
sive plan of operations attempted since the beginning of the 
war. Hostilities raged, not only in the vicinity of their head 
quarters at New York, but in Georgia, South Carolina, North 
Carolina, and Virginia. The industry with which the per- 
fideous Arnold lent his aid, under his new commission, was 
calculated to impress the idea of a sincere devotion to the 
British cause. His extensive ravages, together with his 
plundering achievements, in Virginia and Connecticut, made 
it difficult to judge, whether his recent. warfare, in the charac- 
ter of incendiary and robber, did not more than compensate 
the enemy for ihe damage before sustained from the arms of 
his heroic countrymen ; led by himself to successive victories^ 
through a desire of fame. 

The good fortune which attended the British troops, since 
they had reduced Savannah and Charleston, encouraged them 
to pursue their object, by advancing from the latter to North 
Carolina. To relieve the southern states, though congress 
were unable to forward either men or money, yet they did 
what was equivalent. Tliey sent them a general, whose milip 
tary talents were equal to a numerous army. The Dominatioii 
to this important trust was left to the commander-in-chic£ 
He mentioned general Greene, as an^ officer in whose abilitiesy 
fortitude, and integrity, from a long and intimate acquaintancey 
he had the most entire confidence. 

The same day on which general Greene took charge (^ 
the army at Charotteville, he received information of a suc- 
cessful enterprise by colonel (late captain) Washington. Be- 
ing out on a foraging excursion, this active officer had pene- 
trated within thirteen miles of Camden, to Clermont ; the 
seat of colonel Rugely, of the British miUtia. This was for- 
tified by a block-house, encompassed by an abattis, and de- 
fended by one -hundred of the inhabitants who had submitted 
to the royal government. Colonel Washington advanced be- 
fore it, planted the trunk of a pine tree, so as to resemble a 
field piece, and made a peremptory demand of an immediate 
surrender. The stratagem had the desired effect. Dreading 
a cannonade, the garrison instantly obeyed the summons, with- 
out a shot having been fired on either side. 

The whole southern army now consisted of about two-thou- 
sand men ; more than a half of whom were militia, in a very 
relaxed state of discipline. Having divided his force, the 
commander sent general Morgan with a detachment into thft 
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district of Ninty-six, in the western extremily of South Caro- 
lina ; whilst he himself marched with the main body to Hick's 
creek) on the north side of the Pedee, opposite to Cheraw 
Hill. Morgan was not long without employment. Loi*d 
Comwallis, heing at this time far advanced in preparations for 
invading North Carolina, could not, agreeably with the policy 
of war, leave an enemy in his rear ; and therefore sent against 
him colonel Tarlcton,at the head of about eleven hundred men. 
Tarlcton had two field pieces* a superiority of infantry, in the 
proportion of fire to four, and of cavali7, in the propoi lion 
of three to one. Under these advantages, he ciigaged 
general Morgan at the Cowpens, on the 1 7th of Janu- 
ary ; with the expectation of driving lim out of the state. 
But the impetuosity of Tarleton, which had gained him high . 
reputation, when he had surprised an incautious enemy, or at- 
tacked a panic struck malitia, was at this time the occasion of 
his ruin. Impatient of delay, he engaged with fatigued troops, 
led them into action before they were properly formed, or ihe 
reserve h^d taken its ground ; and after one of the severest 
conflicts witnessed in the course of the whole war, was de- 
feated, with the loss of three-hundred men killed and wound- 
ed; besides five-hundred prisoners, his artillery, and bag- 
gage. The Americans had only twelve killed and six- 
ty wounded. General Morgan was ably supported by colo- 
nels Washington, Howard, and Pickens ; who, as well as their 
commander, were honoured by congress with distinguished 
testimonies of their good conduct in this arduous engagement. 
The defeat of Tarleton, his favourite oiHcer, surprised and 
mortified, but did not discourage, lord Cornwallis. By vigor- 
ous exertions, he hoped soon to obtain reparation for the late 
disaster ; and, accordingly, commenced a pursuit of general 
Morgan ; who had moved off towards Vii-ginia with his prison- 
ers. Greene immediately left his main army under the com- 
mand of general Huger, and, escorted by a few dragoons, rode ^ 
a hundred-and-fifty miles through the country, to join the de- 
tachment under Morgan ; that he miglit be in front of lord 
Cornwallis, and superintend the movements of both divisions. 
As Corawallis was gaining ground upon him, the American 
commander ordered the prisoners to Charlotteville, and the 
troops to Guilford Court-house; whither, he had directed 
Huger to proceed with the main army. The British general 
at length destroyed nearly all his baggage-, and thus, relieved 
from the burthen of every appendage not essential for imme- 
diate subsistence, urged tli^ pursuit, with so much rapidity, 
that he reached the Catawba the evening of the same day on 
Ib^dUcfa his iiying adversary had crossed it. Before the next 
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day, a heavy fall of rain made the river impassible ; an event, 
which, in a signal manner, favoured the Americans : had it 
taken place only a few hours earlier, General Morgan, with 
his whole detachment, and five hundred prisoners, would have 
had scarcely any chance of escaping. Still, the ardom* of the 
Biitish was unabated. When the fresliet had, in some degree, 
subsided, they marched through the river, which was upwards 
of five-hundred yards wide, and three feet deep; sustaining a 
constant fire from the militia on the opposite bank, without re- 
turning a single shot until they had effected their passage. 
As soon as they reached the shore, the Americans dispersed, 
the latter continued to fly, and the former to pursue. But the 
swelling of the river Yadkin again offered a barrier to ob- 
struct the British army ; a second interposition of the floods ; 
which, being considered, by many, as the immediate hand of 
Providence, gave fresh vigour to their exertions in favour of 
independence. \ 

In the meantime, the two divisions of the American anny 
had formed a junction, at Guilford Court-house ; but their 
number was so much inferior to the British, that general 
Greene could not, with any propriety, risk an action. He 
therefore held a council of officers; who unanimously con- 
curred in opinion, that he ought to retire over the Dan, and 
avoid a battle, until re-enfoiced. Lord Cornwallis had 
yet hopes of getting between the Americans and Virginia. 
But in this expectation he was deceived. The rapidity of one 
general was evaded by a corresponding celerity in the other. 
On the 14th of February, the American light troops having 
retired on that day upwards of forty miles, general Greene 
(grossed the river Dan into that province, with his entire army, 
artillery, and baggage. 

He did not allow his men to remain long inactive. Being 
informed that many of the inhabitants of North Carolina were 
preparing to make submission to the British general, he shortly 
afterwards re-crossed the river ; accompanied by a brigade of 
Virginia militia ; for the purpose of keeping alive the courage 
of his party. Some of his light troops, commanded by colo- 
nel Lee, fell in with three-hundred- and-fifty of the royalists, 
on their way to join the British standard at Hillsborough; 
when these, mistaking the Americans for a royal detachment 
sent to their support, were cut down, as they were crying out 
" God save the king !** and making protestations of their loy- 
alty. That was not the only misfortune of a similar kind, 
which attended these unnatural attempts at co-operation. 
Colonel Tarleton put to the sword several parties of Uie same 
<le8cripti<»>} in their advance to the British quarters; miatak" 
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ing thcTO for the patriotic militia of the country : events which 
overset all the schemes of lord ComwalJls, and entirely stop- 
ped the recruiting service in behalf of the royal army. 

Whilst general Greene was unequal even to defensive oper- 
atumsy be lay for seven days within a few miles of the British 
camp : but took a new position eveiy niprht ; by which fre- 
quency of movement, lord Coniwallis could not gain intelli- 
gence of his situation, in time to attack him with proper ad- 
vantage. He manoeuvred in this manner for three weeks ; dur- 
ing which time, he was often obliged to ask bread from the 
common soldiers, having no provisions of his own. At the 
end of that period, a re-enibrcement arrived. This gave him 
a superiority of numbers, and determined him no long:er to 
avoid a battle. An action took place, on the 15th of March, 
at Guilford Court-house. The American army consisted of 
about four-thousand-four-hundred men, drawn up in three 
lines ; of whom more than a half were militia ; the British, 
of about twenty-four-hundred ; chiefly troops inured to victory. 
After a brisk cannonade in front, the British advanced in three 
columns, and attacked the first line, composed of North Caro- 
lina militia. It gave ivay before the enemy were within a 
hundred yards. This was owing to the misconduct of a colo- 
nel ; who called out to an officer at some distance, that he 
would be surrounded. The militia were obliged to quit the 
field. The regulars maintained the conflict with great spirit 
for an hour and a half; but the discipline of the British sol- 
diers finally prevailed. A retreat was therefore directed ; and 
general Greene, about four-hundred of his men having been 
killed or wounded, retired in good order to Speedwells iron- 
works, ten^miles from the field of battle. This was a dearly pur- 
chased victory. Lord Comwallis lost the service of a third of 
his army, by death or wounds, and was in no condition to im- 
prove his advantage. 

During these interesting "occurrences, the whig inhabitants 
of South Carolina were animated by the gallant exertions of 
Sumpter and Marion ; the former, io the western entremity, 
ably supported by colonels Neil, Lacy, Hill, Bratton, Winn, 
and Brandon ; the latter, in the north-eastern ; by colonels P. 
and H. Horry, colonels Baxter and Postell, with majors Pos- 
tell and James. 

An affair in which major Postell was concerned, may serve 
to show the spirit of the times, and, especially, the indiffer- 
ence for property which then prevailed. A captain of the 
royal army, with twenty-five grenadiers, having taken post in 
the house of Postell's father, the major placed his small army 
of twenty-one militia ao as to command its doors, and then 
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called on them to surrender. This being refased) he set fire 
to an out-house ; was proceeding to bura the dwelling in which 
they were posted ; and nothing but their imnnediate siubmis- 
sion restrained him from sacrificing his father's valuable es* 
tablishment for the interest of his country. 

Another event is still more worthy of admiration ; as pro- 
ceeding from the patriotic feeling of the female sex : who 
are less enabled to recover, by future industry, from the de« 
vastations of civil war. The British having built some works 
around Mrs. Motte's dwelling, situated above the fbrk, on the 
south side of the Congaree, she aided the Americans in burn- 
ing her own house ; and was thus the means of compelling 
the garrison of nearly two hundred men to surrender at dis- 
cretion. The manner of accomplishing this was singular. 
Opposite to the hill on which this lady's mansion stood, was 
'another elevation, where she resided in the old farm-house. 
On this height colonel Lee was posted, while general Marion 
occupied the eastern declivity of the ridge on which the fort 
stood. Lee having imparted to Mrs. Motte his design of burn- 
ing her mansion by means of combustible matter conveyed by 
arrows, this ipagnanimous woman cheerfully presented him 
with a bow and its apparatus imported from India. The first 
arrow struck, and kindled a flame : a second and a third were 
equally successful, and very soon the entire roof was in a blaze. 

The movements of lord Comwallis after the battle of Guil- 
ford, indicated rather a defeat than a victory. Leaving his 
sick and wounded with the neighbouring loyalists, he began 
a march towards Wilmington ; which had all the appearance 
of a retreat. The Americans followed, until they arrived at 
Ramsey's mill, on Deep river. Comwallis refreshed his army 
for about three weeks, and then moved to Petersburg, in Vir- 
ginia. Even before it was known that the British commander 
had determined on this step, general Greene had formed the 
bold resolution of returning to South Carolina. Here, the 
British had erected a chain of forts, from that capital to the 
extreme districts of the state ; which had regular communica- 
tions with each other. The first object of Greene's attack, 
was Camden ; a village garrisoned by lord Rawdon, with nine 
hundred men. But, as his force consisted only of about an 
equal number of continentals, with a few hundred militia, he 
was unequal to the task of carrying the place by storm, or of 
completely investing it ; and therefore chose a good position, 
about a mile distant, in expectation of alluring the garrison 
from their lines. Lord Rawdon indulged him in his desire. 
With great spirit, he sallied out, and defeated his antagonists ; 
after which, he returned to Camden ; while the Amevlcvoa^ 
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having retreated in good order, encamped about five miles be- 
yond their former poution. 

Soon afterwards. Lord Rawdon, finding tliat his commum- 
catioo with the capital was cut off, burned a considerable por- 
tion of the town, and retired to the southward of the Santee. 
The British lost six posts in rapid succession, and abandoned 
all the north-eastern extremities of the state. But the bright 
prospect^ now opening to the American army, was, in a short 
time, obscured, by a heavy gloom. When nearly masters of 
the whole country, they experienced many severe repulses, 
particularly at Ninety-Six, and were compelled to retreat to 
its utmost boundary. Greene was advised to retire, with hh 
remaining force, to Virginia. To this suggestion, he repliedf 
^ I will recover South Carolina, or die in the attempt.'' He 
adopted the only expedient now left him ; that of avoiding 
an engagement until the British force should be divided. His 
determination was re^\'arded with the most signal success. Af- 
ter a series of manoeuvi'es, which deranged the entire plan of 
the British operations, on the eighth of September, he attack- 
ed their muin body, encamped, under the command of colo- 
nel Stuart, at Eutaw Springs, and overthrew them, with a loss, 
on their side, of eleven-hundred men, including prisoners and 
wounded. 

In the close of the year, Greene moved down into the low- 
er country ; and, about the same time, the British, abandoning 
their out-posts, retired, with their whole force, to Charleston 
Neck. The holding of the interior was relinquished : the con- 
querors, who had lately carried their arms to the extremities 
of the state, now seldom aimed at any thing more than to se- 
cure themselves in the vicinity of the capital. 

The battle of Eutaw may be considered as ending the war 
in South Carolina : a few excursions were afterwards made by 
the British ; but nothing of more general consequence than the 
loss of property and oF individual lives. 

When last we spoke of lord Cornwallis, he was marching to- 
wards Petersburg. Various plans of operation had occurred 
to him : whether he should return to south Carolina by sea ; 
follow general Greene directly through the barren country; or, 
leaving that province to the care of Lord Rawdon, persevere 
in his design against Virginia. The last object was, after much 
delibeiation, embraced ; judging that the possession of the lat- 
ter would, at any time, insure the obedience of South Caroli- 
na. In less than a month he reached Petersburgh ; where he 
was joined by a numerous detachment, under general Philips ; 
but, in proceeding on his march, he was closely observed, and 
occasiomlly impeded, by the Marquis La Fayette ; who, With 
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a few thousand troops^ was intrusted with the principal com- 
mand in that state. At Williamsburgh, the rear of the Brit- 
ish army, being attacked by colonel Butler, sustained consid- 
erable loss ; and was afterwards in no small degree inconve- 
nienced by the manceuvering of general Wayne. Finally, lord 
Comwaliis, in conformity with the instructions of Sir Henry 
Clinton, took his station at York Town ; which was conudered 
as the most desirable for a strong, permanent place of armS| 
for both the army and navy. 

Expecting a re-enforcement from the West Indies, the Brit- 
ish naval officers conceived that important operations would 
shortly be commenced in Virginia. But, whilst they were in- 
dulging these hopes, count De Gras&e, with a French fleet of 
twenty-eight sail, entered the Chesapeake; and, about the 
same time, intelligence arrived, that the combined armiesy 
which had been stationed in the more norUiein states, were 
approaching. Before they had fully contemplated the danger 
of their situation, De Grasse blocked up York river with threes 
large ships and some frigates, and moored the principal part 
of liis fleet in Lynhaven bay» Three-thousand French troops, 
commanded by the marquis De St. Simon, were disembark- 
ed; which, having formed a junction with the continental 
troops under La Fayette, the whole took post at Williams- 
burgh. An attack on this force was designed : but, in conse- 
quence of promised re-enforcements, lord Cornwallis thought 
it more consistent with military prudence to defer his origi* 
nal intention : and, as his instructions to hold his ground were 
considered positive, he used, at this period, no endeavour to 
abandon his station, though becoming, every day more danger- 
ous. 

Admiral Greaves, with twenty sail of the line made an ef- 
fort for the relief of Cornwallis ; but without eflecting his pur- 
pose. When he appeared off the capes of Virginia, count De 
Grasse went out to meet him, and an indecisive engagement 
took place. The British were willing to renew the action; 
but De Grasse, for good reasons, declined the challenge. His 
chief design was to cover a French fleet, of eight line-of-battle- 
ships, expected from Rhode Island ;. an object which he ac- 
complished: for, whilst he was manoeuvring with admiral 
Greaves, they passed the latter in the night, and got within the 
capes. This gave the French a decided superiority: Greaves 
soon departed, and De Grasse re entered the Chesapeake. 

The loss ultimately susiiuned by the British in the capture 
of St Eustatia, was now apparent. Weakened by the absence 
of a squadron sent to England with the wealth acquired in that 
island, their fleet was rendered inferior to the French ; and 
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thus, although individuals were enriched, the interest of the na^ 
Uon was involved hi ruin. 

AU this time, in accordance with the well-digested plan of 
the campaign, the French and American forces were march- 
ing through the middle states, on their way to York Town. 

New York had been fixed as the grand object of assault ; 
but subsequent events had rendered an attack on the former 
the most desirable. A show of prosecutinj^ the original de- 
sign, was, nevertheless, continued. A letter from general 
Washington, detailing the particulars of the first intended 
operations, had been Intercepted by Sir Henry Clinton; so that 
this officer bent his whole force to the strengthening of that 
post 2 and, believing that every movement towards Virginia 
was a feint, he suffered the - allied forces to pass him unnrio- 
lested. 

Washin^^on and Rochambeau reached Williamsburgh on 
the 14th ot September ; and, with a few confidential officei-s, 
visited the count De Grasse on board his ship, and decided the 
arrangements. On the 25th, the combined forces, under the 
care of general Nelson, arrived there ; and, in a few days af- 
terwards, general Washington moved down with the whole to- 
wards York Town. 

The works erecied for its security, on the right, were re- 
doubts and batteries, with a line of stockade in the rear. A 
marshy ravine lay in front of the right ; over which, was placed 
a large redoubt. A mora&s extended along the centre, guard- 
ed by a line of stockade and batteries. On the left of the cen- 
tre, was a horn-work, with a ditch, a row of frise, and an aba- 
tis. Two redoubts were advanced before the left. -The com- 
bined forces took possession of an outward position, from 
which the British had retired. About this time, the latter de- 
tached some cavalry to Gloucester; which, general De Choi- 
sy so fully invested, as to cut off* all commmunication between 
it and the country. In the mean time, the royal army was ex- 
erting every nerve to complete their half-finished works, and 
impede, by their artillery, the operations of the combined ar- 
my. On the 9th of October, the latter opened their batteries, 
and kept up a well-directed fire, from heavy cannon, mortars, 
and howitzers. The shells of the besiegers reached the ves- 
sels in the harbour. 

On the loth, a messenger arrived, with a despatch from 
Sir Henry Clinton to lord Cornwallis, which stated various cir- 
cumstances tending to lessen the probability of relief by a di- 
rect movement from New York. 

The besiegers commenced their second parallel, two-hun- 
dred jards from the British works ; but, two redoubts^ advanc-* 
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ed on the lefl of these, greatly impeded the progress of th« 
combined army. It was, therefore, proposed to enter them 
by storm. To excite a spirit of emulation, the reduction of 
one was committed to the French ; of the other, to the Amer- 
icans. The latter, led by colonels Hamilton and Laurens, 
marched to the assault with unloaded muskets ; and, having 
passed the abatis and palisades, overcame the redoubt in a few 
minutes, with inconsiderable loss. Eight of the British were 
killed, one-hundred-and-twenty were captured, and a few es- 
caped. The French were equally successful ; though at a 
greater expense of lives. They took the redoubt assigned to 
them with rapidity; but, beini^ more numerously opposedi 
^ their loss amounted to nearly one-hundred men. These works 
being included in the second parallel, their occupation facili- 
tated the subsequent approaches. 

The situation of the besieged was hourly growing more dis- 
tressing. Their fate was hastening to a crisis. The assailants 
poured destruction upon them, from the very means which 
they had erected for defence \ whilst continued sallies to repel 
them, could not, "with propriety, be risked. One was project- 
ed, with four-hundred men, commanded by colonel Abccrom- 
bie. He proceeded so far as to force two redoubts, and spike 
eleven pieces of cannon ; but, though the officers and privates 
displayed great bravery in this enterprise, their success pro- 
duced no essential advantage. The cannon were soon unspik- 
cd and rendered fit for service. 

By this time the batteries of the besiegers were covered 
with nearly a hundred pieces of heavy ordnance; and the works 
of the besieged were so much damaged, that they could 
scarcely show a single gun. Lord Cornwallis had no safety 
left, except in capitulation or escape. He determined on the 
latter. Meatis were accordingly prepared, to carry the troops, 
in the night, to Gloucester Point ; but, after one parly had 
crossed over, a violent storm dispersed the boats, and frustrat- 
ed the entii'c design. Thus weakened by separation, the roy- 
al army was exposed to increased danger. Orders were sent 
to those who had passed, to reKirn. This endeavour also fail- 
ed ; and, with its faiiure the last hope of the British army ex- 
pired. Longer resistance would aggravate, without offering 
the remotest probability of averting, their misfortune. Lord 
Cornwallis, therefore, wrote a letter to general Washington, 
requesting a cessation of arms for twenty-four hours, and the 
appointment of commissioners to arrange the terms of a sur- 
render. A capitulation was agreed on ; by which, the posts 
of York and Gloucester were entered by the combined forc^Sr 
en the 1 9th of October. The honour of marching Out wUb 
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colours flying, which had been refused to general Lincoln on 
his giving up Charleston, was now refused to Cornwallis: and 
LlDCOlh was appointed to receive the submission of the royal 
armjy precisely in the same way in which Sir Henry Clinton 
had received his own. 

The troops of every kind that surrendered, exceeded seven- 
thousand ; but, so great was the number of sick and wounded, 
that there were not four-thousand capable of bearing arms. 
The regular forces, employed in their reduction, consisted of 
seven-thousand French, and five-thousand-five-hundred Amer- 
icansy with the addition of about four-thousand militia. 

This may be considered as the closing scene of the re vol a-- 
tionary war. The whole project was conceived with profound IJ 
iHadom, and the incidents were combined with singular pro* '--'^ 
priety. The French and American engineers and artillery 
merited the highest praise. Generals Du Portail and Knox, 
with colonel Gouvion, and captain Rochefontaine, were pro- 
moted. Washington, Rochambeau, De Grasse, and all the 
oflicers and men under their command, were honoured by the 
thanks of congress. Unusual transports of joy pervaded the 
whole people. It is asserted, that the nerves of some were so 
agitated, as to produce convulsions ; and that at least one man, 
the aged door-keeper of congress, expired from the violence 
of his feelings. General Washington ordered, that those who 
were under military arrests, should be pardoned, and that di- 
vine servine should be performed in the different brigades of 
the army ;. at which, he recommended the presence of all the 
troops not upon duty, to assist with a serious deportment and 
grateful heart, in offering thanks to that Providence who had 
so remarkably extended his hand in their behalf. Moved by 
a similar feeling, congress resolved to go in procession to 
church, to give public acknowledgment to Almighty God ; 
and issued a proclamation for religiously observing the 13th 
of December following, as a day of thanksgiving and prayer. 

We cannot quit this interesting period of our histoiy, with- 
out paying a tribute of respect to the admirable deportment of 
the French army, since their first arrival in the United States. 
At Rhode Island, where they had spent the chief part of their 
time, they conducted themselves towards the inhabitants as 
brothers. In their march to York Town, five -hundred aiiles 
of their journey lay through a country abounding in fruit, and 
at a time when the most delicious productions of nature, grow- 
ing on and near the high-ways, presented both opportunity 
and temptation to gratify their appetites, rendered eager by 
^^1^ effects of a parching sun ; yet, in this long route, amongst 
^Hteop/e of different principles) cu^toms^ language, and relig- 
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ioD) so complete was their discipline, that scarcely an instance 
could be produced of a peach or an apple being takeni with- 
out the consent of the inhabitants. i 

A happy reward of all their labours, a full compensation 
for the streams of blood so generously shed by the American 
patriots, was now almost obtained. The year terminated in all 
parts of the United States, in favour of the cause of freedom. 
It began with weakness, mutiny, and devastation, and ended in 
confidence, victory, and joy. 

General Washington, with the greater part of his forces, 
returned) after the completion of this conquest, to New York. 
^ An obstruction of the intercourse between the town and coun- 
^ try, was all that he had at this period attempted ; and the Brit- 
;- ish, on their part, were contented to remain within their lines. 
In Carolina, the same conduct was mutually observed. In 
Georgia, the war ended with a severe, though indecisive, en- 
gagement, near Savannah; in which, the royal troops, aided 
by a large number of Creek Indians, were opposed by an 
American detachment under general Wayne. The English 
government, having determined to relinquish, at least for 
the present, an offensive warfare in the United States, with- 
drew their forces from this, and the adjoining province of 
South Carolina. 

It was happy for all the contending parties, that the nation- 
al pride of Britain did not interfere, to prevent what was so 
forcibly urged by policy. Humbled by the defeat at York 
Town, it required the splendid victories gained by her navy in 
the West Indies and her army at Gibraltar, to reconcile an 
acquiescence to revolted colonies ; for, England never admits 
that she is vanquished. France, as well as Spain, saw no pros- 
pect of success. Di^appohitcd in their immediate views, both, 
it may easily be conceived, would gladly have sheathed the 
sword, and allowed the young republic to struggle, unsuded, 
for existence. Britain, wearied by a contest, in which one- 
hundred-millions sterling had been added to her debt, and the 
lives wasted of fifty-thousand of her subjects ; in which, defeat 
was doubly disgraceful, and victory without the consolation of 
renown, would gladly have desisted from offensive operations 
in the United States. But the Americans, firm to their stip- 
ulations, were determined not to remain inactive, and to con- 
clude no arrangement which did not comprise their Europe- 
an allies. 

In the British parliament, which met in December^ shortly 
after the capitulation at York Town became known in Lon- 
don, the decided language of the king's speecj;!, pointing to the 
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continuaDce of the American war, was approved, or, at leastf 
auented to, by a majority of both lords and commons. A few 
days afterwards, a motion was introduced in the lower house, 
declaring, That all furtlier attempts to reduce the Americans, 
to obedience, by force, would be ineffectual, and injurious to 
the best interests of Great Britain. This, however, was not 
carried ; though the debate on the subject was prolonged until 
two o'clock in the morning, and the friends of peace, amongst 
whom Mr. Burke and Mr. Fox were particularly distinguish- 
ed for their eloquence, had received additional strength. As 
the opposition became every day more numerous, and the na- 
tion were now almost universally actuated by the same feel* 
1782 "^S^' general Conway soon afterwards brought forward 
a ^milar resolution ; which, after much strenuous de- 
bating, was successful, by a respectable majority. A new ad- 
ministration was the necessary consequence of this change in 
the public sentiment. Lord North's situation was assigned to 
the marquis of Rockingham ; and, on the decease of the lat- 
ter, the chief reins of government were intrusted to the earl 
of Shelbume, assisted by William Pitt, son of the celebrated 
lord Chatham. This nobleman, whose memory is entitled to 
the highest degree of respect and gratitude, in the breast of 
every American, had been removed in the year 1778, by death, 
from the uneasy contemplation of those destructive measures 
that he had so ably combated, and that were now on the eve of 
being abandoned. 

To remove constitutional impediments, an act of parlia- 
ment was passed, giving the crown a power of negotiating 
with the revolted colonies ; an indispensable authority : as, by 
the terms on which the king holds the executive functions of 
the British empire, he cannot divest it of any of its ancient ap- 
pendages. 

Every difficulty being removed, commissioners on the part 
I of her late colonies and Great Britain entered on tlie import- 
) ant business of pacification, at Paris. The former confided 
their interest to John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, John Jay, 
and Henry Laurens ; the latter, to Mr. Fitzherbert and Mr. 
Oswald. Two of the first sovereigns of Europe, the empress 
of Russia and the emperor of Germany, were mediators in 
promoting the desirable agreement. Preliminary articles of 
peace were signed on the SOth of November ; and on the 3rd 
of September in the next year, they were ratified and inserted 
in a definitive treaty between Great Britain and France. The 
independence of the states was acknowledged. Very ample 
boundaries were allowed them , comprehending the fertile 
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and extensive countries on both sides of the Ohio, and on the 
east side of the Mississippi. They were also granted the right 
of fishing on the banks of Newfoundland^ and in all other "wa- 
ters hitherto visited for that purpose by both nations. The mi- 
nisters of congress procured for their countrymen better terms 
than they had reason to expect ; larger boundaries than the 
states, when colonies, had ever claimed : but the additional 
territories could have been of no use to Great Britain ; and 
might, if retained, have occasioned another war. 

In the midst of the pleasing reflections on the past and an- 
ticipations of the future, the circumstances of the brave Amer- 
icans who had spent the prime of their lives in combating even 
more than a human enemy could inflict, drew forth the com- 
misseration of every generous breast. The states, which owed 
to them their political existence, were all unable, at this peri- 
od, to fulfil their stipulations with their troops ; and several 
were unwilling, through selfish motives, to join with congress 
in establishing a uniform taxation at the sea-ports, from which 
a fund might arise for doing justice to them hereafter. Offic- 
ers and privates were about to' be dismissed, many of whom 
had not, for five years, received the smallest pecuniary com- 
pensation, to reward their dangers and fatigues, or cancel the 
debts contracted in their absence by their families. Consequences 
the most serious were apprehended. Anonymous publications 
were circulated, to inflame the minds of the unrequited for- 
ces, and induce them to unite in redressing their grievan- 
ces, before they parted with their arms. The dignified cool- 
ness of general Washington interposed to dispel the storm* 
He requested the general and field officers, and an officer from 
each company, to assemble at an early day ; and, previous to 
the meeting, sent for one of these after another, and enlarg- 
ed, in private, on the loss of character, to the whole army, 
which would result from intemperate resolutions. When 
they were afterwards convened, he addressed them in a speech^ 
well calculated to sooth their minds ; pledging himself to ex- 
ert all his influence in their favour, and appealing to their 
honour, their iiumanity, and their regard to the military as 
well as the -national. character of their rising country. He 
then retired. No reply whatever was attempted. Softened 
by the eloquence of their beloved commander, those who had 
entered the meeting irritated in the highest degree, by the 
contemplation of their wrongs and the extent of their suffer- 
ings, acquiesced in a resolution, '' That no circumstances of 
distress, or danger, should induce a conduct that might tend 
to sully the reputation and glory they had acquired; that the 
army continued to have an unshaken confidence in the justice 
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of congress and their country ; and that they viewed with abhor- 
rencei and rejected with disdain, the infamous proposition in 
the late anonymous addresses." 

Soon afterwards, congress determined, that the officers who 
preferred an immediate sum to the half-pay for lite, before 
promised them, should be entitled to receive, in its place, the 
amount of five years' full pay, in money, or in seciuities bear- 
ing interest. 

To avoid the inconvenience of dismissing a great number 
of soldiers, in a body, furloughs were readily granted to indi- 
viduals ; without enjoining their return. Thus, great part of 
an unpaid army was disbanded, and dispersed over tlic several 
states, without tumult, or disorder. About eighty, however, 
of the Pennsylvania levies formed an exceptk>n to the general 
dbposition of the army. Having, in defiance of their officers, 
marched to Philadelphia, where they prevailed on some other 
troops to join them, the whole, amounting to upward of three- 
hundred, proceeded, with fixed bayonets, tO' the stateliouse, in 
which, congress and the executive council of Pennsylvania 
were assembled ; placed guards at the door, .-^rd sent in a 
written message to the president and council, thr^:'atening them 
with military vengeance, if their demands were ii^)t satisfied in 
less than twenty minutes. Dreading the fury of an jenrc^ged 
soldiery, congress, after a three hours' confinement., retired, 
and appointed their next place of meeting at Princeton. 
Washington again displayed his parental care. He immedi- 
ately ordered a strong detachment of his army to march to 
Philadelphia. Several of the mutineers were tried, and con- 
denmed to suffer death ; but they were all ultimately pardoned. 
Pour months* pay was, afterwards, through the great exertions 
of the superintendent of finance, given to the army ; a sum, 
which, although trifling, was all the recompense the states 
were at that time able to make. 

In about three weeks after the American army was dis- 
charged, New York was evacuated by the British forces ; and 
Washington, accompanied by governor (Minton, made a pub- 
lic entry into that city, in grand procession. An interesting 
moment was approaching. The period arrived, when the 
commander in-chief was to bid adieu to his officers ; men en- 
deared to him by a long series of common sufferings and dan- 
gers, and by the successful issue of their exertions. The part- 
ing was solemn and affecting. Calling for a glass of wine, 
Washington thus addressed them r " With a heart full of love 
and gratitude, I now take leave of you. I most devoutly wish 
thai your latter days may be as prosperous and happy as your 
"" er have been glorious and honourable." The offic- 
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ers advanced to him successively ; he took an affectionate 
farewell of each ; and then passed through a corps of light in- 
fantry to the place of embarkation. They followed in mute 
procession, with countenances expressive of their serious feel- 
ings. He entered the barge, turned to the companions of his 
glory, waved his hat, and bade them a silent adieu« 

His military cares being ended, Washington lent bis foster- 
ing regard to the civil administration. Anxious that they 
should enjoy in tranquillity what they had gained by so great 
an expenditure of lives, he addressed a circular letter to the 
governors of the different states ; in which, with all the charms 
of his distinguished eloquence, he inculcated the necessity of 
justice, of subordination to the arrangements required by their 
new situation, and improvement in the original bond of politi- 
cal union. 

He next proceeded to Annapolis, then the seat of congress, 
to resign his commission. In every town and village through 
which he passed, he was met by demonstrations of gratitude 
and joy. A day being appointed for that interesting ceremo- 
ny, general Wasliington appeared before them ; when, ad- 
dressing the president, " The great events on which my resig- 
nation depended," said he, *' having at length taken place, 1 
have now the honour of oflering my sincere congratulations to 
congress, and of presenting myself before them, to surrender 
into tiieir hands the trust committed to me, and to claim the ; 
indulgence of retiring from the service of my country. Happy 
in the confirmation of our independence and sovereignty, and 
pleased with the opportunity afforded the United States of be- 
coming a respectable nation, I resign, with satisfaction, the ap- 
pointPicnt I accepted with diffidence ; a diffidence in my abili- 
ties to accomplish so arduous a task : which, however, was su- 
perseded by a confidence in the rectitude of our cause, tlie sup- 
port in the supreme power of the Union, and the patronage of 
Heaven. The successful termination of the war has verified 
the most sanguine expectations : my gratitude for the inter- 
position of Providence, and the assistance I have received from 
my countrymen, increases with every review of the momqn- 
tuous contest. While I repeat my obligations to the army, in 
general, I should do injustice to my own feelings, not to ac- 
knowledge, in this place, the peculiar services, and distin- 
guisiied merits, of those gentlemen who have been attached 
to my person during the war. It was impossible the choice 
01 confidential ofiicers, to compose my family, should have 
been more fortunate. Permit me, sir, to recommend, in par- 
ticular, those who have continued in the service to the present 
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moment, as worthy of the favourable notice and patronage 
of congress. 

<* I consider it as an indispensable duty to close this last 
solemn act of my official life, by commending the interests 
of our country to the protection of Almighty God, and those 
who have the superintendence of them to his holy keeping. 

^ Having thus finished the work assigned me, I retire from 
the great theatre of action ; and, bidding an affectionate fare- 
well to this august body, under whose orders I have long act- 
ed, I here offer my commission, and take my leave of all the 
emifloyments of public life." 

After an eloquent and affecting reply by the president, gen- 
eral Mifnin ; Wasliington withdrew. He hastened, with ex- 
quiute delight, to Mount Vernon ; where, he exchanged the 
annous labours of the camp, for the pleasing industry of a 
farm ; the instruments of war, for those of husbandry ; and be- 
came the patron and example of ingenious and profitable agri- 
culture, as well as the successftil promoter of inland navigation. 

Having thus followed the great military exertions of the 
American patriots to a happy termination, a short account of 
the legislative proceedings of the individual colonies may here 
be given with advantage. 

The important revolution, as Regarded their dependence on 
Great Britain, required a corresponding alteration in their gov- 
ernments. This had been recommended by the general con- 
gress, at an early period of the war. Accordingly, conven- 
tions were assembled ; which formed new constitutions, agree- 
ably with the strictest principles of republicanism ; retaining 
whatever was desirable in the original institutions, and, at the 
same time, providing every additional security against tyranny 
or corruption, which ingenuity or experience could dictate. 
In these, though, in some matters there is an opposition of 
sentiment, yet, in the main objects, tending to allow to man 
his natural right of liberty and equality, the features have a 
striking resemblance. With a few exceptions, the mind is un- 
controlled in its intercourse with God. There is no inconve- 
nience, cither civil or political, suffered by individuals who 
differ in religious opinions from the predominant party in the 
state. All religions are equally protected ; and all citizens 
of good moral character, not denying the existence of one su- 
perintending Being, with a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments, are, in most of the American communities, eligible to ^ 
the highest honours that the several republics can confer. 

The statute and common laws of England, formerly ob- 
served in the provincial courts of justice, remain in practice, 
k MS before. The inestimable privilege, of British origin, a 
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trial by jury ; the freedom of the press, with the additioml 
right, in case of prosecuting; for a libel, of giving evidence as 
to the truth of the facts alleged in the obnoxious pubiicatioiii 
where the matter is a proper subject of public interest ; are 
declared fundamental principles of the newly adopted consti- 
tutions : also, that debtors shall not be imprisoned, after deli- 
vering to their creditors a true schedule of all their property ; 
that capital punishments shall be inflicted only for enormous 
crimes ; and that no conviction in a court of justice shall cause 
the forfeiture of the criminal's estate, or any degree of injury 
to the rights of his descendants. No hereditary honours can 
be granted. No titles, except those which designate an oflfic- 
ial situation, are recognised by law. There is only one 
deviaiion from the latter essential mark of the republican 
spirit. Massaclmsetts has conferred the ephemeral title of 
" His Excellency" on the governor; and upon the lieutenant- 
governor, of tlie slate, that of " His Honour." But, although 
these aristocratic customs are so generally denounced by the 
laws, they are eagerly followed by the people. They are uni- 
versally usurped, and mntually allowed, by the members of 
the state and general governments, and as freely applied by 
their constituents. There are in the United States more 
nominal nobility than any country in the world exhibits, of 
legitimate creation. Every governor is Excellent; every 
judge, senator, and representative, is Honourable ; and every 
jubticc of the peace, distinguished by the chivalric title of 
Esquire. These frivolities should be carefully discouraged^ 
?nd the dangerous assumptions, by every real friend of libertyi 
opposed. 'Fhey are the first robes in which a republic ad- 
vances to aristocracy ; thence, to monarchy, and, from monar- 
chy, to oppression and extravagance. 

The governments resemble, in their principal organization^ 
the frame of the new federal constitution. They consist of 
three branches ; a governor, a senate, and a lower house of 
representatives. But, in nearly all the stales, property is re? 
quired to qualify the candidn'.es for their situations ; and, in 
many, it is a requisite qualification in the elector. In New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Pennsylvania; Delaware^ 
South Carolina, and Oeor^ia ; the greatest liberality, in that 
respcci, prevails. In those states, every free citizen of twenty* 
one years of age, after residing a certain time within the re- 
spective commonwealths, and contributing his share of the 
public expenditure, (excluding, in some, the inhabitants of 
colour,) is allowed a vote. Massachusetts and Connecticut ; 
Npvv York, New Jersey, and Virginia ; conSne the elec^ 
tive franchise to citizens possessed of property. Nev I«c- 
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■ey formerly extended the right of voting to females. Ma* 
ryland allows no political liberty except to Christians ; North 
Carolina observes a similar jealousy of all but Protestants : 
and the tatter sect are the only people entitled to general pro- 
tection by the constitutions of New Hampshire and Massa- 
chusetts. Senators are required to be more advanced in years 
than members of the lower house : they hold their stations for a 
longer period of time ; and, in several states, are not chosen di- 
rectly by the people, but by the representative bodies, or by 
intermediate electors, appointed by the fonner. In New York, 
Maryland, and Keniucky; North and South Carolica^ Georg- 
ia, Tennessee, and Louisiana ; clergy are not eligible as mem>- 
bers of either branch of the legblature. 

To enable the public to have the services^ of men, wh9« 
with integrity and talents, possess not adequate means of sup- 
port when absent from their usual avocations, compensation 
is allowed to members of the legislature, during their journey 
and attendance at the seat of government ; a regulation simi- 
lar to the ancient practice in England. That frequent recur- 
I'ence may«be had to the judgment of the people, the terms 
of representative. service are short. Elections, for the lower 
branch, are, in general, made yearly. In Rhode Island and 
Connecticut, they occur still oftner ; being simi-annual : but, 
in South Carolina and Tennessee, a contrary system is adopt- 
ed; as the delegates in that state are intrusted with the pub- 
lic will during the attended period of two years. The voten 
are, in some states, given by ballot; in others, by open voice; 
both modes having their advocates ; as it is difficult to ascer- 
tain whether, in practice, the former method is entitled to a 
preference. 

The interruption suffered by foreign commerce, gave a 
lively stimulus to domestic ingenuity. To the revolution, the 
United States are indebted for the cultivation of the sugar 
from the maple tree. Determined to use, so far as it was pos- 
sible, no productions except of their own growth or manufac- 
ture, the inhabitants tried every means of supplying their con- 
veniences from their native stores ; and a farmer, at Bernards- 
town, in Massachusetts, in the early stage of the misunder- 
standing with the British parliament, succeeded in producing, 
from the northern forest, a species of sugar little inferior te 
that usually manufactured from the cane. 

The department of literature is the next subject which claims 

attention. Some of the early settlers in Virginia were men of 

letters : but, with the exception of their historians. Smith, 

Stith, Berverlcy, and Keith, they have left no writings of im- 

^l^rfance. Before the revolution, the only work of general 
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bterest published in the colonies, was the first volume of the 
American Philosophical Society, instituted in 1743, and held 
in Philadelphia. Men of science had promulgated their or- 
dinary ideas in the newspapers, and their essays, of a higher 
character, through the medium of the Royal Society of Lon- 
don. Fourteen Americans,— four of the name of Winthrop, 
Paul Dudley, and president Leverett ; Thomas Brattle, Cot- 
ton Mather, doctors Franklin, Boylestone, Mitchell, Mor- 
gan, Rittenhouse, and Garden ; were members of that asso- 
ciation. 

The families of Winthrop and Mather were distinguished 
amongst the first inhabitants of New England, for their vir- 
tues and general abilities. Of the latter, (no fewer than ten 
of whom exercised, at the same time, the clerical profession,} 
Cotton Mather was the most conspicuous. He was one of 
the most volumnous writers of his day. His Magnalia, pub- 
lished in the beginning of the last century, is an extraordinary 
performance ; alike interesting, as containing the church his- 
tory of New England, and curious, as displaying a puerile in- 
consistency with his liberal education, in his belief of witch- 
craft, and its whole train of antiphristian absurdities. Dr. 
Boylestone, in the year 1720, introduced into Boston, the 
practice of inoculation for the smali-pox ; before which time, 
it was not used in any part of the American continent. 

The name of Franklin, which has frequently appeared in 
our political narrative ; a name inseparably associated with 
that of liberty ; is no less illustrious in the annals of philoso- 
phy. Benjamin Franklin will be a lasting theme of admira- 
tion. Endued by nature with an originajity of thought, un- 
common accuracy of judgment, and deep penetration ; his 
mental faculties unclouded by intemperance ; his whole time 
devoted to industry ; his resources improved by a rigid system 
of economy ; he rose, from an humble station, to eminence in 
bunness, enjoyed the highest honours within his adopted prov- 
ince, and enriched the field of science with the sublimity of 
his researches. In developing the subtle nature of the elec- 
tric fluid, he waa unrivaled. Though his theory of '^ positive 
and negative electricity*' has not been demonstrated to the 
entire satisfaction of philosophers, yet, no other has been 
imagined to supply its place ; nor have any experiments, in 
the smallest degree, shaken the probable correctness of his 
system. But a discovery of a grander character was reserved 
for doctor Franklin. To him, the world is indebted, for show- 
ing the electrical quality of lightning ; and, consequently, the 
means of preserving our dwellings and ahipping from the 
destructive flash. No one should be unacquamted with th* 
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mental treasures contained in his various works. His biogra- 
phy and maxims, together with a sketch of his principal dis- 
coveries) should be in the hands of every youth; and the 
whole of his essays and transactions, studied with minute at- 
tention by the philosopher. Boston may justly be proud of 
being the birth-place of Dr. Franklin ; and Pennsylvania will 
gratefully remember the services of her adopted citizen. Be- 
^es the foundation of the Philadelphia Library, in 1731, his 
country remains largely indebted to him for innumerable in- 
stitutions, as well as for pecuniary bequests mentioned in hb 
will.* 

The translation of Cicero's treatise on old age, made, in 
the year 1734, by Mr. Logan, of Pennsylvania, is highly de- 
serving the perusal of those who are advanced in years, and 
of young persons in their progress to maturity. Much com«> 
fort will be received from it by the aged, and much good ad* 
vice by inconsiderate youth. It illustrates the advantages of 
temperance, and of early mental improvement, by copious 
examples of men, who, long after the period usually allowed 
to human life, had served their country with distinction in the 
senate, enlightened mankind by their wisdom, or enjoyed the 
satisfaction of domestic retirement. The translator has &r- 
nished notes, containing a more extended biography of the 
characters mentioned in the original ; thereby rendering the 
work more interesting to readers not extensively conversant 
witn ancient history : and Franklin, by whom it was originally 
published, has conferred an important obligation on those 
who are deficient in sight, by printing it with a type of unu- 
sually large size. In the preface. Dr. Franklin says, " this 
is the first translation made of any of the ancient classics, in 
the western world ;" an assertion that is, we believe, errone- 
ous : as, in 1 623, more than a century before, it appears, that 
Mr. Sandys, treasurer of the Virginia Company, translated 
Ovid's Metamorphoses,— the most ancient literary production 
of America. 

As a botanist, Dr. Clayton, of Virginia holds an honourable 
station, and Rittenhouse of Pennsylvania is equally distin- 
guished, in astronomy. The former passed a long life in 
examining the plants of his native province. His Flora Vir- 
ginica, published at Leyden in the year 1762, ranks him 
amongst the most industrious and useful enlargers ef the bo- 
tanical catalogue. 



* Br. Franklin cUed in Philadelphia* in the year 1790/ at the ad- 
'^■^*-" age of eighty-four. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

NEW FEDERAL C0NSTITUTI6n. 

Mttional Bank, Insurrection in Massachusetts^ and in Penn^ 
sylvania, Vermont, Kentucky, War with the Indians. 

BY the treaty of peace, lart^e territories, which had not 
been granted to individuals, were, ceded to the United States. 
But these lands were included within the chartered limits of 
particular states, and were in actual possession of the aborigi- 
nes. Ample cessions were, however, made in favour of the 
nation, by the former ; and a large tract of country, situated 
to the north-west of the Ohio, was surrendered by the latter; 
on condition of their enjoying the friciidsliip of the United 
States, and a regular supply of merchandize. Having join- 
ed the British in the revolutionary contest, they were con- 
sidered, by the laws of war, as a conquci ed people ; a prin- 
ciple which was mentioned to their leaders, and upon which 
the terms of this arrangement were, in a great measure con* 
ducted. 

There yet remained for discussion, a subject of much high- 
er importance. The general government was not estaljlished 
on a solid foundation. The articles of union, formed under 
the pressure of common danger, were found inadequate to the 
efficient management of the same country, in the selfish pe- 
riods of peace and security. It was necessary that there should 
be a radical reform. The original compact required the con- 
currence of seven states to every act, and of nine, to several 
higher objects, of legislation. It frequently happened, that 
some of the states were not represented in the j^eneral con- 
|;ress ; or, perhaps, by only one member, or by an even num- 
ber, equally divided in opinion ; cases, in which, their yotes 
were of no effect. Of twenty -six members, representing thir- 
teen states, the dissent of seven individuals rendered unavail- 
ing the concurrence of the rest. Of eighteen members, re- 
presenting nine states, the dissent of any one member prevent- 
ed the passing of any act, of the iiigher class of legislation ; 
and the dissent of any three, the completion of any act v/hat- 
ever. No efficient fund being provided to pay the insercst of 
the national debt, the public securities of the United States 
fell to one-tenth of their nominal value. The soldier who had 
received a certificate for the payment of his hard-earpe^.dues,. 
was ofcev, from necessity, obliged to trdxvit^^ Vc&ii^sgE^W v 
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imigDiiicant consideration. The monied man, who had trust- 
ed his country in the hour of its distress, was deprived, not 
only of lus interest, on which he depended for support, but of 
a great part of his capital. A necessity was created^ or an 
apology furnished, for the non-payment of private con- 
tracts; mutual confidence received a deadly wound, and 
the morals of the people were seriously impaired ; evils, which 
prencral Washington had, in his circular letter, before his re- 
signation, most forcibly predicted. Sufferings were increa- 
sed, by the restrictions on the American trade. The inter- 
course with the British West India islands, from which, the 
colonies had derived large quantities of gold and silver, was 
forbidden to them by the English government, in their new 
character of independent states : and, to superadd to their 
misfortunes, they could no longer safely navigate the Medi- 
Vcrranean ; a privilege which they had always enjoyed, when a 
part of the British empire. Unable to defend themselves 
against the Algerines, whose forbearance was purchased by 
England, they were constrained either to relinguish a benefi- 
cial trade, or insure their adventures, to that quarter, at a ru- 
inous premium. Thus, when the people supposed their trou- 
bfcs at an end, they found that they were only varied j that 
they had obtained liberty, without the concomitant blessings 
of freedom ; the name, without the attributes of a nation* 

Feeling the pressure of their sufferings, and unprovided 
with a remedy, because unacquainted with their source, the 
inhabitants became uneasy ; and many were ready to adopt 
any desperate measures that turbulent leaders recommend- 
ed. A number of the citizens of Massachusetts, headed by 
a person named Shay, made an open resistance to their own 
free government ; and, thus, the laws were opposed by the 
very men whose authority had framed them. However, by 
the moderation of the legislature, aided by the bravery and 
good conduct of generals Lincoln and Shepherd, who were 
placed at the head of a firm and well-affected militia, the ior 
surgents were speedily dispersed, with inconsiderable loss of 
lives. 

The friends of social order and national respectabilityi wc» 
not idle spcctatoi's of this accumulating danger. In accord- 
ance with a motion of James Madison, a proposal was made 
by Virginia, to all the other states, to meet in conventioo, for 
the purpose of digesting a form of government equeil to the 
exigences of the Union. Delegates^ from every state except 
_g^ Rhode Island, met in Philadelphia, on the 25th of 
May, chose general Washington president, and, after 
Hfcf/BffritiDg with clwed dooca uatiL the 17th of September^ 
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agreed on a new plan df national government. This, bdng 
transmitted to the state legislature, was by them assigned to 
delegates, specially appointed in each, by the people, and, 
at lengt,h, but not without considerable diversity of ofunion was 
adopted. 

When the people were examining the merits of this plan, 
its principle and arrangement were ably developed and defend- 
ed in a series of essays, signed Publius. These essays, which 
now appear in a book entitled the Federalist, were written by 
three authors, (colonel) Alexander Hamilton, Mr. Jay, and 
Mr. Madison ; but the two latter furnished* only a few papers; 
nearly the whole bteing from the pen of Hamilton. This work 
may justly be ranked in the highest class of writings on the 
economy of government. The view which it affords of the 
several confederations, amongst the states of Greece and Ger- 
many, Switzerland and Holland, and of the constitution of< 
Great Britain ; thereby displaying, in a luminous train of ar- 
guthent, the superiority of the American constitution ; ren- 
deriF^ liivaluable to the politician ; especially, of the United 
States ; and places the Federalist in honourable competition 
with the labours of De Lolme, Montesquieu, and Blackstone. 

By the new constitution, all legislative powers are vested in 
a congress of the United States, consistingof a president, arse- 
nate, and house of representatives. 

The executive power is vested in the president ; who must 
be a natural bom citizen, or have heen a naturalized citizen 
of the United States, at the time of the adoption of this con- 
stitution ; of the age of thirty-five years, fourteen of which he 
must have resided within the country. He holds his ofBce 
during the term of four years ^nd, together with a vice- 
president, chosen for the same period, is appointed by ekctors> 
nominated according to regulations of the several state# The 
president is commander-in-chief of the land and sea forces of 
the United States, and of the militia of the individual states 
when called into the general service. 

The senate is composed of two persons from each state ; 
chosen, by its own legislature, for s|x years ; divided, after its 
assembling, as equally as possible, intolhree classes ; of which* 
the seats of the firstclass are vacated at the end of the second 
year ; those of the second, at the expiration of the fourth ; 
and those of the third class, at the termination of the sixth 
year. A senator must have attained the age of thirty years^ 
and been nine years a citizen of the United States. 

The houne of representatives is coiii{K)sed of members chofti^ 
on by ballot, without any reference te their property or their 
r^t^oDi every second ywtx ia the scnrend states \ bf tliKftM» 



176 HISTORY OF 

having the same qualifications necessary to endtle them te 
vote for delegates to the most numerous branch of their rc^ 
spective state legislatures. No person can be a representa- 
tive! who has not attained the age of twenty-five years ; been 
seven years a citizen of the United States ; and who is not, 
when elected, an inhabitant of that state in which he shall have 
been cliosen. The number of representatives must not ex- 
ceed one for every thirty-thousand of the population. 

The congress assemble at least once in every year ; which 
meeting is fixed to be on the first Monday in December, 
Members of both houses receive a compensation for their ser- 
vices, paid out of the treasury of the United States ; and are 
privileged from arrest, durin^j: their attendance, or their jour- 
ney, in all cases except treason, felony, and breach of the 
peace. 

No senator or representative can be appointed to any civil 
office, under the authority of the Untted States, which shall 
have been created, or the emoluments of which shall have 
been increased, during the term of his election ; and no person 
holding any official situation in the general government can 
be a member of either house, during his continuance in 
office. 

Every bill, when it hns passed the house of representatives 
and the senate, must, before it becomes a law, he carried to 
the president of t!ie United States. If he approve, he shall 
sign it : but, if he disapprove, he shall return it, with his ob- 
jections, to that house in which it originated ; where, it shall 
be I'e-considered. If two-thirds of the members shall then 
agree to pass the bill, it is sent, together with the objections, 
to the other house ; by whcHn, likewise, it is to be re-consid- 
ered; and if approved, by a similar majority, it become a law : 
or, if any bill shall not have been returned by the presdent 
within ten days after its presentation, it becomes a law, the 
same as if it had received his signature. 

Congress has power to lay and collect taxes, to pay the 
debts, and provide for the common defence and general wel- 
fare, of the United States ; to borrow money ; to regulate for- 
eign commerce ; to establish a uniform system of naturaliza- 
tion ; to coin money, and fi_x the standard of weights and roeas* 
ures ; to establish post-offices and post- roads ; to declare war» 
grant letters of marque, raise and support armies, and provide 
and maintain a navy. 

No title of nobility can be granted, either by the united or 
the individual states ; nor can any person, holdmg a public 
office, accept of any emolument, employment, or titfe» fir»» 
t imign ftatei witiliouttbe cwaiUiX. tS. KSM^^^m^ 
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The United States guarantee to every member of this great 
political family a republican form of government ; and are 
bound to protect it against invasion, and against domestic 
violence. Provision is made for the occasional amending of 
the constitution; to upliold which, all officiating pei^ons are 
pledged, by oath or affirmation : but no religious test is ever 
required as a qualification to any office under the United 
States. 
1 789 Members of both branches of the legislature assem*- 
bled, on the 4th of March, at New York ; where, they 
were, soon afterwards, joined by the former commander-in- 
chief: who, by the unanimous voice of the people, had again 
been called from his agricultural pursuits, and with much re- 
luctance, consented to act as president of the United States. 
On his way to the scat of government, one emotion of delight- 
ful recollections pervaded the whole community. When he 
had crossed the Deleware, and landed on the Jersey shore, he 
was saluted by the inhabitants with three cheers ; the sponta- 
neous greetings of overflowing hearts; more grateful to a 
patriot's ear, than the hired flourishes of a thousand trumpets. 
When he came to the brow of the hill, on his way to TrentODi 
he beheld on the bridge a triumphal arch, erected under the 
superintendence of the ladies of the place. The crown of the 
arch was highly ornamented with flowers and imperial laurels; 
and displayed, in large characters, ^^ December 26t/iy 1776;** 
in commemoration of the surprise of Trenton, ^n the 
north side, were ranged a number of little girls, dressed in 
white, with garlands on their heads, and baskets of flowers on 
their arms : in the second row stood the young ladies, and be- 
hind them the matrons, of the neighbourhood. The instant 
when Washington passed the arch, the children began to sing 
the following ode : 

" Welcome, mighty chief, once iQore, 
welcome to this grateful shore : 
now, no mercenary foe 
aims again tlie fatal blow, 
aims at thee the fatal blow. 
Vii'gins fair and matrons grave, 
(these, thy conquering arm did save,) 
build, for thee, trium]}hal bowers.-— 
Strew, ye fair, his way with flowers, 
strew your hero's way with flowers."* 

* The author of this work, by using a capital letter only at the be- 
ginning of each sentence, lias ukeii the liberty of varying^ from the 
establish^ mode of writing English poeUc verse. 
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The 30lh of April was fixed for his taking the oath of of* 
fice : which was administered by Mr. livingston, chancellor 
of the state of New York, in the presence of an immense con- 
course of citizens. When the president retired to the senate 
chamber, he addressed both houses in an impressive speech; 
reminding them, that no trulii was more thoroughly establish- 
ed, than that there exists an indissoluble union between 
viituc aod happiness ; — between duty and advantage ; be- 
tween the genuine maxims of an honest and magnanimous 
|>eople, and the solid rewards of public prosperity and felic- 
ity ; and that the propitious smiles of Heaven could nev^ 
er be expected on a nation who disregarded the eternal 
rules of order and right, which Heaven itself had ordain- 
ed. He concluded by saying, that, in conformity with the 
principle he had adopted when commander-in-chief, he re- 
nounced all pecuniary compensation for hb presidential duties, 
further than was equivalent to his additional expenditure in 
ofiice : which should not at any time be greater than was re- 
quired for the pubhc good. 

The annual salary of the president was fixed at twenty -five- 
thousand dollars ; of the vice-president, secretary of statei 
and secretary of the treasury, each five-thousand ; the secre- 
tary of war was to receive four-thousand-five-hundred dollan ; 
and the attorney-general, three-thousand. John Adams was 
elected vice-president : the remaining great political depart- 
ments M^^'i by Washington's appointment, filled, respectively, 
by Thomas Jefferson, colonel Hamilton, general Knox, and 
Edmund Randolph. 

The people of the United States now possessed the means 
of future happiness in a more ample measure than were ever 
enjoyed by any other ; — a constitution framed by their wisest 
and most virtuous men, and approved by themselves ; em- 
bracing all that was valuable, and excluding every thing that • 
was found injurious, in the British form of government; 
with deficiencies supplied, and superfluities retrenched; in 
which, merit was rewarded by election, and hereditary dis- 
tinctions were unknown : a director sagacious to discern, able 
and determined to protect, the interest of society ; to reprito 
the turbulent, and conciliate the discontented : a soil fertile to 
generate, and a climate suitable to mature, the various pro- 
ductions of the globe ; stored with every mineral essential to 
the real wants of society, and with many required for its dec- 
oration : streams, which in one place perform the office of 
human labour, and in another facilitate the exchanges of for- 
eign and domestic commerce. 

To replenish the empty treasury, was the first object of 
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legislative attention. For this purpose, duties were levied on 
imported merchandise, and reasonable taxes imposed on the 
1 790 ^^^^^^8^ ^ vessels. The next, was the support of pub- 
lic crmt. In the month of January, colonel Hamilton 
brought forward a system, luminous in its detail and ingenious 
in its application ; perhaps the best that could be devised to 
unite the conflicting interests. His proposition respecting the 
mode of funding the public debt, gave rise to mnl>h animated 
discussion ; in which James Madison proposed an amendment, 
more difficult in practice and not less objectionable in its prin* 
ciple. Mr. Hamilton advocated a reduction of the establish- 
ed interest ; Mr. Madison, a discrimination between the orig- 
inal lender of money and the present holder of certificates. 
The principle of the secratary, however, and nearly his entire 
plan, were adopted ; funding one part of the debts at three 
per cent. ; deferring the accruing of any interest on another 
portion, for ten years ; and limiting the highest rate of inter- 
est to six per cent. In this arrangement, besides fifty-four- 
millions of the general debt, were included twenty-one mil- 
lions-and-a-half of the debts of individual states ; confined to 
certificates issued above their just proportion, for general de- 
fence, during the rcvolutiony war. The assumption of the 
state debts required additional revenue ; and 8u.^•gested the 
laying of duties on domestic distilled spirits; a measure, which, 
while it increased the credit of the United States, had a ser- 
ious effect on the tranquillity of particular sections. 

Notwithstanding the arguments that might justly be offered 
against the manner in which the public debts were funded ; 
the system was, on the whole, eminently beneficial to the coun- 
try. Public paper, which had previously sunk in the propor- 
tion of ten to one, rapidly advanced to par ; and, being now 
convenient for circulation, invigorated agriculture and com- 
merce, to a degree not less than would have resulted from 
the introduction of an equal quantity of metallic coin. 

To complete the finanical department, colonel Han\ilton 
recommended the formation of a national bank. This meas- 
ure was strenuously opposed. Some objected to the utility 
of any banking establishment ; others, to the plan of the one 
proposed : but more, to its institution, on the ground of the 
inadequate constitutional powers of congress ; on which, the 
legislature and the cabinet were divided. A law for the pur- 
pose having at length passed both houses, the president, who 
was extremely guarded against infringing the constitution, re- 
i|uired from the heads of departments their opinions on the 
subject ; and then, examining it in all its relations, deliberately 
gave it the sanction of his name. The bank was chartered 
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for twenty years ; its capital was ten millions, in shares of 
foinr-hundred dollars each. The rights acquired by the sub- 
scribers were in so great demand, that they rose in a short 
time to two-hundred dollars advance on the first payment of 
tiventy-five. Branches, termed offices of discount and deposit, 
were established in the principal sea-ports of the United 
States; the parent bank being placed in Philadelphia, at that 
time the seat of government. 

But the public blessings which we have been contemplating, 
were not without alloy. The inimense wealth acquired by in- 
dividuals, from the increase in the value of property, and es- 
pecially of the public stocks, made them objects of envy. 
Whilst the partisans of Hamilton, and those enriched by his 
plans, adored him as the financial saviour of the United States, 
others reviled him as the friend of monarchy, who wished to 
invest the goverament with artificial strength, by raising up a 
raonied aristocracy, obedient to its will ; and, at the very time 
when the country was enjoying unexampled prosperity from the 
wise administration of an official government, its authors were 
loaded with execrations, by a large portion of their fellow- 
citizens. 

A criminal resistance was thus promoted to the payment of 
the excise duty on domestic spirits. This duty was particu- 
larly obnoxious to those inhabitants of Pennsylvania who 

1 79 1 ^^^^^^ ^" ^''^ western side of the Alleghany mountsuns. A 
meeting of delegates Trom the malcontents was held at 
Pittsburgh ; where, all who should obey or execute the ex- 
cise law, were proscribed as enemies to their country. Gov- 
ernment was careful to remove all real grievances. In the 
following summer, the law was revised, and every reasonable 
objection canceled or amended. But the amendment was un- 
availing. The very principle of excise was the object of hos- 
tility. A second meeting was convened ; in which, resolutions 
were adopted for opposing the execution of the law : the 

1794 ^^^^^^^» when in the performance of his duty, was 
shot at by a party of armed men ; and, on the fol- 
lowing day, the insurgents, to the number of five-hundred, at- 
tacked the house of the inspector, and forced him, together 
with a small military guard, to surrender. 

Sensations the most distressing pervaded the breast of gen- 
eral Washington. Humanity restrained the avenging sword 
of justice, in one hand ; whilst the solemn obligations of 
duty directed his attention to the b.ilance, in the other> He 
determined to execute the laws ; and, by employing an army 
sufficient, from its numbers, to make resistance desperate, 



THE UNITED STATES. m 

The utmost force the insurgents could bring into the field, 
was supposed to be seven-thousand. A requisition was 
accordingly inade^ to the governors of Jersey, PennsylTa- 
nia, Maryland, and Virginia, for an army of fifteen-thousands 
The militia turned out with uncommon alacrity. The troops 
of Jersey and Pennsylvania rendezvoused at Bedford ; those 
of Maryland and Virginia, at Cumberland, on the Potomac. 
The president visited each division, and left the whole under 
the command of governor Lee, of Virginia. He marchei 
into the disturbed country ; but found no armed bodies of the^ 
insurgents : the greatness of the force produced the desired 
effect, and restored tranquillity, without bloodshed. 

Whilst the extremity of Pennsylvania was thus suffering 
from the viiulence of human passion, its capital was afflicted 
with a melancholy visitation of Providence. In the year 179S, 
Philadelpiiia was ravaged by the awful effects of a yellow fev- 
er. It commenced about tl»e beginning of August, and con- 
tinued for about three months, during which lime, there died 
-four-thousand, out of a population of sixty-thousand, by that 
disorder alone. Its greatest height was about the middle of 
October ; when, one-hundied-and-twenty persons were carried 
off in a single day. Many fled to the country : the usual 
avocations of society were abandoned. The streets became 
a desert. Distress appeared in every form. In the midst, 
however, of this calamity, much benevolence was shown. 
A committee took charge of the sick poor, and provided 
them with a house, medicine, and attendance : and the or- 
phans were collected in a place of safety ; where, they were 
nursed, fed, and furnished with every comfort. About the 
middle of November, the disorder ceased ; the citizens re- 
turned ; and business reassumed its course. Since that period^ 
a similar species of fever has, at intervals, appeared in Phila- 
delphia, and other commercial cities in the United States ; 
particularly, in New York, Baltimore, Charleston, Savannah, 
and New Orleans : but, from the precautionary measures of 
the several boards of health, mali^^nnnt fevers, for nearly the 
last twenty years, are almost unknown in any of the towns sit- 
uated to tl^e north of Ci-arlcston. 

Amongst the distinguished individuals during that calamitous 
season, the most conspicuous was Benjamin Rush ; whether we 
consider his humanity, his fearless conduct amidst the appalling 
scenes of contagion, or the skill with which he combated the 
destructive antagonist. This accomplished physician, already 
known as an active member of that congress which voted the 
independence of his country, was a native of FeBnqrlraDia*, 
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He was born about twelve miles from Philadelphia ; the third 
in descent from English ancestors, who accompanied Wil- 
liam Penn. His classical education was completed at Prince- 
ton ; his medical, in the celebrated school of fklinburgh. Am- 
bitious, at an early a$^c, to excel in his profession, he register- 
ed in a common-place bcok every occurrence worthy of 
remembrance. Great was the benefit derived from his juve- 
nile record. To that joumal, happily commenced in his 
eighteenth year, he had recourse, ai the age of fifty, for the 
only account then cxtnnt of a malignant fever which prevail- 
ed m Philadelphia in the 1762; thereby, preserving valuable 
information as to its general symptoms, and the most effective 
mode oi resisting its effects. In cases cf »n alarming or des* 
perate nature, his decisions were firm, and his practice entre- 
pid. He not unfrequcntly lost credit, for a time, in subduing 
sickness, ind saving life, by remedies that were not approved 
by his connexions or his friends. This trait in his character, 
Dr. Rush now strikingly displayed. His house, although it- 
self the nbo(!c of sickness, was the resort of thousands, whom 
he was unable to visit at their dwellings. Their confidence 
was not niisulaccd. He devised a mode of treatment, which 
tended ^':reatly to overcome the malignant power of the dis- 
ease ; and, devoting himself entirely to the service of the af- 
flicted, he remained at his post until the mortality ceased ; al- 
though he himself had been a subject of its attack, and many 
of the laculiy had sought an asylum in the country. His 
professional works are contained in five volumes; entitled, Med- 
ical Inquiries and Observations; and a sixth volume, composeil 
entirely of introductory lectures. His theories are in gener- 
al considered as extravagant : but his practice will long re- 
main a valuable source of imitation.* 

Two new states had now been admitted as members of the 
great federal government, — Vermont and Kentucky. Ver- 
mont was formed into an independent community against much 
opposition, and received into the Union in 1791. Owing to 
British, acts of parliament j inconsistent with each other, the 
soil was claimed by several adjacent states; particularly, by 
New York. Civil war between the parties was repeatedly ap- 
proached ; but hostilities vi^ere restrained by the paternal ad- 
vice of Washington, and finally prevented by the eloquence of 
Alexander Hamilton ; who induced New York to acquiesce 
in the demand of Vermont for independence. Kentucky 



* Dr. Kush died, after a short illness, in the year 1813. 
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owes its political existence to the liberal spirit of Virg^inia. It 
was a part of this province, until she authorised and encour- 
aged the former in the establishmeni of a separate govern- 
ment, to be organized by the frf^e voice of its own inhabitants. 
ThisiYas accordingly done, in the year 1785 ; and, in 17y2, it 
was admitted into the Union, on equal terms with its indul- 
gent parent. Kentucky was known, at an early period, by the 
French; but was long carefully hidden from the knowledge 
of the British colonies. In 1714, Mr. Spotswood, governor 
of Virginia, made a journey to the Alleghany mountains ; as- 
certained the practicability of crossing them ; and, from their 
lofty summits, beheld the beautiful western plains compre- 
hended within his jurisdiction. Hunters and Indian traders j 
before and afterwards, had occasionally traversed them ; but 
James M'Bride was the first white person thai visited the 
country with a view of settling. In 1754, he carv*:'d h^sname 
on a tree, as an evidence of his taking possession. The French 
war, hpwevel*, which immediately followed, prevented the ex- 
ecution of his design. The earliest permanent settlement was 
made by colonel Daniel Boon ; who, with a few companions, 
explored it in 1769. But this little colony, meeting with no- 
thing but hardships, grew exceedingly disheartened. They 
were plundered, dispersed, or killed, by the wandering In- 
dians ; except Boon himself, who continued a solitary inhabi- 
tant of the wilderness, until the year 1771. The colonel was 
not easily discouraged. He returned to this fertile region, ac- 
companied by foity families of Powell's Valley ; who, in 1 773, 
were the whole population of Kentucky, The oldest settle- 
ment is Boonsborough. This country was never inhabited by 
the In^i^^s V it was only known to them by the name of the 
Dark and Bloody Ground ; being claimed by various tribes, 
whose titles, if they had any, were so obscure, as to render it 
doubtful to wliich nation it belonged ; and hence, it became a 
theatre of war, and the residence only of wild beaists. Its pro- 
gress in population, and general improvement, alniost ex- 
ceeds belief. The cuinals of colonization do not, as far as 
our information extends, afford any previous instance of similar 
advancement. 

The extension of settlements beyond the Ohio, was much 
retarded by the hostile disposition of the Indians. Compel- 
led, through necessity, to make a seeming relinquishment 
of those lands, on which they had drawn their earliest breathi 
and ranged, undisturbed, in pursuit of their favourite game, . 
the untutored children of the forest, like the sophisticated po- . 
liticians of the eastern world, adhered to their agreements no 
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longer than they were constrained by interest or fear. The 
Indians were now a formidable people. They had been in- 
alructed by the French in the use of fire-ai*mS} iron toma* 
hawkS) and swords; and had acquired considerable know- 
ledge of their discipline. In natural courage, they were nev- 
er deficient ; though, in bodily strength, they were inferior 
to the Virginians, and other descendants of Europeans; espec- 
ially, to those who inhabited the hilly country of the west. 

in the south, the Creek Indians, whose fighting men amount- 
ed to six-hundred, under M'Gillivray, the son of a white man, 
had been at war with Geoi*gia : peace, however, was restored 
therei in 1790, in consequence of a treaty signed by that chief- 
tun, at New York. Pacific overtures, made to the north- 
western Indians, were rejected. In the following yeair, four- 
teen-hundred men, of whom three-hundred were regulars, and 
the remainder miUtia from Kentucky and Pennsylvania ; the 
whole under the command of general Harmar ; were sent to 
destroy their settlements on the Scioto and the Wabash ; but 
the militia being panic-struck, the expedition was defeated, 
with the loss of three-hundred-and-sixty men killed. The next 
attempt against these people, was still more disastrous. Gen« 
eral St. Clair, at that time governor of the western territory, 
being placed at the head of two-thousand militia and regalan, 
proceeded to destroy the Indian villages on the Miami, and 
expel the inhabitants from that country : but, owing to the 
shameful conduct of the militia, he was completely routed, 
by an inferior number of the enemy ; who killed, in the battle 
and during the retreat, tliirty-eight officers and nearly six-hun- 
dred privates. Amongst the dead, was the gallant general But- 
ler : amongst the wounded, were colonels Gibson and Darke, 
major Butler and adjutant Sargent; officers of distinguished 
merit. Seldom, had the Americans experienced so severe 
a loss ; and never from an enemy so contemptible in num- 
ber. St. Clair, having resigned, was succeeded by general 
Wayne; who, in September, 1793, reached the ground where 
that officer was defeated, erected a fort, to which, he gave the 
name of Recovery, and made every preparation for advan* 
cing against the Indian settlements early in the following year. 
On the 20th of August, after his incfFectiially endeavouring to 
negotiate a peace, a general en.Ljagement ensued near the Nli- 
ami. The Indians amounied to about two-thousand; the 
American army, to three-thousand : of whom, two-thirds were 
regulars, and the remainder mounted militia, from Kentucky^ 

-^^: commanded by general Scott. 

^ The action was decisive ; the Indians were completely tovkU 
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ed. General Wayne remained for tliree days in front of the 
iield of battle, laying waste the houses and corn-fields; drove 
the Indians out of the country, and erected forts in the midst 
of their late settlements, to prevent their return* 

In the year after, Wayne concluded, at Greenville, treaties 
>\'ith the hostile Indians nortli-west of the Ohio ; by which, 
peace was established, on terms mutually satisfactory and be- 
neficial. A humane system now commenced for s^meliorat- 
ing their condition. They were, henceforth, protected by the 
United States from the impositions and incursions of lawless 
white people ; taught the use of the loom, and encouraged in 
the pursuits' of agriculture : measures reflecting high .praise 
on colonel Hawkins, who was amongst tlie fir^t to execute the 
benevolent intentions, originally projected by the humane 
spirit of general Washington. 



CHAPIER VIL 

J FRENCH UBVOLUTION. , 

Short War with France, Jay*8 treaty with Great Britain. 

Death of General Washington. 

a 

Whilst the administration were employed in quelling the 
refractory, and restraining the inroads of a subtle enemy, with- 
in the bosom of the country, they were unexpectedly involv- 
ed in a foreign war, by the great political convulsions of. Eu- 
rope. Emboldened by the success of the American revolu- 
tion, the people of France had proceeded in their endeavours 
to obtain freedom, until they had de|>rived their unhappy mon- 
arch of his sceptre, and, finally of his life ; and were now con- 
tending, singlerhanded, against the surrounding states. In 
this situation, the French Directory turned their eyes towards 
America, and demanded, in the friendship and assistance of 
the emancipated colonies, a return for the aid rendered them 
by Louis ; an aid given by a sovereign whom they had depos- 
<;d ; wjiose interest was unconnected with his people's : and 
that the United States would violate the bond of peace, the at- 
tainment of which was the only merit claimed by their former':, * 
allies. The minister appointed by their fallen monaroli hav-ifft 
kig been recalled from the United States, M. Genet, was senti *; 
.•ver in his place. This envoy treated the American republicy^;^ "^ 
more like a tributary vassal, than a country holding a high 
rank amongst independent nations. In a few dai(ck ^feATft \5if^ 
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landing* v^hich was at Charleston, he undertook to authoriae 
the armiog^ of vessels in that port, and the enlisting of men ; 
giving commissions, in the name of the French govemnieott 
to cruise at sea, and commit hostilities on land, against nations 
with whom the United States were at peace. The British 
minister remonstrated. The president, before the arrival of 
Genet, had determined on the line he should pursue ; which 
was, a strict neutrality ; and issued the proper orders for de- 
feating the unwarrantable interference of the French ambas- 
sador. A large body of the people, however, were, at this 
time, favourable to the French encroachments;— -some, en- 
lightened men, who were willing to sacrifice every thing, to 
aid a country struggling for liberty against a world in arms; 
many, through a desire of proRt ; and more, through igno- 
rances—anxious to repay an obligation, yet unable to discover 
to whom they were indebted. Encouraged by these generous 
feelings, Genet designed a measure unexampled in the page 
of hbtory. He threatened an appeal to the people. They 
only, he declared, and not ihe constituted authorities, possess- 
ed the sovereignty, in a democratic state. This appeal ofiFend- 
ed and alarmed all who felt for the honour and independence 
of their country. The president requested that he should be 
recalled ; and he was accordingly superseded. His successors 
were less violent in their deportment, but nearly similar in 
their designs. Every day gave indi'-.'itions of an open rup- 
ture. Not conlented with seizing enemies* property when 
found on board vessels of the United Slates, the French Di- 
rectory authorised the indiscriminate capture of all vessels 
sailing under their flig; demanded a large sum of money, as 
the price of a negotiation ; and ordered general Pinckney 
and Mr. Marshall, two envoys from the American govern- 
ment, to quit the territories of France. 

- - In the meantime, general Washington, having com* 
pleted a double period of his magisterial duties, was 
succeeded by John Adams, the late vice-president ; his form- 
er office having been filled by Thomas Jefferson, secretary of 
state. 

When those events were known in the United States, they 
excited the keenest and most extensive indignation. The ar- 
dour of their infantile years was rekindled ; the rancour of 
party was suspended. " Millions for defence, but not a cent 
for tribute," resounded throughout the union. Authority was^ 
given for capturing armed French vessels. Two severe and 
well fought actions took place in the West India seas ; the 
1799 ^''®^' between the American frigate Constellation, of 
thirty-eight gunS) commax\ded by commodore Trux- 
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ton, and the French frigate, L'Insurgente, of forty ; the sec- 
ond, between the same frigate, and La Vengeance of fiflf 
guns. L'Insurgente was captured ; but La Vengeance after 
having struck, escaped in the night, by reason of the disabled 
state of the Consceilation. 

Addresses poured in upon the president, from every sec- 
tion of the Union ; approving his nneasures, and promising^ him 
the most efficient support. A military resistance being de- 
termined on, all eyes were again turned towards their beloved 
Washington ; as the man, who, more than any other, could 
draw into the pnblic service the best military talents, and the 
whole natural strength, of the country. He obeyed the call, 
and accepted the charge of organizing the army, and directing 
its operations. What could not be affected by negotiation, 
was accomplishe<l by the conduct of an heroic soldier. When 
supplicating, America was insulted ; when armed, she was res- 
pected. France soon intimated a desire for peace. Envoys 
were, accordingly, sent to Paris ; where, they found the Di- 
rectory overthrown, and the government in the hands of Buo- 
naparte, with the title of first consul. The a^nbassadors were 
now received with the respect due to their character and 
countiy; all disputes were speedily adjusted, and, shortly af- 
terwards, a new treaty between the two nations was con- 
eluded. 

To the prudent neutrality which tlie American government 
maintained, whilst, for a long series of years, the several king- 
doms of Europe were involved, by their indiscretion, in a des- 
tructive war, may be attributed the greater part of the wealth 
gained by the present merchants of the United States ; the in- 
crease and expenence of her seamen ; the improved skill of 
her mechanicF^ and the unrivaled prosperity of her farmers. 

But there was still another power, the great antagonist of 
France, with which, disputes, of not less importance, had to be 
adjusted. This was Great Britain. Although, since the de- 
finitive treaty of Paris, there occurred no open hostilities be- 
tween England and the United States, yet they were far from 
being on terms of perfect amity and reconciliation. Soon af- 
ter the termination of the revolutionary contest, the two coun- 
tries charged each other with having violated that treaty ; a 
charge, which, though reciprocally denied, was reciprocally 
proved. The British had stipulated that they would not car- 
ry off or destroy the negroes, or other property, of the Amer- 
icans. But the greatest vigilance, and the purest intentionsi 
could not have secured the entire fulfilment oi this agreement. 
Good faith to the blacks produced an infraction oi contv^ct 
with the whites ; for^ many of the formeri beia^.ia.' 
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qi freedom) ^in consequence of their having joined the royai 
«l|ndard, could not, on any principle of English law, be deliv- 
ered as slaves to their American masters. One failure pro- 
duced another. The Americans had agreed to pay the Brit- 
ish merchants all debts contracted before the war, without 
any impediment, in sterling money. This stipulation was very 
i;enerally infr^ged. Some were prevented from fulfilling 
thevr ei^agements by the loss of their negroes, and the couse- 
quentnon-culiivation of their lands; others, by the unjust meas- 
ures of the individual states, compelling the acceptance of 
depreciated paper in place ef coin. The evil did not termin- 
ate with these. The non-pdymcnt, on the part of the Ameri- 
cans, of their mercantile debts, was assigned to Great Britain 
as a reason for retaining the military posts on the south aide 
of the lakes, which form the northern boundary of the United 
States. In this unsettled posture of affairs. Great Britain be- 
came opp>osed to France in the great continental war, which 
has already been a subject of our notice. As France was then 
generally beloved in the United States, and the former pro- 
portionably hated, the hostile feeling that before existed was 
thenceforth increased ; not onlv from the previous excitement, 
but from new causes, arising from the war. The Americans 
had become the shipping carriers of France; and« -adhering 
to their favourite principle, that, ^' free ships make free 
goods," were indignant at the frequent searches, as well as 
captures of their vessels, and of French property on board. 
But of this conduct, the American merchants could, in justice, 
©nly partially complain. By the treaty which ended the revo- 
lutionary war, the search of their vessels, and the seizure of 
enemies' properly, were formally permitted; notwithstanding, 
that, by a previous agreement between the United States and 
France, a contrary principle was sanctioned, as regarded the 
relations of the latter. 

As an ultimate resource for the preservation of peace, Mr.- 
Jay, chief-justice of the United States, was deputed envoy ex- 
traordinary to London. A treaty with Great Britain was the 
result of this mission. But, though more was now yielded 
than at any former period of the negotiation, the concessions, 
on the part of England, were far short of what the people 
had demanded ; and, on the part of the United States, great- 
er than were pleasing to the majority of the American peopled 
the posts were given up, and compensation was made for sev- 
eral of the illegal captures. Their favourite maxim, howeveri 
that ^< free ships make free goods," tvas abandoned, ^nd the 
search of their merchant vessels admitted. The United States. 
to pay six-hundred-lhausaad pounds sterling to tli& 
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British government^ in trust for the English creditors of the 
Americans, for all remaining claims of individuals of the one 
nation against individuals of the other : thus, settling all grounds 
of controversy emanating from the revolution. 

The happiness arising from the accommodation with the 
French, was more general ; but it was mingled with a recent 
grief, that checkedthe full expression of public feeling. Wash- 
ington, than whom, thoagh none was ever more alert in war^ 
none more sincerely cherislied the benign sentiments of peacey 
was not allowed to partake in the general joy. Before ac- 
counts arrived of this amicable adjustment, he ceased t6, be 
numbered with the living. 

On the 13th of December, he had received a slight sprink- 
ling of rain, whilst attending some improvements at Mount 
Vernon. In the following night, he was seized with an in- 
flammation in his throat ; shortly afterwards followed by fever 
and difficulty of breathing. He was, at that time, bled ; but 
would not allow his family physician to be called before day. Dr. 
Craik arrived about eleven, and, by his recommendation^ was 
soon joined in consultation by two other physicians. But their 
united powers were unavailing. In about twenty-four hours 
from the time of his usual health, he expired. 

The eq.uanimity which attended him through life, did not 
forsake him on his death-bed. He submitted to the inevitable 
stroke with the becoming firmness of a man, the calmness of 
a philosopher, the resignadon and confidence of a Christian. 
When convinced that his dissolution was fast approaching, he 
requested leave to die without further interruption ; then, un- 
dressed himself, went tranquilly to bed, and, having placed 
himself in a suitable attitude, soon afterwards closed his eyes 
with his own hands, and yielded up his spirit without a strug- 
gle. 

As no pencil has been able correctly to delineate the im- 
pressive dignity of his countenance; nor any chisel, the ma- 
jestic figure of his person ; so, no pen can fully concentrate 
the transcendent qualities of his mind, or the amiable dispo- 
tions of his heart. The history of his country is his best eulo- 
gium ; his most faithful monument, the love and admiration of 
the world. 

The same Providence which guided the affairs of the revo- 
lution, and, in the agency of Washington, raised man almost 
above his accustomed rank in the creation, withdrew his &- 
vourite production, when human talent, or human virtue, was 
no longer sufficient to preserve the tranquillity, or retain the 
veneration, of his cohntry. The pages of futurityi if then un- 
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folded) would have reverse^ the deep sensations of regret ; by 
chaps^ng into thankfulness, the unequaled feelings caused by 
a departure^ at an age that promised many years of happiness 
' 10 himself} and benefit to his country. ' ' 

General Washington had never dny offspring. He had mar- 
ried Mrs. Cusus ; a lady, who, to a handsome person and large 
fortune, added every accomplishment that contributes to the 
felicity of the connubial state. To Mrs. Washington, his do- 
mestic partner for forty years, he bequeathed, during her life, 
Mount Vernon, and a considei*able share of his extensive lands ; 
which, on her decease, were to become the property of his ne- 
phew, Bushrod Washington. To his brother Charles^ he left 
only a memorial of his affection ; in consideration of the ample 
provision made by him for his children. Mrs. Washington's 
grand-children were remembered as his oWn : every branch of 
his numerous relatives, and many charitable institutions, expe- 
rienced the 'liberality of his heart. His negroes were eman- 
cipated : provision was made for the support and education of 
the young on his plantation, and for the maintenance of the old 
and infirm. 



CHAPTER Vni. 

FOUHDINe OF WASHINGTON. 

Removal of the the seat of government to the new ea/titalj 
Ifashington. War with Trifioli. Tennessee, Ohio. Put' 
chase ^Louisiana, Trial of Aaron Burr, 

IT had been strongly advised by Washington, that the seat 
of government should be removed to a place more convenient 
for the general interest of the United States, than either New 
York or Philadelphia. Accordingly, at the second session af- 
ter the formation of the new federal government, his recom- 
mendation was considered with merited attention, and adopted. 
A territory, ten miles on every side, now called the District 
of Columbia, having been ceded, for this purpose, by Virgin- 
ia and Maryland, a city, bearing the name of the illustrious 
protector of his country, was founded on the Potomac, in that 
portion given by the latter. The ancient laws of the ceded 
territory were secured to their respective divisions ; and the 
sovereign authority of the District was vested in the general 
congress. In 1800, the public offices were removed from 
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Pbiladelphia to the infant capital ; in which, magnificent build- 
ings had been erected for their accommodation ; and congress 
assembled there in December. 

Harmony now subsisted between the United States and the 
great European powers. But a new scene of vexation, and 
eventually of war, arose from the piracies of the Barbary 
states. The disputes which had, for some time, existed, with 
the tributary princes of tlie Turkish empire, Tunis, Algiers, 
and Morocco, were settled by treaty, without the occurrence 
of any remaikahle event. But there remained another of 
these barbarian freebooters, with whom a similar adjustment 
was impracticaole, until chastised, in some degree, to submis- 
sion. 

. The bashaw of Tripoli, having dismissed the American con- 
sul, and threatened speedy depredations on the American 
commerce, unless certain demands of tribute were conceded ; 
on the refusal of the United States to comply with these de- 
grading terms, proceeded to the execution of his threats. 
Several vessels were accordingly captured. But these in- 
sults were not suffered to remain long unavenged. The navy 
of the United States, though small in number, was not defi- 
cient in activity and courage. Captain Sterret, in the schoon- 

.g er Enterprise, fell in with a Tripolitan cruiser of Mal- 
• ta. A desperate engagement ensued. It was, in the 
first instance, continued several hours, when the Tripolitan 
hauled down her colours. The crew of the Enterprise, quit- 
'ting their guns, gave three cheers ; whereupon, the faithless 
pirate fired a broadside into the American, hoisted her flag, 
and renewed the action with additional ferocity. But she was 
soon, again, overcome, and ordered under the quarters of the 
Enterprise. Here, she a second time re- commenced the coD<- 
test, by pouring a broadside into her antagonist ; at the same 
time, hoisting the bloody flag, and making strenuous attempts 
to board. The indignation of a generous enemy was now rais- 
ed to the utmost pitch, — « Fight on, and sink the perfidioufi 
villians to the bottom," exclaimed the American commander. 
— ^" Sink her to the bottom," vociferated his enraged compan- 
ions. — A position was taken which enabled them to rake her 
fore-and-aft. Her nazen mast was shot away ; her sides, open- 
ed by well-directed shots, admitted overwhelming torrents 
from the sea ; her commander, throwing his colours over- 
board, implored for mercy. The supplication was not made 
in vain. Contempt, having quelled the infuriated breast, allow- 
ed the wretches the unmerited rights of civilized warfare. 
His instructions not permitting him to capture the vaDquiah* 
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cd corsaify captdn Sterret ordered her crew to throw her 
guns into the sea ; and, having paid every attention to the 
wounded Tripolitans that humanity could dictate, he ordered 
their vessel to be dismantled. Her remaining masts were cut 
down : a spar was erected, to which was hung, as a fiag, a tat- 
tered sail ; and, in this condition, she was sent into Tripoli, as 
an awful specimen of what might be expected from a nation 
determined to pay tribute only in powder and ball. The re<- 
ception of her treacherous commander was in conformity with 
the sentiments of his barbarian chief: he was punished, not for 
his perfidy, but for his defeat. Mounted on a jack-ass, he 
was paraded through the town, as an object of public scorn, 
and afterwards, chastised with iive-hundred bastinadoes. 

In the course of the year, the United Slates seni three frig- 
ates and a sloop of war into the Mediterranean, under com- 
modore Dale. On his arrival, he blockaded the port of Tri- 
poli ; by which means^ the piratical vessels being confined with- 
in their harbours, the American commerce was eifectually se- 
cured from molestation. In the following year, commodoi^e 
Murray, when erasing off Tripoli in the frigate Constellation, 
was attacked « during a calm, by a formidable number of gun- 
boats ; but, dashing in amongst them, he obliged them to re- 
tire in confusion and dismay. 
1803 ^^^^ "^^^ naval occurrence excites considerable "re- 
gret ; not, however, as proceeding fi cm misconduct, 
but from' unavoidable misfortune. Dctei mined on vigorous 
measures against Tripoli, the governmt i\t (?t ile United States 
despatched to the Mediterranean, a sqiiadron of seven sail,— 
the Philadelphia and Constitution, each of iorty^rour, with the 
Argus and Syren, the Nautilus, Enterprise, and Vixen, of 
of from fourteen to eighteen guns each ; under the command 
of commodre Preble. The Philadelphia, c oninnanded by cap- 
tain Brainbridge, when returr.ing from u frintk-ss chase, ran 
upon a rock, not laid down in any known clart ; distant about 
five miles from the town of Tripoli. To lit»hicn the vessel, 
all her cannon were thrown overboard, excepting a few aloft, 
reserved as a defence against the c;un-boats, \s hich were fast 
advancing to attack her. The forcn)asi was cut away, every 
art was tried to get her off; but all piovrd ui^availing. Her 
situation was awfully distresjsing. Not '.\ my *A hope appear- 
ed, to lessen, even by fallacious exj rctpficn the terror of ap- 
proaching bondage ; a bondage more dieacled by her indig- 
nant crew than immediate death. Assailed on all sides, de- 
prived of every means of effectual resistance, the Philadel* 
phia was compelled to strike her colours, was taken posses- 
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6ion of -by the Tripolitans, and her ofBcers and crew, amounting 
to thret-hundred, were made piisoners. 

Thii rictoiy, which accident, not valour, had given to the bar- 
barians, was, in the following summer^ in a great measure, re- 
gained. Whatever anticipations of future benefit the Tripol- 
itan chief was enabled to enjoy in the contemplation of indi- 
vidual ransom, he was not long allowed the pleasure of be- 
holding the recent accession to his navy. A young officer in 
the American squadron, conceived the design of retaking, or, 
at least, of destroying, the captured frig^ate ; which had been 
towed off by the enemy, and was then lying at anchor with- 
in the harbour. Lieutenant Stephen Decatur, the projector 
of the intended enterprise, having submitted his plan to the 
commodore, and received his approbation, performed the dar- 
ing service with that gallantry and judgment, which have, 
subsequently, in more important actions, gained him the re- 
spect and admiration of his country. Furnished with a small 
schooner, the Intrepid, and seventy men, he sailed from Syra- 
1804 cuse, and, under a neutral flag, appeared off Tripoli on 
the 1 6th of February, accompanied by the brig Syren ; 
which vessel was directed to remain in a convenient station,' for 
the purpose, if required, of covering a I'etreat. When with- 
in two-hundred yards of his object, Decatur was hailed, and 
ordered to anchor, on the peiil of being sunk. His pilot re- 
plied, that her anchors were lost, and carried the schooner t« 
within fifty yards of the frigate ; where she was becalmed. 
Decatur warped up his vessel, laid her along side, sprang on 
board, followed by his determined crew ; rushed, sword-in- 
hand, upon the Tripolitans, soon overcame them, and, amidst 
a tremendous assault from two corsairs and the batteries on 
shore, set fire to the Philadelphia, and, with his brave com- 
panions, retired. 

For the intrepidity and skill evinced in this bold enterprisci 
Decatur was advanced to the rank of post-captain. 

From tlie 3d to the 29th of August, Preble made three gen- 
eral attacks upon the Tripolitan batteries ; all conducted with 
admirable gallantry, and producing a correspondent effect. 
In the first engagement, Lieutenant Decatur, brother of the 
captain, was killed ; but, on the whole, the loss was trifling. 
In another, the American vessels, fired a hundred-and-twenty 
rounds each, and sunk several gun-boats and a polacre. The 
Tripolitan force, on this occasion, was very great. They had 
in the harbour twenty-four armed vessels, a hundred-and-fif- 
teen guns on the batteries, and, besides the inhabitants, forty- 
five-thousand Arabs to defend the city. 

But these long continued demonstrations of heroic reaolu:- 

IT 
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tkni were not lufficient to break the fetters of captivitf , nor 
leiien the rigours of barbarian insolence. The prmonen were 
treated with atrocious cruehy. They encountered cold and 
hunger, labouff menaces, and stripes : they were chained to 
loaded cartsy and, like oxen, compelled to drag them 
through the town. Every remonstrance made by captain 
Bainbridge in behalf of his companions, was unheeded, every 
teffort to roidgate their sufferings, unsuccessful. Some new 
experiment was imperiously demanded. It wasy therefore, 
resolved by the Ameiican ministry, to try another enterprise ; 
in order to gain the liberation of the prisoners, and a speedy 
and honourable peace. This was a co-operation with Ham- 
et, the ex -bashaw of Tripoli ; who had been driven from the 
government, by the usurpation of bis brother. Accordingly, 
Sir. William E^ton of Massachusetts, was despatched, to 
communicate the project to Hamet, and make arrangements 
lor its execution. Eaton performed his part with distinguish- 
ed lustre. After much embarrassment, he effected an inter- 
view with the exiled sovereign in Upper Egypt ; where he 
had associated with an army of Mamelukes, at war with the 
Turkish government. Hamet was well pleased with the 
seheme of the Americans, and appointed Eaton commander 
of the forces destined for its accomplishment ; an event that 
would restore Hamet to his throne. It was designed to pen- 
etrate by land into the Tripolitan dominions | with whatever 
force could be mustered amongst the parti zans of Hamet, sup- 
ported by as many Americans, and other Christians, aa felt for 
the distresses of the imprisoned seamen. On the 6th of March, 
1805 S^"^^^ Eaton, accompanied by Hamet, with three- 
hundred well-mounted Arabs, seventy Christians, and 
about a hundred camels laden with baggage and provisions, 
began his march from Alexandria ; and after fifty-two days 
spent in traversing a hideous desert of five-hundred miles, du- 
ring which, all the dangers and perseverance related in ro- 
mance seemed realized, he arrived before Derna, a city in the 
regency of Tripoli. 

An army, sent by the reigning bashaw, was hastening to its 
relief; and was then within one day's march of the town. 
No time was therefore to be lost. Eaton summoned it to 
surrender. The governor returned an answer of defiance. 
An assault was made on the next day ; when, after a combat 
of two hours and a half, supported, on the water side, by part 
of the American squadron, the town was carried by the bayo- 
net. The Chrisdans suffered severely in the action ; nearly a 
of third of their number were killed, aod^Eaton himself was 
fct IfDiinded in the wrist. 
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On the 18th of May, the Tropolitans advanced, with the de- 
sign of recoTering the captured city : but, afler a contest of 
four hours, in which the Christians engaged the barbarians in 
the proportion of one to a hundred, the latter hastily retreat- 
ed behind the mountains. On the 1 0th of June, a general 
battle again occurred ; the American vessels a second time 
co-operated, and galled the enemy by a well directed fire. It 
lasted nearly five hours, and ended in the further overthrow 
of the assailants. 

The brilliant progress of general Eaton promised the most 
glorious and beneficial result. But the fruits of his achieve- 
ment were blasted, before they had reached maturity. The 
object which had been pursued by arms, was suddenly attain- 
ed by treaty ; a mode always to be preferred, when it involves 
no diminution of national character ; always to be shunned, 
when there is a sacrifice of honour. This arrangement, made 
with the reigning basliaw, by Mr. Lear, and ratified in the Uni- 
ted States, obtained the release of the prisoners for the sum of 
sixty-thousand dollars, and engaged that the American?, in 
withdrawing their forces, should use their influence to induce 
Hamet to retire. 

The state of Massachusetts was not forgetful of the warrior 
of Dema. Whilst congress were debating whetlier general 
Eaton should be rewarded by a a wordy or by a medaly his 
countrymen displayed a becoming liberality, in voting him 
ten-thousand acres of land. 

Fostered by the parental nature of the government, emigra- 
tions from the European world continued to increase. New 
manufactures were introduced into the United States: 
the sciences were annually spreading. Hardy labour- 
ers from Germany and Ireland assisted in giving strength to 
the republic, by an important addition to its numbers. The 
axe every where resounded through the western forests, and 
new communitiet sought association with the old. Since we 
noticed the establishment of Kentucky, two other states were 
joined in the federal constitution, — Tennessee and Ohio ; 
formed out of the ancient dominions of the Union. In 1789, 
North Carolina had assigned to the United States a large tract 
of her western lands. This country was called the southern 
territory, and erected by congress into a separate government, 
on the same plan as the north-western. In 1794, its inhabi- 
tants, having amounted to thirty-thousand, sent a delegate to 
congress, who, by law, was allowed « seat in the lower house, 
with a right of debating, but not of voting ; and, in two years 
afterwards, it was erected into a state, called Tennessee, and 
admitted to a full participation in the advantages of the Union. 
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tkm were not lufficient to break the fetters of captivity, nor 
leiien the rigoura of barbarian insolence. The priBonen were 
treated with atrocious cruehy. They encountered cold and 
hunger, labouff menaces, and stripes : they were chained to 
loaded cartsy and, like oxen, compelled to drag them 
through the town. Every remonstrance made by captain 
Bainbridge in behalf of his companions, was unheeded, every 
effort to mitigate their sufferings, unsuccessful. Some new 
experiment was imperiously demanded. It was, therefore, 
resolved by the Ameiican ministry, to try another enterprise ; 
in order to gain the liberation of the prisoners, and a speedy 
and honourable peace. This was a co-operation with Ham- 
et, the ex-bashaw of Tripoli ; who had been driven from the 
government, by the usurpation of his brother. Accordingly, 
Mr. William E^ton of Massachusetts, was despatched, to 
communicate the project to Hamet, and make arrangements 
lor its execution. Eaton performed his part with distinguish- 
ed lustre. After much embarrassment, he effected an inter- 
view with the exiled sovereign in Upper Egypt ; where he 
had associated with an army of Mamelukes, at war with the 
Turkish government. Hamet was well pleased with the 
seheme of the Americans, and appointed Eaton commander 
of the forces destined for its accomplishment ; an event that 
would restore Hamet to his throne. It was designed to pen- 
etrate by land into the Tripolitan dominions | with whatever 
force could be mustered amongst the parti zans of Hamet, sup- 
ported by as many Americans, and other Christians, as felt for 
the distresses of the imprisoned seamen. On the 6th of March, 
1805 S^^c^^ Eaton, accompanied by Hamet, with three- 
hundred well-mounted Arabs, seventy Christians, and 
about a hundred camels laden with baggage and provisions, 
began his march from Alexandria ; and after fifty-two days 
spent in traversing a hideous desert of five-hundred miles, du- 
rmg which, all the dangers and perseverance related in ro- 
mance seemed realized, he arrived before Derna, a city in the 
regency of Tripoli. 

An army, sent by the reigning bashaw, was hastening to its 
relief; and was then within one day's march of the town. 
No time was therefore to be lost. Eaton summoned it to 
surrender. The governor returned an answer of defiance. 
An assault was made on the next day ; when, after a combat 
of two hours and a half, supported, on the water side, by part 
of the American squadron, the town was carried by the bayo- 
net. The Christians suffered severely in the action ; nearly a 
of third of their number were killed, and -Eaton himself was 
hMa VDimded in the wrist. 
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On the 1 8th of May, the Tropolitans advanced, with the de- 
sign of recoTering the captured city : but, after a contest of 
four hours, in which the Christians engaged the barbarians in 
the proportion of one to a hundred, the latter hastily retreat- 
ed behind the mountains. On the 1 0th of June, a general 
battle again occurred ; the American vessels a second time 
co-operated, and galled the enemy by a well directed fire. It 
lasted nearly five hours, and ended in the further overthrow 
of the assailants. 

The brilliant progress of general Eaton promised the most 
glorious and beneficial result. But the fruits of his achieve- 
ment were blasted, before tliey had reached maturity. The 
object which had been pursued by arms, was suddenly attain- 
ed by treaty ; a mode always to be preferred, when it involves 
no diminution of national character ; always to be shunned, 
when there is a sacrifice of honour. This arrangement, made 
with the reigning bashaw, by Mr. Lear, and ratified in the Uni- 
ted States, obtained the release of ttie prisoners for the sum of 
sixty-thousand dollars, and engaged that the American?, in 
withdrawing their forces, should use their influence to induce 
Hamet to retire. 

The state of Massachusetts was not forgetful of the warrior 
of Dema. Whilst congress were debating whetlier general 
Eaton should be rewarded by a s wordy or by a medaly his 
countrymen displayed, a becoming liberality, in voting him 
ten-thousand acres of land. 

Fostered by the parental nature of the government, emigra- 
tions from the European world continued to increase. New 
manufactures were introduced into the United States : 
the sciences were annually spreading. Hardy labour- 
ers from Germany and Ireland assisted in giving strength to 
the republic, by an important addition to its numbers. The 
axe every where resounded throujaih the western forests, and 
new communitiet sought association with the old. Since we 
noticed the establishment of Kentucky, two other states were 
joined in the federal constitution, — Tennessee and Ohio ; 
formed out of the ancient dominions of the Union. In 1789, 
North Carolina had assigned to the United States a large tract 
of her western lands. This country was called the southern 
territory, and erected by congress into a separate government, 
on the same plan as the north-western. In 1794, its inhabi- 
tants, having amounted to thirty-thousand, sent a delegate to 
congress, who, by law, was allowed « seat in the lower house, 
with a right of dobating, but not of voting ; and, in two years 
afterwards, it was erected into a state, called Tennessee, and 
admitted to a full participation in the advantages of the Union. 
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Ohioi a portion of the territory westward of Pennsylvania, be- 
came a member of the general g^overnmcnt in the year 1 802 ; 
under the first American constitution, that declared explicitly, 
against the practice of holding slaves ; in conformity with a 
restriction humanely imposed, by congress, upon all that region 
of which it forms a part. Its earliest settlers were ai colony 
from New England; who, in 1788, founded Marietta, under 
the superintendence of general Putnam. 

In 1 80S, Lousiana was purchased from the French govern- 
ment, for the sum of fifteen-millions of dollars ; two-millions- 
and-a-half of which were to be retained by the United States, 
as compensation for illegal captures made by France. At 
this period, its population did not entitle it to an independent 
rank ; but a district of it was subsequently admitted to that 
privilege, and formed the eighteenth member of the great 
American confederation* 

In Lousiana, from the undisturbed navigation of the Missis- 
sippi, now secured ; by which, the Atlantic is connected with 
the remote regions of the west, and, (by its joinmg the Ohio,) 
with the ancient colonies as far as Pennsylvania ; the United 
States have acquired a territory lessened in value only by itis 
magnitude. Nature is there found in all the majesty of 
youth. A new field of enterprise is opened, and new pro- 
ductions are added to the rich variety of their former cata- 
logue. The sugar of New Orleans, in size and brilliancy of 
grain, is not excelled by any in the world : the cotton of the 
lower district is abundant, and superior, in staple, to the up- 
land species of Georgia or of Carolina. A large quantity of 
indigo was formerly produced there ; but this article, like the 
indigo of Carolina, h^s been, for many years past, degener- 
ating in quality, as well as decreasing in amount ; the plant- 
ers having transferred their attention to a more profitable cul- 
tivation. 

Louisiana, the boundaries of which were not yet completely 
ascertained, formed part of the vast rei;ion included, by the 
Spaniards, under the general name of Florida. One of their 
officers, De Soto, seems to have passed through the lower 
districts of this province, and to have reached the Mississippi, 
at a very early p&riod after the discovery of America. But 
the interior regions were not in any manner explored, by Eu- 
ropeans, until about the year 1673; when, the French gov- 
ernment of Canada sent a few persons to learn the truth of a 
report given by the Indians, respecting the existence of that 



• In the year 181?. 
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great river. They descended the Mississippii as far down^ 
at least) as the Missouri. But little more was done in its ex- 
amination, until undertaken by the enterprising La Salle ; who, 
boldly following its course, arrived at its mouth, in the Gulf 
of Mexico. New Orleans was founded, and became the seat 
of government, in 1 72 1 . The whole population of the colony 
did not then exceed iive-hundred. In 1762, by the treaty 
of Fontainbleau, which gave England possession of Spanish 
Florida, France, in a secret article, transferred Louisiana to 
the king of Spain ; with whom, it remained, until restored to 
the French republic, in the year 1800. But the acquisition 
was only nominal. The maritime superiority of England ren- 
dered it impossible for the French to convey an army destined 
for its occupation ; and it was, in consequence, assigned to the 
United States, at the period already mentioned. 

To render the purchase of the utmost benefit, as / well as 
to extend the field of natural science, Messrs. Lewis and 
Clarke, both officers of the regular army, were sent by the 
president, with instructions drawn by Mr. Jefferson himself,, 
to explore the river Missouri and the contiguous countries) 
and discover the best communication with the Pacific Ocean. 
Never was an arduous enterprise accomplished with more 
ability and prudence. Accompanied by thirty-five persons, 
mostly soldiers, they embarked at St.-Louis, in suitable boats, 
in May 1804, and ascended the Missouri to its stupendous 
fails, a distance of three-thousand miles ; thence, crossed the 
Rocky Mountains, impeded by its everlasting snows, and de- 
scended various st:*eams, until, after travelling four-hundred 
miles, they reached the navigable waters of the Columbia ; 
and, following its course six-hundred-and-forty, were recom- 
pensed for all their toils and privations by a view of the Pacif- 
ic. They reached Si. Louis, on their return, in September 
1806, after an absence from ail civilization of more than twen- 
ty-seven months. The journey from St. Louis, was above 
four-thousand miles ; in returning, thirty-five hundred ; mak- 
ing in the whole seven-thousand-six-hundred miles. Only one 
of their party, of a sickly constitution, had died. Amongst 
all the Indian nations through which they passed, they 
were only once incommoded by a skirmish in defending a 
rifle. 

Their most dangerous enemies were the bears. These are 
described as most formidable animals, and frequently assailed 
them. One evening, the men discovered a large brown bear, 
lying on the open ground, about three-hundred paces from the 
jfiver. Six good hunters immediately went to attack him, and 
concealing themselves by a small eminence^ aj^^xQA^Ocft.^m^a^Br- 

17* 
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in forty f ards« Four of their number now fired, aodf each 
lodged a ball in his bod/)— two of them directly through lus 
lungs. The fiykus beast sprang upt and ^mn with open 
mouth at theoi. As he came near, the two hunters who had 
reserved their fire^ gave him two wounds ; one of which, haT- 

\ ing broken hu shoulder, retarded iiis motion for an instant : 
butf before they could reload, he was so close, that the whole 
party were compelled to run towards the river, and| before 
Ihey reached it, he had almost overtaken them. Two jumped 
into the canoe ; the other four separated, and, biding amongst 
the willows, fired as fast as they could reload. They stniclL 
him several times ; but, instead of weakening the monster, or 
causing him to retreat, each shot seemed to invigorate himi 
and. direct him towards the hunters: tUl, at length, he pursu- 
ed two of them so closely, that tbey threw aside their ^uns 
and pouches, and jumped down a perpendicular b«ik of twen«> 
ty feet, into the river. The bear sprang after them, and was 
within a few feet of the hindmost, when one of the hunters en 
shore sjiot him througii the, head, and killed him. Captafl^ 
Lewisi himself, was exposed to a similar peril. Having diot 
a buBalOi one of at least a thousand which formed « herd, 
before he could reload, he was chased by a huge bear for 
three-hundred yards ; when, plunging into the river, and pre- 
senting his spear, the animal .was deterred ; and, wheeling 
about, retreated in as much haste as he had pursued. 

The exploring party were frequently invited ^o shai-e in the 
rude festivities of the Indians. The journal of their observa- 
tions particularly describes an entertainment given them by a 
tribe of the Sioux, called Tetons. After eating and smoking for 
an hour, it became dark, and every thing was cleared away 
for a dance ; a large fire being kindled in the ceptre of the 
house. The orchestra was composed of ten men ; who play- 
ed on a sort of tambourine, formed of a skin^ stretched across 
a hoop ; and made a jingling noise with the hoofis-of deer and 
goats, suspended from a long stick. The third instruinent, 
was a small skin bag, containing pebbles. These, with five 
or six young men, for the' vocal part, made up the band. The 
women then came forward, highly decorated: some» ¥Pilh 
pol^s in their hands, to which were hung the scalpa of their 

. enemies ; others, with spears, guns, and different trophies tak- 
en in war, by thetr husbands, brothers, or connexions. HsTing 
arran. ed themselves in two columns, one on each side of the 
fire, they danced towards each other, until they met in the cen« 
tre ; when, the rattles were shaken, and they all retired t# 

^^ir places. They had no step, but shuffled along the ground; 

mmkdid their muaic appear to be an|[ other than a conraaioa of 
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noises, distinguished only by hard or gentle blows. The song 
was wholly extemporaneous. In the pauses of the dance, any 
of the company came forward, and recited, in a low guttural 
tone, some little story or event ; which was either martial or 
ludicrous, or voluptuous and indecent. This was repeated, 
in a higher tone, by the orchestra and dancers ; the latter, at 
the same time, moving in accordance with its strain. The 
dances of the m^n, which were always separate from those of 
the women, were conducted nearly in the same way ; except 
that the men jumped up and down, instead of shufiling; and 
in the war dance, the recitations were all of a military cast. 
The harmony of the entertainment was a little disturbed by 
one of the musicians; who, thinking he had not received a 
due share of the tobacco which Lewis and Clarke had distrib- 
uted, put himself into a passion, broke one of the drums, threw 
two into the fire, and left the house. 
1 807 ^" ^^^ following year, Mr. Pike, an officer highly 
conspicuous for his subsequent conduct in the field of 
0attlc, accomplished an extensive geographical survey of Lou* 
isiana ; which, with the former expedition, and the industrious 
researches of Mr. Bradbury, in the botanical department, have 
given all the information required of these countries, in the 
present state of American population. 

This period is remarkable, on account of the trial of Aaron 
Burr, for a serious offence against the laws of the United 
Slates. The cii'cumstances thai led to so unpleasant an oc- 
currence, and to the tragical fate of a distinguished member 
of the republic, by which it was preceded, deserve to be re- 
lated. At the close of the year 1800, the election for presi- 
dent and vice-president again occurred ; when, the candidates 
were, besides Mr. Adams and Mr. Jefferson, the magistrates 
then in office, Mr. Charles Pinkney and colonel Aaron Burr. 
Party feeling was high. Strenuous efforts were made to change 
what was called the ^< federal" administration of Mr. Adams, 
for one thought to be more truly democratic. Although the 
.friends of Mr Jefferson, the democratic candidate, had intend- 
ed Burr only as vice-president, yet, as he had an equal num- 
ber of votes, the awarding of pre-eminence,, agreeably with 
the constitution, at that time, devolved on the house of repre- 
sentatives. But, after thirty-five several ballotings, the issue 
was indecisive. However, Burr having at length declijjed as- 
piring to the presidency^ two federal members, who had sup- 
ported him merely through opposition to Mr. Jefferson, ynihr 
drew ; and, on the thirty-sixth appeal to the ballot, the latter 
was elected to the first, and Burr^^ of course, became entitled 
t» the aecondi actuation. 
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This scene agitated the public mind more than any of a 
civil nature that had occurred during the whole administration 
of the government. It was requisite to guard against a re- 
currence of so inflammatory result ; and, accordingly, it is now 
the duty of electors to designate the respective office intended 
for each individual. 

From that time, Burr, who had been a leading man amongst 
the democratic party, declined in favour with his political ad- 
herents. They suspected, that he had connived with the op- 
position to supplant Mr. Jefferson, and, thereby, procure lus 
own election. His genius, acknowledged to be of the hig^h- 
est order, began to form a plan to recover his former influ- 
ence. He became a candidate for the office of gOTemor oi 
New York; calculating on success from a junction of his num- 
erous personal friends with the federal party in that state, who 
formed a respectable minority. The design, however, was 
not successful. It was defeated by Alexander Hamilton; 
long the profesuonal rival and political opponent of colonel 
Burr. The disappointed candidate was determined on revenge. 
He addressed a note to Mr. Hamilton ; the consequence of 
which was a duel, at Hoboken, in New Jersey : wherO) at 
the first fire, the latter was mortally wounded. 

During the winter, Burr conceived the project of an enter- 
prise in the west. His designs have remained in some degree 
of obscurity : but, public opinion concluded, that he intended 
cither a governmental separation of the western from the At- 
lantic portion of the Union; or an invasion of Mexico and 
other Spanish provinces in the neighbourhood of the United 
States. For this purpose, having seduced to his interest some 
individuals of wealth and infiuence, he assembled a few des- 
perate partizans on the Ohio, and steered his course towards 
the Mississippi. But the vigilance of the public officers de- 
feated his intentions. He was apprehended, and brought a pris- 
oner to Richmond, in Virginia ; the state in which his adhe- 
rents had first collected. On the ITth of August, he was brought 
to trial. Several days were consumed in the examination of 
witnesses ; who proved an assembling of twenty or thirty per- 
sons on Blennerhassett's island, in the preceding December: 
but, as it did not appear that the conspirators had used any 
force against the authority of the United States, or that Burr 
was present at the meeting, he was acquitted. Indictments 
had been found against Plerman Blennerhassett, and five other 
persons, for a similar offence : but, on the issue of colonel 
Burr's trial, tlje attorney-general declined any further pro- 
ceedings. 
A/exander Hanulton) ot vrYio^ \^vA]i^\A s«Tvices the coun- 
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try was now deprived, was born in the island of St. Croix. His 
father was a descendant of an English family ; his mother was 
a native of one of the British colonies now comprised in the 
United States. At the age of sixteen, Mr. Hamilton emigra- 
ted to New York, and entered as a student of Columbia col- 
lege ; where, he first manifested those extraordinary talents 
that afterwards raised him to public notice. Only three years 
were given to collegiate studies. He could no longer remain 
in the academic grove, when his adopted country was in dan- 
ger ; and, accordingly, in his nineteenth year, he entered the 
patriot army, as captain of artillery 5 in which capacity, having 
distinguished himself in several arduous engagements, it was 
not long before he was selected by the commander-in-chief as 
his first aid-de-camp, with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. From 
that period, 1 777 ^ until the capture of lord Comwallis, Wash- 
ington and Hamilton were inseparable companions. At the 
siege of York Town, he led, by his own request, the Ameri- 
can detachment, which, simultaneously with an attack made 
by another party from the French army, gallantly stormed one 
of the enemy's out-works. In the year 1782, he was elected 
a member of congress from the state of New York ; in which 
ofiice, he was^a distinguished leader, in all the most impor- 
tant measures of the session. Having returned to the prac- 
tice of the law, he soon gained the foremost rank in the pro^ 
fcssion. When the new federal constitution was to be exam- 
ined, colonel Hamilton was appointed, by his former constitu-« 
ents, a representative to the general convention. In 1798, 
when the French republic threatened to invade the United 
States, and Washington again yielc|ed to his country's call in 
marshaling her forces, the appointment of Hamilton to the 
post of second in command was made an inseparable condi- 
tion of his acquiescence ; and, when his illustrious companion 
was removed from this scene of trouble, he was, in course, at 
the head of the American army. General Hamilton was kil- 
led in the forty-seventh year of his age. Although under the 
middle stature, he possessed a striking and manly appearance. 
His mental faculties were of the highest order. What oth- 
ers learned by experience, was his by intuition : what they 
achieved by persevering labour, he could accomplish by a sin- 
gle exertion. As a lawyer and an orator, a soldier, financier, 
and statesman, he was profound and eloquent ; brave, ingeni^ 
ous, and upright. 
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CHAPTER XI. 



THREE years' war. 



Berlin and Milan decrees of JSTafioleon. British orders in 
council. Cafiture of American vessels, Imfireasment of 
American seamen. Embargo. JSTon-intercoune, Wartoitk 
Great Britain, 

From domestic events, it now becomes necessary to revert 
to the affairs of Europe ; to those vast occurrences, the de- 
structive influence of which is almost hidden by their sublim- 
ity. For a long time after the spoliations on the commerce 
of the United States had ceased, in consequence of the treaty 
negotiated by Mr. Jay, their shipping interest experienced 
few impediments, worthy of animadversion. Their merchants 
were enriched by the Eciropean warfare, beyond any previ- 
ous example : their flag, for many years, was the only one 
that enjoyed the happy and enviable advantage of neutrality* 
But that great national blessing was doomed to have a period. 
When, in the year 1804, the flames of inveterate hostility, 
which had been witjidrawn, not extinguished, by the short-liv- 
ed peace of Amiens, bui^t forth, and spread with unequalled 
fierceness; and the feelings of Great Britain, in refusing to ac- 
knowledge the imperial dignity assumed by Napoleon^ were 
responded by all the royal families of Europe ; the civilized 
world was shaken by the awful contest. Every antagonist ex- 
cept Britain, was crushed by the arms of France. Napole- 
on's ambition was bounded only by the fleets of England ; her 
fleets were supported by her " commerce and manufactures;" 
and, to annihilate the one, it was necessary to destroy the oth- 
er. Britain seemed contending for existence ; but, whilst 
strugj^ling to avert her individual ruin, she affected to be the 
bulwark of the world. Flattered by this proud assumption of 
disinterested generosity, the encroachments of Napoleon on 
neutral rights were met by corresponding obstructions 5 and, 
when France interdicted all commerce with Great Britain, 
the latter denounced all commercial intercourse with France. 
The Berlin decree of 1 806, and that of Milan in the succeed- 
ing year, (both issued by Napoleon to prevent the American 
flag from trading with his enemy,) were followed by the Brit- 
ish orders in council ; no less extensive than the former, in 
their design, and equally repugnant to the.law of nations. 

France, however, had, at this period, no power upon the 
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ocean. Her fleets were, by the fate of war, transferred to her 
victorious rival. There, France could wage only a combat of 
decrees. She was unable to preserve a single cruiser, against 
the superior discipline of the British navy. It was not until 
the friendly vessels had reached her ports, after sailing from 
her opponent's harbours, that the confiscations were effected. 
The plunders, by the other belligerent, could be made at all 
times ; on the ocean, or within her harbours. England was 
jealous, because America delayed resistance to the feeble ma- 
rine of France : the latter, enraged, from the patience with 
which the neutral suffered the encroachments of England. 
Both continued their depredations ; and each strove to rouse 
the vengeance of the injured against the other. 

But there was a further cause of irritation ; arising, solely, 
from the conduct of Great Britain. This was, the custom of 
searching American vessels on the ocean, and impressing from 
them British seamen ; a custom at variance with the free prin- 
ciples of the English constitution, when applied to her own, 
and with the rights of independent nations, when practised 
against foreign, vessels. The seamen, and consequently the 
trade, of the united States, were affected, in a peculiar man- 
ner, by this unjustifiable proceeding. Using the same lan- 
guage with the native subjects of the Brtitsh monarch ; speak- 
ing with the same provincial dialects ; resembling them in 
dress and in personal appearance ; it was impossible to distin- 
guish, with legal certainty, the sailors of one countiy from the 
people of the other ; and, besides, the United States had al- 
ways exercised a right of naturalizing, after a certain length 
of residence, the inhabitants of every nation : England had 
long been in the habit of extending to foreigners, who enter- 
ed her naval service, a similar privilege ; and it was asserted, 
that to invade the deck of a ship on the common sea, yiras an 
act of hostility, no less than the invasion of the land to which 
the vessel belonged. 

The climax of audacity and insult at length arrived. Hith- 
erto, the custom of impressment had been confined to private 
vessels ; but, now, it was carried to the utmost point to which 
aggression could extend. National armed ships were not ex- 
empted from intrusion. Four seamen, deserters from the 
British navy, were repotted to have entered the service of the 
United States, and to have been received on board the frig- 
ate Chesapeake, at that time lying in Hampton Roads, pre- 
paring for the Mediterranean. Admiral Berkely, command- 
er of his Britannic majesty's fleet on the Halifax station, or- 
dered the officers of a squadron within the capes of Virginia 
tojbllow the American beyond the waters of tte Utss«&. 
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States, and then procure from her, by force, if necessary, the 
reputed desei-ters. This ser^'ice was undertaken by captain 
Humphries, of the Leopard. He fuHowed the Chesapeake; 
and, on the 3Sd of June, after demanding the deserters, at- 
tacked her with a broadside. This unexpected occurrence 
so disconcerted her commander, commodore B:iiTon, that he 
struck his colours, and permitted the four seamen to be taken, 
without resistance. The Leopard carried fifty guns, the 
Chesapeake only thirty-six. On board the latter, four men 
were killed and sixteen wounded : one of the impressed sea- 
men was soon afterwards hanged, and another died in prison. 
Three of their number were natives of America. 

Commodore Barron was tried by a court martial, found 
{guilty of neglect of duty, and suspended from comvnaiKi for 
the term of five years. 

The indignant feeling which arose from this tragical occur- 
rence, was for a moment lessened by tlie succeeding conduct 
of the British government. Admiral Berkely's orders were 
immediately disavowed ; he was removed from the American 
station, and naval officers were instructed to respect, in future, 
the national armed vessels. But the wound inflicted upon 
American digniiy was yet unhealed. Something further was 
demanded as an atonement. An apology was required, not 
less conspicuous than the aggression. Yet, whilst the offend- 
ing admiral was dej^raded in one quarter, he received an ap- 
pointment of higher honour, in another : new systems of 
blockade were invented ; the catalogue of commercial arti- 
cles deemed contraband was still more grievously enlarged. 
From the amplitude of these, and of the French imperial de- 
crees, a general capture of all American property afloat seem- 
ed almost inevitable. Congress, therefore on the recommen- 
dation of Mr. Jefferson, ordered an embargo ; prohibiting the 
exportation oF every article from the United States. 

In a moment, the commerce of the American republic, 
from being, in point of extent, the second in the world, was 
reduced to a. coasting trade between the individual states. 
But, though all had, in public meetings, urged the adoption 
of efficient measures against the belligerent parties, and pledg- 
ed themselves to aid the general government in any measures 
calculated to avenge the honour, or, at least, to guard the 
property, of the country, yet, many were unwilling to support 
the very laws which they had reconime-nded. Several states 
declared against the embargo ; and individuals, throughout 
the whole, seized every opportunity of infringement. Overra- 
ting her relative importance in the commercial scale of the 
Union, New England charged the southern and the western 
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i^tates, which were more employed in .agricultural purtidtii 
with having sacrificed Jthe mercantile interests, through sect-, 
ional hostility ; and traders, in ever^ porty jsought to reap a 
double harvest by occarional infraction.- Forgetting the sol*, 
emn compact, by which tlie voice of- one state was surrender*, 
ed to the interest of all, the former aimed only at her own 
gratification : unmindful of this sacrisd. duty of dtizens, the lat- 
ter paralyzed the operations of th<nr own representatives, for 
the sordid consideration of individual gain. The opporition, 
in the eastern states daily grew more violent. The.rcsstric- 
tion could not be enforced there without nifitary coercion*. 
The government, therefore, which, for many years, bad sac- 
rificed largely for the preservation of peace with foreigners^. 
found it expedient to observe a similar conduct at home. 
They repealed the embargo law, as respected .some branches 
of commerce, and substituted a non-intercourse .with France. 
and England. 

A ray of national prosperity shortly afterwards burst through' 
the general gloom. But the renewal of commercial inter- 
course with England, arising from the magn^mous.repar 
ration for recent injury, ofiPered by Mr. Erskine, (an envoir. 
coromisiuoned to the United States by the liberal administl^ 
of Mr. Fox,) and the conciliatory tone used by those enligh^ft 
ened patriots, was, in a shorty time, suspended, by the remi^. 
on the part of their successors, now under the baneful 'mftebr 
ence of lord Castlereagh, to ratify 'ihe treaty concluded qjr^ 
Mr. Erskine. The insulting deportment of the succeeding, 
negotiator, Mr. Jackson, heightened the resentment of the re- 
public ; and a rencounter between the American and the Brit-* 
ish ships of war, the President and Little Belt, increased the, 
unfriendly sentiments^ of England. 

The affairs, however, between the Leopard and Chesa- 
peake, the President apd Little Belt, were, on the arrival of 
Mr. Foster from the court of London, finally adjusted. Pror 
vision was made by the British government, to support the 
seamen who had been ctisabled, together with the families of 
the unfortunate 'men killed or wounded by the Leopard ; and 
the impressed sailors, yet remaining alive, were restored, on 
the same deck from which they had been uniuo^y. taken. 

This was an important victory. But much Was still to be 
accomplished. Every experiment had failed, In procuring a 
change of the systems practised by Great Britain and France 
against American trade. The United States now offered to 
their consideration, that the non-intercpurse arrangement 
would be discontinued, towards cither of the belligerents, or 
both, as soon as they, respectively, ceased to vtoUte tb^x&x^- 

^1 
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tnl conmerce of the republic. This altematife p r o poa i tioOi 
caawd a One of mocoemog riogularly artfiil on the part of 
Fmice. It enabled her raler to maintdn a peace with the 
XJidted Stateii and ioTtdve the other power m the calamitx 
of war. Napoleoii^ ndiuster haiiiw itifonned general Arm- 
strong! the Ainerican resident at Paris, that the decrees of 
Berlin and Milan were rerc^ed, the non-intercourse, as re* 
Mffded France, was, by proclamation of the prerident with" 
drawn. But, Great Britain, suspecting the intentions of Na- 
poliion, would not believe that the French decrees were, at 
this period, actually annulled. Indeed, when it is consideredi 
that nearly two years elapsed, before a copy of the document, 
by which the emperor asserted they had been riqpealed^ was 
handed to the American minister ; and that its date was seven 
months earUer than the period of its commuidcation, an im- 
partial obseinrer cannot avoid declaring, that there was great- 
er reason for suspicion than for belief. 

iai3 '^^^ formal publication of that mysterious annul- 
ment, v( as followed by a corresponding retractioo, en 
the part of England. But the measure was then too late. 
The American government had resolved, that what could not 
be obtained through a sense of justice, should be enforced 
bv the aid of arms. When the intelligence of the repeal ar- 
med in the United States, war had commenced against Oreat 
Britain. The bill for thb purpose was voted in the house of 
representatives by a majority of thirty members in a hundred- 
and-twenty-eight ; in the senate, by six out of thirty-two ; and 
confirmed by the approbation of the president. 

This ultima ratio (the last appeal) was made on the IBth 
of June ; and, as the questions of searching and impressment 
were still unsettled, it was thought to be the interest of the 
nation that hostilities should be continued, until after a find 
adjustment of every dispute. It had been long manifest, that 
both Great Britain and France concurred in the opinion tfaa^t 
the spirit of the United States was not martial, and that the 
majority of the American people were under the influence of 
commerce : from which supposition, caused by the past for- 
bearance of the government, they presumed, that they woull 
make no other than a war of plenipotentiaries and counter- 
vailing statutes. That solemn resolution was not a little hast-^ 
ened by a communication of an extraordinary nature made t# 
tongress by the president. A person named John Henryi 
more conspicuous for his ability than virtue, had been com-' 
misrioned by Sir James Craig, governor of Canada, to heigh<* 
Ml the dissatisfaction of the eastern states, and, thereby, cause 
to withdraw from lYie %tt%&i^^«t^V ^tas»\« His endea< 
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vours proving inefPectuali his misuon was not acknowledged 
by the British ininistei*s, nor his labour, in any manneri re- 
warded : he therefore assumed a new character ; and) as hu 
friends had not remunerated his exertions as a spy, he sought^ 
from his intended victims, the wages of an informer, and ob- 
tained fifly-thousand dollars for the disclosure. 

Some months before the declaration of hostility, congress 
were seriously engaged in preparing for the contest. Besides 
the ordinary militia, they voted that an addition of twenty-five- 
thousand should be made to the regular land forces ; thusi in- 
creasing the latter to thirty-one-thousand men : that the exist- 
ing navy should be placed in a proper state for service, and 
that two-hundred-thousand dollars should be annually appro- 
priated to its increase : a loan of eleven-milUons was authori- 
zed, and live-millions were directed to be rsdsed by the issue 
of notes from the treasury department. The duties on goods 
imported were in general doubled. Taxes were afterwards 
laid on articles of domestic manufacture ; upon lands, houses, 
and nearly every other description of property. ^In usbg 
these resources^ however, ^ great improvidence was shown. 
From the hope entertained of a favourable issue of the n^jo- 
tiation, or the dread existing in the legislators of losing their 
popularity, internal taxes were not laid on until the existence 
of actual wartiare. The consequence was severely fislt 
Speculators seized the ot>portunity afforded by a sudden de* 
mand for money, and supplied the exhausted treasury by giv- 
ing eighty dollars each for debentures not redeemable under 
a hundred. 

A few days after the declaradon of war, the town of Balti- 
more was seriousiy disturbed. Some harsh strictures on the 
conduct of government having appeared in a newspaper of 
iiiat city, entitled the '^ Federal Republican," the resentment 
of the opposite party was shown by destroying the office and 
press of that establishment. , The commotion excited by this 
outrage had, however, in a great measure, subsided, and the 
transaction was brought before a criminal court for investiga- 
tion. But events more alarming and tragical shortly after- 
wards succeeded. On the 36th of July, Mr. Hanson, the lead- 
ing editor of the obnoxious journal, who had deemed it pru- 
dent to leave the disordered city, returned ; accompanied by 
his political adherents ; amongst whom, was general Henry 
Lee of Alexandria ; an officer distinguished in the revolution! ^ 
for his bravery in partizan war£eire, at the head of a legion cdT 
cavalry ; afterwards governor of Virginia, and a representative 
from that state in the congress of the federal gOTemmeat" 
Determined to re-commence the paper, by first ^^cvo&s^^V^ 
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GeorgeUfwo in the IMitrict of Columbiay and tfien transmit- 
ting it to Baltimore fisr distiibutiony a hcMiae ww^ for tins par- 
potC) occupied in Charies street, secured agunst external vi- 
olence, and guarded bf a party well provided for defence. On 
the SSth) a paper was accor£ngIy issued. This contained ae- 
Tere animadveraons agunst the mayor, police, and people of 
Baldmore, for the depredations commit^ on the establbh- 
ment in the preceding month, and was generally circulated 
throughout the dij. 

In the course of the day, it became known, that Mr. Han- 
son was in the new office in Charles street, and it was eariy 
whispered that the building would be assailed. A imraber of 
citizens, who espoused his opinions, went, therefore, to the 
house, and 'joined in its protection. Towarcb the evemng, a 
crowd of boys coOected ; who, after using bpprobriotts epi- 
thets to those within, began to throw stones at the windows ; 
and, about the same time, a person on the pavement, endea- 
vouring to dissuade the youths from mischief, was severely 
wounded, by something ponderous thrown from the house. 
They were cautioned from the windows to de^st; but still 
continued to assail the place with stones. Two muskets were 
then fired from the upper story ; charged, it was supposed, 
with blank cartridges, to deter them from further Violence \ 
immediately, the crowd in the street greatly increased ; the 
'hoyn were displaced by men ; the sashes of the lower win- 
dows were broken, and attempts made to force in the door. 
Muskets, in quick succession, were discharged frona the 
house : some military arrived to disperse the crowd ; .ssveral 
shots were fired in return ; and, at length, a doctor Gale was 
killed by a shot from the office door. The irritation of the 
mob was increased. They planted a cannon against the house, 
but were restrained from discharging it, by the timely arriv- 
al of an additional military force, and an agreement that the 
persons in the house would surrender to the civil authority. 
Accordingly, early in the following morning, having received 
assurances, on which they thought themselves safe m relying, 
they surrendered, and were conducted to the county jail^ con- 
tiguous to the city. The party consisted of about twenty per^ 
sons; amongst whom, were general Lee, general James Lin* 
gan, and Mr. Hanson. ' 

The mayor seems to have acted with alacrity, yet not with 
sufficient prudence. He directed the sheriff to use every pre- 
caution in securing the doors of the prison, and the command- 
, t^r of the troops to employ a competent force to preserve tb^ 
IMMce. In the evening, every thing bore the appearance of 
^^^uillity, and the«o\d\ets, b^ xV^ c.^^<afttkt. of that magis* 
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irate, were dismissed.. But^ shortly after dark, a great crowd 
of disorder!!^ persons re-assembled about the jail,*and mani- 
fested an intention to force it open. On being apprized of 
this, the mayor hastened to the spot, and, with the aid of a 
few other gentlemen, for a while prevented the execution of 
their design : but the je- were at length overpowered, by the 
number and violence of the assailants. The mayor was car- 
-ried away by force; and the turnkey obliged to open the 
doors,, A tragedy ensued^ which cannot be described : it can 
be imagined only by those^who are familiar with scenes of 
blood. - The result was, that general Lingan was killed ; elev- 
en were beaten and mangled, with Vveaixms of every descrip- 
tion, such as stones, bludgeons, and sledge-hammers, and then 
throwu as dead into one pile outside of the door. A few of 
the prisoners fortunately escaped through the crowd : Mr. 
Hanson, fainting from his i^epeated wounds, was carried by a 
Ifentleman (of opposite political sentiments) at the hazard of 
his own life, across the adjoining river, whence, he with diffi- 
culty reached the dwelling of a friend. 

No effectual inquisition was ever made into this signal vio- 
lation of the peace, nor punishment inflicted on the guilty. 
The leaders, on both sides, underwent, trials ; but, owing to 
the inflammation of the public feelings, they were acquitted. 

The Indians.on the^ western frontier were, not inattentive 
to the hostile attitude of the British government. As usual) 
they deemed the opportunity favourable, to invade the terri- 
tories which they had, by treaty, surrendered to the United 
States. Under the influence of a fanatic of the Shawanese 
tribe, who assumed the name of Prophet, brother of a cele- 
brated^chief, Tecumseh ;^ and inflamed, -it must, with histori- 
cal justice, be admitted, by the encroachments of some law- 
less* citizens ; the Indians inhabiting the neighbourhood of the 
Wabash had formed a powerful combination, and assailed 
the unprotected white settlers with the accustomed barbarities 
of savage warfare. To rep^l this invasion, and recoi^er the 
plundered property, a force, was assembled in the Indiana 
country, consisting of regulars and neigltbouring miiitia, and 
placed under the command of Mr. Harrison, governor of that 
district. The. expedition was conducted with the greatest pru- 
dence, and effectuafly relieved the unhappy settlers. By the 
unremitting vigilance of tJie commander, a treacherous attack 
en his encampment at the Tippecanoe, a branch of the Wa- 
bash river, was repelled, and ample vengeance inflicted, bj^ 
the dispersion of the entire confederation.- But this service 
was not performed withc»it the loss of many valuable Uves. 
Oae^himdred-and-eighty.. American qi^zeus wece^ s&idt^ ^^ 
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wotmded. Of Uie Sommtf none were more deawftdly lament-' 
ed tban msjor DtYiet uid colonel Abraham Owens, of Ken« 
tuck J ; men, wbote deportment in time of peace, waa equally 
respectable inth their conduct in the daj of battle. 

Amoogtt the number of general oflteers about this time ap- 
pointed, wat William Hull ; then, goivemor of the Mtchigaft 
territory : who was entitled to public confidence from his mil- 
itary services during the rerolution. Anticipating the com« 
mencement of horaities with Britain, the war department 
had given personal instructions to general Hull ; agreeably 
with which, he had proceeded for,his destination to the north- 
west, early in the month of May ; and, when arrived at Day*' 
ton, a town situated on a branch of the Great Miami, the 
forces which he had collected in Maryland, Pennsylvania, and 
Ohio, were joined by a body of volunteers. These were from 
the latter state ; under the command of colonels Cass^ Find- 
ley, and M* Arthur. The general then marched directly to- 
wards Detroit ; a strong military post in Michigan, eif^hteeo 
miles from lake Erie. 

The object of this expedition, was the invasion of Canada. 
Accorditigly, on the 19th of July, intelligence of the war with 
England having reached the commander, he crossed over into 
that province, and fixed his head quarters at a place called 
Sandwich. He was now distant only a few miles from Mal« 
den, the strongest foitress in Upper Canada; reputed to be in 
general guarded by about one-hundred-and-sixty men. At 
this time, the garrison had been increased ; more, however, in 
its number than its strength : it consisted of Canadian militia, 
British regulars, and Indians ; a motley assemblage, amount- 
ing, in all, to about one-thousand. Several parties were de- 
tached from the American army, to reconnoitre the surround- 
ing country ; and Inconsiderable skirmishes ensued, producing 
no immediate advantage to either side. But, in the end, they 
were beneficial to the enemy. Their numbers were, in the 
meantime, increasing: the spirits of the American army were 
suflfered to cool ; their confidence in their leader was rapidly 
declining. The Canadians were allowed a whole month, jco 
deliberate on the question of submission or resistance: during 
which interval, they ascertained the materials of the invading 
army ; that they were volunteers and militia, not regular sol- 
diers ; and that, whatever might be their individual courage, 
their bravery would be rendered ineffective by the misconduct 
of their dommander. 

Meanwhile, a severe disaster befell the United States, from 
1^1 invasion by the enemy. Whilst the American general was 
''^'^S^ in viun parade) tbie ov^tVv>s^V! o( ea^i^cing a Bsih 
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ish post, his anUgooitts titcceeded Id wMng fitmfmkm of 
MiehiltimackQiaC) by surprise. Thb fertress te situated nt 
the entrance of the strah that conneets the lakes Michigan 
and Huron, on an island f where, Wis aonually held a market; 
at which the Indian traders and merchants of Albanjr and 
Montreal convened, to exchange the peltries of the north for 
the commodities of the east ; and is important, as command* 
ing the intercourse between those great Waters, and a coore.- 
nient passage between Canada and the United States. • 

When information of this misfortune reached the Ameri- 
can camp at Sandwich, general Hull was filled with most 
gloomy anticipations. He dreaded, leal the *^ northern hive*' 
of Indians would be poured upon his rear, and spee^jr en- 
velop his entire army. Some decisive step, he saw, must 
immediately be taken. His troops ardently wished to repel 
the ideal danger, by a victorious assault on the British works : 
but their leader resolved to avoid it, by a contrary movement 
•—an immediate retreat. On the 8th of August, he detemm-' 
ed on returning to Detroit. The British general, Brock, was 
at no great distance in his rear; and, when arrived at the 
margin of the adjoining strait, made several demonstrations of 
an intention to cross it, in order to besiege the American lbrt» 
Either panic-struck or influenced by treacherous engage- 
ments, general Hull now exhibited stroiig indications of yield- 
ing that important post, and the whole army under his com- 
mand, to the very inferior force of the enemy. . Language 
cannot describe the indignant feelings of his brave associates* 
When his intention was suspected, a plan was immediately 'm 
agitation, to deprive him of his command; and failed only 
from the precipitation of his surrender. He had not the small- 
est reason for alarm. A regiment of the line was stationed in 
the fort: the Ohio volunteers, with a part of the Michigan 
militia, behind some pickets ; so utuated', that the whole fltuaik 
of the enemy, would, in their approach, be exposed to a des- 
tructive fire ; and the remainder of the latter regiment were 
in the upper part of the town, to renst the incursions of the 
Indians. * Two pieces of artillery, twenty-four pounders, load- 
ed with grape-shot, were placed on a commanding eminence ; 
ready to sweep the advancing colunm of the enemy, as it ap- 
proached the fort.*^ Full confidence in a favourable result was 
felt by the American army. Every man expected a proud 
day for his country ; and each was anxious to contribute to the 
victory, by his individual exertion. 

When the head of the British column arrived within five- 
Bundved yards of the American lines, general Hull cndered 
fh^t the whole should retreat into the mt)as^^a»ilk^isfi^%i 
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fjr-four poutKtets riiould not i>e fired. Itnmediiiely, there wi 
heard a unirersal burst of indignatioo. The folly was appa 
ent, of crowding eleren-hundred men into a work which poul 
be fullj manned by three-hundred ; and into whichi the ah< 
and shells from the Canadian shore were continually £idlin| 
The order, howerer, could not be disobeyed. It-was' not tfa 
commandei-'s intention that tiie garrison should long remai 
in danger. They were directed to stack their arms ; a whit 
ftag was hung out upon the walls, and a communication pass 
ed between the two generals, which was shortly followed by< 
capitulation.— Not an officer had been consulted. No one 
except the commander, thought of a surrender, until the flaj 
was displayed; and even the women were indignant at 8< 
shameful a degradation. 

The volunteers and militia, being disarmed, returned, ii 
sorrow, to their respective homes ; on condition of notservioj 
again during the war, unless exchanged. The general, witl 
the regular troops, were sent to Quebec, as priscniers of war 

But, it was not thought sufficient to give the enemy undis 
puled possesupn of the fortress. The whole territory of Mich 
igan was included in the capitulation. The United State 
were not deprived alone of the services of the troops within 
the foit : detachments, unconnected with the garrison, were 
involved in the dishonout-abie agreement Gaptain Brush and 
his party became prisoners at Fort Dearbome: six-hilindred meo 
under colonel Miller, and three-hundred under colonel M'Ar 
Ihur, (the former on his return from Brownstown, where he 
had defeated a body of British and Indians,) were also obliged 
to grodnd their arms. 

On being exchanged, general Hull was arrested and brought 
to trial ; charged with treason, cowardice, and neglect of duty. 
The court martial, not having legal jurisdiction in treasona- 
ble matters, declined giving judgment on the first charge ; at 
the same time, stating, that they did not believe him guilty of 
treason : yet they found him guilty of the rest. He was sen- 
tenced to be shot : but, in consideration of his revolutionary 
conduct, and of his advanced age, the court recommended him 
to the mercy of the president ; and the punishment of death 
was, in consequence, withdrawn. His name was then struck 
from the roll of officers: a substitution, less rigorous, as re- 
gards the law, but equally painful to every man possessing 
the honourable feelings of a soldier. 

On another element, the Americans received ample censo- 
r^tion for that afflicting disaster. Unexpected laurels crown- 
ed their brave defenders on the ocean. A series of achieve- 
meots had commenced) iir^ikh^m \V\^ covi\:ae of tbik arduous 
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contest, raised the naval glory of the United Stated to an ele- 
vation^ scarcely surpassed by any nation in the world. Her 
fleet was few in number ; at this period, only seven frigftteg, 
' eight sloops and brigs, four schooners, and one corvette : yev^ 
with this inconsiderable force, her seamen courted a partici- 
pation in the struggle, against the ^gantic fleets of Britain ;^ 
which, amounting to a thousand vessels, were then riding tri- 
unaphant over the watery surface of the globe. 

The Constitution, captain Hull, had sailed from Annapolis . 
on the 5th of July* Oh the 17th he was chased by a ship of .. 
the line and four frigates ; when^ by an exertion of able sea- 
manshl^y than which, victory itself, though more beneficial, 
coaid not be more worthjr of applause, he escaped from the 
unequal combat. On the 19th of August, he had an oppor- 
tunity of trying his frigate against a single vessel of the ene- 
my This was the Guerriere ; one of the best, of the same 
class, in the British navy, and in no way averse to the ren- 
counter; as she promptly awaited her antagonist's arrival. 
She had, for some time, been searching for an American frig- 
ate ; having given a formal challenge to every vessel of the 
same description.^ At one of her mast-head's, was a flag: on 
which her name was inscribed in conspicuous letters ; and on 
another, the words, " Not The Little Belt ;" alluding to the 
broadside^ which the President had fired into that sloop^ be- 
fore the war.— The Constitution being made ready for action, 
now approached ; her crew giving three cheers. Both con- 
tinued manoeuvring for three quarters of an hour : the Guer- 
riere attempted to take a raking position ; and failing in this, - 
soon afterwards began to pour out* her broadsides, with a view 
of crippling her antagonist. From the Constitution, not a gun 
had been fired. Already had ai^ ofHcer twice come on the^ 
quarter-deck, with information that several of the men had ^ 
fallen at the guns. Though burning with impatience, the 
crew silently awaited the orders of their commander. The 
long expected moment at length arrived. The vessel being 
brought exactly to the designed position, directions were giv- 
en to fire broadside after broadside, in quick succession. Nev^ 
• er was any scene naore dreadful.— For fifteen minutes, the 
lightning of the Constitution's guns are a continued blaze, 
and their thunder roars without intermission. The enemy's 
mizen mast lies over her side, and she stands exposed to a 
fife that sweeps her decks. She becomes unmanageable ; her 
hull is shattered, her sails and rigging cut to pieces. Her 
mainmast and foremast fall overboard, taking with them eve- 
ry spar, except the bowsprit.-— The firii^ now ceasaclt ^^^^ 
the Guerriere surrendered. Her las«^«»&{v^\kwli(A 
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sixty-three wounded : the Constitution had aefW men lulled, 
and aeven wounded. The Guerriere was so much damaged} 
as to render it impossible to bring her into port ; she was, 
t^reforoi on the foliowing daj, blown up. The Consdtitu- 
tion receired so little uijuryt that she was, b a few hours, 
ready for another action. 

This brilliant event spread unbounded joy over the whole 
country. Captain Hull and his equally gallant officers were 
received with enthusiastic demonstrations of gratitude, where- 
ever they appeared. He was presented with the freedom of 
all the cities through which he passed to the seat of govern- 
ment, and with many valuable donations. Congress voted fif- 
ty-thousand dollars to tbe crew, as a recompense for the loss 
of the prize. Sailing-master Alwjm, who had been severely 
woundedy was promoted to the rank of lieutenant ; Ueuten- 
ant Morris, who also had been wounded, to the rank of post- 
captain. The achievement was remarkable. Great BritaiD 
had not, in the course of thirty years, lost a frigate in any con- 
flict, with a similar equality of force. 

Another victory, not less glorious to the American navyi 
was soon afterwards gained, by the frigate, United States, 
commanded by commodore Decatur ; an officer, already dis* 
tinguished for his skill and courage, particularly in the Me- 
diterranean. On the 35th of October, the United States* af- 
ter an action of two hours, captured, off the Western Isles, 
the British frigate Macedonian. The liberal conduct of the 
American seamen drew forth a species of praise from the ene- 
my, not less grateful than that experienced from their friends. 
All the private property belonging to the officers and crew of 
the Macedonian was restored, with the most rigid exactness; 
and they were treated with the greatest humanity and polite- 
ness. 

The carpenter of the United States, being amongst the 
killed, had left three small children to the care of a profli- 
gate mother. This circumstance, when knovvn to the gen- 
erous crew, produced an act of benevolence which deserves to 
be recorded. They instantly raised a fund among them.selves, 
amounting to eight-hundred dollars; and placed it in safe 
hands, for the maintenance and education of the unhappy or- 
phans. 

The next naval achievement, was the capture of the brig- 
Frolic of twenty-two guns, by the Wasp; a sloop of war com- 
manded by captain Jones. The Frolic fired as she rose upon 
the water ; so thai her shot was either thrown away, or touch- 
ed the rigging of the American : the Wasp, on the contrary, 
^red as she descended \ awd^ ihus^ at every discharge^ struck 
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the hull of her antagonist On boarding the British vessel, 
the surprise of the Americans can scarcely be imagined. 
They beheld only three officers, and the seaman at the helm. 
The deck was- slippery with blood ; presenting a most iiXffttJi. 
scene of havoc and distress. The colours were still flying ; 
there being no one left to haul them down. The birth deck 
was crowded with the dead, the dying, and the wounded ; and 
the masts soon after fell ; covering every thing beneath, and 
leaving her a melancholy object of devastation. The loss on 
board the Frolic, was thirty killed and fifty wounded ; on board 
the American, five killed and five wounded. Neither of the 
vessels, however, arrived in the United States. They were 
both captured before evening, by a British ship uf the line. 

No subject of martial discipline; not even the long disput- 
ed question, which was the most efficient, the Macedonian 
phalanx, or the legi on j|f the Roman army ; ever created a 
more eager spirit of jjHfay, than did the extraordinary suc- 
cess of the AmericiHKvy. The British assigned, as the 
cause, the superior dimen^ons of their enemy's vessels : the 
Americans, the volotfiry enlistment of their seamen. But 
neither the one nor the other reason, will bear the test of ex- 
perience. The first is erroneous ; because the superiority of 
a few guns, could not produce a continuation of similar re- 
sults : the second is equally untrue ; being contradicted by his- 
torical evidence. It is well known, that, during the revolu- 
tion, the British mercenary soldiers almost invariably over- 
threw the American militia ;. and, that in the English navy, 
no difference has been, at any time, recorded, between the 
exertions of the impressed seamen and the volunteer. The 
cause, however, may easily be discovered. It arose, entirely, 
from the superior accuracy of the American fire, and the point 
to which their shot was> in every instance, directed. The. 
French aim their engines of destruction at the rigging; thus, 
hoping to escape from a disabled enemy ; the English, chief- 
ly at the deck ; but the Americans pursue a system dif- 
ferent from either, and combining the advantages of both. 
They pour their unerring fury against the hull ; the shatter- 
ed ddes admit overwhelming torrents of the ocean, and the 
descending vessel compels the drowning enemy to strike his 
colours. 

Feats of naval prowess were not confined to the public ships 
ef the United States. The exploits of private armed vessels, 
daily filled the gazettes. Privateers sailed from every port ; 
to distress, or reap advantage from, the enemy ; and exhibit- 
ed the same superiority that was displayed by the regular na- 
\fk One of the first at sea, was the Atlaa^ CAiSktfik^KDA5A.\s^ 
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captata Moffit ; which, with the Dolphin, cotnmtfidecl by cap*, 
tain Endicott, the Comet, the General Armstrong, and the 
Decatur, became particularly conspicuous. A revolutioiiary 
ve*^i*ani ^^i commodore Barney, sailed from Baltimore, in 
<tie Rossie ; and evinced, by a rapid senes of succeaa, that 
none of bis early vigour was abated by the hand of time. Be- 
fore the meeting of congress, in November, nearly two-hun^ 
dred-and- fifty vessels were captured from the enemy;, and 
more than three-thousand prisoners. Upwards of fifty of 
those were armed ; carr]ring nearly six-hundred guns. 

The good effect of these splendid triumphs in proinoting 
confidence, soon extended beyond the element on which they 
had been gained. A spirit was, thereby, roused on land; pro- 
ducing a happy ccmtrast to the previous languor of deapond- 
ence. In the western and southern states, volunteer corps 
were, every where, forming, and tendering their services t» 
march to any quarter of the Union. j|hMt alacrity was diowo 
in the western sections of PennsyJvdjHBnd^Virginia ; but tluai 
generous zeal was the most forcibljrcnsplayed in KentiAtky, 
Ohio, and Tennessee. Civil pursuits MB^, there, forsakcBf for 
the operations of war : private concenPwere abandoned^ for 
the general interest of the nation; and this enthusiasm per- 
vaded the bosoms of every sex and every age. Females in 
the humblest, as well as in the highest, rank of life, prepared 
military clothing and knapsacks for their relatives, and fiiends. 
In a few weeks, upwards of four-thousand volunteers w^re,.io 
these states, ready for the field. The command of the Ken- 
tucky forces was assigned to general Payne ; those of . Ohio 
were placed under general Tupper ; and the troops of Vir- 
ginia and Pennsylvania, respectively, under genei4ds Crooks 
and Leftwich. General Harrison was invested with the su- 
preme command ; and, by his subsequent exertions against 
the Indians, near the Wabash, the Miami of the Lakes, and 
other places in that distant quarter, maintained the confidence 
merited by his previous operations. 

Towards the close of the year, the American forces on the 
northern frontier were concentrated chiefly in two bodiea: one 
division neai Lcwistown ; consisting of some regulars newly 
inlisted, and militia, under general Van Renssalaer of New 
York : the other, in the neighbourhood of Plattsburg and 
Greenbusb ; under the commander-in-chief, general Dear- 
borne. The former was named the army of the Centre ; t* 
distinguish it from the division of Harrison : the latter, the ar- 
my of the North. Some regulars and militia were stationed 
also at Black Rock, Ogdensburgh, and Sackett's Harbour. It 
was expected, that, before October, every thing m ouldl>e rea* 
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s\y for a fonnidable invasion of Canada. But, firom an extra- 
ordinary cause, there was experienced condderable disap- 
pointment. Unfriendly to the war, particularly to its being 
made offensive, the governors of Massachusetts, New Hamp- 
shire, and Connecticut, refused to allow the militia of these 
states to march, under the requisition of the president. They 
declared, that they were, themselves, the proper judges, in 
accordance with the federal constitution, of the necessity which 
might require them in the field. Their refusal delayed, for 
a short time, the intended movements, but did not depress the 
spirits of the troops collected. Dearbome, who had been ap- 
pointed in consequence of his experience in the revolutiona- 
ry war, aided by general Smyth, who was considered an able 
tactician ; together with such officers as Pike, Boyd, and Scott ; 
was unremittingly engaged in drilling the undisciplined, and 
diffusing organization throughout the whole. Nearly ten- 
thousand men were, at length, embodied on the northern 
lines, and skilful sca-officcrs were employed in forming a na- 
vy on lakes Eric, Ontario, dnd Champlain. 

An achievement, performed on lake Erie, by lieutenant El- 
liot, in the capture of two British vessels, the Detroit and Cal- 
edonia, kindled, in a high degree, the ardour of the forces. 
They demanded to be instantly led to, the invasion of Canada. 
Unless gratified, some of the volunteers threatened, immedi- 
ately to return home. An opportunity was soon given by their 
commander, of ascertaining, whether this eagerness was the 
spirit of the genuine soldier, or the puerile rashness of inex- 
perience. General Van Renssalaer having resolved to attack 
the heights of ^y^ueenstown, an attempt was made at four in 
the morning of the 1 1th of November, to cross the Niagara. 
The passage, however, could not then be eff*ected. The fail- 
ure rendered the troops almost ungovernable ; and no time 
was therefore lost in preparing for a second trial. Early on 
the morning of the 13th, the men were again embarked, un- 
der cover of the American batteries; the force designed to 
storm the heights being divided into two columns ; one, of 
three-hundred militia, under colonel Van Renssalaer; the 
other, of as many regulars, under colonel Christie ; to be fol- 
lowed by cblonel Fenwick's artillery and the remainder of the 
army. The former, who led the advance, and directed the 
entire, having scarcely reached the shore with a hundred men, 
when he was severely wounded,. the command of his party de- 
volved on captain Ogilvie ; who, at the head of this trifling 
luimber, drove the enemy with precipitation down the hill. 
The detachment under colonel Christie now landed ; and re- 
aiforcements arrived from the main body of the army. Oa 
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the other hand, the British rectived an accession of forcCf 
with equal rapidity ; general Brock arriving with ^x-hundred 
regulars. A sanguinary contest ensued. Brock's regiment 
was put to flight, by an inferior body, under Christie ; and| 
in the carnage, he himself with his aid-de-canrtp was slain. 
Thinking the victory complete, general Van Renssalaer now 
arrived, for the purpose of fortifying a camp against any fu- 
ture attacks, in case the enemy were i*e-enforced. But the 
fortune of the day was not yet decided. Joined by several hun- 
dred Indians, the British at three o'clock, made another as- 
sault, and, at the point of the bayonet, were a second time re* 
pulsed. A third attempt wa*> made ; and thrice had the 
Americans been victorious : yet, their equally brave antago- 
nists were determined not to leave the field. They were soon 
rallied ; and hastened, a fourth time, to regain the disputed 
ground. The American commander was not inattentive to 
their approach. He repassed the river, to quicken the de- 
parture of the reserve ; who, he perceived, were tedious in 
entering the boats. But they positively refused to embark I 
The same men, that, in the morning, had chided the tardy 
movements of their leader, now, with equal insubordination^ 
opposed every entreaty to assist him. Threats, supplications; 
appeals to their honour, their patriotism, their humanity; 
were made in vain. More than twelve-hundred men, under 
arms, stood on the opposite beach, as idle spectators of their 
associates' destruction. They pleaded constitutional privilege 
for their desertion : thus, using the rights of freemen as an 
apology for cowardice. 

In the meantime, the engagement was renewed, with mu- 
tual desperation. The American militia were soon driven off 
the ground ; the regular soldiers, not above three-hundred, 
were left to sustain the action alone, and at length, overpow- 
ered by superior numbers, the whole were obliged to surren- 
der prisoners of war. These, with their brave companions 
who had fallen in the contest, amounted to at least one-thou- 
sand. 

During the embarkation, a fire had been opened from Fort 
St. George, on the Canadian shorci against the American 
fort, Niagara ; which was returned, and continued, en both 
Mdes, throughout the day. A battery, intrusted to captain 
M'Keon, was managed with conspicuous ability ; having en- 
veloped in flames several houses, near the British works : and, 
in a few days afterwards, in the time of another tremendous 
engagement between the forts, in which major Armistead, of 
the United States artillery, was particularly useful, the same 
'officer was again equally distinguished. 
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On this occasion, a remarkable instance of female bravery 
occurred. The wife of a common soldier, named Doyle, who 
had been taken prisoner at Queenstown, incensed to a high 
degree by the. captivity of her husband, volunteered her ser- 
vice, and continued to serve red-hot shot until the last gun 
was fired ; although the shells from the enemy's batteries fell 
constantly around her ; every moment threatening destruc- 
tion. 

Van Renssalaer having resigned, the command devolved 
on general Smyth, of the regular army ; who announced, in a 
most conspicuous manner, his resolution of immediately re- 
trieving the honour of his country, by another attack on the 
Canadian frontier. He accounted for the late disasters by the 
injudicious operations of his predecessor ; and invited fresh 
bands of volunteers, to partake in the glory which was to pro> 
ceed from the well-directed plans of a brave and accomplisli- 
cd leader. 

His address promoted considerable animation. Before the 
end of November, he was aitended by nearly five-thousand 
men ; consisting of regulars, and volunteers, from Pennsylva- 
nia, New York, and the town of Baltimore. These were care- 
fully drilled and properly equipped. A sufficient number of 
boats was in readiness to carry them, at once, to the scene of 
action. Two detachmeYits, sent over in advance, by their spir«> 
ited assault, (particularly that led by captain King,) gave a 
cheering presage of sAiccess. But this bright prospect wae 
soon converted into a saddening gloom. A portion of the I'e- 
cent unmilitary feeling, or, rather the entire, seemed trans- 
fused into the breast of the present leader : the embarkation 
of the main body was retarded much beyond the appointed 
time ; so that, when twelve o'clock arrived, only two-thousand 
men had left the shore. At this time, the enemy had prepar- 
ed to oppose their landing, and general Smyth had changed 
his plan of invasion. He ordered thai the troops which were 
on their way should immediately return. Great murmuring 
followed this unaccountable proceeding ; but it was, in some 
measure, silenced, by the' assurance, that he would soon make 
another attempt. The general can scarcely be charged with 
a breach of promise : on the 39lh, the entire body, except 
about two-hundred, were in the boats ; the men conducting 
themselves with great order and obedience. Nothing w&s 
now wanting but the word to move ; when, orders were sud- 
denly given for the whole to disembark, and make arrange- 
ments for going into winter-quarters; as the invasion of Cana« 
da was postponed until the following season. 

A loud buritt of indignation' assailed the vacillating^ leader : 
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tlic greatest part of the railitla threw down their arms, and 
returned home : much dissatisfaction was every where excit' 
ed ; and his military reputation from that period rapidly de- 
clined. 

The army of the North, stationed along the St. Lawrence, 
were^ in the meantime, sufficiently energetic. But the la- 
mentable surrender of general Hull having defeated their 
principle design, the capture of Montreal, nothing of import- 
ance was effected before the ensuing year. Captain Forsythe 
and colonel Pike made bold incursions into the enemy's cotin- 
try : and general Brown, of the New York militia^ after a 
sharp action of two hours, repelled a large body of British sol- 
diers ; who, in retaliation, had attempted the destruction of 
Ogdensburg. 

The indefatigable exertions of commodore Chauncey, in 
creating a fleet upon the northern lakes, produced moat bene- 
ficial results. During the revolutionary war, the operations 
on these inland seas extended not beyond the contests of tem- 
porary gun-boats, or inconsiderable schooners; but, at this 
time, preparations were making, from which, arose, a sublim- 
ity of combat, not less interesting than the battles on the ex- 
tended waves of the Atlantic. In the beginning of October, 
the Americans had not a single armed vessel on lake Erie, 
and their whole force on lake Ontario was a brig carrying sk- 
teen guns. The commodore began his operations on the 
former in the first week of November. His fleet then con- 
:iisted of the Oneida of sixteen guns and five smaller vessels, 
carrying all together thirty -two guns; whilst the British 
squadron carried upwards ot a hundred ; yet, notwithstand- 
ing this great inequality of strength, he occasionally skir- 
mished with squadrons of the enemy ; at one time, caus- 
ing the flight of the Royal George of twenty-six, and at 
another, capturing the Prince Regent schooner of eighteea 
guns. 

Thus, the navy had been invariably successful, and the ar- 
my, though equally brave, when brought into action, had been, 
in almost every instance, unfortunate. The one had been the 
early favourite of the party that now opposed the war ; the 
other, considered by the ministerial adherents as the only 
means of national defence, (excepting gun boats,) worthy of 
attention. When congress re-assembled in November, the 
glory of the seamen was contrasted with the misfortunes 
of the army, as a fresh argument against the measures of the 
existing government. Party spirit rose to an alarming height ; 
and, as usual, the members of the several legislatures were 
less under its influence, in their public^ than in their pri^ 
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Vate situations. Mutual charges were made, of Frenbh con- 
trol and improper submission to the outrages of Britain. 
Some degree of justice seemed to be on the pacific side ; 
yet, the advocates for war were able to produce arguments, 
equally meriting attention. A proposal for an armistice, 
made by the governor of Canada, had been thought inadmis- 
sible-; and -a similar offer by admiral Warren, was, on the 
same principle, rejected : but, on the other hand, the Ameri- 
can minister at London had made a pacific overture, which 
proved abortive, and a mediation offered to the British gov- 
ernment, by the emperor of Russia, was equally ineffec- 
tual. 

Congress had not been long in session, when the public 
feelings were once more excited by most flattering news. 
The flag of another British frigdte was transferred to the cap- 
ital, and placed amongst the former trophies of the American 
navy. Tlis achievement was gained by the Constitution ; a 
vessel already distinguished under the command of captain 
Hull, and now bearing the flag of commodore Bainbridge. 
In October, this frigate, with the Hornet, captain Lawrence, 
sailed from New York, to effect a junction with the Essex, 
commodore Porter: which sailed about the same time from 
the Delaware ; the whole intending to cruise in the Pacific 
Ocean, and destroy, in that quarter, the British fisheries and 
commerce. The junction not happening at the place appoint- 
ed, commodore Porter passed round Cape Horn, alone ; and, 
in the meantime, on the 29th of December, a few leagues 
west of St. Salvador, the Constitution, which had, a few days 
before, separated from the Hornet, descried a British frigate. 
After a severe action, which continued about an ho\ir, the en- 
emy lay an unmanageable wreck. Having struck her colours, 
she was found to be the Java, commanded by a gallant offic- 
er, captain Lambert ; who was mortally wounded. Besides 
her own crew, of four-hundred men, she had a hundred de- 
signed for service in the East Indies : also, a number of dis- 
tinguished passengers ; amongst whom, was general Hislop, 
governor of Bombay. The Constitution had nine killed and 
twenty-five wounded ; the Java, uxty killed and a hundred- 
and-twenty wounded. The prize was in a miserable condi- 
tion. It being found impossible to bring her into port, she 
^as, in a few days afterwards, blown up. On arriving at St. 
Salvador, the commodore received the public acknowedg- 
ments of governor Hislop ; who, in consideration of his polite 
treattnent, presented him with an elegant sword. The pri- 
vate passengers vrere, released, without being viewed as 
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prisoners : tliose liolding situations under their govemmentf 
as well as the officers and crew, were liberated on |[>arole. 
.... A melancholy contrast to this gratifying incident 

j was soon offered to the public mind. Fresh disasters 

in the west, accompanied by circumstances that rarely occur 
in the annals of history, tended greatly to check the national 
joy, for that second victory of the Constitution. 

General Harrison had fixed his head quaiters at Frankling- 
ton ; his object being to concentrate a respectable force at the 
Rapids, and, thence, proceed to the reduction of Detroit. In 
the meantime, general Winchester continued at Fort Defi- 
ance, with about eight-hundred men ; many of the volunteers 
having returned home after tlie expiration of the term of ser- 
vice. Those wlio remained were chiefly from Kentucky : 
the greitter part ranked amongst the wealthiest and most dis- 
linguislicd citizens of the state. Early in the month of lanu* 
ary, general Winchester, having received intimation fix>ra the 

! inhabitants of Frenchtown, a village situate on the river Rai- 

bin, betwen the Rapids and Detroit, that a large body of the 

^ Britisii and Indians designed to concentrate there ; and that 

ihey dreaded the horrors of an Indian massacre ; t!ie sensibil- 
ity of the young volunteers was strongly excited, and they 
earnestly besought the general to lead them to their defence. 
With some reluctance, and, contrary to the arrangements of 
the commander-in-chief, he yielded to their wishes. Accord- 
ingly, he sent forward a detachmeut under colonels Lewis and 
Alien, with orders to wait at Presque Isle until the arrival of 
;if tiie main body. An advanced party of the enemy having 
.sircady taken possession of Frenchtown, it was determined in- 

I ^tantly to attack them. There followed a severe conflict. 

J^it the Ikiiish were at length defeated, pursued by a contin* 
41 al clrarge for many miles, and entirely dispersed. The 
Americans then encamped, and remained in their position 
•intil the 20th, when they were joined by general Winchester. 

[ llis whole force was now about seven-hundred-and-fifcy men. 

^ Of these, six-hundred were placed within a breast-work, and 

the remainder encamped in an opon field. But they were 
allowed only a short respite from fatigue. On the morning 
of the 22d, they were suddenly attacked by a combined force, 
under general Proctor and the Indian leaders, Split-Log and 
Round- Head ; and, though quickly ready for their recepr 
tion, their strength was every moment failing. It was iruit } 
less to contend with the enemy's superior numbers. In order 
to preserve the remainder of his brave party, the general aur- 
rexidered them prisoners of war i on condition cdf their being 
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allowed to retain their private property and side arms, an< 
of being protected against the usual fury of the Indians 
At this time, the killed, wounded, and missing, of the littl< 
army, amounted to more than three-hundred. But the loa 
during the engagement was the least deplorable disaster. In 
stead of being guarded by the British soldiers, the prisoner 
were, with few exceptions, assigned to the charge of the In 
dians, to be marched in the army's rear to Maiden, and thi 
greater part murdered on the way. Those who had escapee 
the dreadful tomahawk or scalping knife, were reserved, bj 
the cruel escort, for an abominable traffic. They were drag 
ged from door to door through the streets of Detroit, and of 
fered to the inhabitants for sale. 

The people of Detroit exhibited a degree of tenderness foi 
tbeir unfortunate countrymen, which entitles them to everlast 
ing gratitude. All classes eagerly sought opportunities of re 
deeming the' unhappy captives. For their purchase, man] 
parted with every thing of value. The female sex were par 
ticularly conspicuous for they sympathy : they promptly bar- 
tered what clothing they could spare ; next, their ear-rings 
and, when nothing else remained, the blankets from their beds 
Mr. Woodward, formerly a judge of the supreme court, was 
a father to the survivors. He remonstrated with general Proc 
tor in the manly tone of bis injured country ; depicting, in ap' 
palling language, his infamous behaviour. His zeal and Indus* 
try were unwearied : to his exeriionsy many families are in« 
dcbted for the restoration of the tenderest relative. Several 
of the British officers, also, are deserving of our praise : part- 
icularly, major Muir, captains Aiken and Curtis ; the revec< 
end Mr. Par row and Dr. Bowen. 

The news of this melancholy affiiir reached general Harri- 
son when on his march to Frenchtown with a re-enforcement. 
He had heard, with displeasure, the unauthorized movement 
pf general Winchester : apprehending the result, had ther 
ordered a detachment to push forward to his relief : and, now. 
sent on a chosen body to save any of the wretched party whc 
might have escaped. But their number was very small : the 
snow, being deep, rendered it almost impossible for them tc 
jmake their way. 

Shortly afterwards, the general erected at the Rapids a de* 
fence ; named by him in honour of the governor of Ohio, Fori 
Meigs. The enemy had been, for some time past, collecting 
in considerable numbers, for the purpose of besieging ttds 
place ; which, as the troops expected from Ohio and Ken* 
tucky had not yet arrived, was in considerable danger : but 
the Pennsylvania brigade^ under general Cooks, although Us 
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term of scmce Iiad not expired, volunteered for its protection. 
This fort is situated on a ribing j^round, a few hundred yards 
distant from the river ; the banks of which are chiefiv natu- 
ral meadows. With the aid of captains Wood and Gratiot, 
his two principal engineers, the general laboured^ night and 
day, to strengthen its foitiiications : the garrison, amounting to 
about twelve -hundred men, being in high spirits and resolved 
to defend themselves to the last extremity.— -On the first of 
May) the British having finished their batteries, commenced 
a fire, wiUi one twenty -four puunder, one twelve, a sis 
pouiKicrt and a howitzer. By these, no material injury 
was done ; though gcnc:ral Harrison narrowly escaped being 
killed : a bail siruck a bench oi) which he was sitting, and, 
at another time, a man was luonally wounded by his side. 
On the 3d, an additional battery assailed the Ameri- 
can works, at the distance of about two-houiidred-and-fifty 
yards, furnished with a moniar ; which, after throwing a num- 
ber of bombs, was completely silenced. The Indians now 
mounted on the tiees, fired into the fort, and killed and 
wounded several of the garrison. At this time, the levies 
under general Clay, were seen approaching, and orders were 
instantly sent to this officer to detach eight-hundred men, for 
the purpose of landing on the opposite side of the river and 
destroying the enemy's batteries ; a sortie from the garrison 
being, in the meantime, projet;:ed, against the battery erect- 
ed on the same side with the fort. Colonel Dudley, who was 
charged with the performance of the first, overcame the four 
batteries in an instant, compellini^ their defenders to retire ; 
and, having executed his orders, commanded a retreat. But 
his men, elated by success, and eager to avenge the recent 
slaughter of their countrymen, pushed forward with irresisti- 
ble impetuosity. The consequence was dreadful. In a few 
moments, they were surrounded by an Indian army, three 
times their number, headed by the brave Tecumseh ; a des- 
perate fight ensued, and a scene of slaughter almost as terri- 
ble as at the river Raisin. Only a hundred-and-fifty escsiped : 
the rest were either killed or taken prisoners. . Colonel Dud- 
ley was amongst the slain ; a melancholy sacrifice to rashness 
and insubordination. 

This, in some measure disconcerted the plan of the sortie 
from the fort. Yet, colonel Miller sallied out at the head qf 
three-hundred men, assaulted the bcsi.^crs* entire line, though 
manned by three-hundred-and-fifty regulars and as many 
Indians; and, after several brilliant charges, spiked the can- 
non of the principal batteries, and returned with above forty 
'j»risoners* 
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Happily, this was the last occasion requiring the garrison 
to display their active bravery. The Indians, after their sue- 
sessful ambuscade, having, according to their usual custom, 
returned home, nothwithstanding the entreaties of Tecumseh 
and his subordinate chieftains, general Proctor made instant 
preparations to retreat ; when a cessation of hostilities taking 
place, arrangements were entered into for an exchange of pris- 
oners, and on the 9th of May, after an assault of thirteen days^ 
the enemy withdrew. 

The termination of this siege was glorious to the defenders, 
and reflected lustre on the American army. It taught their 
enemies, that, in future, they must expect to meet a resistance 
different from what they had experienced from Hull ; and, 
that if they would succeed in overcoming an American for- 
tress, they must previously destroy the garrison. 

Designing to organize the expected forces, general Harri-* 
son returned to Franklinton. Here, a deputation from aUthe 
Indian tribes residing in Ohio, and some of the territories of 
Indiana and Illinois, having made a tender of their services to 
follow him into Canada, their offer, after some deliberation, 
was accepted ; as, hitherto, the United States employed none 
of the friendly Indians, with the exception of a small band 
commanded by Logan, a distinguished dhief, a nephew of Te« 
cumseh. They were advised to become neutral. But the 
advice could not be understood by these warlike people : they 
considered it rather as a reproach upon their courage, than a 
desire to promote their welfare ; especially, as several inroads 
bad been made upon their settlements by the hostile tribes : 
for which reason, general Harrison now consented to their 
wishes ; on condition that they should be merciful to their pris- 
oners, and, in all things, conform to the established rules of 
civilized warfare. 

Our attention is next drawn to the military operations on 
the northern frontier ; where, events of a very important char- 
acter had occurred. 

During the whiter, Great Britain had sent a number of 
troops to Halifax ; for the purpose of ascending the St^ Law- 
rence in the spring, and being in early readiness to aid in the 
defence of Canada. Recent victories of the allied sovereigns 
on the European continent, by which. Napoleon's gigantic 
power was almost annihilated, had decreased her necessity, 
and, consequently, her desire, of pacification with the Unt<« 
ted States. A larger force could therefore be directed against 
her trani-atlantic enemies ; and, besides, the militia of her 
American provinces were disciplined, with peculiar care* 

3y 90 exchange of prisoners, many valuable officeirS} taken 
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jD the first campaij^) were restored to the American arm^. 
The troop! enlisted in the middle and northern diatricta, were 
marched to Sackeit's harbour and other places in the neigh- 
bourhood ; where, by the indefatigable industry of Pike, now 
promoted, in consequence of his meritorious services, to the 
rank of brigadier general, they were converted into efficient 
soldiers. 

The first interesting en$!^gement, in that quarter, took place 
on the 31st of February ; when, the British, with twelve-hun- 
dred men, having attacked Ogdensburg, compelled the Amer- 
icans, under coiomMs Forsythe and Benedict, to evacuate the 
place. The vanquished troops, however, had, soon afte^ 
wards, an oppportunity of silencing the triumphs displayed by 
the enemy on this occason. Lake Ontario was no sooner clear 
of ice, than a descent on the Canada shore was projected ; the 
first object of attack, being York, the capital of the upper 
province, the depot of the British military stores for supplyii^ 
their western posts, and a place of great importance to the 
success of either party. The plan, chiefly sug^sted by gen- 
eral Pike, was highly judicious ; and, at his particular request^ 
general Oearborne, intrusted him with its execution. On the 
37th of April, the troops, escorted by commodore Chauncey, 
who rendered most important assistance, reached the place of 
debarkation, at the ruins of Torento, about ten miles from the 
town of York. M-ijor Forsythe, and his corps of riflemen 
were the first on shore, amidst a galling fire of musketry, and 
were in a moment engaged with the whole force. General 
Pike followed ; and, afterwards, a detachment under major 
Kini2^ ; consisting of the light artillery, a volunteer corps, and 
and a few riflemen, commanded by major Eustace, colonel 
M^Clure, and lieutenant Riddle. Placing himself at the head 
of the first formed, general Pike ordered the rest to follow 
rapidly, and ascended the bank ag^iinst a shower of bullets 
from the grenadiers. He charged with impetuosity : they 
were thrown inio confusion, and fled. Scarcely was this 
achieved^ when the bugles of Forsythe announced that he, al- 
so, had been victorious.— A Ircsh body of the enemy's grena- 
diers now suddenly issued from the woods ; making a desper- 
ate charge on major King's regiment. It faltered for a mo- 
ment ; but immediately rallied, and drove the British from the 
field. Again, they were seen tbrming at a distance ; but re- 
enforcements having, by this time, landed frorfi the fleet, they 
retreated from the adjacent garrison. 

The <\mencan troops were now arranged according to the 
intended order of battle. They moved forward with becom- 
ing ardour and vetei*an precision. They confided in their 
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leader^ and their leader placed a well-grounded confidence in 
them. On emerging from a wood, a twenty -four pounder 
opened from one of the enemy's batteries : but this was soon 
taken, and the column moved on to the second, which was 
abandoned on their approach. General Piise here ordered 
his men to halt ; for the puri^ose of learning th^ strength of 
the garrison of Yopk, and obtaining other information ; for, as 
the barracks appeared to be evacuated, he suspeced a strat- 
agem, to draw him within the reach of some secret force. 
Lieutenant Riddel was sent forth to ascertain the enemy's sit- 
uation. Meanwhile, the heroic Pike, as humane as he was 
brave, occupied himself in removing a wounded British sol- 
dier from a place of danger, and, after performing this act of 
generosity, was calmly seated on the stump of a tree, in con- 
versation with another soldier who had been taken prisoner ; 
when suddenly, the air was convulsed by a tremendous explo- 
sion. The British magazine, at the distance of two-hundred 
yards, near the barracks, had blown up. Huge stones and 
fragments of wood were rent asunder, and whirled aloft, by 
the exploding of five-hundred barrels of gunpowder. Im- 
mense quantities of those fell in the midst of the victorious 
column, killing and wounding upwards of two-hundred, and 
amongst the latter, general Pike. But the Anriericans, though 
for a moment confounded, soon recovered their former order : 
the ranks were instantly closed, and their undaunted spirit was 
evinced by three loud huzzas. 

The wound of the gallant Pike was soon found to be mor- 
tal ; yet he still retained the fire and solicitude of the soldier 
and commander. " Move on, my brave fellows," he exclaim- 
ed, <f and revenge your general." They instantly obeyed. 
He was then carried on board a vessel, and, shortly afterwards, 
gratified by the sight of the British fiag. On seeing the vic- 
torious trophy, his eyes, over which approaching death had 
already drawn the prophetic film, for a moment, resumed 
their lustre, and, making signs for it to be placed under his 
head, he contentedly expired. 

After a short delay, the Americans, under colonel Pearce, 
moved forward towards the town, and, on their way, were met 
by an offer of capitulation. The public stores were asugned 
to the invaders, and all the troops surrendered prisoners of 
war. The British loss, in men, amounted to seven-hundred- 
and-fifly, in killed, wounded, and captured ; of the latter, there 
were fifty of the line and five-hijndred militia. The public 
property destroyed was immense, and that which was reserv- 
ed uninjured amounted in value to at least half a million of 
dollars. 
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The object of the expedition bemg now fully attainec 
the American forces evacuated York on the 1st of May an 
re*einbarked : but the fleet did not leave the harbour urn: 

the 8th. 

An attack on Fort George, and on Fort Erie, unauccessful 

■, ly attempted the year before, ivas the next thing to hm undei 

taken. Accordingly, on the 9rth, a number of boats wer 

i made ready, and others, which had been building for the oc 

! casion, were launched in the afternoon. This being observe 

j; by the enemy, a fire was opened from a battery, nearly oppc 

;' site ; bringing, in return, a severe cannonade from the Amei 

ican works. The latter had a decided advantage. Foi 

George seemed to suffer considerably : the buildings, of evei 

description, near the fort, were much damaged ; whilst tb 

• loss on the other side was only trifling. At day-break on tli 

following morning, generals Dearbome and Lewis embarkci 

and their whole force, amounting to four-thousand men, wa 

ready to proceed. The advance, under colonel Scott, consis 

ing of five-hundred, was exposed, in approaching the shore, 1 

incessant voUies of musketry, from at least twelve-hundrc 

regulars, stationed in a ravine ; yet, they faltered not a mi 

ment : no sooner were they formed on the beach, than the 

were led to the charge, and dispersed the enemy. Meai 

\ while, the works, on each side of the river, were furiously ei 

gaged. Fort George being in a short time rendered untei 

able, the British, laying trains to their m.agazines, hastily n 

tired. The American light companies took possession of th 

abandoned works ; captains Hyndman and Stockton enterin 

I first, and extinguishing the fire intended to create the expic 

\ sion. The former withdrew a match at the imminent hazar 

of his life. Before twelve o'clock, the whole of the fortifies 

tions in that quarter were surmounted by the American flag 

, , the enemy having lost, in killed and wounded, above two-hun 

; dred-and-fifty men, besides six-hundred prisoners ; their antag 

I cnists, only thirty-nine killed and a hundred-and- eight wound 

f . ed. High praise was given by the commodore and the gen 

eral to the forces under their respective orders. Scott an( 

Boyd were particularly mentioned ; and much honour wa 

gained by colonel M. Porter and major Armistcad of the ar 

tillery ; by captain Totten of the engineers, and lieutenar 

Oliver H. Perry of the navy. Commodore Chauncey himsel 

bore a distinguished part in this splendid enterprise ; the judi 

, cious attack with his vessels, on the different batteries, having 

'' largely contributed to its success. 

A few days afterwards, it became known that the enemv 
under general Vincent, having been strengthened from For 
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EriQ, Chippeway, and Kingston, the entire amounting to fif- 
teen-hundred men, had encamped on the heights at the head 
of Burlington bay. The American commander determined 
to allow them no repose. A force, therefore, much superior 
in numbers, under Chandler and Winder, in a short time ar- 
ivcd >Yithin a few miles of their position ; using every means, 
as well to pix^vent their escape as to guard against surprise. 
The situation of the British army was almost hopeless. To 
contend openly, would have been the last refuge of despair ; 
yet, what could not be gained by this alternative, might, not- 
withstanding, he accamplislied by address. Their command- 
er resolved to try the fortune of an attack in the night. The 
fires kindled by the Americans, whilst they guided the assail- 
ants to their camp, served to conceal the latter during their 
approach. Several of the American sentinels, owing to the 
extreme negligence of the main guard, were silently bayonet- 
ed by the enemy ; who, to the number of seven or eight-hun- 
dred, passed them when asleep. The assailants now raised a 
tremendous Indian yell. The main body of the Americans 
were, by this, suddenly awoke, and, seizing their arms, com- 
menced a heavy and destructive fire. An awful combat im- 
mediately overspread tiic encampment. A scene of confusion 
followed, equally distressing to the commanders, and difficult 
of delineation. The soldiers of one party were intermingled 
with those of the other ; the darkness of the night rendered 
friends undistinguishable from foes, and the irregular firing of 
the whole prevented the respective orders being heard. Gen- 
eral Chandler was at length entangled amongst the enemy ; 
general Winder soon afterwards found himself in the same 
situation, and both were taken prisoners. Finding two pieces 
of artillery limbered, the British drove them off*, overturned 
others, hastily retired, and, before day-light, concealed them- 
selves with the main body in a wood. The Americans return- 
ed to Fort George ; harassed, nearly the whole way, by the 
•Indians, and their disappointment. rendered still more griev- 
ous, from the capture, by an armed schooner, of nearly all their 
camp equipage and baggage. 

The movement of general Dearborne against the fortifica- 
tions on the Niagara, was attended with immment danger to 
Sackett's Harbour. In his absence, it experienced a formi- 
dable attack. Sir George Prevost having embarked with a 
thousand men on board the fleet of Sir James Yeo, scarcelf 
had commodore Chauncey arrived at Niagara, when the Brit«- 
ish squadron appeared off the harbour. An alarm was im** 
mediately given. General Brown, with about a thousand men^ 
^f every description — seaman, artillerists, militia invalids, and 

20 
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volunteers, made the best preparation that the occurrence 
would permit. At the only place of landing, he hastily raised 
a battery and brea8t-u;ork ; behind which, some militia and 
artillery were stationed ; and the remainder of his forces, io 
a second line near the public buildings. The approach of 
the enemy's boais did not, at first, disturb the firmness of the 
militia, who formed the front line ; but, when they had dis- 
charged their mubkets, they were seized by a sudden panic^ 
and neither threats nor intreaties could arrest their flights. A 
sharp conflict now beg^n with the regulars and artillery under 
colunel Backus : who retired gradually ; taking possession of 
the houses and barracks, and continuing to annoy the assail- 
ants from the windows. At this time, the hopes of the Amer- 
ican commander revived. Ashamed of their panic, (to which, 
indeed, the bravest troops, if inexperienced, are subject,) a 
considerable part of the militia had rallied near the scene 
of action : with these, general Brown marched silently 
through the woods, in apparent secrecy, yet intending \fi 
be discovered. The stratagem was successful. Believing 
that his rear was in danger of assault, and perhaps inform- 
ed that a strong re-enforcement to the Americans was ap- 
proacl'iing, the British commander ordered a retreat, and, 
leaving his dead and wounded on the field, hastily em- 
barked. 

The attack, however, aliliough repulsed, created consider- 
able damage. Supposing that his friends were entirely beat- 
en, commodore Chaunccy, agreeably with a previous arange- 
^ment, set fiie to the public store-houses, and, before the flames 
were suppressed, the destruction was extensive. 

General Dearborne, having been, for some time, labourii^ 
under a severe indisposition, now retired from service ; as^ 
signing Fort George to the care of colonel Boyd. The 
American arms soon afterwards experienced a severe reverse, 
by an irrational attack on a British party at La Goose's House, 
about seventeen miles from the fort : and on the 8th of July 
a general skirmish ensued, without any advantage remainii\g 
on either side. Losses were frequently occurring, from the 
peculiar warfare of the Indians : Boyd, therefore, consideriq^ 
the forbearance, hitherto observed, in refusing the service of 
the friendly tribes, injurious to the army, accepted the aid 0f 
the Senecca nation, having about four hundred warriors undfli 
young Gornplanter : with a stipulation of the same nature as 
that entered into by the western Indians with general Harri- 
son. On the last day of July, twelve-hundred British landed 
at Plattsburg, destroyed the public stores, and carried off 
large quantities of individual property ; interesting eoj 
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ments continued between Sir James Yeo and commodore 
Ghauncey ; in which, the latter, though he contended with 
the utmost gallantry and skill, suffered occasional defeats. 

During the first year of the war, the Atlantic shore enjoyed 
a state of comparative peace. Early in spring, however, a devas- 
tating mode of hostility began, against the most exposed south- 
ern states ; a distinction having been made between the north and 
south : from a belief that the northern states were not only un- 
friendly to the war, but were also strongly inclmed to separate 
from the Union, and return to their former allegiance under the 
king of England. On the 4th of February, a British squadron, 
consisting of two ships of the line, three frigates, and some 
shipping of inferior size, ascended the Chesapeake, destroyed 
the small vessels employed in navigating the bay, and effec- 
tually blockaded its entire waters. About the same time, 
another squadron, under admiral Beresford, entered the Dela- 
ware, and, on the 10th of April, demanded from the people 
in the village of Lewistown a supply of provisions: which were 
spiritedly refused by colonel Davis : the officer commanding 
at this place. The frigate Belvidera then moved- near the 
village, and commenced a furious bombardment. But this 
mode of obtaining a supply was equally ineffective. Her fire 
being returned from a small battery hastily erected on the 
shore, after a cannonade of twenty-fours hours, the attempt was 
relinquished. Another trial, near the same place, in the en- 
suing month, met a similar opposition : the admiral having 
attempted to land a party from his barges, major Hunter, who 
vas detached by colonel Davis with a hundred-and-fifly men, 
made so gallant a resistance, that he compelled them to hasten 
to the shipping : soon after which, the squadron returned to 
Bermuda. 

In the mean time, scenes of the most distressing kind were 
occuriing in the Chesapeake. It was now, that admiral Cock- 
burn was satiating his unmanly and unsoldierlike propensities, 
In a species of warfare, at once reflecting dishonour on the 
brave and generous character of the British navy, staining his 
own memory with indelible reproach, and embittering, for 
ages, that antipathy, which, since the early period of the re- 
volution, was still existing. Having taken possession of seve- 
ral islands in the bay, particularly Sharp's, Tilghman's, and 
Poplar islands, he could make an easy descent upon the 
neighbouring shores. At first, his depredations were directed 
against the farm-houses and seats of private gentlemen. 
These were plundered, their owners, in the rudest manner^ 
insulted, and cattle which could not be removed were wan- 
tpnly destroyed* This devastating hostility was in a short 
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time practised on a bolder and more extensive scale. French- 
toT^'n and Havre de Grace ; the one a village situate on the 
Klk river, tlie otiier, a more considerable town, higher up the 
bay, on the Susquehanna, and both places of deposit for mili- 
tary and mercantile proj>erty, in its passage between Bald' 
more and Philadelphia ; were plundered and entirely burned. 
Oeorgetown and Frederick cown, two beautiful villages on the 
river Sassafras, experienced a similar destruction. The op* 
position made by the few inhabitants and militia who hastily 
assembled, was unavailing, against five-hundred well discipli- 
ned marines. The people of Frenchtown, after firing a few 
shots, fled on the enemy's approach ; with the exception of 
an old Herbemian, named O'Neil. This heroic citizen con- 
tinued the battle, alone ; loading a piece of artillery and firing 
it himself, until, by recoiling, it ran over his leg and wounded 
him severely ; and even then, exchanging his piece of ord- 
nance for a musket, and limping away, he still kept up a re- 
treating fight with the advanced column of the British. He 
was, at length, made prisoner, but, soon aflerwards, released. 
—The behaviour of colonel Veazy and a small party at Frcd- 
ericktown, was equally deserving of applause. Aided by a 
few militia, the remainder of fifty who had opposed the ene- 
my on their landing, this brave officer contin\3ed a steady and 
well directed fire, until longer delay would bring inevitable 
destruction upon themselves and increased severity upon the 
neighbourhood. 

The arrival of admiral Warren augmented the British na- 
val forces on the Chesapeake to a formidable number. Sev- 
en ships of the line and twelve frigates, wiih a proportional 
attendance of smaller vessels, and a large body of land troops 
accompanied by general Sir Sidney Beckwith, held undisturb- 
ed possession of the bay. The unguarded villages had al- 
ready felt the unsparing hand of barbarous warfare : the 
strongest cities were now in danger of destruction. Balti- 
more, Annapolis, and Norfolk, were equally in expectation of 
assault. 

Norfolk was destined as the first object of attack. The 
naval and military commanders were alike active in making 
j)reparaiions against the impending danger. Commodore 
Cassin, having received intelligence that a squadron of the 
enemy had arrived in Hampton Roads, ordered that the frig- 
ate Constellation should be anchored between the two forts, 
which command the approach to Norfolk ; and that the gun- 
boat flotilla, under captain Tarbell, should engage the fore- 
most of the enemy. Ten-thousand militia were already as* 
sembled in the town* The flotilla did considerable damage 
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to one of the advancing frigates ;' but was soon under the ne- 
cessity of retiring. Four days afterwards, (on the Sand of 
June») the British were discerned approaching, with about 
"{bur-thousand land troops; whom, they endeavoured to disem- 
bark on Crany Island, out of the reach of the American gun- 
i)oats. But, in avoiding one danger, they encountered another, 
more destructive. A battery, under the direction of lieuten- 
ant Neale, was managed with so much precision, that several 
of their boats were cut in two, the admiral's barge was sunk, 
^nd the whole force, after half their number had landed, com- 
pelled to make a precipitate retreat. Nor was this the only 
stene of their disappointment. A large body who had disem- 
barked on the main shore, were not less ably resisted by the 
Virginia volunteers, on their crossing the narrow inlet to the 
west. Here, too, they were forced to relinquish the attempt ; 
their loss, altogether, being two-hundred in killed and wound- 
ed, besides a number who seized the opportunity of deserting. 
The Americans lost not a single man. 

The safety of Norfolk, as well as of Gosport, Portsmouth, 
ind other places, is to be attributed to the resolute defence 
of Crany Island. The conduct of lieutenant Neale and his 
equally brave companions, Shubrick, Saunders, and Breck- 
enridge, was gratefully acknowledged by the inhabitants ; 
-and colonel Bcaty and his officers were no less entitled to ap- 
plause. 

Changing the mode of approach, the enemy determined on 
proceeding against Hampton ; a town, distant about eighteen 
miles from Norfolk. The fortifications of this place were of 
small importance : the garrison was weak ; not exceeding 
four-hundred men. Possessed of this place, it was thought 
that Norfolk would be the more easily subdued ; as its com- 
munication with the upper coimtry would then be entirely in- 
terrupted. On the 25th, admiral Cockburn advanced, with 
a number of barges, tenders, and smaller vessels ; throwing 
rockets and firing towards the town : while general Beck with 
landed below, at the head of two-thousand men ; intending to 
march up and gain the American rear. But the admiral was 
so warmly received by major Crutchfield, the officer com- 
manding at Hampton, who opened against him a few pieqes 
gF artillery) that he was compelled, instantly, to withdraw, and 
. cwiceal his men behind a point. 

The general appeared^ and was severely galled by a riflle 
«c»mpany under captain Servant, which had been |)osted in .a 
wood. Major Crutchfield soon afterwards brought his infimt- 
■Tf to their support ; but, finding himself unable to staiid 
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against iuim])ers so superior, he retreated. The enemy were 
rapidly {];aining ground. Captain Pryor, who had been left to 
command the battery that had opposed tiicm in their landing, 
when the royal marines had approached within sixty yardi, 
and his party were in immediate danger of being captured^ 
ordered the guns to be spiked ; and, c!mrging upon the ene- 
my, threw them into confusion : by which act of desperation, 
he effected his escape, without losing any of his men. Alto- 
gether, the Americans lost in killed and wounded nineteen ; 
the British, thirty -eight. 

With painful feeling, and reluctance, we here record the 
barbarities that followed. Unwilling to perpetuate the recol- 
lection of atrocities, and, consequently, prolong the hostile 
feelings towards the British, we would pass them over in si- 
lence ; yet, a brief memoiial seems imperiously^ required, to 
animate the exertions of every citizen against invasion at a fu- 
ture day. The troops employed in the attack on Crany Is- 
land were chiefly of the vilest description ; prisoners taken 
from the French armies in Spain : who had entered the Brit- 
ish service with a view of rewarding their own desertion by 
the plunder of their friends. No sooner was the town in pos- 
session of these wretches, than leave was given them to sa- 
tiate the worst passions of corrupted nature. Neither age 
nor sex, sickness nor decrepitude of years, resti*ained the 
monstrous cruelties of these barbarians. Some justification 
of their enormities was offered by the British commander. 
When appealed lo by general Taylor, Sir Sidney Beckwith 
declared, that excesses were permitted in retaliation for the 
conduct of the Americans at Crany Island, in shooting at a 
crew of Enijlish seamen, who had clunjz; to their barge whea 
overset ; nevertheless, that the troops had proceeded to a de- 
gree of severity, unwarranted, and that, on learning the extent 
of their enormities, he had ordered them to re-embark. The 
Americans, however, deny the existence of that ground of re- 
taliation ; it having, after solemn inquiry, appeared, that they 
had acted with uniform humanity. 

During the remainder of the summer, the British wereein* 
ployed, chiefly, in threatening Washington, Annapolis, and 
Baltimore. Admiral Cockburn was permitted to follow his 
inclination, by moving with a large squadron to the south ; 
where he carried on, in the Carolinas and in Georgia, the 
the same species of warfare so extensively practised by hijn 
in the Chesapeake. 

To this, a pleasing contrast was shown in the deportmefit 
of commodore Hardy ; who commanded a squadron off tbe 
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northern states. His conduct was brave, honourable, and hu* 
mane ; whilst performing his duty as a British officer, he did 
not forget the laws of established warfare : he fought the bat- 
tles of his country ; but, with the severity of the soldier, he 
blended the mildness of the Christian. 

The United States now so justly estimated the value of 
their marine department, that congress, during the last sessioix, 
SLUthorized the building of several additional vessels. 

This confidence, arising from the success of the past, was 
not disappointed by the achievements of the future. 'Succeed- 
ing victories were equally splendid with the former. The arri- 
val of the Hornet gave another addition to the long catalogue 
of marine at^inments. Captain Lawrence had been ordered 
to blockade'a British ship of war at St. Salvador ; which ves- 
sel W8B formerly challenged by the Hornet ; but, unwilling to 
viSi the loss of a large amount of silver, she thought it pru- 
dent, though of superior force, to decline the combat. The 
Hornet afterwards sailed for Pcrnambuco ; on the 4th of Feb- 
ruary, captured an English brig often guns, with above twen- 
ty-thousand dollars ; then, sailed along the coast of Maranham., 
and on the 22d steered for Demerara. The next day, captain 
Lawrence engaged a large national armed brig, the Peacock ; 
pouring into her so heavy a fire, that, in fifteen minutes, she 
not only surrendered, but hoisted a signal of distress. She 
was cut almost to pieces, and had already six feet of water in 
her hold. The sea rushed impetuously through her wounds ; 
threatening every moment to ingulph her. A party were 
immediately sent to remove her crew on board the Hornett 
They found, that her captain had been killed, that the greater 
part of her men were either killed or wounded, and that she 
was rapidly sinking, notwithstanding all their efforts to keep 
her above the water. Her guns were now thro^vn overboard,, 
the shot- holes stopped, whilst a part of the Hornet's crew la- 
boured strenuously to save the vanquished. But the utmost 
exertions of these generous men were unavailing : she sunl^, 
in the midst of them ; carrying down nine of her own men, 
and three of the Americans. 

Hitherto, invariable success had attended the navy ; but, fbr 
a while, Great Britain seemed to have regained her ancient 
character of invincibility. Perhaps, this change was beneficial 
to the United Stales. A longer continuance of victory might 
6ave relaxed that vigorous discipline, which, the want of con- 
fidence, not experience, had established. 

On the 10th of April, a few days after the arrival of fl|)e 
Hornet, the Chesapeake frigate returned to Boston, from a 
Ibur months' cruise ; wheo^ her commander^ ca^tm C^H^f^s^ 
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being appuinlL'd to ihc New York station, she was assigned 

captain Lawrence* About the latter end of the month, t 

British frigate Shannon, commanded by captain Broke,appeai 

of[ Boston Harbour, prepared for a desperate rencounter ; a 

sent a formal challenge to captain Lawrence : which, unfi 

tunatcly, was not received. He was, at this time, absent fit 

the pore. On arriving, lie was informed, that a British frig; 

ivus lying otT the harbour ; apparently inviting a combat w: 

an American. He was pleased with the occasion ; as he bui 

ed with impatience again to meet the enemy. But his spi 

was more commendable than his prudence. He did not si 

iiciently inquire into the relative condition of the vessc 

The greater part ol the Chesapeake's crew had been recen 

.. I discharged ; others had been enlisted, and several of the ofi 

'• :! ers were sick. Under these disadvantages, he sailed eut 

the tirst of June, determined to risk a battle. When he csfl 

t, ^: within sight of tlie Shannon, he addressed his crew ; but fou 

^ that they listened with nu enthusiasm : some heard him w 

sullen coldness; others, with murmurs and dlssatisfactu 

They alleged, as a reason of complaint, the non-payment 

their prize money. For this, lie immediately gave them tic 

) ets, and ihnught that they were reconciled i but he was m 

) taken ; they were, at this moment, almost in a state of mu 

;*l. ny. At length, the Chesapeake jglosed with the enemy, ai 

; gave her a broadside ; which was returned with equal destri] 

tion : but the Chesapeake was more unfortunate in the loss 

officers. A second and a third broudside were exchangee 

•when the same mistortune continued. A hand grenade, thron 

I - from the Shannon, exploded in the arm-chest of the Chesi 

ii peake, with disastrous effect. Captain Broke, with grei 

jl alertness, seized the moment of cUstress, and boarded the Amei 

ican. A scene of horrid carnage ensued. Captain Lawrenc 

had been mortally wounded early in the action, and carrie 

below ; exclaiming as he left the deck, *« Don't give up th 

ship ;" every officer, qualified for command, was either kille< 

er severely wounded, and, of the crew, one-third were disablec 

In twelve minutes from the commencement of the action, th 

ship was overcome, and her colours hauled down. Of th( 

enemy, twenty-three were killed and fifty-six wounded. ' Oi 

l^ard the Chesapeake, about eighty men were killed and a 

many wounded ; the greater portion of which loss was suffer 

ed after the enemy had gained the deck. 

^ The body of captain Lawrence, together with that of lieu 

ll tenant Ludlow, who, also, had been mortally wounded ji 

^^^_^ the action, was interred by the enemy at Halifax, with ev 

^^^***^"iy Aonouri— civil, uayaU 9ivdL imlitary, A passport beinf 
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obtained from commodore Hardy, they were afterwards 
brought to the United Slates, by Mr. Crovvninshield of 
Salem, in his own barge, manned by twelve masters of ves- 
sels. 

Seldom did any victory create in England, amongst the 
adherents of the government, a more pleasing sensation, 
than the capture of the Chesapeake. Not even the bril- 
liant achievements of Wellington in Spain, nor of Nelson, 
on the ocean, had called forth more lively expressions of 
satisfaction ; and, in accordance with this feeling, the prince 
regent conferred upon the victor, who had undoubtedly 
evinced the utmost contempt of danger, the honour of knight- 
hood. 

On the 4th of August, another American vessel was cap- 
tured by the British. A sloop of war, the Argus, had the 
misfortune to be vanquished. After conveying Mr. Craw- 
ford, the United States* minister, to France, the Argus pro- 
ceeded early in June to cruiste in the English channel ; where, 
she continued for two months, committing extensive havoc 
amongst the enemy's shipping ; and causing so much uneasi- 
ness, that the British merchants were unable to procure in- 
surance on their vessels, navigating in that quarter, under 
three times the customary premium. Several ships of war 
were ordered out in search of this daring and destructive foe ; 
one of which at length discei*ned her, amidst the flame of a brig 
which she had set on fire. This was the Pelican ; a vessel of her 
own class, but said to be two guns superior to her in force. 
An action commenced, at the distance of musket shot ; the 
Pelican being to windward. At the first broadside, captain 
Allen of the Argus fell, severely wounded ; and lieutenant 
Watson, also, on whom the command devolved after a brave 
and skilful performance of his duty for an hour and a half, was 
rendered unfit for service. In five minutes more, the Argus 
was so greatly damaged in her rigging, that she could no lon- 
ger be manoeuvred ; and, after sustaining a tremendous raking 
fire for half an hour, she surrendered. 

Captain Allen, wlio was justly a favourile of his country, 
with midshipmen Delphy and Edwards, died in England ; 
where they were buried, with all the professional tributes of 
of respect. 

America was soon aftcwards consoled for the loss of the 
Argus. Victory again favoured the republic. In the follow- 
ing month, the brig Enterprise, lieutenant Burroughs, when a 
few days out of Portland, captured the Boxer ; a vessel rath- 
er superior in effective force. The Enterprise had only one 
killed and thirteen wounded ; but that one was the kmeilted 
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Burroughs. The British loss was more considerable ; as 
amongst their slain, also, was their commander, captai 
Blythe : who was huricd hj the side of his antagonist in th 
town of Portland. 

Meanwhile, extensive preparations were making on the law 
In the west, the campaign opened with an affair, which, thouf 
of small importance, as effecting the chief object of the wa 
was, nevertheless, conspicuous for its brilliancy. This, w 
the remarkable defence of Fort Sandusky, by major Crog 
an ; a \oviih of only twenty-one years of age. When cor 
Handing at another post," Croghan, having received inforni 
tion that the cncn»y intended to invest the fort of Lower Sa 
dusky, had marched here, with some additional men, and be 
occu[)ied, with great assiduity, in placing it in the best p< 
turc of defence. But the only addition that he was enabled 
( omplcie, was a ditch around the stockade of pickets ; a s[ 
ries of fortification which encloses these hastily construct 
forts, l)ut affords small protection against artillery. One i 
pounder was his entire ordnance : a hundred-and-sixty mi 
regulars, and Pittsburgh and Petersburgh volunteers, the i 
tal number of liis garrison. There seemed no likelihood 
his defending tlic place. General Harrison, conceiving iti 
possible to hold it, ordered him, on the approach of the ei 
^ my, to destroy tlic works, and retire. But this, the hen 

CyToghan, taking the responsibility on himself, determined 
disobey. 

On the 1st of August, general Proctor appeared, with abc 

live-hundred rej^ulars and seven-hundred Indians, togeth 

with some gun-boiUs j when, after making the most prude 

arrangenicnis to cut off the garrison's retreat, he demanded 

burrcnder. But the major refused to obey the summo! 

Finding that his companions would support him to the last, 1 

retained, in presence of the enemy, tlic same courage as wht 

^ cxpccling ihcir arrival, and returned the answer of a soldic 

He withstood, undaunted, the whole fury of their cannon, d 

« reeled against a single point of his defence ; strengthening 

': with bags of flour and sand : concealed his six pounder loai 

cd with slugs and grape, in the bastion that covered the ang 

through which the assailants meant to enter ; and, reservir 

his fire, until several hundred of their number had reach( 

:^' the ditch, commenced, with an effect, so destructive, th 

nearly the whole were either killed or wounded. The resoIuti< 

of the ?issailants, seemed equal to the calm gallantry of tl 

ii defenders. The assault was repeated, with bravery augmen 

£ ed by resistance. But those who escaped destruction froi 

1. the cannon, were met by a shower of bullets from the smal 
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arms, the remainder sought shelter in the woods, and, the 
next morning, disappeared. 

This exploit called forth the admiration of every party in 
the United States. The commander, and his companions, 
captain Hunter ; lieutenants Johnson, Bayley, Anthony, and 
Meeks ; ensigns Ship and Duncan ; of the regular army ; as 
well as all the other officers and volunteers ; were highly com- 
plimented by the general, and received the still more con- 
spicuous approbation of congress. Croghan was promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant colonel ; and, to render his happi- 
ness complete, was presented with a sword by the ladies 
of Chilicothe. 

The utmost exertions had been making to gain the ascen- 
dency on Lake Erie. The completion of the naval force in 
this quarter ; a means so essential ,to check the British pro- 
gress in the west ; was intrusted to commodore Perry : an offic- 
er, already mentioned in our history, who joined the steadi- 
ness of age with the ardour and enterprise of youth. He was, 
at that time, in his twenty -eighth year. His fleet consisted of 
two vessels, each of twenty guns ; two of four, one of three, 
one of two, and three of one gun each : in all, nine vessels, 
carrying fifty six guns. The British squadron, which was 
commanded by captain Barclay, jcomprised one vessel of twen- 
ty-one guns, one of seventeen, one of fifteen, another of ten, 
and two of three, guns each j in the whole, six vessels, mount- 
ing sixty-nine guns. On the morninp: of the 10th of Septem- 
ber, the enemy appeared off Put-in-Bay, where commodore 
Perry was at anchor, bearing down upon the latter with a fair 
wind. The American squadron soon got under way : the en- 
gagement having commenced with the largest vessel in ad- 
vance, became general along the line. The conflict was tre- 
mendous. The British fought with a degree of bravery wor- 
thy of their ancient fame ; the Americans, with resolution be- 
coming the defenders of their country. The flag-ship of 
commodore Perry Suffered dreadfully in the loss of men ; and 
was, every moment, on the point of sinking. He descended 
into a boat, proceeded, amidst the hottest of the fire, to anoth- 
er vessel, at the same time, waving his sword on high, to 
invigorate his men. Three hours, had the battle held the 
combatants in awful suspense, befpre the scale of victory was 
turned. At length, the laurel crown was assigned to Perry i 
the triumph was complete ;«— not a single vessel of the enemy 
escaped. 

The Americans were now masters of the lake ; but they 

still felt the effects of Hull's surrender. Part of their terri- 

.tory was yet in possession of the British. The next move- 
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ments of general Harrison were against llic captured fortre 

of Detroit, and the Canadian fort at Maiden. Placing, at tl 

former, a strong guard under colonel M'Arthur, on the 27 

of September, he embarked, with his main body, consistii 

of several thousand regulars, militia, and volunteer from Oii 

and Kentucky ; and, passing over lake Erie, landed about tbri 

miles below Amherstsburgh. The British Renei^al, Proclc 

had, in the mean time, evacuated Detroit, and destroyed tl 

fort and public stores of Maiden ; and, joined by Tecumsel 

Indians, retreated across the Thames. General Harrison (! 

termincd on pursuing. On the 2nd of October, he march 

with thirty-five-hundrcd of his most active troops, consisting 

a few regulars, colonel Ball's dragoons, colonel Johnson's i 

giment, with some of governor Shelby's volunteers ; ai 

after skirmishing with the Indians, capturing a guard and 

large quantity of arms and animunition, reached the ph 

where the enemy had encamped the night before. They wi 

drawn up across a narrow strip of land ; hcninicfl in, on « 

side, by a swamp, and, on the other, by the Thairxes : tb 

right consisting of Indians, under Tccumseh ; posted h 

thick wood, in the vicinity of a morass. General Harri 

immediately prepared for battle. His manner of attack ^ 

judicious. Knowing the dexterity of back-woodsmen in 

ding through a forest, and the ease wiih which they carr 

rifles in that situation, he determined to surprise the reguli 

by charging them with colonel Jolinson's mounted regime 

who werc^ accordingly, drawn up in front. The horses, 

first, recoiled from the enemy's fue ; but, soon afterwai 

again getting in motion, at full speed, with irresistible imp 

iiosity, broke tlirough the opposing column. In a momc 

the contest was over, in the foremost ranks. The Americi 

instantly forming in their rear, were preparing to make ano 

er charge ; when, the Bruish oflTicers, finding it impossi 

to form, with sufficient rapidity, their shattered ranks, imn 

diately surrendered. Much however, remained to be acco 

plished. The Indians were not yet disturbed. They rema 

cd, unshaken, at their post. The tremendous voice of 1 

cumseh was distinctly heard, encouraging his warriors, w 

though beset on every side, fought with more obstinate co 

age than had, at any time, been witnessed in these peo[ 

But the gallantry of Johnson soon deprived them of their spi 

Rushing towards the spot where the faithful warriors dust 

ed around their chief, amidst the well-aimed bullets wh 

the conspicuous figure of the brave Kentuckian, from his u 

form and white horse, attracted as he approached, he was c 

covered by Tecumseh, when covered with wounds, and at I 
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tnomeut when liis hotse was about to sink, from the loss of 
Iblood. The chief, having discharged his riflle, sprang for? 
ward with his tomahawk ; but, amazed by the appearance of 
his antagonist, for a moment withheld his blow. The inter- 
val was fatal. Leveling a pistol at his breast, colonel Johnson 
instantly brought him to the ground, and the Indians, no longer 
Rearing the voice of their leader, soon afterwards dispersed. 

The British loss in this engagement was seventy killed and 
wounded, and six-hundred prisoners. The Americans lost, 
in killed and wounded, about fifty ; amongst the slain, was 
colonel Whitely, a ^oldier of the revolution ; who served, on 
that occasion, as a private. SJielby, the venerable governor 
of Kentucky, bore a distinguished part in the honours of the 
day. Though, in the struggle for independence, particularly 
on King*s Mountain, he had, already, entailed^a heavy debt 
of gratitude upon his country, he now, at an age approaching 
seventy, came forward to establish what he had aided in ac- 
quiring. 

The Indians left a hundred-and-twenty on the field : but 
the fall of Tecumseh was more weakening than the loss of 
half their nation. No longer attempting to renew the war, 
they were received by the Americans as allies.— Tecumseh 
was the most formidable chief that ever raised the tomahawk 
against the United States. Subtle, brave, eloquent, and liber- 
al ; of a dignified and commanding aspect ; a form, at once 
well proportioned and majestic ; he was fitted to gain the af- 
fections of his people, and lead them to the most desperate 
encounters. 

* Harrison now allowed the greater part of the volunteers to 
return home ; and, stationing general Cass at Detroit, with 
about a thousand men, proceeded, according to instructions, 
with the remainder of his force, to join the army of the cen- 
tre, at BulTaloe. 

To make a serious impression on Canada, if not a total con- 
quest of the province, was, again, a favourite object with the 
American government. Recent victory had increased tlie 
confidence of the administration, and revived the martial 
spirit of the people. A larger force, than at any former 
period, was collected along the northern fricmtier. At the 
head of the war ofiice, was placed general Armstrong ; a man 
of acknowledged energy and talents ; naturally inclined to 
military study ; and, by a long residence in Europe, skilled in 
all the modem improvements in that arduous department. 
Dearborne was succeeded by general Wilkinson, from the 
southern district ; an officer supposed to possess more exten- 
sive military science than any other in the United States : aod 

21 
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general Wade Hampton, from the same quarter, dintinguish 
cd« as well as Wilkinson, amongst the revolutionary soidien 
was also summoned to aid in the intended enterprise. Thi 
troops collected under the former, on the Niagara frontier 
amounted to cigiit -thousand regulars ; independent of thosi 
shortly expected under Harrison. The latter assembled ai 
Plititshur^Mi ; numbering four-thousand men ; and, makings 
total siij)crior to any mustered since the beginning of the wai 
The Americans had the command of the water conimunica* 
ticn : I'ort (xcorgi; and the neighbouring shores were in theii 
posbcssion. Cicncral Armsirong iiimself, with more solici- 
tudt', however, than prudence, visited tb.e army, lo deliver in- 
structions for the campaign : and the ablest officers that the 
Union could aironl ; buch as Brown, Scott, and Macomb j 
Boyd, Poller, a-jd l'(iisyihc; accompanied the expedition. 

^Ijjn'ixal v.as f!. siincd to be the first object of attack. The 
chief |.»Iace f^^' jV'd».zvous was Grenadier's Island ; half way 
between Sucktt's Harbour and Kingston: whence, itwasap' 
])oinlcd tliat lie army should embark, and proceed down the 
St. Lawicnce to a convenient place for landing. A brilliant 
rciicoii'Ucr, which occurred on the 21st of November, between 
an American regiment, under colonel Ripley, and a superior 
number of the enemy, at Chrystler's field, gave a happy 
specimen of bravery and skill, and promised a glorious con- 
summation of the army's hope ; but, a letter received by 
the comnr.\nilcr-in-chief, from general Hampton, declar- 
ing the imjiracticability of his co-operating in the original 
design, stopped any further prosecution of the camp>aigD. 
The army then retired into winter-quarters at Frenchtown 
Mills. 

Opinion was much divided as to the causes of this failure, 
as well as to the parly that sliould bear the. blame. The dis- 
satisfaction was in proportion to the flattering anticipation of 
success : and even the government were not without a share 
of the univcL-iial censure ; for having associated two officers, 
Wilkinson and Hampton, between whom there had previous- 
ly existed a well-known spirit of hostility. 

But i!ic ii^.ju'y suffered by the United States did not end 
merely in disai>j)ointnient. Failing in the extension of their 
conquests, they wore deprived of their former acquirements 
on the Canadian shore. Fort George was shortly afterwards 
abandoned. Before tiie middle of December, the force under 
::;encral iN^Chirc, to wliom, the charge of that fortress had 
been given, being reduced, by the departure of the militia, on 
the expiration of their term of service, to a number insufii- 
cient for its defence *, \\. w^s <i\^evi^.ted and blown up. His 
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retreat was preceded by an act which excited universal dis- 
satr faction throughout the United States, and caused severe 
ret^;ii dion by the enemy. Misconceiving his instructions, he 
lef^ he handsome village of Newark in flames : this kindled 
th( resentment of Sir George Prevost ; and, accordingly. Fort 
Ni.t.cara being surprised, owing to the negligence of captain 
Leonard, by a party of British soldiers, the garrison, nearly 
three-hundred in number, were, all, except about twenty, put 
to tne sword : and, immediately the invaders began to lay 
wa^te the adjoining frontier; burning Lewistown, Manches- 
ter, Youngstown, the Indian village of the Tuscaroras, and 
Biifl loe. 

In he mean time, commodore Chauncey had skirmished 
wit: the enemy's squadron ; capturing, by unremitting vigi- 
lanc and consummate abilities, several armed vessels, and 
fon 111'^ the remainder to keep within their harbour : but 
the iitconsiderable breadth of the passage which separates 
the tVontiers, in the neighbourhood of the several forts, al- 
lowed the British to cross over in their small boats, and, 
thereby, rendered his naval superiority, in that respect, un- 
availing. 
1814 ^^^® impolicy of carrying on offensive war, for the 
purpose of conqu<Ting a British province, was, every 
day, more apparent. Though the army had improved in dis- 
cipline, and individuals had acquired renown, the national as- 
pect was becoming, on the whole, more gloomy. Inexperi- 
ence in commissarial affairs promoted waste and disappoint- 
ment. At one time, the soldiers were furnished with exuber- 
ance . at another, they were destitute of sufficient food. 
Those comforts which preserve the health, and invigorate the 
spirits of an army, were generally wanting ; and, in the snowy 
regions of the north, the men, thus neglected, or madesubser*- 
vieni to individual avarice, suffered more by sicknesss than 
the sword. The expenditure was, thus, three times larger 
than the ministerial estimates ; and the consumption of the 
regular soldiers, greater than could be balanced by recruit- 
ing. Militia and volunteers could be assembled for national 
defence : but regulars, onlyj were suitable for offensive war ; 
and these came forward with reluctance, because the name of 
enlisted soldier was held in disrepute. No expedient, howev- 
er, was left untriedf to remove the prejudice, or act on the 
cupidity,, of the people. The pay was enlarged, immediate 
bounty offered in money, and future beneBt in lands. Sever- 
al millions of acres, were, for this purpose, surveyed in Illi- 
nois, and a large quantity in Missouri ; of which, a hun- 
dred-and-sixty were to be given to each private, and a pro* 
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portionate allowance to auborilinate ofBcer9,on the concluslc 
of the war. 

In the bei;innin); of the year, a British flag of truce arrivi 
at Annapolis, with despatches for the American governinen 
\ announcing thu expulsion of Napoleon's armies from Spai 

his signal defeat, about the same period, at Lcipsic, and, thi 
notwithstanding the rejection of the Russian mediation, tl 
prince regent of England was willing to enter on direct neg 
Ciations of peace. The president having frankly acceded to tl 
proposal, it was agreed, that commissioners should assemb 
at Ghent. Henry Clay, speaker of the house of rcprcsenl 
tivcs, and Jonathan Russel, were appointed, on the part of tl 
United States, to proceed to Europe ; and, with John Quim 
Adams, James A. Bayard, and Albert Gallatin, diplomath 
already there, to commence the pleasing business of cone 
iation. 

Mr. Clay had filled the arduous duties of his office wi 
conspicuous dignity and attention. His chair was, at hb d 
parture, assigned to Langdon CheveSf an eminent lawyer 
Carolina ; who, by his talents and uniform disintereatedne 
gained, in that exalted station, the universal esteem of i 
country. 

After the failure of the campaign against the British pro 
inces, the northern army remained in winter-quarters, wit 
out any material occurrence, until the latter end of Febmai 
General Wilkinson had suliuiittcd several plans of attack i 
the different posts in his vici.iiiy ; which, however, did n 
meet the concurrence of the secretary of war ; who dire'^c 
that the army should be withcii:\\vn from its position, to Platl 
burgh, and that general Brown should proceed witli two-tho 
aand men to Sackctt's Harbour, accompanied by a due pr 
portion of field and battering artillery. On the 1 3th 
March, general Wilkinson, at the hcadof about four-thousar 
men, recrossed the Canadian lines, tor the purpose of attacl 
ing La Colic's INIill ; a fortified stone-house, garrisoned \ 
about two-tho!isai\d, under major llandcock : but, after a pe 
severing assault, in vviiich, he suffered considerable loss, 1 
was obliged to relinquish the design. The unfortunate issi 
of this afiair, combined with the failure of the late campaig 
having brought Wilkinson into disrepute, the administr 
tion suspended him from command, and, in his place, aj 
pointed general Izard. Wilkinson, however, after a m 
nute investigation, was honourably acquitted of every charge 

Whilst M^Donough was employed in forming a navy c 
lake Champlain, the indefatigable Chauncey was ec^ually ii 
dustrious in keeping pace with the enemy's preparations o 
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lake Ontario. It was required, that every nerve should be 

f exerted, in this quarter. The British were building a ship, 
of no less magnitude than a hundred-and-twelve guns; and, 
as they had failed in contending with the American vessels 

j when afloat, they endeavoured, by formidable incursions, to 
destroy them on the stocks, as well as the naval stores, intend- 
ed for their equipment. The most daring attempt was made 
against Oswego. Here, colonel Mitchell commanded ; and, 
though, after a heavy bombardment, by a superior number of 
the enemy, unde'r general Drummond, he was compelled to 
evacuate the fort, yet, by his provident removal of the stores, 
and obstinate resistance, they gained only a barren victory^ 
with considerable loss of men. Their killed and wounded 
were at least two-hundred. The Americans were not tedious 
in following their example. On the 29th of May, a party, 
iinder major Apling and captain Woolsey, having entered 
Sandy Creek, carried off a hundred-and-thirty-seamen, to- 
gether with all the boats and cutters in the harbour; an 
enterprise severely felt by the British squadron ; as they 
lost thereby, many of their ablest ofHcers, and gave com- 
modore Cha'uncey, once more, the command of lake On- 
tario. ' " I 

The death of colonel Forsythe, one of the most distinguisb«- 
«d officers in the whole army, who, at this period, was killed 
in a skirmish with the enemy, was deeply lamented. But an 
tMcurrence of a different kind, «bout the same time, caused 
a much more serious impression on the public mind. An 
American officer, colonel Campbell, having crossed lake Erie 
with five-hundred men, and landed at Dover, a small Canadi- 
an village, destroyed -the mills, together with the greater part 
of the private dwellings ; a proceeding that underwent the in- 
vestigation of a military court : by which, it was determi- 
ned, that, although the destruction of the mills might be 
justified, by the usages of war, on account of their having 
:(Urnished the British troops with necessary supplies, the daiQ^ 
age inflicted on the dwellings could not pass without their diis- 
approbation. 

The eastern slates did not escape, entirely, from the evils 
attending this extensive warfare. The aversion to hostilit^s 
entertained by the majority in New England, nor the partial 
4ty which it was supposed they felt for the British, in compdr- 
iton with the French government, was not sufficient to protect 
their coasts, throughout the war, from the ravages of the lEta- 
glish navy. Say Brook and Brockway^s Ferry, 'Wai^bani 
and Scituate, had, in the beginnbg of April, to lament ttb 
entire destructioo of their shipping. A part of the diiiliclcil$ 
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Maine, lying between Penobscot river and Passamaquoddf} 
as well as all the islands on the eastern side of the bay, were, 
soon afterwards, completely over-run by the invaders. They 
declared this secdon to be a portion of the British empire, 
and induced two-thirds of the people to swear allegiance to 
the crown of England. Very different, however, was their 
reception at Stonington. Its destruction was prevented by the 
gallantry of its inhabitants; and victory, considered by the 
enemy as certain, thus changed, into the mortification of 
defeat. 

The American navy continued to be an interesting subject 
of attention. Commodore Porter, although constrained to yield 
the Essex at Valparaiso, suffered no loss of reputation. His 
services, before entering the Pacific Ocean, and his glorious 
cruise in that distant quarter, where twelve armed ships, car- 
rying above a hundred guns, had been taken from the enemy, 
could not be erased by his yielding to a superior squadron, whilst 
jipparently protected by the usages of aneutral port^ Nor,iscoin* 
modoreDecatur the lessenthicd to national esteem, though, in the 
following year, the chance of war placed him in contact with anoth- 
er squadron, which, anxious to revive the drooping laurels of the 
British flag, had roused his indignation by transferring the fruits 
of their combined manoeuvres to a single frigate. The confi- 
dence in these distinguished officers underwent not the small- 
est diminution : the American navy maintained, in every ac- 
tion, the same superiority by which its glory was acquired. 
The sloop of war, Pcticock, by the capture of the brig Eper* 
vier, impressed the name of Warrington on the public mind; 
and a vessel of the former class, the Wasp, (lately built,^ 
which compelled the surrender, in different actions, of the 
Reindeer and Avon brigs, caused yet stronger feelings of re- 
spect for the memory of JMakely. His memory is all that 
his fellow citizens can now conteniplale. The Atlanta a ves- 
sel of eight guns, taken off Madcria, was the last trophy pre- 
sented by that officer. The Wasp never returned to the 
United States : no information of her fate has been received, 
and all hopes of her arrival have, long since, disappeared. 
This was a severe affliction. But, if a continuation of success 
could, in any manner, diminish the regret for the loss of so 
many valuable lives, the United States, in the ensuing spring, 
received no small degree of consolation. The Hornet aloop of 
of war, commanded by captain Biddle, captured the English 
national brig, Pengum ; and the Constitution, under captain 
Stewart, overcame the united forces of the Cyane and the Le- 
vant ; the latter carrying eighteen guns ; the former, thirty- 
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On the northern frontier, the army not only retained its accus- 
tomed spirit, but emulated the high character of the navy, by 
its improvement in discipline. The battle of Chippeway, in 
which, on the 4th of July, the British commander, Riall, re- 
treated before general Brown, was an achievement happily 
gained on the anniversary of American independence ; and Ni- 
agara soon afterwards witnessed, that, although general Drum- 
mond, the superior of the vanquished leader, had determined 
to retrieve the misfortune of his arms, the victorio>is officer 
was able to heighten the brilliant character of himself and his 
companions, by a second conquest. Chippeway is remarka- 
ble in the annals of America : but the battle of Niagara may 
justly be placed in the foremost rank of all the anterior en- 
gagements of the war. The obstinacy displayed by the Brit- 
ish soldiers, enhanced the merits of their enemy, but did not 
prevent general Riall, nor even the aid-de-camp of general 
Drummond, from gracing the triumph of the victors. — In 
these actions, generals Scott, Ripley, and Porter, conducted 
their several divisions in the brave and able manner insured by 
their previous conduct : colonel Miller, with majors Hindman 
and Je^sup, Leavenworth and McNeil, though of inferior sta- 
tions, were not less energetic in their duty ; and captain 
Towson evinced the same precision in tlie management of 
his artillery, that, since the beginning of the contest, had ren- 
dered tiis name a familiar topic of applause.-^A party of the 
enemy who had crossed the Niagara with the design of re- 
capturing general Riall, were repulsed by the firmness of ma- 
jor Morgan ; and a much more formidable attack on Fort 
Erie, (retaken by the Americans,) in which the whole ener- 
gies of the British officers were exerted, was repelled by the 
good conduct of ihe army under the prudent superintendence 
of general Gaines. 

But these conspicuous proofs of advancement in military 
knowledge, did not enable the Americans to enlarge the 
boundaries of their conquests, nor even to retain a footing 
on the Canadian side. The weather growing cold, and 
the season of inaction fast approaching, it was thought 
.expedient to transport the whole army into the United 
States; thus, terminating the third invasion of that British 
province. 

Early in June, intelligence having arrived of the complete^ 
success of the allied powers in Europe, and the consequent 
dethronement of Napoleon, most serious apprehen»ons were 
entertained from the exertions of Great Britain, now directed 
against' a single point. It was naturally supposed, that some 
place in the southern portion of the Union would te^AfB^^Mtf^ 
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licst effects of her concentrated force. This conjecture Vfv 
soon realized. Twenty-one sail of the Ime, under admiral 
Cochrane, arrived in the Chesapeake, on the 16tb of August, 
Another fleet from Bermuda, followed, under the command 
of admiral Malcolm. Accompanying these, were serend 
thousand land troops, the flower of lord Wellington's army, 
under one of his most active ofiicers, general JElosa. De* 
apatching to the Potomac two frigates, together with somo 
rocket and bomb vessels, in charge of captain Gordon, for the 
purpose of demolishing Fort Washington ; and a strong £• 
vision of his fleet, with Sir Peter Parker, to threaten Balti* 
more ; admiral C^ochrane sailed with the main body up 
the Patuxent. ' The troops were landed at Benedict, andj 
on the 31st of August, marched to Nottingham. Thence, 
they pursued their rout to Upper Marlborough ; where, 
they arrived at two o'clock in the afternoon of the fol- 
lowing day. To this place, eighteen miles from Washingtoi^ 
commodore Barney, after a long continuance of gallant service 
m these waters, having retreated, some time before, he now, 
on the approach of his formidable antagonist, retired, to join 
the American army in his rear ; leaving a party of marines ; 
who, agreeably with his orders, accomplished the destruction 
ef his flotilla. 

General Ross had debarked thirty-fivc-hundred mien. The 
army destined to oppose him, was confided to geneml Wiuf 
fler ; who had been recently exchanged. It amounted, to fif- 
teen-thousand ; of which number, about one half were 
actually assembled, or approaching. Five-hundred of these 
were in'aiury of the line ; a hundred-and-fifty, regular dnu 
goons : six-hundred were seamen and marines ; and the remaiQ- 
der, militia, of the states of Virginia, Maryland, and the de* 
strict of Columbia. 

Whilst the enemy were advancing, general Winder w^s 
collecting his forces at the Wood Yard, fourteen miles from 
Washington ; falling back, when he had reached Upper 
Marlborough, to a place called the Old Fields: where, he en- 
camped. At noon, on the ensuing day, he detached colonel 
Stott of the United States* thirty-sixth regiment, major Pe- 
ter of the Georgetown artillery, and captains DavidacHi an4 
•Stull, with their several corps, to reconnoitre the enemy, an4 
impede them on their march. About six miles from the 
American camp, they perceived the head of the British col- 
umn, moving directly for the capital. A slight skirmish en- 
sued, and the party returned to the main body. The enem;r 
Midvaoccd; and, in the evening, halted witliin three miles of 
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ji:eneral Winder. The general again changed his position 
To avoid ^ battle in the night, which would deprive him of 
! his great superioiiiy in cannon, (having above twenty pieces, 
I and the British no more than three,) he marched, about sun- 
! set, into Washington, and encamped near thct bridge above 
the navy -yard. The enemy were seen from Bladensburg 
^ about noon on the 24th. General Stansbury had arrived there 
fi- on the 22nd, with thirteen-hundred men from Baltimore ; fol- 
lowed by colonel Sterrett with three-hundred artillery, com- 
manded by captains Myers and Magruder, and a light battal- 
ion of riflemen, under major Pinkney : the whole, nearly ex- 
hausted, from the heat of the weather, and an insufficient sup- 
ply of provisions ; during a tantalizing march ; in which, at 
one time, they were obliged to halt for orders, and at anoth- 
er, urged on with the greatest possible rapidity. General 
Stansbury took a position on the west side of the eastern 
branch of the Potomac,; being on the north of the turn-pike- 
road which leads through Bladensburg to Washington. Be- 
tween his infantry and the bridge, he stationed his artillery 
and riflemen ; with which advanced party, the action now 
commenced. In the mean time, general Winder had arriv- 
ed, and sanctioned the arrangement : then, riding back about 
half a mile from the biidge, he met his main body approach- 
ing, under general Smith cf the Columbidi militia. It was 
now too lately ■• to make such a ' disposition of the whole, as 
might have been the most advantageous. Without halting 
more than twenty minutes after coming in full view of the 
American front line, the enemy moved in column at a quick 
pace, through Bladensburg, to the bridge. Their van, led 
by colonel Thornton, were, for a moment, checked ; but, en- 
couraged by their officers, they proceeded firmly to the 
charge, and forced their passage. Genera] Ross, accompa- 
nied by admiral Cockburn, crossed with the main body ; and, 
meeting no impediment, except from major Peter's artillery, 
continued steadily along the road. The Baltimore artillerists 
and riflemen, who formed the front line, broke, and retreat- 
ed ; when, pressing on Stansbury's infantry, who formed the 
second, they caused them to participate in the confusion, and, 
with the former, to abandon the scene of action. Peter's 
guns continued to assail the invadei*s with a destructive fire : 
but they pushed forward undismayed. Smith'? brigade were 
now on the point of engaging, when general Winder or« 
dered a retreat. This was made in as correct a manner as 
the ground would permit. After falling back a few hundred 
yards, they were perfectly formed, and ready to oppose the 
enemy ; but were again directed to retire. Immediatelj be-* 
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fore this, commodore Barney, with his flotilla men, arrived ; 
also captain Miller, with the marines. The commodore 
opened a most dcsinictivc 6re upon llieir front ; whilst Mil- 
ler enfiladed their left Hank. The first discharge from one of 
Barney's eij^htccn pounders, made extensive havoc, and lite- 
rally cut an avenue throujjh their column. They deliberated, 
for a moment, and then tried to deploy upon Miller's divis- 
ion. But they could not accomplish their design. They re- 
ceived so copious a discharge from his twelve pounders, 
doubly loaded with cannister shot, and from his musketry, at 
the same time, that their leading platoons were thrown into 
confusion, and fell back upon the advancing column. At I 
this moment, the enemy might be regarded as defeated. | 
They would, probably, have surrendered, had the commo- t 
dove's left been covered by a few resolute infantry ; or, by as I 
many marines as were oii the right, commanded by such an I 
officer as himself, or by another Miller. But this protection 1. 
not being afforded, the opportunity was lost : general Ross 
succeeded in manoeuvres, which, in that case, he would not 
even have attempted. His left pushed forward up the hill, 
in front of Bcall's Maryland militia ; who fled, without making 
the least resistance ; the marines were charged in from, and 
simultaneously, on their flanks, by a division three times their 
number. Their commander was wounded, and, resigning 
them to captain Sevier, ordered them to retire. Barney's 
corps continued to make dreadful havoc until nearly sur- 
rounded, and the British had even seized on their pieces: 
but, unable to effect any thing more, in that place, they 
joined the marines in their retreat. The commodore now 
lay bleeding on the ground, and, with captain Miller, fell into 
the hands of the entmy ; botli receiving from them, in con- 
sideration of their distuiguislied gallantry, every encomium and 
attention. 

The marines and flotilla corps had expected to find, within 
a short distance, the army rallied and posted for a second con- 
test. But, by general Winder's order, they had left the field. 
Mr. Madison, general Armstrong, colonel Monroe, and the 
other chief oHicers of the government, were present on the 
commencement of the battle ; but, in its progress they judg- 
ed prudent to retire. Tliey intimated to general Winder the 
possibility of still defending the city ; to which suggestion, he 
replied, that his army was dispersed, and broken down by fa- 
tigue. Thus, the fate of Washington was decided. Genera] 
Ross, with a thousand men, slowly approached the city ; 
where he arrived at eight o'clock in the evening ; his horse 
being shot under him, by some imprudent person who fired 
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[ from a window. The rear came up afterwards, and encamp- 
ed within sight of the capital. The invaders then proceeded 
; to burn this fine building ; containing the senate- chamber and 
[ representative-hall, supreme court-room, congressional libra* 
I ry, and public records. The treasuiy, war, and navy offic- 
es, shared in the conflagration. Every public building, ex- 
i cept the general post office, containing the models of ingeni- 
. ous patented inventions in the arts, was subjected to the same 
Vandalic torch ; in retaliation, it was declared, for the burn- 
ing of York and other places, in Canada. Immense damage 
was sustained, also, from the burning of the stores at the na- 
vy-yard, by American orders ; to prevent their falling into the 
hands of the enemy. 

General Ross remained in Washington until eight o'-clock 
on the evening of the 25th. He then began his return over 
the same road by which he had advanced. His army retired in 
great disorder. It did not reach Bladensburgh until the af- 
ternoon of the 26th, distant only five miles; nor Benedict un- 
til the evening of the 27th. It was in detachments ; march- 
ed by different routes ; was, separated by intervals of many 
miles, and preceded by a drove of sixty or seventy head of 
cattle. No impediment, however, except by the country- 
people, was offered to this straggling enemy : though it can 
hardly be doubted, that half the American troops, who were 
overcome by them at Bladensburg, might, if resolutely 
commanded, have retrieved their lost honour, in a vigor- 
ous pursuit. Several officers of rank, and about a hun- 
dred-and-fifty non-commissioned officers and privates of the 
British army, whose woonds v^ould not permit their re- 
moval, were left behind. Their loss, altogether, was very 
great. Four-hundred were killed and wounded, besides 
five hundred more who were made prisoners, or deserted. 
This indicated, not so much a victory as a defeat. The 
report from the vanquished army was the reverse : twelve 
killed, and about thirty wounded. It is only just, however, 
to mention, that a court of inquiry, held in Baltimore, in- 
vestigated the conduct of general Winder, and exonerated 
him from the charges which had been made of insufficient 
alacrity. 

Captain Gordon was, in the mean time, ascending the Po- 
tomac. On the 27th of August, two days after the evacua- 
ation of the capital by general Ross, he approached Fort 
Washington, situated on the east side of the river, about six 
miles below Alexandria: when, having commenced a distant 
file, the officer entrusted with its defence, blew it up, m ac- 
cordance with his instructions; and, without returning a single 
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shot, rclrcatcil \^llh bis garrison. The ronscriiicncc of ll.i- 
procccdinR wns the capture of the trwn. One hour only 
li was allowed to the corporation to reply to the terms dlctatct 

by the Knglish squadron. AH public and private scores were 
accordingly surrendered : the vessels in the harbour, full] 
equipped by tl cir respective owneis; those sunk for i*s fccii 
vity. raised, and placed in sailing order ; were delivered ; am 
the merchandiKe, df every description, ircluding that removes 
since the I9th d?y of the month, embarked, by the inhabi 
fants, on board the surrendered ships. Sixteen-thcusand bar 
rels of fiour, one-thousand bnp^sheads of tobacco, besides i 
large amount of wine, sugar, and cotton, were thus lost t 
Alexandria. 

The same good fortune did not attend captain Parkei 
Having landed with two-hundred-and fifty marines, in th 
ncighbourhoood of Moor's Fields, on the eastern shore ( 
Maryland, he was opposed by colonel Reid with a hundrei 
and-seventy militia, supported by two pieces of artillery : h 
whom, after an obstinate contest, which lasted for an hou 
he was repulsed: h'mself I eing mortally wounded, and tliii 
teen of his pr.rty left dead upon the field. 

There was only one opin'.on respecting the next Rrand ol 
iect of attack. All anxiously awaited the fate of Baltimor 
The un"aried hostile sentiments evinced trwards the Britif 
government, by its inhabitants ; the arrangements of the ii 
vading enemy ; their recent victory at Bladensburg, ar 
easy acquisition of the capital ; induced most solicitous ei 
deavours for its defence. Nor were the citizens, of Ball 
more, alone, affected by its dangerous situation. Philadc 
phia was moved by scarcely less fearful anticipations ; ai 
New York, still further distant from the interesting seen 
was equally industrious in guarding against an assault \ 
Tand. 

Large bodies of militia, from Pennsylvania and Virgini 
and the interior of Maryland, assembled in Baltimore. Cor 
modore Rodgers, with his marines, took charge of the prim 
pal batteries on the high ground, situated on the eastern si( 
of the town ; the only point through which it was assailable 1 
land : where, a ditch was hastily thrown up, and guarded I 
at least ten-thousand men. One division of this force w 
confided to general Winder ; another, to general Stricke: 
and the whole were under the command of general Samu 
Smith. The approach to the city, by water, was defended 1 
Fort M'llenry, (two miles from Baltimore,) garrisoned I 
one-thousand men, under major Armistead ; by large vesse 
sunk in the opposite channel ; besides two temporary work 
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In the rear, superintended by lieutenants Newcomb and Web- 
f «ter. 

'- On the 11th of September, admiral Cochrane appeared at 
? the mouth of the Patapsco, with a fleet, of ships of war and 
I transports, amounting to fifty sail. The next morning atsev- 
1 en o'clock, general Ross, having landed five-thousand troops 
near North Point, about eight miles from the city, immediate- 
9 ly marched forward. General Strieker, who had been sent 
out to impede his progress, with a brigade of three*thousand, 
> commenced a vigorous series of skirmishing. The firing 
had not continued long before the British general was killed. 
The command devolved on colonel Brooke ; who pushed to- 
wards the city, whilst the Americans gradually retired, until 
the evening ; when, they rested within half a mile of their in- 
trenchments. The enemy suffered heavily. Their loss in 
killed and wounded, was at least three-hundered. The 
American loss was comparatively small : about a hundred- 
and-sixty. On the following morning, the British were seen 
at a distance of only two miles in front of the lines ; and, 
shortly afterwards, they moved towards the right, as if desi- 
rous of entering by the York and Hartford roads : in which in- 
tention, having been frustrated by skilful manoeuvres, they 
advanced within one mile, apparently with a design of assault- 
ing the works, in front. 

In the mean time. Fort M^Henry was furiously assailed. 
At sun-rise, the British admiral, having brought sixteen ships 
within two miles and a half of tliis important defence, began 
the assault with five bomb vessels, still further in advance. 
At this time, the fort remained entirely silent. The enemy 
were not within the range of the American |;uns. But, when 
they moved yet nearer, major Armistead opened a tremen- 
dous fire, which compelled them to resume their former po- 
sition. When it became dark, they attempted to land some 
troops, by ascending the river towards Spring Garden : but^ 
though they had passed the outer works, unnoticed, they were 
discovered by the smaller fons in the rear, and obliged t« 
withdraw ; after losing one of their barges, with all that were 
on board. 

When colonel Brooke's movements showed a design of 
forcing the intrenchments, general Smith prudently stationed 
Winder and Strieker on the left, to assail the enemy on their 
right, and on their rear, if they seriously attempted the as- 
sault. This, perhaps, changed the intention of the British 
land troops : the admirable defence made by Fort M'Henry 
caused them to await the issue of the bombardment, and, at 
the same time, determined the marine to decline the con- 
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test. The capture of Baltimore was totally abandone 
the course of the night, Admiral Cochrane held a « 
cnce with colonel Brooke, the land forces retreated ti 
their boats, and, the next morning, returned on boan 

ships. 

High praise is due to the defenders of Baltimore, p 
larly to those stationed at the fort.' A bombardment, th 
ring twenty-five hours, had expended fifteen-hundred si 
large portion of which burst over their heads, and a 
number within the works, scattering fragments in evei^ 
tion, and seriously damaging several of the buildings, d< 
ed considerable firmness ; though the personal injury, t 
led being only four, and the wounded twenty, was lea 
might have been imagined from its magnitude.* 

Bui it required the brilliant victory on lake Chai 
and the equally splendid defence of Plattsburg, to remc 
unfavourable impressions made on the negotiations i 
rope, by the unfortunate surrender of the capital. Ci 
dorc M^Donough, by his defeat of the British squadron 
captain Downie ; and general Macomb, in the repulse 
army under Sir George Prevost ; (two achievements 
occurred simultaneously, and at the same place, on th 
of September ;) have gained imperishable honour to 
selves and their brave companions. The American 
ron consisted of fourteen vessels, carrying ei^^hty-siii 
and eight- hundred-and-twenty-six men ; the British of 
teen vessels with ninety-five guns and one-thousand-ai 
men. Of these, one frigate, one brig, and two sloops 
captured, some were sunk and others escaped ; ei^hty-foi 
were killed, one hundred-and-ten wounded, and eight hi 
and fifiy-six made prisoners. 

General Prevost, with twelve-thousand men, endeai 
to cross the river Saranac in three several places, and 
the forts at Piattsburgh, defended by an inconsiderable 
principally militia ; but was repulsed in every attempt. 
Bfiiish army lost in killed and wounded, and by desertion] 
two thousand; the American a hundred -and-twenty -one 

It might rationally have been supposed, that the wan 
before this period, have ceased. Sufficient evidenc 
been offered to the enemy, that no serious impression 
be made on the United States. The pacification of £ 



Admiral Cochrane is an uncle of the gallant patriot, lord 
Tsne, a distin^ished naval officer ; and brother of the eaii of ] 
— M, a scientific nobleman of Scotland. 
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had withdrawn the immediate causes of dispute, and the 
■ American commissioners had been directed to allow the sub- 
i: ject of impressment to remain unsettled. But the English 
i government were not equally desirous of peace. They pro- 
s posed, as an essential requisite of this great blessing, a most 
insultpg relinquishment ;— no less than a surrender of a large 
1} portion of territory, and the total abandonment of the coast 
i along the lakes. « 

i Early in September, it became known, that the enemy 
i\ were prepainng to make a formidable invasion of Louisiana. 
f Governor Claiborne ordered the two divisions of the militia 
^ of that state ; the first, under general Villere, and the se- 
f cond under general Thomas ; to hold themselves in readi- 
t ness to march at a moment's warning : and sent forth an an- 
imating address, calling on the inhabitants to rise, in one 
i body, for the defence of their families and homes. But the 
f majority of the planters, there, at least of French extrac- 
tion, had felt little interest in the existing war: the mili- 
'^ tia, therefore, were scarcely organized, instead of being dis- 
ciplined and armed. Nothing short of actual invasion could 
rouse them, in the country. In the city, the case was differ- 
ent. Every man^ that could carry arms, had, in New Or- 
leans, become a soldier. The free people of colour, too, a 
numerous class, were allowed the privilege to form volun- 
teer companies, and join their white brethren in the momen- 
tous duty of protection. 

But the chief safety of the inhabitants was in the nature of 
their country. It was exceedingly difficult of access, by sea. 
In front, was a shallow coast; and the principal entrancei 
a river; which, after crossing the bar, is narrow, deep, 
and rapid, and of a course so winding, as to render it easi- 
ly susceptible of being fortified. On the west, are impassa- 
ble swamps ; and, on the east, the low, marshy coast, can be 
approached only through a shallow lake. Gun-boats, the 
most appropriate means of annoyance, had, notwithstanding, 
been neglected. As regarded men, arms, and military 
works, Louisiana was in a most defenceless situation : the 
legislature had been convened ; but, instead of actively 
providing for the public safety, their time was wasted Id ^s- 
cussion. 

When danger suddenly approaches, the energetic mind of 
an individual may be of greater value than the combined wis- 
dom of a senate. The formalities of law are ill suited to ex- 
pel an enemy, when at our very doors. Happily for New 
OrleanS) the commander of the district, general Jackson, ar- 
rived therei on the 3nd of Decemberi from Mobile"^ to which 
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place, he had retnrned, after performing an important fnilitarf 
service at Pensacola, and, at an earlier period of the war, ren- 
dering himself conspicuous, by the almost total annihilation of 
the Creek Indians. His presence was instantly felt^ in the 
confidence which it inspired, and in the unanimity with wbicb 
the people seconded his prompt arrangements. He visited, 
according to his invariable custom, every point where it might 
be necessary to erect worlds to oppose the enemy. He di- 
rected that ail the inlets from the Attakappas to the Man* 
chack, should be obstructed ; that the banks of the Misussip- 
pi should be fortified, and a battery erected on the Chef Mod- 
teur. About a thousand regulars were stationed in the city ; 
which troops, together with the Tennessee militia, under gen- 
arals Coffee and Carroll, were distributed to the most vulner- 
eble points. 

Three days had not elapsed, after tlie arrival of genera! 
Jackson, when intelligence was received, that the British fleet, 
consisting of at least sixty sail, was off the coast, to the east 
of the Misussippi. Commodore Patterson immediately de- 
spatched some ^ gun-boats to watch their motions ; but, on 
the 14th his little squadron was captured by a superior 
force ; not, however, without making a spirited reostance. 
This misfortune enabled the entmy to choose their place 
of landing, and, at the same time, prevented the Ameri- 
cans from gaining information, fiut the general neglected 
no means of guarding the several land-passes. Troops 
were stationed below the town, at every place where an 
entry was considered practicable ; and, to cause the utmost 
vigour in every department, martial law was immediately 
proclaimed. 

All the principal bayous or inlets, communicating with lake 
Ponchartrain, as well as the narrow strip of land on the bor- 
der of the Mississippi, had been secured. There was, how- 
ever, a communication with lake Borgne, called the Bayou 
Bienvenu, little known, and used only by fishermen, its head 
near the plantation of general Villere, seven miles holow the 
city. Guided by some traitors, the enemy, on the 2 2d, came 
suddenly on the American guard, through that secret pas- 
sage, and made them prisoners ; one of their divisions, un- 
der general Keane, at four o'clock in the morning, reached 
the commencement of Vi Here's canal, having disembarked 
and rested a few hours, proceeded through the cane-brake, 
and, at two in the afternoon, arrived on the bank of the river. 
The alarm being given, general Jackson resolved immediate* 
ly to attack him. In four hours, the American corps were 
united on Rodrigues' canal, six miles below the city. The 
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Yfhole did not then exceed two-thousand. The British force) 
at this time, amounted to three-thousand ; but, convinced that 
the most arduous part of the enterprise was achieved, in- 
stead of marching directly towards the city, they had en- 
camped, and were preparing their evening repast. They 
were very soon made sensible of their error. Never were 
any troops more suddenly disturbed. The first intimation of 
the Americans' approach, was a raking broad&dde from com- 
modore Patterson's schooner, the Caroline ; the fires ena^ 
bling him to take deliberate aim. Coffee's division impet- 
uously rushed upon their right, whilst Jackson's, with equal 
rapidity, advanced against their front. Though surprised^ 
«tnd several hundreds killed and wounded, they were not yet 
defeated : extinguishing their fires, and quickly forming, 
they came boldly forward into action. The fighting, howev- 
er, soon afterwards ceased. A thick fog having produced 
some confusion on the American troops, Jackson prudently 
called them off, lay on the field until the morning, atid 
then took a position on the other side of the canal. His 
toss was twenty-four killed and about two-hundred wounded 
and prisoners : that of the British, estimated, in all, at four- 
hundred. 

The American general lost no time in fortifying his post* 
This was effected by a simple breast-work, from the river to 
the swamp, with a ditch in front ; cotton bales, of a square 
form, being used, as the cheeks of the embrasures. Mean- 
while, the enemy having blown up the Caroline, which was 
previously abandoned by her crew, their commander-in-chiei^ 
Sir Edward Packenham, landed the main body of his army ; 
on the 38th, advanced up the levee, with the intention of 
driving Jackson from his intrenchments, and, at the distance 
of half a mile, began the attack on the unfinished workai 
with Con^;reve rockets and a heavy cannonade. But they 
were a second time repulsed. A fresh American schooner 
having been brought up, caused great havoc amongst 
their columns: the fire from the batteries was not less 
destructive ; and, after an obstinate struggle of seven hours^ 
the British general retired. The Americans at this time) 
liBst fifteen in killed and wounded ; the enemy» considerably 
more. 
IS 15 On the 1st of January^ the invaders made another 
attempt to finrce general Jackson's fortifications. 
They had, in the nighti erected a contiguous batteryi a^j^ 
early in the morning, opened a brisk caiuMMiade ; making) at 
th^ same time) two bold efforu to turn the left wing s Imt 

♦2i* 
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they were a third time repulsed, with the lost of about se 

men. 

On the 4th, general Jackson received an increase of t^ 
five-hundred militia, from Kentucky, under generals Tl 
and Adair ; and on the 6th, the Bridsh were re-eiifbrc< 
(lie arrival of general Lambert. Their whole numbe 
now fourtcen-thousand. General Jackson commanded 
»ix thousand. An interesting moment was approaching 
rious preparations were commenced, for storming the l 
ican works, now strengthened by additional batteries, 8 
additional small arms. The lines, on the right bank, 
intrusted lo general Morgan ; with the Louisiana, and d 
mcnts of New Orleans and Kentucky, ' militia. The 
on the left aide, covering the main body, were occupi 
general Jackson himself; with the Tennessee forces, 
generals Coffee and Carroll ; also, a part of the Kei 
and New Orleans militia ; the seventh and forty-fouit! 
iments of United States' infantry ; with corps of 
sailors and marines. Here, the intrenchments extended 
a thousand yards, between the river and the swamp : stri 
cned, on the flanks, by batteries ; and, in from, by a wet 
having about four feet depth of water. 

Early in the morning of the 8th of January, the Biitii 
umns moved (br\vard, at the same time, against the rig 
left of the American batteries. They approached with 
termined countenance, with their muskets shouldered, a 
panied by detachments carrying fascines and ladders, 
fbrmer were designed to fill up the ditches in fronts an 
the latter they intended to mount the ramparts. The i 
ican artillery opened a tremendous fire upon them, \ 
distance of nine-hundred yards, and mowed them dowi 
terrible slaughter. But they still moved on with a firm 
invariably supplying the place of the fallen, with fresh t 
At length, they came within reach of the American i 
arms. The whole of Jackson's line was now envcloj 
flames. The cannon thundered from every battery : t 
flea were leveled with deadly aim ; grape-shot and 
were scattered as thick as hail-stones, over the plain. 
. enemy's columns faltered, but were, in a moment, pj 
forward by their officers. But all their efforts succ« 
oply in leading their veteran soldiers to destruction 
men shrunk from a contest in which they saw nothin| 
immediate slaughter. The columns broke, and reti 
in confusion. A few pushed boldly forward ; dropping 
Iheir men in the desperate adventui^. Some of the hea 
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toons, led by colonel Renee^ leaped the ditch, and clambered 
up the rampart : but, scarcely had they reached the parapet, 
and raised a shout, when the whole, with a single exception, 
were brought down, and their dead bodies tumbled into the 
ditch. The repulse was now universal. A second effort 
was notwithstanding tried. ~ CoUectmg all their courage, and 
animated by rage and disappointment, they made another fu- 
rious assault. But it was with ^he same unfortunate result : 
every exertion to bring them to the intrenchments was in- 
effectual. 

On the right bank, however, the enemy had gained the 
advantage. By some unaccountable misconduct of the 
troops, who had, on ojher occasions, displayed great intrepid- 
ity, a detachment, conducted across the river in boats, by col- 
onel Thornton, obtained possession of the batteries. But, as 
soon as the fate qf his companions, on the left bank, was as- 
certained, the conquest was abandoned. 

The loss of the British army, on this memorable day, was 
seven-hundred killed, fourteen hundred wounded, and five- 
hundred captured. That of the Americans, on the left bank 
of the Mississippi, was no more than six killed, and nine 
wounded : on both banks, it was thirteen killed, thirty-nine 
wounded, and nineteen missing. The invaders had to re- 
gret the death of many experienced and gallant officers. 
General Packenham, a brother-in-law of lord Wellington, 
fell early in the engagement. Generals Keane and Gibbs, 
who, as well as the former, had distinguished themselves 
against the French in Spain, were dangerously wounded. 
Keane survived only a few days ; the command having> in 
the interim, devolved on general Lambert. 



CHAPTER Xir. 

PBAOB OF OHEHT. 

Banks, The Army and JVatry, . 

Tliti splendid prcaicryation of New Orleans it* the' Hist 
tiiiliiary subject, material 1br*u9 to notice. The defeat of the 
British before Plattsburgh huving given » new turn to t&e 
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negotiation, a treaty of peace was signed at Ghent on the 34tb 
of December, (in the preceding year,) ratified by the prince 
regent of England on the 38th, and by the president of the 
United States, with the approbation of the senate, cm the Uit 
day of February. Both nations agreed to appoint commis* 
sioners to settle disputed boundaries, and pledged themselTCs 
to use their utmost endeavours towards the entire aboliuon d 
the slave trade. No allusion is made to the causes of the war. 
Security against their recurrence, rests, however, on a much 
firmer basis than the provisions of the most solemn treaty. 
Britain has been taught to appreciate the strength of the re- 
public. She will read, in the history of the late struggle, the 
most convincing arguments against the invasion of neutral 
rights. 

Hostilities had continued two years and eight months ; but, 
for the purpose of distinction, the contest will be known as 
tlie Three Years' War. It increased the public debt a hun- 
hred-millions of dollars, and made the whole arrears about a 
liundred-and-fifty-millions ; a sum that can, in a few years, be 
absorbed, by the ordinary revenue, and, even if allowed to re- 
main unextinquishcd, will tend rather to give stability, than 
weakness, to ihe Union. But the germe of a lasting evil 
was created, in the nearly universal failure of the banks. 
So largely, had these speculated in the national funds, (ex- 
repting the banks in the eastern states, which were restrain- 
ed by prudence, and aversion to the war,) that, in the autumn 
of 1814, not a single institution, in any of the sea-ports, south 
of Boston, could redeem its notes. The western states felt a 
similar embarrassment. The national bank had ceased to 
exist, on the expiration of its charter. The notes of all that 
were not able. to pay their engagements in metallic coin, de- 
preciated from twenty to thirty per cent. Mercantile failures 
>vere alarming. The fiscal operations of the government 
were almost suspended. Opportunities of fraud were every 
day increasing. Designing individuals, who possessed not any 
capital, nor any credit, unless at a distance from their habita- 
tions« spread innumerable banks throughout the country, got 
into their hands immense sums of money, by discountilig 
promissory notes, and employing agents for the circulatioD of 
their paper ; and, sanctioned by the situation of the more re- 
spectable establishments, amassed fortunes, by the issuing ef 
bills, upon which they allowed no mterest agsunst themselvef^ 
whilst they were charging the accustomed interest to othen^ 
Patriotism can not be adduced to extenuate the injury done 
by those enormous subscriptions to the pubtic loans. £x- 
ceptbg the magnammous aid given to the old congress, by 
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I the Bank of North America, at Philadelphia, history fumish- 
. es no evidence of disinterested assistance on the part of any 
[ body, formed, as are all similar companies, upon the narrow 
basis of private benefit. 

The peace establishment of the regular army was fixed 
at ten thousand men. The militia, however assembles month- 
ly, and includes, with a few exceptions, every citizen of vig* 
orous age. The naval power, as regarded the larger vessels, 
was not diminished ; but on the contrary, was allowed gradu- 
ally to augment. On the Atlantic service, there wore now 
afloat, one ship of seventy-four guns, seven frigates, nine 
' sloops of war, and fourteen schooners : the lakes were furnish- 
f ed with twenty-nine vessels, carrying three-hundred-and -sixty- 
' guns ; making the whole naval force, including gun-boats, 
two-hundred«and-seventy-four vessels, with fifteen hundred 
^ guns. In 1798, the navy department was established; and, 
' in 1803, the military academy at West Point> on the same 
I principles as the polytechnic school at Paris. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

CESSION OF FLORIDA. 

Commercial Treaty with England. Re'eatabliahtnent qf a 
JVational Bank, Indiana, Aliaaiaai/ifii. Illinoia. Ala* 
bama, Maine. Miaaouri, Florida ceded by S/iain. Prog' 
reaa of the Arta and qf Literature ; of Pofiulation and 
Emancifiation, 

THE amicable relations with Great Britain, which had 
been restored by the treaty of Ghent, were, soon afterwards 
drawn closer by a treaty of commerce. This convention, 
which was negotiated at London by Messrs. Adams, Clay, 
and Gallatin, and concluded by them on the third of July, 
stipulates, that the duties charged on merchandise and tan- 
nage shall be recipn>cally the same, in both nations ; whether 
the vessels entering their respective ports be of Great Britain 
or the United States ; ^ and, that the vessels of the latter 
shall be allowed* under certain limitations, to trade with 
the principal British settlements in the East Indies. But^ a 
similar privilege was not extended by England with regard to 
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n the West Indiei and on the continen 
AmeiicB. Her iiuvigatioii laws, made in the reigs< 
the Mcond, were, in respect to these, most rigoroi 
mined; and, conMquemly, tht United States, jud{ 
pedient to enact a countervailing regulation, have 
eluded from their parti all vessels sailing from tl 
Aiiicrican colonics, except from Bermuda, which ba 
claivd by England a free purt. 
.„. . B'.ii ihoae pacific cuiivcntians did not lessc 
" prietjr tif au>;t)ienti!ig tlic nalimial defence. 
the most advaiituReous time for preparing the meai 
Cot>);rcs.H rusulvcd that the navy should be still fill 
mciiti'd ; and, for this purpose, voted an annual ap[ 
of oi'ti inlUioii of (loUari!, dnrinn; ei);ht jrcan, and 
the piusident to have built, independent of veaaelB 
Icr size, nine ships of tlie line, twelve frigates, 
floating liaitui'ics ; the latter to be propelled by atea 
'I'he return of peace had not yet restored the c 
metallic coin. The banks continued (o iuundate tt 
with paper money. South of Boston, all these insti 
bouied under a continued inability to pay their noti 
or siUtr. Speculators were still lavishly supplied I 
sues, and no termination appeared of the vexatioi 
rassments arising from thesu fertile sources of nat 
In the absence of an adequate amount of speciei t< 
public clajms, and create a respectable circulation, 
it test of their solidity, the re -establishment of 
bank, which had ceased, by the expiration of its < 
1810, was thought to be the most speedy cure, 
theiefure, enacted, after a most strenuous oppositi 
■bank should be organized, with a capital of thii^- 
lions of dollars, ro continue twenty-one years from i 
July. Its laboers to attain these ends were, in the 1 
highly bcnefitial. A day was fixed, on which ahou 
sumed a simultaneous payment of notes in coin. 
ing compdni-ss that did not, accordingly, redeem th( 
3C3, were known to bs insolvent ; a salutary check 
placed on the immo^lerate circulation of their notes, 
mercijl adventure confined by ihc prudent emplo 
only a sufficii-nt capital. But, the general mana{ 
this grcut monicd corporation was most reprehens 
first salutary influence was almost counterbalance 
aucceedinc conduct. Extravagant sums were adv: 
the way of discounts, on the security of its own hypi 
Block ; shares of which, originally obtained for a hun 
lars, were tlius inflated to a hundred- an d-sutt]>, but al 
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rf on the exposure of this immoral scheme, they declined to 
If eighty. Several millions were, in consequence, lost by the 
1^ institution, and many individuals^ were rendered pennyless. 
,^1 Congress was not inattentive to this perversion, which, instead 
^ of relief, had diffused ruin, throughout the country. Its pres- 
^ ident was removed, and in his place was appointed Mr. Cheves, 
formerly speaker of the house of representatives, and, more 
^ recently, one of the judges of South Carolina; under whose 
, \ able and impartial direction, the capital of the bank having 
" ' been gradually restored, its stock ha» again risen above par. 
r^ The next subject which engrossed the attention of congress, 
vras a revision of the duties on goods imported. In forming 
J the new tariff, a judicious attention was given to protect do- 
. * inestic manufactures, without, at the same time, injuring the 
' national revenue, or lessening, by over indulgence, the industry 
' and economy requisite to their full success. The double war 
"* imposts were, with few exceptions, reduced ; but, a large in- 
' crease was made to the duties on cotton fabrics, of a coarse 
. description, especially when imported from the East Indies ; 
f where, these articles are manufactured by persons contented 
" -with daily wages not exceeding a few cents, and from a ma- 
^\ terial not grown in the United States. 

'• . J. . - Mr. Madison having filled the office of president a 
• second period of four years, and, in conformity with 

'* the custom of his several predecessors, not having, a third 
' time, offered himself as a candidate for that honourable sta- 
'' lion, for which he had shown himself in a high degree wor- 
^ . thy, was succeeded by James Monroe ; the vice presidential 

chair being assigned to Daniel Tomkins of New York. 
^ ' Mr Monroe, who enjoys the rare happiness of promoting 
I the esteem, and combining in his favour the suffrages, of all 
7 parties, is, as were all the presidents, except Mr. Adams, a 
i native of Virginia. At the early age of seventeen, he was 
' dangerously wounded in the battle of Trenton, was soon after- 
wards appointed aid-de-camp to lord Stirling, and subsequent- 
ly a colonel of a regiment. In 1782, he was entrusted with 
a seat in the legislature of his native state, in the following 
year he was a member of the national congress, and in 1790 
was chosen a senator of the United States. Soon after the 
formation of the French republic, he was deputed, by gener- 
al Washington, as an ambassador to Paris ; and, at another 
time, by Mr. Jefferson, to negotiate, with the consulate of 
France, the purchase of Louisiana. In 1803, he was appoint- 
ed minister to London, and, two years afterwards, was sent on 
a special mission to Madrid. On his return, he was elected 
governor of Virginia ; in the following year, was appointed sec- 
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rctary of slate ; and, after the capture of the city of \Vasliing-| 
ton, he consented to undertake the arduous duties of aecrcul 
ry of war. 

g In the winter of this year, the country was deprived 
of the services of commodore Perry ; who fell a vic- 
tim to the climate of Trinidad : and, in the followingf spring. 
Decatur was killed in a duel, near Washington, by commo- 
dore Barron. 

Since the termination of the war, by the peace of Ghent, tht 
foreign and domestic trade of the United States, continued to be 
variable and unprofitable. Merchandize and shipping, as well 
as landed estates, which, in the first two years of peace, had 
risen to an almost unprecedented degreee, did not long maJD* 
tain their value. The channels of consumption in America, 
became gradually supplied and overfilled. The use of her 
grain, in Europe, had almost ceased. The univei*sal peace al- 
lowed the sliips of every nation to be its own camera, and its 
own citizens to he ag;ain its merchants. The flag of the Uni- 
ted Slates, (as it had been before their rupture with England) 
was no longer the agent in trading between the various bel- 
ligerents, nor were their sea-ports the general entrepots of the 
world. The terms of freight rapidly declined, vessels rotted is 
tlie American ports, ware-houses groaned under the stagnant 
pressure of accumulating merchandize. Internal traffic 
was not sufficient to employ the numerous individuals, com- 
pelled to seek, at home, a field of enterprize, now closed 
to them abroad. Competition, throughout the Union, be- 
came excessive. Houses and lands were advanced to double, 
and in many places, to treble their former prices. Bank-loans 
had created a superabundance of paper-money, and furnish- 
ed unlimited means of speculation and of sumptuous living. 
But the crisis at length arrived. After the re-establishment 
of the national bank, the -redemption of that easily acquired 
money was no longer optional, but compulsory. Loans 
were, henceforth, given with caution, payment was demanded 
of those already issued, property was hurried into the market 
to answer this sudden call, and estate of all kinds declined to 
its former price. This, is a brief exhibition of the disasters 
produced by the transition from a warlike to a pacific condi- 
tion, and which may be expected in changing also from peace 
to war. Let ift, however, pray fervently for /leace ; and seek 
conirort by the slow but faithful aid of industry and economy, 
rather than splendour by th? rapid career of deceitful spec- 
ulation. 

The public revenue could not avoid being impaired by 
these multifarious embarrassments. It became inadequate 
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to the expenditure, lately increased by the support given to 
the revolutionary soldiers. By an act of congress, in 1818, 
a yearly pension, sufficient for their decent roaintainance, 
having been granted to those officers and privates who had 
served three successive yearS) more than thirty thousand of 
that veherable army made application for relief. Several 
millions were annually required to satisfy their claims. 
. Money was, in consequence, obtained by loans, and other 
public expenses were curtailed. The military was redu- 
189 1 ^ ^^ number, and the building of ships of war, in 
some degree, suspended. The army now consists 
of six thousand men ; the navy, (it for service, of eight ves- 
sels of the line, seven frigates, seven sloops or corvettes, 
and ten brigs and schooners. 

Since the admission of Louisiana, in 1812, six Qther 
states have been received into the Union,— Indiana, Missis- 
sippi, Illinois, Alabama, Maine, and Missouri. The uiigi- 
nai members of the federal government were thirteen: they 
are now twenty-four. Indiana was admitted in 1816, Mis- 
sissippi in 1817, and Illinois in 1818; Alabama in 1819, 
Maine and Missouri* (the latter conditionally) in 1820. 
Indiana and Illinois are sections of the same territory from 
which Ohio was made a state : Mississippi «nd Alsibama 
belonged to Georgia ; Maine was separated from Massa- 
chusetts, and Missouri from the vast tract ceded by the 
French, under the name of Louisiana. Slavery is forbidden 
by a law of congress, to exist in Indiana or Illinois, and 
had long ceased in Maine, as a district of Massachusetts. 

A negotiation, commenced with Spain, for the remainder 
^%k9^ that portion of her territory, named Florida, which had 
been interrupted by the temporary overthrow 6f the old 
Spanish d3masty by Napoleon, was, on the return of Ferdi- 
nand the seventh to Madrid, renewed. That region was at 
length, assigned to the United States. A treaty was con- 
cluded at Washington, on the twenty-second of February, 
1819, which, alter many vexatious delays on the part of 
Spain, was ratified by Ferdinand on the twenty-fourth of Oc- 
tober, in the succeeding year, approved by the senate of the 
United States on the nineteenth, and by the president, on 
the twenty-second of February, in the present year. Five 



* The legislature Qf Missouri, having signified its concurrence with the 
act of congress, restricting it from preventing the residence of free persons 
of colour, it was formally declared a state, by a proclamation of the fm^ 
dent, on the tenth of Augustj 1S21. 
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quentlf, rcmoTing the ditftgreeable jealousies, w 
frequently irritated the feeliogs or the two nation) 
by the occnpetion of Amelia Island and other p 
disorderly troops under commissions from the Sou 
ican republics; ss well as by the inroads of the Sera 
other nations, when stimulated either by their 01 
or foreign white people who had visited them for 
and the treaty dcsiraates tlie boundary on Che sidi 
ico. (as delineated in the map of the United Statei 
ish,) which had been Dnde6ned in the cession of Lt 
Literature and science; the arts, useful and on 
are every year extending in the United States. 
try has more liberally provided for seminariea of 
as respects the rudimental instruction of the labou 
sea ; and few governments have devoted more at 
the studies of the accomplished scholar, tban th< 
legislature! of this great republic. Useful educai 
Ty generally attained. Works of polite literature, 
of Bciendfic subjects, are much esteemed, by all 1 
association with genteel society; and writings of 
origin evince that there continues to be a large fi 
tive talent in the United States. Many of those I 
already noticed. Or. Morse has laid the foundi 
geographical dictionary. The Notes on Virgii 
that Jefierson, when treating on geological sub 
mingled a little scepticism with much strong phil 
argument. Ramsay's history of the Revolution Ie 
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filon of the Psalms is approved by several respectable con- 
ii £;regations9 but his conquest of Canaan is now little read. 
L He has the ear, without the imagination, of a poet. This 
' production is the out-pouring of a mind encumbered and 
' overwhelmed by the accumulated lines of other writers* 
It displays no novelty of thought, nor variety of verse. One 
'. who is familiar with only a small number of poems, can* 
not easily persuade himself that the Canaan is a new work* 
The antithetic and condensed structure of Pope, and the 
flowing melody of Goldsmith, are pleasing, when accompa- 
nied by a teeming richness of bncy; but the monotonous 
imitations by Owight are insupportably fatiguing.* In the 
Vision of Columbus, or Columbiad} of Joel Barlow, the 
language is smooth and stately; the allusions are judicious, 
the sinulies mostly well drawn, and appropriate. It is, al* 
together, a respectable performance, and superior to the 
Canaan. But dignity, softness, and general propriety, are 
its whole merits. Those bold, happy efforts, of the imagi- 
nation, which interest and delight us, equally by their novel- 
ty and ingenuity, are seldom found in the Columbiad. The 
structure of the Iliad ; its manner, similies, & figures, as cop- 
led or varied in the J&neid, and reflected in the fine transla* 
tions of the former, by Pope and Cowper, and of the latter, 
by Pitt and Dryden, incessantly recur. MTingall, a Hudi- 
brastic satire by Trumbull, exhibits more invention than 
either of the preceding ; and is lessened in its merit only 
by the author's having adopted the remarkable versification 
of Butler. Charles Thomson has translated the Bible, from 
the Septuagint. The " British Spy" of Wirt, decidedly 
claims a place amongst the American classics. Salmagun- 
di, the combined efi^usions of Irving, Paulding, and Ver- 
plank, is an admirable fund of humour, and contains some 
beautiful specimens of poetry. The semi-historical vol- 
umes, entitled Knickerbocker's history of New York, give a 

** Give me the line that ploughs its stately course, 
Like a proud swan, coDquering Uie stream by force ; 
That, luce some cottage beauty, strikes the heart, 
Quite unindebted to the tricks of art. 
• When labour and when dullness, club in hand, 
Like the two figures at St. Dunstan's, stand, 
Beating alternately, in measured rhyme, 
Exact and regular the sounds will be, 
But such mere quarter-strokes are not for me." 

Cowper^i Taibh Talh» 
Speakine of Pope, Cowper says ;— 
*' But he, (his musical finesse was such, 
60 nice his ear, so delicate his touch, 
Made poetiy a mere mechanic art, 
Aad every waibler haa Yuft Vk&a Vj ^L^t^uO^'V 
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nott humourout eariMwp of real evcntt. Pftnlding's ai- 
loKorical historff beuiBK']|||title of John Boll and Brolhcr 
Jonathan, will not appear wkteas entertuning, when con- 
pared with the bappiMt eflMof Swifti in the aame difficnk 
line of political aaure. TJWfM three authors poaseaa fiae 
mlenu for the comic drant* Brackenridgc writes witk 
energy and cleameas. Walsh la known by his strlctnrea 
on the French reTolutioo. Careir'a style is bold, fkmUiar, aod 
impresftiTe. His typogra^pUcal emphases, for which he ii 
remarkable, are not Tory complimentary to his readers; aad 
perhsfM, by the majorijtyi are not required^ howeTert when 
prejudice exists, or %<ctear mental perception is wanting^ 
the ocular aid affofded in his valuable Olive Bnncbi it 
not only pardonable, but naefoh 

Architecture, except in a few buildings at New Tork anl 
Philadelphia, and the ca|HtDl at Waahlngton, has not yet ap- 
peared in classical elegaaoe or grandeur; butt in prirate 
dwellings, there is shown a neatness, durability, ud ele* 
gance of workmanships not surpassed in the finest cities of 
the old world. Useful iuTcntions are encouraged by the 
legislature, and th^fer^ity of American genius is eommen- 
surate with the protection. It is not a just criterioa of in- 
genuity, that, in twenty-four 3rears, jtwo thousaml general 
patents hare bfcn obtained, to secure the mTentor*s ri^iti: 
a considerable Mmber of these improvements are of Euro- 
pean growth, and many American theories are proved iUa- 
sive by the hand of practice ; but the inventive fac ulty is 
the United States is demonstrated by various exhibitions of 
mechanical economy. Whittimore*a engine for making 
wool and cotton cards is a wonderful display of mental fac- 
ulty ; and the machinery for cutting nails, the invention, we 
believe, of Briggs, embraces, in its successive improve- 
ments, an interesting variety of labour-saving modifications. 
The accomplishment of an effective steam-boat, is ao era 
in hum^ progress. Fulton is entitled to the same species 
of merit, for his successful adaption of the power of steam 
tonavigation, that is due to Watt, of Great Britain, for his 
improvement ui the steam-engine. A century had elapsed, 
from the time when the first hint of this engine was ^ren 
by the marquis of Worcester, to its consummation by the 
philosophic Watt: and nearly as long an interval, from the 
first experiment on the steam-boat, by Jooathan Hulls, of 
London, to its completion by Robert Fulton. Hulls obtain- 
ed a patent for his invention, from George the second, tn 

•year 1737-, Fhch ^to^eW^d^b^i^VjhY iVvasMoo i^rinctr 
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i^ 'pie, on the Delaware, in 1783: Miller, of Scotland, con- 

i\ atructed a double boat, with a wheel in the centre, with 

fk which, he made a safe passage to and from Sweden, in 1789: 

IS and, finally, after various trials, by differtnt persons, on the 

■ Thames and on the Seine, Fulton rendered the plan sus- 
n eeptible of little further improyement, in 1 807. The Cler- 
e inont was then driven on the Hudson, at the rate of five 
m niiles an hour ; and, subsequently, all the great rivers of 
c the United States have been iSavigated, by similar vessels, 
m fully twice the distance in the same space of time. In the 
^t summer of 1 819, the Atlantic was crossed, for the first time, 

■ by a steam-boat. A vessel driven by steam, with the occa- 
B sional aid of sails, was despatched by some enterprising 

merchants of Savannah, to St. Petersbugh, and made her 
i passage home in fifty days. Fulton« celebrated also for his 

■ submarine explosions, was bom in Little Britain, Pennsyl- 
f vania, and educated in the town of Lancaster ; whence, hav-^ 

ing removed to Philadelphia, he attended, for a short time, 
the business of a jeweller, and acquired, in his leisure hours, 
considerable proficiency in the art of painting. He lived 
many years in England, under the patrmiage of the Ameri- 
can West; and, becoming known to his countryman, Rum- 
sey, the duke of Bridge water, lord Stanhope) and many 
other opulent promoters of the arts, attended, thencefor* 
ward, chiefly his favourite inclination towards the formation 
of canals. Paris was the next theatre of his enterprise 
v^here he remained for several years, the companion of the 
American minister, Joel Barlow, and the inmate of his 
bouse. He returned to his native country, in 1806; and 
died, when little above the middle age, by inflammation of 
the lungs, in the month of February, in the present year, at 
New York. 

The neutrality, so long maintained by the American re- 
public,»on*ered an asylum to many distinguished Europeans. 
The visit of Moore, the lyric poet, was one of pleasure. 
But Talleyrand, the great political Proteus, resided several 
years in the United States, to avoid the proscriptions of his 
own country; Volney, general Moreau, Joseph and Jerome 
Buonaparte ; Dr. .Priestley, the celebrated philosopher & po- 
lemical divine; also Thomas Paine; sought refuge in differ- 
ent places of the Union. Dr. Priestley died in Pennsylvania; 
the latter, in New York. Jerome Buonaparte was unwor* 
thy of protection. His conduct, in deserting, by his broth* 
er's mandate, the daughter of a . respectable citizen, of Bal- 
timore, whom he had married, and afterwards ^^.%t.Ys\^^w 
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'*\ . 
hU throne a princess of VfiD^0Oii*8 choicet willalwi 

remembered with delrnBp- Her disappointnient 
his own reverse) reasiiid vnrhen impelled bj incw 
ambition, that bappiiieaa caanEt be secured by eKillcd 
nor a throne bjr the pover of Umies. 

In the jrear 1810, the third Athoriaed cenaua oft 
habitants was recordckL The fiAirth census, made in 
has not been officially pnlitiahed : but it in estimalii 
the population was then ten nillions. In 1 790, ttpT 
lation was three milUon%|une hundred and tu^ 
thousand : in 1800, fire jsiAions, three hundred jfaij^l 
thousand; and in ItUjfb seven millions, two JhutMfm 
forty thousand. At m last of these perlodh^ 4he ii 
tants of Boston numbered thirty-three thouauid ; of 1 
dence, ten ; New York,, ninety-six ; Phiiadelphin, n 
two thousand ; of Battlmre, forty-six ; Wnslun^^toii, 
Norfolk, nine ; Charlestnoi twenty-four; Savannahf 
and New Orleans, sofeateen thousand. Tbe Indiana 
in the federal jurisdicdoOy about fifty tbouaand, are t 
eluded in the census. In 1790, six hundred and n 
eight thousand were slaves; in 18UQ, eight hnndrec 
ninety-seven th6asiiid; in 1810, one million, one Im 
and ninety-one thousand. In those which are denomi 
slave-holding '^plates, the largest proportion appearec 
in South Csirolina, Georgia, and Virginia; Mar 
North Carolina, Kentucky, and Tennessee; deacendil 
relative amount, from South Carolina, where forty -eig: 
of every hundred were in bondage, to Tennessee, whic 
seventeen in every hundred. Oelaw:are and New J 
possessed a considerable number of slaves : the lattei 
comparatively, the smallest. The number in New 
was less than in New Jersey : Rhode Island had on] 
hundred and eight; Connecticut, proportionally fc 
Pennsylvania, fewer still ; New Hampshire, Massachu 
Vermont, and Ohio, none. Since the middle of Uk 
century, expandejd minds have been, with slow grada 
promoting the decrease of human slavery in North Ai 
ca. The progress of truth is slow ; but it will, in tbi 
prevail. The first voice raised against this unchari 

Sractice, was by a Quaker, the amiable and enii^^hl 
phn Woolman, of Mount Holly, in New Jersey, 
wrote his sentiments on that subject in the year 1' 
strenuously recommended its abolition, at the several 
ted meetings of his society; and, in 1T5 4,. published 
H^Considerationa ou \]h!e IL^^^ ^t ^«^T<^ea\*' a wo^il 
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mirable for its dispassionate and lucid style of argument; 
highly beneficial in his own time, and deserving most seri- 
ous attention at the present. ' Anthony Benezet^ of Philadel- 
phia, though his writings were subsequent to Woolman's, 

' has acquired a yet higker rank among philanthropists. 
His labours* in the same field, were singularly active, 
and conspicuously successful St. George Tucker, of 
Virginia, also, wrote an able dissertation against slavery, 
A duty on the importation of slaves was laid by New York, 

,^ in 1753 ; by Pennsylvania, in 1762 ; and by New Jersey, 
in 1769. Virginia, the first state concerned in their intro« 
duction,Aras also the first that set an example of their ex- 
clusion ; having, in the year 1778, amidst the perplexing 
scenes of civil warfare, passed an act to discontinue their 
entry into her ports. In 1780, Pennsylvania made a law 
for the gradual abolition of slavery ; a law, which, although 
it did not allow all the natural rights declared in her consti- 
tution« has the merit of being the earliest legislative pro- 
ceeding of the kind, in any nation ; and soon afterwards 
there was instituted in the same state, a society ^* for pro- 
moting the abolition of slavery, for the relief of free negroes 
unlawfully held in bondage, and for improving the condi 
tion of the African race.'* All the states, north and east of 
Maryland, have since made laws for their gradual emanci- 
pation. On the adoption of the federal government, con« 
gress was authorized to prohibit, at the end of twenty yearsf 
the importation of negroes, into any part of the United 
States ; and, accordingly, no arrivals have legally occurred 
since 1 807. In 1 820, a society for colonizing free people 
of colour, beg^ a settlement at Sierra Leone, on the coast 
of Africa. A heavy grievance, 'however, is yet to be remov- 
ed. Virginia, as well as every other American republic 
that still sanctions domestic bondage, will, we confidently 
anticipate, at no distant period, make arrangements to un- 
loosen, by degrees, the fetters, which are no less alarming 
to the master, than galling to the slave. Let us not not on- 
ly declare by words, but demonstrate by our actions, '^That 
all men are created equal ; that they are endowed, by their 
Creator, with the same unalienable rights ; that, amongst 
these, are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.'* Let 
us venerate the instruction of that great and amiable man, to 
whom, chiefly, under Providence, the United States are in* 
debted for their liberties ; the world, for a common home s 
<^ That there exists an indissoluble union between Wtae 
and happiuessi between duty and a.d^«ek\]k<^** . *.jg 
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